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Office  of  the  Commission'ek  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  5,  1899. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  liejyrescntatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  seventh  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  eleventh  in  the  series  of  reports  on 
the  public  records. 

Kesults  of  the  Work  of  the  Commission. 

The  statute  requires  that  the  connnissioner  shall  make  a 
report  of  the  results  of  his  labors."  This  is  a  most  diffi- 
cult thing  to  do,  as  the  results  are  far-reaching,  and  many 
of  them  are  not  known  to  him  for  a  lono-  time.  The  follow- 
ing  can,  however,  be  justly  claimed  as  results  :  — 

The  placing  of  the  most  important  records  of  the  cities 
and  towns  (excepting  Boston)  in  much  safer,  and  in  most 
cases  in  what  are  judged  absolutely  safe,  places.  This  has 
been  done  by  the  building  of  vaults  or  the  improvement  of 
old  ones,  the  providing  of  safes,  the  removal  of  records  to 
fire-proof  buildings  or  safety  vaults,"  and  the  fitting  of 
fire-proof  rooms  with  metal-work. 

The  preventing  of  the  old  custom  of  fitting  up  other- 
wise fire-proof  rooms  in  county  buildings  Avith  combus- 
tible material. 

The  binding  of  records  which  were  so  dilapidated  that 
their  renovation  by  ordinary  process  was  pronounced  ini- 
possible,  and  of  others  which  could  and  should  have  been 
bound  if  a  county  or  town  had  complied  with  the  statutes. 
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The  awakening  of  the  recording  officers  and  the  public 
to  the  fact  that  the  records  were  being  Avritten  with  worth- 
less liquids  under  the  name  of  ink. 

The  copying  of  many  of  the  records,  notably  the  records 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  conniion  lands  granted  b}^  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

The  printing  of  town  records. 

The  indexing  of  many  of  the  records. 

The  discovery  of  books  of  record,  and  papers,  packed 
away  and  often  unknown  to  any  living  town  officer,  although 
in  some  town  building;  also  the  discovery  of  and  delivery 
to  the  proper  town  officer  of  town  records  and  papers  which 
were  in  private  possession. 

The  sorting  of  the  files  of  papers  in  the  towns,  aggregat- 
ing in  some  cases  bushels  (and  in  many  cases  in  condition 
to  be  measured  as  loose  papers  by  the  bushel),  and  the 
placing  of  such  as  are  required  to  be  preserved  in  proper 
receptacles.  (This  has  been  the  personal  work  of  the  com- 
missioner, as  none  of  the  pai)ers  can  be  destro^^ed  without 
his  approval,  and  has  necessitated  the  inspection  of  thou- 
sands of  papers.) 

The  delivery,  under  the  statutes,  to  the  cit}^  and  town 
clerks,  of  records  of  many  extinct  churches  and  societies, 
and  of  extinct  bodies  of  proprietors  of  common  lands. 

The  advising  upon  the  size,  cost,  and  location  of  vaults, 
and  the  cost  and  methods  of  copying,  printing,  indexing, 
and  binding  records. 

The  standing  for  the  Commonwealth  behind  public  officials 
who  desired  to  take  action  for  the  improvement  of  their  rec- 
ords, but  knew  the  expenditure  of  the  necessary  money  would 
not  meet  the  approval  of  the  people  of  their  county,  city, 
or  town,  and  might  prevent  their  re-election. 

The  awakening  of  the  public  to  the  necessity  for  greater 
care  of  the  records. 

The  establishing  of  the  office  of  record  commissioner  in 
Rhode  Island,  of  a  board  of  three  commissioners  in  New 
Jersey,  and  the  agitation  of  the  subject  in  other  States. 

Generally  acting  as  an  otlicer  of  a  record  ''clearing 
house,"  where  officials  and  citizens  come  for  and  bring 
advice  and  information. 
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Suggestion's. 

The  statute  farther  requires  that  the  eommissioner  shall 
make  *'  such  recommendations  and  suggestions  as  may  seem 
important  for  the  safety  and  bencht  of  said  records."  llec- 
ommendations  wouhl  imply  that  legisLxtion  was  asked  for, 
but  the  two  things  most  needed  for  the  safety  and  l)enelit" 
of  the  records  are  evidently  so  fiir  in  advance  of  public  senti- 
ment that  they  are  here  put  forward  as  suggestions. 

Public  Recokd  Office. 
The  suggestion  of  a  public  record  office  has  been  twice 
before  made,  and  every  3^ear  of  experience  makes  the  neces- 
sity for  it  more  apparent.    The  reasons  for  such  an  office, 
set  forth  in  the  eighth  report,  are  repeated  :  — • 

In  such  an  office,  which  could  and  should  be  absolutely  fire- 
proof, the  English  methods  of  procedure  could  be  followed. 
Records  could  be  cleaned,  repaired,  preserved  and  arranged  ;  cata- 
logues, indexes,  and  copies  made,  and  when  made  printed  and 
sold.  The  church  and  parish  records,  which  are  now  as  a  rule 
kept  in  *' unfit  and  unsafe  buildings"  (to  quote  an  English  act 
relating  to  this  subject),  could  be  brought  to  this  office,  and  much 
that  in  reality  constitutes  early  town  records  would  thus  be  secured 
and  preserved. 

One  great  advantage  of  bringing  the  records  to  a  central  point 
would  be  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  a  person  to  have  a 
certain  amount  of  knowledge  regarding  a  town's  incorporation  in 
order  to  search  for  information  desired.  The  frequent  changes  of 
town  lines,  and  the  setting  off  of  one  from  another,  make  it  a 
matter  of  great  uncertainty  where  the  records  of  a  certain  time  can 
be  found,  especially  as  records  bearing  a  town  name  in  many  eases 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  town,  but  in  the  part  set  off  under  the 
new  name. 

The  removal  of  the  older  records  from  the  towns  would  leave 
most  of  them  very  well  equipped  with  vaults  and  safes  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  later  ones,  and  the  clerks,  having  fewer  in 
their  care,  and  being  relieved  of  work  consequent  upon  having  the 
older,  would  take  better  care  of  what  were  left  in  their  hands. 

Another  very  great  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  plan  would  be 
the  bringing  of  the  files  of  papers  to  a  place  where  they  could  be 
available.    In  the  accumulation  of  papers  which  arc  going  to  do- 
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{^truction  in  the  towns  visited  are  many  Revolutionary  papers, 
described  in  this  report  under  the  title  of  Revolutionary  records. 

There  are  also  numberless  petitions,  with  long  preambles  recit- 
ing grievances,  no  record  of  which  exists,  and  which  form  valuable 
material  in  the  history  of  towns  and  of  the  State.  Many  of  these 
papers  would  supplement  those  in  the  archives  at  the  State  House, 
and  I  am  sure  there  are  many  such  papers  in  private  hands  that 
would  be  placed  in  public  custod}'  if  the  owners  saw  any  likelihood 
of  their  being  properly  preserved  and  made  available. 

The  objection  to  this  plan  which  would  immediately  occur  to 
many  is  that  it  is  against  the  policy  of  the  State  to  interfere  with 
town  government  and  centralize  authority.  I  shared  that  idea, 
but  after  several  years'  experience  with  town  officials,  who  are 
supposed  to  know  and  represent  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  I  am 
convinced  that,  while  the  majority  of  the  people  may  have  a  pride 
iu  the  town  and  its  history,  they  take  no  interest  in  the  records, 
not  realizing  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  records  there  would  be  no 
authentic  history.  The  suggestion  of  the  expenditure  of  a  little 
money  to  bring  the  records  into  the  required  condition  is  looked 
upon  by  the  selectmen  as  an  unprecedented  expenditure,  for  which 
they  must  have  the  approval  of  the  town,  and  an  article  in  the 
town  warrant  for  an  appropriation  for  such  a  purpose  is  often 
voted  down.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  the  towns  would 
object  to  the  removal  of  their  records,  especially  if  the  people 
knew  that  information  probably  contained  in  them  could  be  ob- 
tained by  correspondence  with  an  office  prepared  to  immediately 
furnish  it,  whereas,  if  such  information  is  now  in  their  records  no 
one  knows  it,  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained  without  much  trouble 
and  some  expense.  There  are  many  private  records  kept  by  clergy- 
men and  physicians  which  would  make  a  basis  for  records  and 
would  supply  missing  information  in  public  records.  I  have  in 
my  possession  a  private  record  of  twenty-six  hundred  births, 
between  1801  and  1849,  and  know  of  many  other  such  which 
would  be  valuable  if  they  could  be  intelligently  compared  with 
official  records.  Many  coroners'  records  could  also  be  made 
available  in  a  general  office. 

The  record  of  lay-outs  of  highways  in  the  early  volumes  of 
miscellaneous  records,  inaccessible,  unindexed,  and  geneially  un- 
known, could  be  made  available,  and  become  of  great  value.  In 
the  ninth  volume  of  the  early  records  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  the 
commissioneis  liave  printed  the  record  of  lay-outs  of  their  ancient 
higliways,  nearly  all  of  which  have  been  identified  by  the  city 
engineer,  and  foot-notes  are  added  to  show  their  present  courses. 


1899.]        PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


7 


Many  of  the  most  ancient  towns  are  growing  poorer,  and 
the  proper  protection  and  care  of  their  records  is  now 
beyond  their  power,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  cannot 
afford  the  expensq  of  buildings,  vaults,  or  safes  suitable  for 
the  records,  nor  can  they  afford  to  pay  persons  to  put  them, 
or  keep  them,  in  the  condition  required  by  the  laws.  There 
are  towns  where  no  births,  marriages,  or  deaths,  nor  a  line 
of  the  records  of  town  proceedings  have  ever  been  indexed, 
and  they  never  will  be  completely  and  properly  done  at  the 
expense  of  the  town.  The  persons  competent  to  do  it  are 
few,  and  the  expense  would  be  large. 

The  expense  of  properly  providing  for  the  safety  of  the 
records,  binding  and  indexing  them,  and  filing  and  provid- 
ing for  the  files  of  papers  in  some  of  the  small  toAvns  w^ould 
amount  to  a  tax  on  every  voter  ranging  from  fifteen  dollars 
down.  Tlie  injustice  of  requiring  the  few  tax  payers  in 
such  a  town  to  pa}^  for  the  neglect  of  their  ancestors  or 
predecessors,  or  for  putting  the  records  in  condition  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  long  since  left  the  town,  or  of  the 
descendants  of  former  inhabitants  scattered  througliout  the 
State  or  country,  is  too  apparent  to  need  enlarging  upon. 
And  it  is  especially  uiijust  to  require  a  town  which  has,  by 
degrees,  had  its  most  prosperous  parts  set  ofY  and  incor- 
porated as  towns  or  cities,  until  little  is  left  but  a  small 
struggling  community,  to  lay  out  a  considerable  sum  for 
the  care  of  records  chiefly  relating  to  the  parts  set  off,  and 
their  people,  present  and  past. 

The  State  should  bring  the  early  records  of  such  towns, 
and  all  towns,  to  a  central  headquarters,  where,  at  an  ex- 
pense which  would  be  trifling  when  distributed,  all  the 
records  could  be  put  in  order  as  part  of  one  great  series, 
always  accessible  and  intelligentl}^  arranged. 

Terms  of  City  and  Town  Clekks. 
Another  suggestion  is  evidently  too  far  in  advance  of 
public  sentiment  to  be  incorporated  into  the  law.  This  is 
that  the  city  and  town  clerks  shall  be  appointed  oi-  elected 
for  terms  of  at  least  three  years.  The  su))ject  has  been 
treated  at  length  in  previous  reports,  but  is  again  advanced 
as  being  too  important  to  abandon.    Why  should  a  good 
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clerk,  familiar  with  his  duties,  and  competent  to  a  degree 
which  no  one  can  reach  Avitliout  experience,  be  annually 
liable  to  be  turned  out  of  oflice  because  he  has  his  own 
opinion  upon  national  aflairs,  and,  unless  he  shirks  his  duty 
and  does  not  vote,  must  class  himself  with  one  party  or 
another?  Reasonable  men  do  not  think  he  should;  and  yet 
year  after  year,  in  several  of  the  cities  and  many  towns, 
party  nominations  are  made,  and  the  clerks  are  not  encour- 
aged to  do  their  best  work.  Does  any  one  suppose  the  fine 
work  done  by  the  cit}^  clerlvs  of  Cambridge  and  Fitchburg 
in  printing  their  records  would  have  been  entered  upon  if 
they  had  not  known  that  their  cities  took  the  common-sense 
view  of  the  clerk's  office,  and  would  undoubtedly  continue 
them  in  office? 

While  the  above  paragraph  was  in  manuscript  a  fresh 
example  of  the  folly  of  one-^'-ear  terms  was  brought  to 
light.  A  town  clerk  (one  who  receives  no  salary  from  his 
town)  has  obtained  the  church  and  parish  records  from  sev- 
eral of  the  churches,  and,  finding  births,  baptisms,  marriages, 
and  deaths  in  them  which  are  not  recorded  on  the  town  rec- 
ords, numbering  probabl}^  several  hundred,  desires,  in  tlie 
public  interest,  to  record  them,  but  hesitates  because  he 
may  not  be  re-elected  in  March.  He  cannot  complete 
the  work  during  his  present  term,  and,  if  he  begins  it,  the 
result  will  probably  be  another  unfinished  record,  to  be  dis- 
carded by  his  successors,  as  many  others  have  ])een  in  the 
various  towns. 

The  claim  has  been  made  that  no  legislation  is  needed  in 
this  matter,  because,  as  a  rule,  clerks  are  re-elected.  It  is 
true  that  most  are,  and  that  many  have  served  long  terms  ; 
but  it  is  also  true  that  many  who  are  re-elected  have  political 
opposition,  and  that  when  by  force  of  circumstances  a  va- 
cancy occurs  in  an  office  where  a  clerk  has  served  a  long 
term,  the  idea  seems  to  prevail  that  noiv  this  is  to  be  con- 
sidered a  political  office. 

In  the  last  report  of  the  commission,  written  just  after 
the  city  elections  of  1897,  contests  for  the  ofiice  of  city 
clerk  were  predicted  in  Lawrence,  Lowell,  and  Pittsfield. 
They  occurred,  and  in  Lawrence  and  Pittsfield  clerks  of 
experience  were  defeated.    In  Lowell  there  was  a  bitter 
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contest,  but  fortunately  no  change.  In  Quincy,  the  only 
city  Avhere  the  mayor  appoints  the  clerk,  a  clerk  of  expe- 
rience was  superseded  by  one  of  difl'erent  political  faith. 
Whether  either  of  these  clerks  retain  their  ofKces  the 
present  year  is  uncertain.  If  they  do  not,  the  city  loses 
the  benefit  of  tlteir  year  of  experience  ;  and  if  not,  since 
in  two  of  the  cities  circumstances  will  prevent  former 
clerks  from  serving,  wholly  inexperienced  men  will  prob- 
ably serve. 

The  evil  of  these  contests  and  changes  is  realized  by 
members  of  the  city  governments  and  the  people,  and 
various  remedies  are  suggested.  One  which  is  frequently 
made  is  that  the  two  parties  shall  agree  that  the  clerk  shall 
be  of  one  party  and  the  treasurer  of  another,  and  that  they 
shall  then  be  undisturbed.  This  would  perpetuate  the  par- 
tisan idea. 

If  these  contests  must  come,  let  them,  for  the  good  of 
the  records,  be  as  seldom  as  possible,  —  once  in  three  years, 
or  better,  as  with  the  registers  of  probate,  once  in  tive. 

Incidentally,  the  methods  in  some  of  the  towns  are  in- 
teresting. In  one  town  a  person  named  was  ordered  to 
cast  two  votes  for  another  person  for  town  clerk,  and  the 
polls  were  then  closed ;  in  another  the  polls  were  closed 
before  a  derailed  electric  car,  full  of  voters,  known  to  be 
opposed  to  the  leading  candidate,  could  arrive,  and  by  their 
votes  probably  change  the  result;  in  one  the  number  of 
votes  cast  for  clerk  is  never  recorded  unless  he  is  the  person 
having  the  highest  number  cast  for  any  one ;  in  one  the 
moderator  was  instructed  to  cast  one  vote  for  a  certain  per- 
son for  clerk. 

Church  xm^  Parish  KEcoiiDS. 
In  the  introduction  to  the  historical  data  concerning 
churches,  parishes,  precincts,  and  religious  societies,  in  the 
tenth  annual  re})ort,  the  following  was  printed:  — 

It  is  hoped  that  the  presentation  of  what  it  has  been  possible  to 
ascertain,  showing,  as  it  does,  how  much  is  hickhig,  will  arouse 
an  interest  in  the  subject  which  will  lead  persons  connected  with 
the  various  religious  bodies  of  the  Connnonwealth  to  see  that  miss- 
ing records  are  searciied  for,  and  their  various  organizations  put 
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upon  a  legal  basis,  whicli  can  be  easily  done  nndoi*  the  provisions 
of  chapter  404  of  the  Acts  of  1887.  I  feel  sure  a  very  large  per- 
centage of  the  organizations  calling  themselves  churches  would 
find  it  impossible  to  take  action  in  business  matters  that  could  not 
be  set  aside  for  irregularity  or  illegality. 

The  hope  has  been  partially  realized.  There  have  been 
numerous  applications  during  the  year  for  information  con- 
cerning incorporation  of  churches  or  societies,  and  surprise 
has  been  expressed  that  there  was  no  record  of  such  in  any 
State  department.  In  some  cases  the  record  of  the  church 
or  society  has  been  found  to  contain  the  record  of  incorpo- 
ration, that  being  the  only  evidence.  The  loss  of  these 
records  would  have  required  reincorporation.  In  other 
cases  incorporation  has  been  found  to  be  necessary  before 
legal  action  could  be  taken. 

CorYiNG. 

The  statute  provides  that  when  records  become  worn, 
mutilated,  or  illegible,  copies  shall  he  made  ;  and  in  a  few 
of  the  toAvns  the  subject  has  been  agitated,  and  bids  asked 
for  from  copyists.  Notwithstanding  the  statute,  it  has  not 
seemed  best  in  most  cases  that  the  work  on  ancient  records 
should  be  commenced,  for  the  reason  that  the  so-called 
cop>ies  are  not  likely  to  be  copies.  Until  there  can  be  some 
expert  supervision  of  the  work,  at  a  central  othce,  or  the 
work  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  persons  who,  upon  ex- 
amination, prove  their  ability  to  copy  ancient  records,  it 
were  better  the  work  were  not  done.  Not  only  have  per- 
sons unable  to  read  the  ancient  records  attempted  to  copy 
them,  but  many  of  those  who  could,  have  taken  it  upon  them- 
selves to  omit  what  for  one  reason  or  another  seemed  best. 
Volumes  of  what  purport  to  be  copies  of  births  and  deaths, 
arranged  b}^  families  are  found  to  have  families  omitted  that 
were  not  among  the  original  settlers,  or  Avere  in  the  town 
but  a  short  time.  Such  people  were  evidently  looked  upon 
as  transients,  having  no  place  in  the  town  history.  Occa- 
sionall}^  the  vote  of  a  town  authorizing  the  copying  of  cer- 
tain parts  of  a  record  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  copy, 
and  the  original,  containing  the  wdiolc  record,  will  have 
disappeared. 
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Copyists  having  misread  a  word  or  words  have  then  sub- 
stituted others  to  make  sense,  althougli  tlie  copy  conve3^s 
no  idea  of  the  orii»inal  sense.  A  strikino-  ilhisti'ation  of 
this  mischief  is  contained  in  the  following :  Persons  were 
to  *^have"  their  wages,  and  as  a  penalty  under  certain  con- 
ditions to  *' refund"  them.  The  copyist  copied  *'have" 
*Meave,"  and  then,  as  a  person  could  not  refund  what  he 
had  not  taken,  refund"  was  copied  receive,"  entirely  re- 
versing the  order  of  procedure,  penalizing  the  person  in 
advance. 

Probably  few  who  read  this  paragraph  can  translate  the 
following  words  and  figures  copied  from  ancient  records  : 
Cornell  Quinser  ;  prizur  ;  checkerholes  ;  lotlalres  ;  esicir  ; 
Vexei ;  dividents  ;  alinat ;  metible  ;  turshis  ;  jNIihiltide  ;  hay- 
sil;  resaght;  D.  16,  M.  11;  11  : 11 :  1G3|, —or  decipher 
the  following  ancient  chirography,  — 

the  translation  of  which  follows  :  — 

,     -  his  beyers  (heirs)  Executors 

towne  street  to  broad  Coave 
pceell  (parcel) 
pper  (proper)  use 
careadge  (carriage) 
ptenorsbip  (partnership) 
speeches  or  tearmes  (terms) 
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No  one  sliould  be  allowed  to  undertake  a  copy  of  records 
full  of  such  puzzles  who  has  not  proved  his  ability  for  the 
work ;  and  the  oflcr  to  copy  at  a  price  per  hundi"ed  words 
approaching  the  price  for  ordinary  copying  should  })e  suffi- 
cient reason  for  distrusting  the  ability  of  the  copyist. 

Under  existing  conditions,  it  has  seemed  best  to  discour- 
age copying  at  prices  which  most  of  the  towns  would  be 
willing  to  pay. 

Binding. 

No  one  without  large-  experience  in  examination  of  the 
records  in  the  cities  and  towns  can  have  any  conception  of 
the  condition  of  hundreds  of  the  volumes,  and  no  words  can 
adequately  picture  their  mutilated  state.  Many  of  the  books 
have  lost  all  semblance  of  ever  having  been  in  book  form ; 
and  others,  while  having  the  leaves  held  together,  have  worn 
away  on  the  corners  and  edges  until  they  are  oval  if  originally 
oblong,  or  circular  if  originally  square. 

Attempts  to  rebind  them  have  made  them  w^orse,  the 
ordinary  process  having  been  to  stitch  together  single  leaves 
and  glue  them  into  covers,  with  the  certain  result  that  the 
inner  edges  thus  treated  will  break  off.  In  order  to  make 
good-looking  work,  the  outer  edges  have  been  trimmed, 
cutting  off  part  of  the  text,  often  the  last  figure  of  a  date. 

The  newspapers  occasionally  call  attention  to  an  old  rec- 
ord which  has  "been  shamefully  abused,"  or  in  " a  disgrace- 
ful condition,"  which  by  comparison  with  very  many  of  the 
records  is  in  fairly  good  condition. 

Fortunately,  a  new  process  has  come  into  use  by  which 
any  paper,  however  decayed,  can  be  preserved  in  its  present 
condition  between  sheets  of  transparent  silk.  Many  of  the 
records  had  been  treated  by  this  process  before  the  passage 
of  chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897  ;  but  under  that  act, 
which  allows  the  recording  officers  to  place  the  records  in 
the  custod}^  of  the  commissioner  for  binding,  much  more 
work  has  been  done. 

Records  have  been  rebound  by  this  process  in  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  .Vdjutant- 
General ;  in  the  registries  of  probate  in  Barnstable,  Bristol, 
Middlesex,  and  Suffolk  counties  ;  the  registries  of  deeds  in 
Northern  Bristol  District,  Hampden,  Middlesex,  and  Suffolk 
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counties  ;  in  tlie  offices  of  the  clerks  of  tlie  courts  in  Bristol 
and  Middlesex  counties  ;  of  the  city  clerks  of  Boston,  Fitch- 
burg,  Lynn,  Marll)orough,  Mcdford,  Springiield,  Taunton, 
and  the  office  of  the  city  registrar  in  Boston ;  and  in  the 
towns  of  Amesbury,  xVsliland,  Attleborough,  Boxborough, 
Brookline,  Danvers,  Dighton,  Easton,  Egremont,  Fox- 
borough,  Groton,  Hanover,  Hull,  Lee,  Lexington,  Lynn- 
field,  Marshlield,  Medway,  Natick,  New  Ashford,  Newbury, 
North  Adams,  Pembroke,  Reading,  Rehoboth,  Richmond, 
Russell,  Rutland,  Scituate,  Sheffield,  Swansea,  Topsficld, 
Warren,  Watcrtown,  Westport,  Weymouth. 

As  an  evidence  of  what  is  possible  in  preserving  records 
by  this  process,  two  illustrations  are  given  of  an  ancient 
book  of  records  of  ''The  new  town  of  Salisbury,"  so  called, 
afterward  Amesbury.  These  scraps  of  leaves,  still  held 
together  by  the  stitching,  were  kept  in  a  box  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  were  photograplied  (Plate  1),  and  were 
supposed  to  be  i)ast  deciphering.  The  second  illustration 
represents  a  page  after  treatment,  and  proves  the  assertion 
that  any  paper  can  be  preserved  and  bound. 

This  book  is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  It  begins 
with  the  record  of  a  meeting  the  nineteenth  day  of  JNIarch, 
1655,  said  by  Merrill  in  his  history  of  Amesbury  to  be  in 
the  handwriting  of  Thomas  Macy,  and  the  following  vote, 
quoted  by  Merrill,  is  partly  legible  in  the  first  illustra- 
tion :  *'Atthe  same  meetini^  it  was  ordered  that  Thomas 
Macy  shall  record  the  orders  of  the  Company  &  to  this  end 
shall  have  3d.  a  meeting  allowed  to  him  and  also  apointed 
to  record  all  &  every  the  Articles  of  Agreement  made  be- 
tween the  old  town  &  us."  It  was  supposed  that  Amesbury 
possessed  a  copy  of  the  book ;  but  having,  with  the  aid  of 
the  history  referred  to,  deciphered  most  of  the  text,  I  find 
that  this  record  contains  much  not  in  the  supposed  coi)}^ 
omits  items  occurring  there,  and  diflers  in  phraseology  and 
spelling  in  the  record  of  many  of  the  votes  from  both  the 
copy  and  from  Merrill's  quotations. 

The  Thomas  Macy  whose  handwriting  is  here  preserved 
was  the  first  settler  of  Nantucket,  whose  departure  from 
Amesbury  with  his  family  in  an  open  boat,  to  escape  the 
punishment  of  the  General  Court  for  having  sheltered  four 
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Quakers  in  a  violent  rain  storm,  was  tlie  theme  of  Wliittier's 
poem     The  Exiles." 

The  rescue  of  these  tattered  leaves  from  total  destruction 
is  a  matter  of  congratulation  alike  to  persons  interested  in 
Amesbury  and  Nantucket. 

POINTING. 

Printing  of  the  records  is  under  consideration  or  in  [)rog- 
ress  in  several  of  the  cities  and  towns,  but  the  number  of 
volumes  published  the  past  year  is  less  than  usual.  The 
following  have  been  issued  :  — 

Dudley.  Town  records  of  Dudley,  Massachusetts.  Vols.  I. 
and  II.  1732-1794.  Printed  at  the  expense  of  Samuel  M. 
Conaiit,  Esq.    Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  1893. 

Hanover.  A  copy  of  the  records  of  Births,  Marriages,  and 
Deaths,  and  of  Intentions  of  Marriage,  of  the  Town  of  Hanover, 
1727-1857,  as  recorded  by  the  several  town  clerks  for  the  said 
town  of  Hanover.  Prepared  under  the  direction  of  Jcdediah 
Dwelley,  Morton  V.  Bonney,  Eben  C.  Waterman,  Melvin  S. 
Nash,  and  L.  Vernon  Briggs,  a  committee  appointed  by  said  town 
for  that  purpose.    Rockland,  1898. 

Wilmington.  Wilmington  Records  of  Births,  Marriages,  and 
Deaths,  from  1730-1898,  alphabetically  and  chronologically  ar- 
ranged by  James  E.  Kelley.  Edward  M.  Nichols,  town  clerk. 
Lowell,  1898. 

WoKCESTER.  Worcester  Town  Records,  1845-1848.  Edited 
by  Franklin  P.  Rice.  With  the  editor's  valedictory.  No.  51  of 
the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  Collections.   Worcester,  1895. 

Vaults. 

A  properly  constructed  vault  is  the  safest  receptacle  for 
records  ;  consequently,  wherever  it  Avas  possible  for  a  town 
to  build  in  its  own  building,  vaults  rather  than  safes  have 
been  advised.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  of  the  vaults, 
from  faulty  construction,  are  wholly  unlit  for  use. 

The  ignorance  displayed  by  architects  and  builders  in 
locating  and  building  vaults  is  surprising,  and  various  ex- 
pedients have  to  be  advised  to  render  them  dry  enough  for 
use.    Some  elegant  and  costly  buildings  contain  vaults  which 
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can  probably  never  l)c  made  dry.  With  the  hope  of  im- 
provement in  the  future,  the  following  letter  was,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  "  American  Architect,"  published  in  its 
columns,  and  attention  was  editorially  called  to  the  subject. 
It  has  already  borne  fruit  in  conferences,  and  requests  for 
plans,  which  arc  furnished  gratuitously^ 

Vault  Room  for  Public  Records. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  15,  1898. 

2o  the  Editors  of  the  "  American  Architect?'' 

Dear  Sirs: — I  would  ask  the  use  of  your  colamiis  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  records. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  find  how  little  attention  the 
architects  have  given  to  providing  sufficient  .vault  room  in  the 
buildings  intended  for  use  of  public  oflicers  who  must  keep  records. 
Town  buildings  provided  with  rooms  for  the  various  depiutments 
are  found  with  but  one  vault,  usually  for  the  use  of  the  town  clerk, 
and  that  one  of  a  capacity  soon  to  be  outgrown.  For  this  the 
architects  are  not  wholly  to  blame,  for  the  towu  ofilcers,  as  a  rule, 
have  cared  little  for  the  records,  and  their  estimate  of  needed  vault 
room  is  based  upon  the  comparatively  few  books  in  current  use. 

But  the  architects  in  many  cases  have  shown  great  ignorance 
in  the  construction  of  vaults,  locating  them  in  dark,  out-of-the- 
way  places,  which  seemed  unfit  for  other  use,  and  building  them 
without  the  slightest  thought  of  ventilation.  Many  are  built  in 
cellars,  the  word  vault  having  apparently  been  used  in  its  sense  of 
a  tomb.  The  consequence  is  that  many  of  the  vaults,  some  in  the 
finest  buildings,  are  worthless,  and  as  unfit  for  a  record  as  a  re- 
frigerator would  be,  and  books  placed  in  them  have  dropped  out 
of  their  covers  in  a  few  months. 

Vaults  should  be  constructed  with  double  walls,  with  an  air 
space  between,  and  ventilation  into  the  air  space  from  within  and 
without  should  be  provided.  Many  simple  devices  can  be  used 
for  this  purpose. 

The  single  vault  in  the  small  towns  should  have  a  floor  space  of 
at  least  forty  square  feet.  (Part  of  the  shelving  must  have  a 
depth  of  eighteen  inches  to  accommodate  the  "  valuation  "  books.) 
The  vaults  should  increase  in  number  and  size  according  to  the 
population  of  the  town. 

I  should  be  glad  to  confer  with  architects  or  builders  proposing 
to  draw  plans  for  town  buildings.  Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 


/  ■ 
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FlRKS. 

Each  year  socnis  dostincd  to  have  at  least  one  fire  in  a 
buiUlinii"  containing  public  records,  and,  sin^idarly,  several 
have  occurred  (hither  after  the  report  of  the  connnissioner 
was  ready  for  the  printer,  or  partly  printed.  This  year  the 
town  hall  at  Townsend  was  damaged  by  tire  to  the  extent 
of  several  thousand  dollars,  and  a  large  tire  at  Ilolliston 
burned  the  building  in  which  the  treasurer  and  collector 
kept  his  current  records.  These  were  removed  from  the 
safe  without  injury.  l)oth  of  these  fires  occurred  after  the 
report  was  completed. 

The  press  reports  that  the  records  at  Townsend  were  re- 
moved ^\'ere  incorrect.  There  is  a  line  vault,  in  which  they 
would  have  undoubtedly  been  safe;  but,  as  the  tire  did  not 
reach  that  part  of  the  building,  there  was  no  anxiety  felt 
about  them,  and  no  occasion  for  removal.  One  removal  of 
records  has  sometimes  proved  "  as  bad  as  a  tire." 

Static  Standard  Ink. 
The  abuse  of  the  State  standard  ink  continues  ;  abuse, 
first,  in  the  sense  of  ill  treatment,  and,  second,  in  its  c(;n- 
demnation  by  those  who  ill  treat  it.  As  long  as  any  ink 
jmssessing  the  (jualities  of  "i)erinanency  is  poured  in  unn(!c- 
essary  ({uantities  and  allowed  to  stand  exposed  to  the  air 
in  open  or  loosely  covered  ink  stands,  or  to  harden  u})on 
pens  that  are  seldom  w^ii)ed,  or  is  watered  because  it  has 
l)een  allowed  to  evaporate,  so  long  will  both  the  ink  and 
pens  be  unsatisfactory  to  use.  But  when  such  inks  are 
})oured  in  quantities  sufficient  for  immediate  use,  ink  stands 
are  kept  clean  and  covered,  pens  are  properly  cleaned  after 
using,  —  in  fact,  Avhen  the  care  is  given  to  the  use  of  ink 
that  is  given  to  the  use  of  other  liquids  used  in  arts,  trades, 
or  sciences  pro})er  results  will  be  obtained  and  complaints 
should  cease. 

The  ])ainter  who  took  as  little  care  of  his  paints  and 
brushes  as  many  of  the  persons  called  upon  to  use  the 
State  ink  do  of  their  ink  and  ])eus,  would  fmd  both  worth- 
less ;  oi- the  apothecary  who  allowed  evaporation  to  go  on 
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Avith  his  medicines  as  these  persons  do  with  their  ink,  or 
kept  his  implements  in  the  unclean  condition  in  -which  ink 
stands  and  i)ens  are  found,  would  have  serious  results  to 
answer  for.  Yet  the  cases  are  parallel.  The  ink  should 
evaporate  after  it  has  left  the  pen,  and  thus  "  bite"  its  way 
into  the  paper. 

Typewritten  Eecords. 

That  the  typewriter  has  taken  its  place  in  the  advanced 
methods  of  to-day  is  admitted.  That  it  is  in  use  upon  many 
of  the  public  records  is  a  fact.  The  legality  of  such  use 
in  tliis  State  is  a  question.  j\Iany  of  tlie  recording  officers 
who  would  like  to  use  it  believe  they  have  not  the  right, 
while  the  law  rccpiircs  that  records  shall  be  written  with 
the  State  standard  ink.  Those  who  do  use  it  claim  that 
printing  would  not  be  prohibited  by  the  ink  law,  so  called, 
and  that  typewriting  is  a  process  of  printing. 

Aside  from  any  law  in  the  matter,  the  typewriter  has  ad- 
vocates and  opponents  among  the  recording  ollicers,  'J'ho 
advocates  claim  economy  of  space  on  the  records  ;  speed, 
with  both  consequent  economy  in  recording  and  convenience 
to  the  public;  clearness  of  the  record,  in  that  it  is  i)rint; 
and  they  deny  the  claim  of  its  opponents,  that  the  record 
can  be  changed  without  detection.  .  They  admit  that  the 
permanency  of  typewriting  is  a  question.  Tho  opponents 
admit  a  part  of  the  claim  of  the  advocates,  but  claim  that 
tlie  record  can  ])e  erased  without  detection  ;  that  the  paper 
used  upon  the  t3^pewriter  is  apt  to  be  of  inferior  quality, 
and  consequently  the  files,  w^hich  are  a  part  of  the  public 
records,  are  not  ui)on  i)aper  required  by  statute;  and  that 
there  is  no  certainty  of  the  durability  of  typewriting. 

The  matter  of  erasure  can  be  determined  by  experiment, 
^rhe  claim  in  regard  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  paper  is 
not  wholly  true,  as  some  of  the  paper  made  for  the  type- 
writer is  more  carefully  washed  of  alkali  than  ordinary 
writing  pap(U'.  AVhether  in  typewriting  or  handwriting, 
the  recording  oflicers  should  sec  that  all  the  pa[)crs  liled 
ai"c  iq)()n  .standaid  pap(!i\ 

The  inti()(hu:tion  into  the  market  of  book  t3'peNvriters, 
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for  use  upon  bound  volumes,  in  use  in  many  public  offices, 
has  awakened  a  fresh  agitation  of  the  subject,  and  legisla- 
tion will  undoubtedly  be  asked  for  legalizing  the  use  of  the 
typewriter.  Kealizing  this,  it  seems  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioner  to  place  before  the  Legislature  all  the  informa- 
tion obtainable  upon  the  one  important  point,  —  the  dura- 
bility of  typewriting. 

Knowing  that  typewriting  was  legalized  in  a  few  of  the 
States,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  each  State 
in  July  last,  asking  if  there  had  been  any  legislation  upon 
the  subject  in  his  State.  The  replies  showed  that  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  were  the  only  States 
where  the  use  was  generally  legalized,  although  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  as  will  appear,  have  taken  action  with  re- 
gard to  certain  courts.  In  some  of  the  States  the  use  of 
the  typewriter  is  forbidden  on  records  in  State  departments. 

The  law  of  New  York  (chapter  166  of  1894)  is  as  fol- 
lows ;  — 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Recording  op  the  Public  Records, 
Papers  or  Documents  or  Matter  required  by  Law  to  be 
kecorded  by  public  officers. 

Became  a  law  March  23,  1894,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor.  Passed,  three- 
fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  arid  As- 
sembly, do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  public  officers  of  this  state  or  of  any  municipal 
corporation  therein,  having  charge  of  the  recording  of  public 
records,  papers,  documents  or  matters  now  required  by  law  to  be 
recorded  in  their  respective  offices,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  use  typewriting  machines  for  recording  the  same. 

§  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

The  Pennsylvania  law  (No.  125  of  1895)  is  as  follows  :  — 

An  Act  to  determine  the  Status  op  Typewriting. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  That  all  typewriting  heretofore 
executed  or  done,  and  all  typewriting  which  may  he  hereafter  exe- 
cuted or  done  for  any  purpose,  and  in  any  instrument  whatsoever, 
Bhall  have  the  same  legal  force,  meaning  and  effect  as  writing,  and 
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writing  shall  be  taken  and  held  to  include  typewriting :  Provided^ 
this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  in  any  manner  affect  or 
change  the  law  as  it  now  is  respecting  signatures. 

The  New  Jersey  law  (chapter  71  of  1898)  is  evidently 
copied  from  the  Pennsylvania  :  — 

An  Act  to  determine  the  Status  of  Type- writing. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New 

Jersey : 

1.  All  type-writing  heretofore  executed  or  done,  and  all  type- 
writing which  may  be  hereafter  executed  or  done,  for  any  purpose, 
and  in  any  instrument  whatsoever,  shall  have  the  same  legal  force, 
meaning  and  effect  as  writing,  and  writing  shall  be  taken  and  held 
to  include  type-writing ;  provided,  that  this  act;  shall  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  in  any  manner  affect  or  change  the  law  as  it  now 
is  respecting  signatures. 

2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately.  [^Apj)roved  March 
17th,  189S. 

The  Mississippi  law  (Annotated  Code,  §  4240)  provides 
that  the  official  stenographer  of  the  circuit  court  shall  upon 
demand  ^Mieatly  write  out  in  full-hand  or  typewriting  a 
complete  copy  of  his  stenographer's  notes." 

In  Louisiana  the  rules  of  the  supreme  court  for  a  number 
of  years  require  transcripts  of  appeals  from  the  parish  of 
Orleans  to  be  typewritten,  and  2)ermit  them  to  be  made  out 
in  that  manner  from  other  parishes  in  the  State.  The  clerk 
of  that  court  writes  :  So  general  has  become  the  custom 
of  making  out  transcripts  of  appeal  in  typewriting,  that 
out  of  an  average  of  three  hundred  transcripts  of  appeal 
filed  in  the  office  per  annum  not  more  than  thirty  are  in 
manuscript." 

It  will  he  seen  that  m  neither  of  these  laivs,  nor  in  the 
rules,  is  there  any  safeguard  against  the  fagitiveness  of  the 
writing. 

Knowing  that  the  market  is  full  of  all  sorts  of  typewriter 
ribbons,  with  a  wide  range  in  prices  ;  that  with  many  people 
the  lowest  price  seems  to  be  the  chief  requisite ;  that  some 
of  the  standard  ribbons  are  counterfeited ;  that  ribbons  have 
been  guaranteed  as  permanent,  when  it  was  known  that  they 
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were  not;  and  that  bids  were  being  made  to  copy  records 
upon  typewriters  by  persons  not  likely  to  give  considera- 
tion to  the  permanency  of  the  work,  but,  on  the  contrary 
likely  to  purchase  the  cheapest  ril)])ons,  or  such  as  their 
fancy  has  led  them  to  use ;  and  that  it  is  currently  reported 
that  records  written  in  other  States  with  the  typewriter  a 
few  years  ago  were  fast  fading,  —  it  seemed  best  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject  of  ribbons. 

■  An  absolutely  fair  test  of  the  various  ribbons  was  diffi- 
cult, for  several  reasons.  Purchasing  them  in  open  market 
was  not  practicable,  for  the  reason  that  certain  ribbons  could 
be  obtained  only  of  certain  persons,  generally  agents,  and 
then  particular  ribbons  of  a  manudicturer,  for  which  there 
was  little  demand,  mii?ht  not  be  found  in  stock.  It  would 
have  been  difficult  to  purcliase  without  the  purpose  being 
known. 

Even  if  all  the  ribl)ons  could  have  been  ol^tained  (at  con- 
siderable expense),  they  were  not  adapted  to  a  particular 
typewriter,  and  to  have  used  these  upon  different  machines 
would  have  prevented  a  fair  comparison  of  the  writing,  from 
the  fact  that  the  force  of  the  impression  varies  with  different 
machines.  Consequently,  seven  of  the  leading  manufacturers 
supplying  the  Massachusetts  market  were  asked  to  submit 
samples,  upon  standard  record  paper  furnished  from  this 
office,  of  work  done  with  the  various  ribbons  or  pads  of 
-their  manufacture.  Samples  of  writing  done  with  eighty- 
four  of  these  were  submitted.  These  samples  Avere  exposed 
to  direct  sunlight  fifty-two  days,  and  to  diflused  light  ninety- 
eight  days.  Of  these,  twenty-eight  entirely  disappeared, 
or  showed  that  with  further  exposure  they  would  be  likely 
to  do  so.  Forty  were  copying  ribbons,  which  from  their 
tendency  to  offset  and  to  run  if  wet  should  not  be  used  on 
records.  The  remaining  sixteen  showed  so  little  sign  of 
fading  under  the  severe  test  that  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that 
they  are  permanent,  and  these  were  the  only  ones  which  the 
manufacturers  claimed  were  permanent. 

The  same  conditions  exist  in  regard  to  typewriter  ribbons 
that  existed  in  regard  to  ink  before  the  report  upon  ink  in 
the  third  report  of  this  commission.    The  chief  demand  for 
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ink  was  for  business  uses  or  general  correspondence.  Few 
gave  a  thought  to  the  matter  of  permanency ;  a  free-flowing 
fluid,  that  would  not  thicken,  and,  if  possible,  could  be 
black  when  first  used,  was  what  was  desired,  and  conse- 
quently was  what  was  chiclly  put  upon  the  market  by  the 
manufacturers.  Naturally,  such  inks  found  their  way  upon 
the  records,  though  the  two  popular  qualities  made  them 
unfit  for  records. 

So  with  reoard  to  ribbons.  The  2:reatest  demand  is  for 
business  uses,  and  ribbons  possessing  copying  qualities, 
making  them  most  in  demand  for  such  uses,  are  most  likely 
to  be  found  on  typewriters,  read}^  for  use  upon  records  as 
well.  A  purple  copying  ribbon  is  among  the  most  popular, 
and  is  admittedhj  the  most  fugitive. 

Chemical  analyses  of  certain  inks  and  typewriter  ribbons 
have  been  made  for  some  of  the  departments  at  Washington, 
and  the  results  have  been  printed.  These  tests  are  not 
satisfying  to  a  person  trying  to  obtain  the  most  information 
for  the  benefit  of  his  records;  That  a  particular  ink  or  rib- 
bon of  A's  or  B's,  submitted  especially  for  a  test,  proves  to 
be  what  was  claimed  for  it,  and  is  reported  to  })osscss  many 
other  qualities  of  no  consequence  to  a  recording  officer,  is 
not  satisfactory  evidence  that  all  of  A's  or  B's  inks  or  ril)- 
bons  are  permanent.  Nor  should  it  mean  that  A's  or  IVs 
inks  or  ribbons  are  superior  to  many  others  not  sulmiitted 
for  test.  They  may,  in  fact,  be  much  inferior,  and  this 
gives  such  tests  an  element  of  unfairness. 

It  is  often  held  out  by  salesmen  as  sufficient  evidence  of 
superiority  that  a  certain  ink  or  ribbon  is  in  use  at  Wash- 
ington," when  a  dozen  others  may  be  in  use  in  other  depart- 
ments, perhaps  all  proi)er  for  the  use  required  of  them. 
The  bids  of  a  certain  department  a  few  years  since  called 
for  eight  diflerent  inks,  only  two  of  which  were  suitable  for 
records. 

The  claim  has  been  made  that  certain  ribbons  are  im- 
pregnated with  printer's  ink,  and  consequently  permanent. 
The  very  nature  of  printer's  ink,  which  is  made  permanent 
b}^  the  drying  of  the  oil  that  holds  the  ingredients  in  sus- 
pension, made  the  claim  seem  doubtful.    Several  })crsons 
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competent  to  judge  have  been  cons.ulted,  and  say  that  the 
one  requisite  for  a  typewriter  ribhon,  that  it  must  remain 
moist,  would  absolutely  bar  printer's  ink  from  use  upon  it. 

In  the  light  of  all  the  information  obtainable,  it  seems 
safe  to  conclude  that  typewriting  ma}^  be  permanent  if  done 
with  ink  made  for  permanency  by  reputable  manufacturers, » 
but  that  no  typewriting  should  be  allowed  upon  the  records 
without  some  safeguard  as  to  the  permanency  of  the  inks. 

Care  must  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  ribbons,  as  the 
terms  applied  to  them  by  the  manufacturers  are  very  mis- 
leading. The  term  ^'record"  is  applied  by  most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  manufacturers,  —  not  to  a  ribbon  suital)le  for 
records,  but  to  mean  non-copying.  Indelil)le  means  that 
acid  will  not  alfect  the  writing  done  by  a  ril)bon  with  that 
name,  although  it  may  be  fugitive.  Permanency  must  be 
asked  for,  and  reputable  manufacturers  can  furnish  perma- 
nent ribbons. 

There  is  one  very  decided  objection  to  the  use  upon  rec- 
ords of  certain  styles  of  typewriter.  This  is  the  inability 
of  the  machines  to  properly  hold  a  fold  of  standard  record 
paper,  making  it  a  necessity  that  the  writing  shall  be  done 
upon  half  sheets.  These  cannot  be  properly  bound.  Half 
sheets  caught  together  by  stitching  and  glued  to  a  back  can- 
not make  a  substantial  volume.  The  additional  strenoth  of 
the  fold  is  needed,  and  even  then,  as  shown  by  the  ancient 
records,  the  paper  will  tear  out  of  the  backs,  necessitating 
a  hinging  of  the  leaA^es  when  the  life  of  the  paper  is  gone. 

Locations  of  Towns  in  Counties. 
The  searchers  of  records  are  often  at  a  loss  to  known 
what  county  records  are  to  be  consulted  for  information 
relating  to  certain  towns.  The  original  counties  included 
so  much  territory,  Suffolk  County,  for  instance,  extending 
to  the  present  Hampden,  that  a  record  relating  to  a  town 
in  the  central  part  of  the  State  may  be  in  Boston  or  Cam- 
bridge. To  aid  those  consulting  the  records,  the  following 
information  is  appended. 

EGBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 


APPENDIX. 


LOCATION  OF  TOWNS  IN  COUNTIES. 


In  the  first  presciilation  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  each 
county  is  first  given,  with  the  names  of  the  places  (variously  called 
towns  or  plantations,  or  with  simply  a  name  implying  a  settle- 
ment) which  were  first  included  in  the  county.  The  places  after- 
ward formed  are  then  given.  The  dates  immediately  following 
the  names  are  the  dates  of  establishment  or  incorporation,  or  first 
mention  in  the  records  of  the  State.  Where  the  date  is  omitted 
it  will  be  found  against  the  name  in  the  original  county;  as,  for 
instance,  Sheffield  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  w^as  originally  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  therefore  appears  there  with  its  date. 
Where  a  town  name  has  been  changed,  the  original  and  later 
names  are  braced. 

The  towns  that  have  been  taken  out  of  a  county,  either  to  be 
included  in  another  or  to  become  part  of  an  adjoining  State,  have 
the  information  concerning  them  presented  in  such  a  manner  that 
uo  explanation  seems  necessary. 

A  second  presentation,  made  in  tabular  form,  gives  the  names 
of  all  the  towns  that  have  been  in  more  than  one  county.  The 
name  of  the  town  is  followed  by  the  date  when  it  w^as  included 
in  the  original  county,  and  this  is  followed  by  the  name  of  the 
county  in  which  it  w^as  later  included,  with  the  date  of  the  change. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  folloio  legislation  concerning  toicn 
boundary  lioies,  by  ivhich  small  portions  of  a  town  might  have  been 
transferred  to  an  adjoining  county.  It  is  doubtful  if  in  the  absence 
of  plans  and  surveys^  such  changes  could  be  noted  ivith  accuracy. 

County  of  Barnstable. 
The  county  of  T3arnstable  was  establislied  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  I'lymouth,  June  2, 1685  (Ply.  Col.  Laws, 
edit.  1830,  p.  295).    As  originally  constituted,  it  com^jrised :  — 

Barnstable,  IVIarch  5,  1638. 
Sandwich,  March  6,  1638. 
Yarmoutli,  Jan.  7,  1639. 
Kastham,  June  7,  1651. 
Sippican  (afterward  Kocliester). 
Suckonessct  (afterward  Falmouth). 
Monamoy  (afterward  Chatham). 
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Barnstable  was  made  the  county  town.  Tlie  placcp,  afterward  formed 
were :  — 

Rochester  (formerly  Sippican),  June  4,  1G8G  ;  annexed  to  Plym- 

outh  County  Nov.  19,  1707. 
Falmouth  (formerly  Suckonesset),  Sept.  14,  lCf)4. 
Harwich,  Sept.  14,  1694. 
Truro,  July  16,  1709. 

Chatham  (formerly  Monamoy),  June  11,  1712. 

Provincetown,  June  14,  1727. 

Wellfleet,  June  16,  1763. 

Dennis,  June  19,  1793. 

Orleans,  March  3,  1797. 

Brewster,  Feb,  19,  1803. 

Mashpee,  May  28, 1870  (formerly  districts  of  Mashpee  and  Marsh- 
pee). 

Bourne,  April  2, 1884. 

County  of  Berkshire, 
The  county  of  Berkshire  was  established  by  an  act  passed  April  21, 
1761,  which  took  eflect  June  30,  1761  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  432). 
As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Sheffield. 

Stock  bridge. 

Egremont. 

New  Marlborough. 

And  the  plantations  of :  — 
J  Poontoosuck. 

{  Pittsfield  J  after  April  21,  1761. 
New  Framingham  (afterward  Lanesbo.rough). 
West  Iloosuck  (afterward  Williamstown). 

Number  One  (afterward  Tyringham).  * 
Number  Three  (afterward  Sandisfield). 
Number  Four  (afterward  Becket). 
**  And  all  other  lands  included  in  the  following  limits." 

These  limits  included  the  territory  which,  with  the  above-named 
places,  constitute  the  present  county  of  Berkshire,  and  probably  parts  of 
the  towns  of  Middlefield,  Rowe,  and  Monroe,  not  now  in  the  county, 
as  the  descrii^tion  of  the  easterly  line  of  the  county  makes  it  probable 
that  the  line  was  generally  straight  from  the  north-east  corner  of  Becket 
to  the  New  Hampshire  line.  Within  these  limits  the  following  places 
have  been  formed :  — 

Great  Barrington,  June  80,  1761. 

Sandisfield  (formerly  Number  Three),  March  6,  1762. 


«  Pittsfield  received  Its  name  on  the  day  tho  county  was  established,  and,  as  Poon- 
toosuck Is  named  la  the  establishing  act,  it  is  necessary  to  include  both  names. 


1899.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


27 


Tyringham  (formerly  Number  One),  March  G,  1762. 

Becket  (formerly  Number  Four),  June  21,  1705. 

Lanesborough  (formerly  New  Framingliam),  June  21,  1765. 

Williamstown  (formerly  West  Iloosuck),  June  21,  1765, 

Lenox,  Feb.  26,  1767. 

Alford,Feb.  16,  1773. 

West  Stockbridge,  March  9,  1774. 

Hancock,  July  2,  1776. 

Washington,  April  12,  1777. 

Lee,  Oct.  21,  1777. 

Adams,  Oct.  15,  1778. 

Gageborough  (July  4,  1771). 

Windsor  after  Oct.  16,  1778. 

Mount  Washington,  June  21,  1779. 

New  Ashford,  Feb.  26,  1781. 

Dalton,  March  20,  1784. 

Richmont  (June  21,  1765). 

Richmond  after  March  3,  1785. 

Cheshire,  March  14,  1793. 

Savoy,  Feb.  20,  1797. 

Southfield  (district  of),  June  19,  1797  ;  annexed  to  Sandisfield. 
Clarksburg,  March  2,  1798. 
Hinsdale,  June  21,  1804. 
Florida,  June  15,  1805. 
,  Partridgefield  (July  4,  1771). 
'  Peru  after  June  19,  1806. 
'Loudon  (Feb.  27, 1773). 

I  Bethlehem  (June  24,  1789)  ;  united  with  Loudon. 


Boston  Corner  (district  of),  April  14,  1838;  ceded  to  New  York. 
Monterey,  April  12,  1847. 
North  Adams,  April  16,  1878. 


The  county  of  Bristol  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2, 1685  (Ply.  Col.  Laws, 
edit.  1836,  p.  295).  Bristol  was  the  county  town,  and  so  continued  until 
Nov.  13,  1746,  when  Taunton  was  made  the  shire  town.  As  originally 
constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Bristol,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May  28,  1746. 
Taunton,  March  3,  1639. 
Rehoboth,  June  4,  1645. 
Dartmouth,  Oct.  5,  1652. 
Swansea,  INlarch  5,  1668. 

Little  Compton,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May 

28,  1746. 
Freetown,  July  1683. 
Sowammit  (afterward  Somerset). 


County  of  Bristol. 
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Pocasset,  and 
Punkatest. 

Tiverton  after  June  14,  1694,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal 
decree  May  28,  174G. 

"And  all  such  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  as  arc  or  may  be  settled 
on  such  lands."  Within  the  limits  of  these  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages 
the  following  towns  have  been  formed :  — 

Attleborough,  Oct.  19,  1694. 
Norton,  March  17,  1710. 
Dighton,  May  30,  1712. 
Easton,  Dec.  21,  1725. 
Raynham,  April  2,  1731. 
Berkley,  April  18,  1735. 
Mansfield,  April  26,  1770. 
New  Bedford,  Feb.  23,  1787. 
Westport,  July  2,  1787. 

Somerset  (formerly  Sowammit),  Feb.  20,  1790. 
Fairhaven,  Feb.  22,  1812. 
Seekonk,  Feb.  26,  1812. 

AVellington,  June  9,  1814,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22,  1826. 
/-Fall  River  (Feb.  2G,  1803). 
)  Troy  (June  18,  1804). 
(Fall  River,  Feb.  12,  1834. 

Acushnet,  Feb.  13,  1860. 

North  Attleborough,  June  14,  1887. 

County  of  Dukes  County. 
The  county  of  Dukes  County  is  peculiar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  only  county  in  which  the  word  county  twice  a))pears.  It  was  first 
established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1683, 
in  these  words :  "Dukes  County  so  contayns  the  Island  of  Nantuckett, 
Martin's  Vineyard,  Elizabeth  Island  and  nomans  land."  By  the  Prov- 
ince Charter  in  1692  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  9)  the  "  Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  Nantukett  near  Cape  Cod  "  were  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  The  "Island  of  Cappawock,  aZzVis  Martha's  Vineyard,  is 
referred  to  in  an  act  of  June  13,  1693  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  117),  and 
June  22,  1695  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  216),  it  was  ordered  that  "The 
Islands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elsabeth  Islands,  the  islands  culled  No- 
man's  Land, and  all  the  dependencies  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
(the  Island  of  Nantucket  onely  excepted)  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  to 
be  one  county  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  as  originally  constituted  contained  the  towns  of :  — 

Chilmark,'  Sept.  14,  1694. 
Edgartown,  July  8,  1671. 
Tisbury,  July  8,  1671. 

1  Chilmaik  appears  in  tlie  tax  act  at  this  time,  altliough  not  umil  Oct.  30,  1714, 
is  "  The  Maiinour  of  Tisbury  commonly  called  Chilmark  "  given  the  powers  of  a 
Jown. 
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The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Gay  Head,  May  28,  1856. 
Gosnold,  March  17,  1864. 
Cottage  City,  Feb.  17,  1880. 
West  Tisbury,  April  28,  1892. 

County  of  Essex. 

The  county  of  Essex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General  Court, 
May  10,  1G43  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole  planta- 
tion w*^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  originally 
constituted  it  comprised  :  — 

Salem,  Aug.  23,  1630. 
Lynn,  Nov.  20,  1637. 
Enon  (afterward  Wenham). 
Ipswich,  Aug.  5,  1634. 
Rowley,  Sept.  4,  1639. 
Newbury,  May  6,  1635. 
Gloucester,  May  18,  1612. 
Cochicawick  (afterward  Andover). 

When  the  original  Norfolk  County  became  extinct,  Feb.  4,  1680,  the 
following  places  were  annexed  to  Essex  County :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7,  1640. 
Haverhill,  June  2,  1641. 
Amesbury,  May  27,  1668. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — - 

Wenham,  Sept.  7,  1643  (formerly  Enon). 

Manchester,  May  14,  1645, 

Andover,  May  6,  1646  (formerly  Cochicawick). 

Topsfield,  Oct.  18,  1648. 

Marblehead,  May  2,  1649. 

Beverly,  Oct.  14,  1668. 

Bradford,  Oct.  13,  1675 ;  annexed  to  Haverhill  Jan.  4,  1897. 

Boxford,  Sept,  14,  1694. 

Methuen,  Dec.  8,  1725. 

Middleton,  June  20,  1728. 

Dan  vers,  Jan.  28,  1752. 

Newburyport,  Jan.  28,  1764. 

Lynnfield,  July  3,  1782. 

Hamilton,  June  21,  1793. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17,  1815. 

Essex,  Feb.  15,  1819. 
U'arsons  (Feb.  18,  1819). 
}  West  Newbury  after  June  14,  1820. 

Georgetown,  April  21,  1838. 

Rockport,  Feb.  27,  1840. 

Lawrence,  April  17,  1847. 
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Groveland,  March  8,  1850. 

Swampscott,  May  21,  1852. 

Nahant,  March  29,  1858. 

North  Andover,  April  7,  1855. 
<  South  Dan  vers  (May  18,  1855). 
c  Peabody  after  April  13,  18G8. 

Merrimac,  April  11,  1876. 


County  of  Franklin. 

The  county  of  Franklin  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  June  21,  1811,  which  went  into  ellect  Dec.  2,  1811.  The  bounda- 
ries as  described  included  the  towns  of :  — 


Ash  field. 

Bernardston. 

Buck  land. 

Charlemont. 

Colrain. 

Conway. 

Deerfield. 

Gill. 


Greenfield. 

Ilawley. 

Heath. 

Leverett. 

Leyden. 

Montague. 

New  Salem. 

Northfield. 


Orange. 

Rowe. 

Shelburne. 

Shutesbur3% 

Sunderland. 

Warwick. 

Wendell. 

Whately. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were 

Monroe,  Feb.  21, 1822. 
Erving,  April  17,  1838. 


County  of  Hampden, 

The  county  of  Hampden  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  Feb.  25,  1812,  which  went  into  effect  Aug.  1,  1812.  As  originally 
constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Springfield.  West  Springfield. 

Longmeadow.  Westfield. 

Wilbraham.  Montgomery. 

Monson.  Russell. 

Holland.  Blandford. 

Brimfield.  Granville. 

South  Brimfield  (afterward  Wales).  Southwick. 

Palmer.  Tolland. 

Ludlow.  Chester. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wales  (formerly  South  Brimfield),  Feb.  20,  1828. 

Chicopee,  April  29,  1848. 

Holyoke,  March  14,  1850. 

Agawam,  May  17,  1855. 

Hampden,  March  28,  1878. 

East  Longmeadow,  May  19,  1894. 
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County  of  Ilmvj^shire. 

The  county  of  Hampshire  was  estal>lished  b}-  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  7,  1CG2  (Mass.  Rco.,  Vol.  IV.,  Part  2,  p.  52),  and  included 
the  towns  of  Springfield,  Northampton  and  Hadley.  The  bounds  were 
described  as  follows :  "  The  bounds  or  ijimitts  on  the  south  to  be  tlie 
south  Ijne  of  the  pattent,  the  extent  of  other  bounds  to  be  full  thirty 
miles  distant  from  any  or  either  of  the  foresaid  tounes."  Springfield 
was  to  be  the  shire  town,  and  the  courts  were  "to  be  kept  one  time  at 
Springfeild  &  another  time  at  Northampton  ;  the  like  order  to  be  ob- 
served for  their  shire  meetings,  that  is  to  say,  one  yeere  at  one  tonne  & 
the  next  ycare  at  the  other,  from  time  to  tjme."  As  originally  consti- 
tuted, it  comprised  the  towns  of  :  — 

Springfield,  June  2,  1641 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Northampton,  May  14,  1656. 
Hadley,  May  22,  1661. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Westfield,  May  19, 1669 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 

Hatfield,  May  31,  1670. 

Brookfield,  Oct.  15,  1673  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 
10, 1731. 

SufBeld,  June  3,  1674  (formerly  Southfield  ;  set  off  to  Connecticut 
May  1749). 

Deerfield,  Oct.  22, 1677  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Northfield,  Feb.  22,1714;  incorpora4;ed  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 

Sunderland,  Nov.  12,  1718  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

Brimfield,  Aug.  16,  1722 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 
1,  1812. 

Sheffield,  June  22,  1733;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 
30,  1761. 

Somers,  July  4,  1734;  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 
J  Arlington. 

C  Winchester  after  June  16,  1739 ;  set  off  to  New  Hampshire. 
Stock  bridge,  June  22,  1739 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County 
June  30,  1761. 

Blandford,  April  10, 1741 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Pelham,  Jan.  15,  1743. 

Palmer,  Jan.  30,  1752;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Southampton,  Jan.  5,  1753. 
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Sonth  Iladley,  April  12,  1753. 

Greenfield,  June  9,  175o ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

New  Salem,  June  15,  1753 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

Montague,  Jan,  25,1754;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

Granville,  Jan.  25,  1754 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,1812. 
Greenwich,  April  20, 1754. 
Amherst,  Feb.  13,  1759. 

New  Marlborough,  June  15,  1759 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire 

County  June  30, 1761. 
Egremont,  Feb.  13,  1760 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30,  1761. 

Monson,  April  28,  1760 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 
1,1812. 

Pittsfield,  April  21,  1761;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30, 1761. 
Belchertown,  June  30,  1761. 

Colrain,  June  30,  1761  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Shutesbury,  June  30,  1761 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 
Ware,  Nov.  25,  1761. 

Bernardston,  March  6,  1762;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County 

Dec.  2,  1811. 
Chesterfield,  June  11,  1762. 

South  Brimfield,  Sept.  18, 1762 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug.  1,  1812. 

Warwick,  Feb.  17,  1763 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Wilbraham,  June  15,  1763;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug.  1,  1812. 

Charlemont,  June  21, 1765  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

Ashfield,  June  21,  1765  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Conway,  June  17, 1767;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Granby,  June  11,  1768. 

Shelburne,  June  21,  1768 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 
Worthington,  June  30,  1768. 

Southwick,  Nov.  7,  1770  ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 

Whately,  April  24,  1771 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 

Williamsburg,  April  24,  1771. 
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West  Springfield,  Feb.  23, 1774  ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug.  1,  1812. 

Ludlow,  Feb.  28,  1774 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Leverett,  March  5,  1774 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dee. 
2,1811. 

Westhampton,  Sept.  29,  1778. 

Buckland,  April  14,  1779 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 
Cummington,  June  23,  1779. 

Montgomery,  Nov.  28,  1780;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug,  1, 1812. 

Wendell,  INIay  8,  1781 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Goshen,  May  14, 1781. 
/-Murrayfield  (Oct.  31,  1765). 

^Chester  after  Feb.  21,  1783;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
C    Aug.  1,1812. 
Middlefield,  March  12,  1783. 

Holland,  July  6,  1783  ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Longmeadow,  Oct.  13,  1783. 

Orange,  Oct.  15, 1783  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Leyden,  March  12, 1784 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Rowe,  Feb.  9, 1785  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Heath,  Feb.  14, 1785  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Plainfield,  March  16,  1785. 
Easthampton,  June  17,  1785. 

Hawley,  F eb.  6,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Russell,  Feb.  25,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Gill,  Sept.  28, 1793  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Tolland,  June  14,  1810  ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Enfield,  Feb.  15,  1816. 

Prescott,  Jan.  28,  1822. 
J  Norwich  (June  29,  1773). 
)  Huntington  after  March  9,  1855. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

The  county  of  Middlesex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Kec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w'^^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  origi- 
nally constituted,  it  comprised  :  — 

Charlestown,  Aug.  23,  1630 ;  annexed  to  SulFolk  Jan.  5,  1874. 
Watcrtown,  Sept.  7,  1630. 
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Concord,  Sept.  8,  1635. 
Medford,  Sept.  28,  1630. 
Lynn  Village  (afterward  Reading). 
Cambridge,  Sept.  8,  1636. 
Sudbury,  Sept.  4,  1639. 
Woburn,  Sept.  27,  1642. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Reading,  May  29,  16 M  (formerly  Lynn  Village). 
Maiden,  May  2,  1619. 

Lancaster,*  May  18, 1653  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

Coiinty  July  10,  1731. 
Groton,  May  29,  1655. 
Chelmsford,  May  29,  1655. 
Billerica,  May  29,  1655. 
Marlborough,  May  31,  1660. 
Sherborn,  Oct.  7,  1674. 
Framingham,  Oct.  13,  1675. 
Natick,  April  16,  1679. 
Dunstable,  Oct.  13,  1680.  . 
Stow,  May  16,  1683. 

Worcester,  Oct.  15,  1684  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Newton,  Dec.  15,  1691. 
Dracut,  Feb.  26,  1701. 
Weston,  Jan.  1,  1713. 

Leicester,  Feb.  15,  1713 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Rutland,  Feb.  23,  1713 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Lexington,  March  20,  1713. 
Littleton,  Dec.  3,  1715. 
Hopkinton,  Dec.  13,  1715. 

Westborough,  Nov.  18, 1717  ;  incorporated  in  Worces- 
ter County  July  10,  1731. 

Shrewsbury,  Dec.  6,  1720 ;  incorporated  in  Worces- 
ter County  July  10,  1731. 

Holliston,  Dec.  3,  1724. 

Stoneham,  Dec.  17,  1725. 

Southborough,  July  6,  1727. 

Lunenburg,  Aug.  1, 1728  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Westford,  Sept.  23,  1729. 
Bedford,  Sept.  23,  1729. 
Wilmington,  Sept.  25,  17.30. 
Townscnd,  June  29, 1732. 
Tewksbury,  Dec.  17,  1734. 


»  The  names  Prescott,  West  Towne,  and  Lancaster  were  all  given  to  the  plantation 
of  Nashaway  on  the  same  date,  l)ut  the  name  liaucastcr  has  survived. 
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Acton,  July  3,  1735. 
Walthaiii,  Jan.  4,  1738. 
Shirley,  Jan.  5,  1753 


1808877 


Peppcrell,  April  12,  1753. 
Lincoln,  April  19,  1754. 

Carlisle  (District  of),  April  19,  1754;  annexed  to 

Concord  Oct.  6,  1756. 
Ashby,  March  6,  1767. 
Carlisle,  April  28,  1780. 
Boxborough,  Feb.  25, 1783. 
Tyngsboroiigh,  June  22,  1789. 
Burlington,  Feb.  28,  1799. 

Brighton,  Feb.  24,  1807  ;  annexed  to  Suftblk  County 

Jan.  6,  1874. 
Lowell,  March  1,  1826. 
East  Sudbury  (April  10,  1780). 
Wayland  after  March  11,  1835'. 
Sonierville,  March  3,  1842. 
Ashland,  March  16,  1846. 
Winchester,  April  30,  1850. 
Melrose,  May  3,  1850 
North  Reading,  Marcli  22,  1853. 
Belmont,  March  18,  1859. 
Hudson,  March  19,  1866. 
West  Cambridge  (Feb.  27,  1807). 
Arlington  after  April  30,  1867. 
South  Reading  (Feb.  25,  1812). 
Wakefield  after  June  30,  1868. 
Everett,  March  9,  1870. 
Ayer,  Feb.  14, 1871. 
Maynard,  April  19,  1871. 


County  of  Nantucket. 

The  "Island  of  Nantucket"  was  until  June  22,  1695,  included  in  the 
County  of  Dukes  County  (see  County  of  Dukes  County).  On  that  day 
it  was  ordered  that  the  Island  of  Nantucket  should  be  excepted  from 
the  islands  continuing  in  that  county.  Nantucket  was  "  to  remain  under 
the  same  forme  of  government  as  is  already  there  setled,"  and  appeals 
from  judgments  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  were  to  be  heard 
at  Boston,  No  act  is  found  establishing  the  county  of  Nantucket,  but 
it  is  frequently  referred  to  in  the  printed  laws  under  that  name  until 
by  an  act  of  Feb.  19,  1765,  a  time  was  fixed  for  holding  court  "within 
and  for  the  County  of  Nantucket."  It  seems  proper,  therefore,  to  con- 
sider that  whatever  "  forme  of  government  ^'  partook  of  a  county  form 
should  date  from  the  time  the  island  was  taken  out  of  the  County  of 
Dukes  County,  June  22,  1695.  The  only  town  on  the  island  at  that  time 
was :  — 


Sherburn  (June  27,  1687). 
Nantucket  after  Juno  8,  1795. 
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County  of  Norfolk.  {Original.) 

The  first  county  of  Norfolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  May  10,  1643  (Mass  Rec.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The 
whole  plantation  w^'Mn  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As 
originally  constituted,  it  comprised  :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7,  1640 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4,  1680. 
Hampton,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1680. 
Haverhill,  June  2,  1641 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4,  1680. 
Exeter,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1G80. 
Dover,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1680. 
Strawberry  Bank  (afterward  Portsmouth), included  in  New  Hamp- 
shire Jan.  22,  1680. 

The  place  afterward  formed  was  :  — 

Amesbury,  May  27,  1668  ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4,  1680. 

County  of  Norfolk,  ■ 

The  county  of  Norfolk,  the  second  of  the  name  in  the  State,  was  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  ]\Iarch  26, 1793,  which  went 
into  effect  June  20,  1793.  "  All  the  territory  of  the  county  of  Suffolk 
not  comprehended  within  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Chelsea"  was  "  formed 
and  erected  "  into  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  but  on  the  day  the  act  took 
effect  an  act  was  passed  continuing  Ilingham  and  Hull  in  SutTolk  County. 
As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  :  — 

Dorchester,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  3,  1870. 
Roxbury,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  5,  1868. 

Weymouth.                Needham.  Cohasset. 

Dedham.                    Medway.  Franklin. 

Braintree.                  Bellingham.  Foxborough. 

Medfield.                   Walpole.  Dover. 

Milton.                      Stoughton.  Qnincy. 

Wrentham.                 Sharon.  Randolph. 
Brookline. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were  :  — 
Canton,  Feb.  23,  1797. 

West  Roxbury,  March  24,  1851 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan. 

5,  1874. 
Hyde  Park,  April  22,  1868. 
Norfolk,  Feb.  23,  1870. 
Norwood,  Feb.  23,  1872. 
Holbrook,  Feb.  29,  1872. 
Wellesley,  April  6,  1881. 
Millis,  Feb.  21,  1885. 
Avon,  Feb.  21,  1888. 
Westwood,  April  2,  1897. 
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County  of  Plymouth. 

The  county  of  Plymouth  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2,  1G85  (Ply.  Col. 
Laws,  edit.  1836,  p.  295).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Plymouth,  ,  1620. 

Duxbury,  June  7,  1637. 
Scituate,  July  1,  1633. 
Marshfield,  Mar.  1,  1642. 
Bridgewater,  June  3,  1656. 
Middleborough,  June  1,  1669. 
"Together  with  all  such  places  and  villages  that  do  or  may  lye  be- 
tween the  said  Towns  and  the  Patent  Line." 

Within  these  limits  the  following  places  have  been  formed :  — 

Plympton,  June  4,  1707. 

Pembroke,  Mar.  21,  1712. 

Abington,  June  10,  1712. 

Kingston,  June  16,  1726. 

Hanover,  June  14,  1727. 

Halifax,  July  4,  1734. 

Wareham,  July  10,  1739. 

Carver,  June  9,  1790. 

Hanson,  Feb.  22,  1820. 

West  Bridgewater,  Feb.  16,  1822. 

East  Bridgewater,  June  14,  1823. 

Marion,  May  14,  1852. 

Lakeville,  May  13,  1853. 

Mattapoisett,  May  20,  1857. 
J  North  Bridgewater  (June  15,  1821). 
}  Brockton  after  May  5,  1874. 

Rockland,  May  9,  1874. 
^  South  Abington  (March  4,  1875). 
}  Whitman  after  May  3,  1886. 
^  South  Scituate  (Feb.  14,  1849). 
i  Norwell  after  March  5,  1888. 

Rochester  was  set  off  from  Barnstable  County  to  Plymouth  County, 
Nov.  19,  1707. 

Hingham  was  set  off  from  Suffolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June 
18,  1803. 

Hull  was  set  off  from  Suffolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June  18, 
1803. 

County  of  Suffolk, 

The  county  of  Suffolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  tlic  General 
Court  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec.  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w^''in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  orig- 
inally constituted,  it  comprised :  — 


PUBLIC  RECOIIDS. 


[Jan. 


Boston,  Sept.  7,  IG.'O. 

Koxbuvy,  Sept.  2G,  1630  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793;  annexed  to  Snftblk  County  Jan.  5,  18C8. 
Dorchester,  Sept.  7,  1630 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793  ;  annexed  to  Suftblk  County  Jan.  3,  1870. 
Dedham,  Sept.  8,  1636  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 

Braintree,May  13, 16-10  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Weymouth,  Sept.  2,  1635 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Hingiiam,  Sept.  2,  1635;  annexed  to  Plymouth  County  June  18, 
1803. 

Nantasket  (afterward  Hull). 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Hull  (formerly  Nantasket)  May  29,  1644 ;  annexed  to  Plymouth 

County  June  18,  1803. 
Medfield,  May  22, 1650  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 

Milton,  May  7,  1662 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Mendon,  May  15, 1667 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 
10, 1731. 

Wrentham,  Oct.  15, 1673 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Woodstock,  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County,  July  10, 

1731. 

Oxford,  May  31, 1693 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 
1731. 

Brookline,  Nov.  13,  1705 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Needham,  Nov.  5,  1711 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Medway,  Oct.  24,  1713  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Sutton,  Oct.  28,  1714  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 
1731. 

Bellingham,  Nov.  27,  1719  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Walpole,  Dec.  10,  1724;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,1793. 

Stoughton,  Dec.  22,  1726 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Uxbridge,  June  27,  1727;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 

10,  1731. 
Chelsea,  Jan.  10,  1739. 

Cohasset,  April  26,  1770;  incor^jorated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 
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Franklin,  March  2,  1778 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Foxborough,  June  10, 1778  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 
/- Stoughtonham  (June  21,  1765). 

^  Sharon  after  Feb.  25,  1783  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
(    20,  1793. 

Dover,  July  7,  1784 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Quincy,  Feb.  22,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Randolph,  March  9,  1793 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,1793. 

Winthrop,  March  27,  1852. 
J  North  Chelsea  (March  19,  1846). 
I  Revere  after  April  3,  1871. 

Brighton  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County,  Jan, 
5, 1874. 

Charlestown  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  5,  1874. 

West  Roxbury  was  set  off  from  Norfolk  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  5, 1874. 

County  of  Worcester. 
The  county  of  Worcester  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  April  2,  1731,  which  took  eflect  July  10,  1731  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol. 
n.,  p.  684).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Worcester. 

Lancaster. 

Westborough. 

Shrewsbury. 

Southborough. 

Leicester. 

Rutland. 

Lunenburg. 

Mendon. 

Woodstock,  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 

Oxford. 

Sutton. 

Hassanamisco  (afterward  Grafton). 
Uxbridge. 

J  "  The  land  lately  granted  to  several  petitioners  of  Medfield." 
}  New  Medfield  (afterward  Sturbridge). 
Brookfield. 

"The  south  town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers "  (after- 
ward Westminster). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were  :  — 

Dudley,  Feb.  2,  1732. 
Harvard,  June  29,  1732. 
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Grafton,  April  18,  1735  (formerly  Hassanamisco). 
Upton,  June  1-1,  1735. 
Bolton,  June  24,  1738. 

Sturbridge,  June  24,  1738  (formerly  New  Medfield). 

Hardwick,  Jan.  10,  1739. 

Leominster,  June  23,  1710. 

Holden,  Jan.  9,  1741. 

Douglas,  June  5,  1746. 

New  Braintree,  Jan.  31,  1751. 

Spencer,  April  12,  1753. 

Petersham,  April  20,  1754. 

Charlton,  Nov.  21,  1754. 

Princeton,  Oct.  20,  1759. 

Westminster,  Oct.  20,  1759  (formerly  "  The  south 

town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers"). 
Athol,  March  6,  1762. 
Templeton,  March  6,  1762. 
Oakham,  June  7,  1762. 
Fitchburg,  Feb.  3,  1764. 
Winchendon,  June  14,  1764. 
Paxton,  Feb.  12,  1765. 
Royalston,  Feb.  19,  1765. 
Ashburnham,  Feb.  22,  1765. 
Northborough,  Jan.  24,  1766. 
Hubbardston,  June  13,  1767. 
Northbridge,  July  14,  1772. 
•Rutland  District  (April  12,  1753). 
Hutchinson  (June  17,  1774). 
.Barre  after  Nov.  7,  1776. 
Milford,  April  II,  1780. 
Sterling,  April  25,  1781. 
Berlin,  March  16,  1784. 
Gardner,  June  27,  1785. 
Boylston,  March  1,  1786. 
Dana,  Feb.  18,  1801. 
West  Boylston,  Jan.  30,  1808. 
North  Brookfield,  Feb.  28,  1812. 
Millbury,  June  11,  1813. 
Gerry  (Oct  20,  1786). 
Phillipston  after  Feb.  5,  1814. 
Southbridge,  Feb.  15,  1816. 
Webster,  March  6,  1832. 
Western  (Jan.  16,  1742). 
Warren  after  March  13,  1834. 
Ward  (April  10,  1778). 
Auburn  after  Feb.  17,  1837. 
Blackstone,  March  25,  1845. 
West  Brooklield,  INIarch  3,  1848. 
Clinton,  Mar.  14,  1850. 
Hopcdale,  April  7,  1886. 
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Towns  which  have  been  included  in  More  than  One  County. 


Town. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Later  County. 

Date. 

-Amesbury, 

• 

Old  Norfolk, 

• 

May 

27, 

1668, 

Essex, 

• 

Feb. 

4, 

1680. 

Aehneld,  . 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

21, 

1765. 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Bellingbam, 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

Nov. 

27, 

1719, 

Norfolk,  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Bernardston, 

Hampshire, 

Mar. 

6, 

1762, 

Franklin.  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

■Blandford, . 

• 

Hampshire, 

* 

April 

10, 

1741. 

Hampden,  . 

• 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Bralntree,  . 

• 

Buffolk,  . 

• 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Brighton,^  . 

• 

Middlesex, . 

• 

Feb,, 

24, 

1807, 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

Jan. 

5, 

1874. 

Brimlield,  . 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Aug. 

16, 

1722. 

Hampden.  . 

• 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Brookfield, 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Oct. 

15. 

1673, 

Worcester, 

• 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Brookline,  , 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

Nov. 

13. 

1705. 

Norfolk,  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Backland,  . 

Hampshire, 

• 

April 

14, 

1779, 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Dec. 

2. 

1811. 

Oharlemont, 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

21, 

1765, 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

•Charlestown,*  . 

• 

Middlesex, . 

May 

10. 

1643, 

Buffolk,  . 

Jan. 

5, 

1874. 

Chester, 

• 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

21, 

1783, 

Hampden,  . 

• 

Aug. 

1. 

1812. 

CohaBset,  . 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

April 

26. 

1770, 

Norfolk,  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

ColraiD, 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

30, 

1761, 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Conway,  . 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

17. 

1767. 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Dedbam,  . 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

Sept. 

8, 

1636, 

Norfolk,  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Deerfield,  . 

• 

Hampshire, 

* 

Oct. 

22, 

1677, 

Franklin.  . 

• 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Dorcheeter.i 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk,  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

Jan. 

3, 

1870. 

Dover, 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

July 

7, 

1784, 

Norfolk,  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Egremont,  . 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Feb. 

13, 

1760. 

Berkshire,  . 

• 

June 

30, 

1761. 

Foxborough, 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

June 

10, 

1778, 

Norfolk.  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

Mar. 

2, 

1778, 

Norfolk,  . 

• 

June 

20, 

1793. 

■Gill,  . 

• 

Hampshire, 

Sept. 

28, 

1793. 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Granville,  . 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Jan. 

25, 

1754, 

Hampden,  . 

• 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Greenfield, 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

9, 

1753, 

Franklin,  . 

• 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Haverhill,  . 

• 

Old  Norfolk, 

• 

May 

10,  1643, 

Essex, 

• 

Feb. 

4, 

1680. 

Hawley, 

Hampshire, 

* 

Feb. 

6, 

1792, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

f> 
"t 

1811. 

Heath. 

; 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

14, 

1785, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Hlngham,  , 

Suffolk,  . 

May 

10. 

1643, 

Plymouth.  . 

June 

18,  1803. 

Holland,  . 

Hampshire, 

July 

5, 

1783, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1. 

1812. 

Hull,  .     .  . 

Suffolk,  . 

May 

29,  1644, 

Plymouth.  . 

June 

18. 

1803. 

Lancaster,  . 

Middlesex,  . 

May 

18, 

1653, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Leicester,  . 

Middlesex,  . 

Feb. 

15, 

1713, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731, 

Leverett,  . 

Hampshire, 

Mar. 

5, 

1774, 

Franklin.  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1311. 

1  Extinct. 
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Toivns  ivhich  have  been  included  in  More  than  One  County  —  Continii(;d. 


Town. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Later  County. 

Date. 

Leydeu, 

• 

Hampehire, 

Mar. 

12, 

1784, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2 

1811. 

Ludlow, 

• 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

28 

1774, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1. 

1812. 

Lunenburg, 

Middlesex, . 

• 

Aug. 

1 

1728, 

"Worcester, 

July 

10 

1731. 

Medficld,  . 

Suffolk, 

* 

May 

22, 

1650, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20 

1793. 

Medway,  . 

• 

Suffolk,  . 

• 

Oct. 

24 

1713, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Mendon,  . 

• 

Suffolk, 

• 

May 

15 

1667, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Milton, 

Suffolk,  ■  . 

• 

May 

7, 

1602, 

Norfolk, 

June 

20, 

1793. 

MoneoD, 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

April  28,  1760, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Montague,  . 

Hampshire, 

Jan. 

25, 

1754, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Montgomery,  . 

Hampshire, 

Nov. 

28,  1780, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Needbam,  . 

Suffolk, 

Nov. 

5,  1711, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

New  Marlborough, 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

15, 

1759, 

Berkshire,  . 

June 

30, 

1761. 

New  Salem, 

Hampshire, 

June 

15, 

1753, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

9 
"t 

1811. 

Northfield, . 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Feb. 

22,  1714, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Orange, 

Hampshire, 

* 

Oct. 

15, 

1783, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2 

1811. 

Oxford, 

• 

Suffolk, 

• 

May 

31, 

1693, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Palmer, 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Jan. 

30, 1752, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Quincy, 

• 

Suffolk, 

• 

Feb. 

22, 

1792, 

Norfolk, 

Juno 

20, 

1793. 

Randolph,  . 

• 

Suffolk, 

* 

Mar. 

9. 

1793, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Rocheeter, . 

• 

BaroBtable, 

• 

June 

4, 

1686, 

Plymouth,  . 

Nov. 

19, 

1707. 

Rowe, 

* 

Hampshire, 

• 

Feb. 

9, 

1785, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2 

1811. 

Roxbury.i  . 

Suffolk, 

• 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk, 

Juno 

20, 

1793. 

Suffolk,  . 

Jan. 

5, 

1868» 

Ruseell, 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Feb. 

26, 

1792, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Rutland,  . 

Middlesex, . 

• 

Feb. 

23, 

1713, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Saliebury,  . 

•• 

Old  Norfolk, 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Essex, 

Feb. 

4, 

1680. 

Sharon, 

• 

Suffolk, 

• 

Feb. 

25, 

1783, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Sheffield,  . 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

22, 

1733, 

Berkshire,  . 

June 

30, 

1761. 

Shelburne, . 

* 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

21, 

1768, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

ShrewBbury, 

Middlesex, . 

• 

Dec. 

6, 

1720, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Bhuteebury, 

Hampshire, 

* 

June 

30, 

1761, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

South  Brimfield,2 

Hampshire, 

Sept. 

18, 

17G2, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Southwick, 

Hampshire, 

Nov. 

7. 

1770, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Springfield, 

Hampshire, 

May 

7, 

1662, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Slockbrldge, 

Hampshire, 

June 

22, 

1739, 

Berkshire,  . 

June 

30, 

1761. 

Stoughtou, 

Suffolk,  . 

Dec. 

22, 

1726, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Sunderland,  . 

Hampshire, 

Nov. 

12, 1713, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Sutton, 

Suffolk,  . 

Oct. 

28, 

1714, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

»  Extinct. 


'  Afterward  Wales. 
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Town. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Later  County. 

Date. 

Tolland, 

Hampehire, 

June 

14, 

1810, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Uxbridge,  . 

Suffolk, 

June 

27, 

1727, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Warwick,  . 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

n. 

1763, 

Franklin,  , 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Walpole,  . 

Suffolk, 

Dec. 

10, 

1724, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Wendell,  . 

Hampshire, 

May 

8, 

1781, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Weetborough,  . 

Middlesex, 

Nov. 

18. 

1717, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Westfield,  . 

Hampshire, 

May 

19, 

16G9, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

West  Roxbury,^ 

Norfolk,  . 

Mar. 

24. 

1851, 

Suffolk,  . 

Jan. 

5, 

1874. 

Weat  BprlngQeld, 

Hampshire,  . 

Feb. 

23, 

1774, 

Hampden,  .  • 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Weymouth, 

Suffolk,  . 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk,  . 

Juno 

20, 

1793. 

Whately,  . 

Hampshire, 

April 

24, 

1771. 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Wilbrahanis 

Hampshire, 

June 

15, 

1763, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Worcester, 

Middlesex, 

Oct. 

15, 

1684, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Wrentham, 

Suffolk,  . 

Oct. 

15, 

1673, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

»  Extinct. 
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Office  of  tiir  Co.H.\trs3ioNER  of  Puhlic  Rp.couds, 
State  IIousk,  Boston-,  Jan.  3,  1900. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  liepresenlaltues. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eighili  report  of  this~com- 
mission,  being  the  twelfth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  Work  of  the  Yeah. 
It  is  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to  see  that 
the  public  records  are  put  in  the  custody  and  condition 
contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relating  to  such  records 
and  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  devoted  largely  to  urging 
selectmen  to  improve  the  condition  of  affairs  concerning  the 
safety  of  their  records,  and  to  convincing  the  recording 
officers  that  they  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  their 
records,  and  under  the  law  of  to-day  are  fully  authorized, 
and  moreover,  required,  to  have  them  put  in  the  condition 
contemplated  by  the  laws,  without  the  sanction  of  the  town, 
which  has  hitherto  been  considered  necessary.  The  results 
have  been  quite  satisfactory,  though  much  remains  to  be 
done  upon  both  these  lines  of  work. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  attemi)t  to 
discover  and  recover  missing  records.  Information  reaches 
this  office  that  does  not  reach  the  custodians  of  the  records, 
and  work  is  done  and  expense  incurred  in  following  clues 
which  could  not  bo  expected  of  the  custodians.  IMissing 
records,  cs|)ccially  of  extinct  churches,  are  constantly  I)eiiig 
put  into  proper  custody.  .  . 

It  is  apparent  that  a  large  part  of  tb.c ,  lpgi3lati>)i,i  .upou 
which  State,  county,  city,  and  town  official:^  arc  su|.jpcsed  to 
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keep  informed  is  unknown  to  them  until  attention  is  called 
to  it  b}^  matters  wliicli  arise  in  the  line  of  their  duties. 

Finding  that  the  laws  relating  to  the  records  were  among 
those  about  which  there  was  a  surprising  ignorance,  a  cir- 
cular, a  copy  of  which  follows,  was  sent  wherever  it  seemed 
advisable.  The  suggestions  included  in  the  circular  are  the 
result  of  ten  years  of  close  observation  and  of  experience. 

Boston,  Nov.  15,  1899. 
The  Cat^e  of  Public  Recokds. 
Requirements  of  the  Laiu. 

The  words  "public  records"  are  defined  in  cbaptei-  439  of  the 
Acts  of  1897,  and  include  files  of  papers  as  well  as  books. 

The  records  must  be  written  on  paper  made  of  linen  rags  and 
new  cotton  clippings.  (Such  paper  is  made  by  only  a  few  manu- 
facturers, and  bears  their  watermark.  A  large  part  of  the  books 
made  for  records  are  not  made  of  such  paper,  and  do  not  come 
within  the  requirements  of  the  law.) 

The  records  must  be  written  with  the  State  standard  ink,  unless 
they  are  typewritten,  when  the  ribbons  or  pads  used  must  be 
approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records.  (A  list  of  the 
approved  ribbons  has  been  sent  to  the  recording  ofllcers.) 

The  custodian  of  the  records  (see  Acts  of  1897,  chapter  439, 
sections  2,  3)  must  have  all  books  of  record  properly  bound,  and 
must  have  any  records  becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or  illegible, 
renovated,  repaired,  or  rebound,  and  copies  made.  This  must  be 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  city,  or  town,  and  is  wholly 
within  the  control  of  the  custodian  of  the  records,  who  is  liable  for 
neglect.  The  county,  city,  or  town  must  pay  the  expense. 
Records  can  be  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  for 
binding  or  copying. 

Every  oflicer  or  board  in  charge  of  a  State  department,  boards 
of  county  commissioners,  city  governments,  and  selectmen  must 
provide  and  maintain  fire-proof  rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  for  the 
keeping  of  the  public  records,  and  must  furnish  for  such  rooms 
only  fittings  of  non-combustible  material. 

The  custodian  of  any  pu])lic  recoids  nmst  keep  them  in  the 
rooms  in  which  they  are  usunlly  used,  so  arranged  tliat  they  can 
be  qQriY-{?ri;'ently  examined  and  referred  to,  and  must  keep  them, 
whtn\  not  in  use,  in  the  fire-proof  rooms,  vaults,  or  safes  provided 
fdr't■lki1i^. ;  ; 

'*  •E\'«c7yl  p'-ir^'on  .wIio:is  by  law  given  the  custody  of  a!iy  public 
rocoi'ds.mivst  .demand  any  such  records  from  the  person  having 
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the  same.  Every  person  having  the  custody  of  any  public  records 
must,  when  succeeded  in  office,  deliver  them  to  his  successor, 
under  oath,  to  be  recorded. 

No  papers  constituting  part  of  the  public  records  shall  be  de- 
stroyed until  seven  years  after  the  latest  entry  originally  made 
therein  or  thereon,  and  then  not  until  their  destruction  is  approved 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records.  Papers  required  by  law 
to  be  destroyed  at  certain  times,  ballots,  for  example,  are  exempt 
from  this  provision.  For  papers  which  can  never  be  destroyed, 
see  Acts  of  1897,  chapter  439,  section  4. 

Every  public  officer  who  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty 
required  of  him  by  chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897  shall  for  each 
month  of  neglect  or  refusal  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars. 

Suggestions  prompted  by  Observation  and  Experience. 

Vaults  should  not  be  built  below  ground.  Wherever  built,  they 
should  have  ventilation  from  inside  into  an  air-space  between  the 
walls  and  from  the  air-space  to  the  outside,  the  openings  in  the 
inner  and  outer  walls  not  to  be  opposite. 

Vaults  should  be  open  at  least  one  whole  dry  day  a  week.  If 
inclined  to  dampness,  lumps  of  lime  should  be  placed  in  them,  in 
metal  receptacles,  fresh  pieces  being  supplied  as  long  as  slacking 
takes  place  quickly.  This  is  better  for  drying  than  the  occasional 
use  of  stoves  or  lamps. 

Safes  intended  for  protection  from  fire  should  be  thick- walled. 
(Space  in  a  safe  is  often  secured  by  the  thin  walls  which  would 
not  withstand  heat.) 

Before  purchasing  a  safe,  measure  the  depth  inside,  to  ascertain 
the  thickness  of  the  back.  (An  inch  and  a  half  hemlock  board 
between  two  iron  plates  has  formed  the  back  of  a  safe  with  thick 
side  walls.) 

Safes  should  be  frequently  allowed  to  stand  open,  to  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  moisture.  (The  better  the  safe,  the  greater  the 
tendency  to  moisture.) 

When  possible,  a  safe  should  be  placed  (1)  where,  in  case  of 
fire,  it  will  not  fall  into  a  basement ;  (2)  against  an  outside  wall, 
where  it  will  be  better  supported  ;  (3)  where,  if  there  is  a  fire 
department,  a  stream  can  reach  it.  The  members  of  a  depart- 
ment should  be  notified  of  its  location,  that  in  case  of  fire  it  will 
be  kept  wet. 

After  a  fire,  a  safe  should  be  cooled  as  quickly  as  possible, 
with  water  if  there  is  a  supply,  or  by  clearing  ashes  and  debris 
away  from  it.  It  should  not  be  opened  until  cool  to  the  touch. 
If  opened  sooner,  the  contents  may  ignite. 
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Canvas  should  be  used  for  binding.  Leather,  if  in  heated,  gas- 
lighted  rooms,  will  dry  and  become  soft,  and  if  subject  to  great 
heat  in  a  safe  will  melt  into  a  liquid  resembling  coal  tar.  In 
neither  case  will  canvas  be  affected.  (In  several  cases  every 
leather-bound  book  in  a  safe  has  had  the  covers  melted  off,  when 
the  canvas-bound  have  not  been  injured  in  the  least.) 

If  records  show  signs  of  dampness,  they  must  be  immediately 
opened  and  dried,  as  the  paper  will  decay  very  rapidly  if  they  are 
kept  closed. 

Unless  a  separate  shelf  .is  provided  for  each  volume,  which  is 
the  best  way,  the  volume  should  stand  upon  end.  The  wear  is 
much  less,  and  the  leaves  are  not  so  liable  to  gather  dampness. 

Records  intended  for  binding  should  be  written  on  whole  sheets, 
which  can  be  stitched  in  folds.  Half  sheets  "  whip-stitched"  to- 
gether cannot  be  bound  to  be  lasting. 

Copies  and  originals  should  be  kept  in  separate  buildings.  (If 
one  record  is  lost,  the  other  may  not  be.) 

If  temporarily  there  is  not  room  for  all  the  records  in  the  safe 
or  safes  provided,  take  out  the  least  valuable,  such  as  the  records 
of  chattel  mortgages,  etc.,  records  of  dog  licenses,  and  old  regis- 
ters of  voters.    Never  leave  the  oldest  records  out. 

Ink  should  be  poured  in  small  quantities  sufficient  for  present 
use,  or  kept  in  patent  inkstands  which  prevent  evaporation.  Any 
permanent  ink  will  soon  grow  thick  if  exposed  to  the  air. 

Inkstands  shonld  be  frequently  washed,  as  ink  which  has  dried 
on  them  injures  fresh  ink. 

Blotting  paper  removes  much  of  the  ink  which  should  be  allowed 
to  penetrate  and  oxidize  in  the  paper. 

Recording  officers  should  not  follow  the  customs  of  their  prede- 
cessors, unless  they  know  they  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
to-day.  (Many  errors  of  omission  and  commission  have  been 
made  because  of  this  fault.) 

Very  respectfully,  Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 

Value  of  the  Records. 
<*  What  are  they  good  for?"  is  still  asked  when  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  considerable  sum  is  required  to  bind  or  copy 
an  ancient  town  record  which  for  years  has  been  allowed  to 
go  to  decay.  The  money  equivalent  for  the  money  expended 
cannot  be  stated,  although  in  cases  it  has  come  back  many- 
fold,  but  the  true  value  of  these  records  has  been  estimated 
by  thoughtful  students  of  them.    Edward  Everett  said,  in 
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his  Dorchester  oration  :  In  the  pages  of  these  ancient  vol- 
umes there  will  be  found  lessons  of  experience  ;  of  blessed 
common-sense,  shaping  itself  to  the  exigency  of  uncommon 
times ;  of  patient  submission  to  present  evils,  in  the  hope 
of  a  brighter  day  ;  of  fortitude  and  courage  in  an  humble 
sphere ;  of  provident  care  for  the  rising  generation  and  pos- 
terity ;  of  unwearied  diligence  for  the  promotion  of  religion, 
morals,  and  education,  which  in  their  joint  effect  have  done 
much  tovv'ard  giving  us  this  goodly  heritage." 

In  his  history  of  Quincy,  Charles  Francis  Adams  says  : 
Nor  is  it  too  much  to  imagine  that  when  the  idea  of  full 
human  government,  first  slowly  hanmiered  into  partial  shape 
in  the  New  England  towns,  and  as  yet  far  from  perfected, 
shall  have  permeated  the  civilized  world  and  assumed  final 
shape,  then  these  town  records  will  be  accepted  as  second  in 
historical  importance  to  no  other  form  of  archives." 

If  left  to  the  town  authorities,  a  greater  part  of  these 
ancient  records  would  be  beyond  deciphering  long  before  the 
happy  day  predicted  by  Mr.  Adams ;  but  their  preservation 
in  Massachusetts  is  now  well  assured,  and  their  reproduction 
in  print  will  allow  their  value  to  be  recognized. 

Consulting  the  Kecords. 

The  consulting  of  the  records  is  a  matter  needing  con- 
sideration. The  time  must  come  when  the  recording-  officers 
shall  have  more  authority  in  the  matter  of  supervision  of 
their  records.  The  growth  of  interest  in  them  and  the 
amount  of  searching  have  greatly  increased.  This  is  largely 
because  of  the  organization  of  the  great  number  of  societies 
based  upon  ancestry,  but  partly  because  of  the  improvement 
in  conditions,  which  makes  the  searching  for  and  of  the  rec- 
ords much  easier. 

The  examination  of  the  city  and  town  records  makes  a 
demand  upon  the  clerks  almost  unknown  a  few  years  ago. 
The  use  of  the  town  records,  though  infrequent,  had  become 
an  abuse.  They  were  kept  in  places  where  it  was  convenient 
for  a  clerk  to  produce  them  without  extra  steps,  either  at  his 
house  or  place  of  business,  and  when  once  placed  before  the 
person  desiring  to  examine  them  there  was  no  supervision, 
and  as  a  consequence  they  were  damaged,  and  often  deliber- 
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ately  mutilated  by  the  abstraction  of  leaves  or  cutting  out  of 
autographs.  (It  is  not  unusual  to  find  interlineations  made 
by  persons  who  perhaps  knew  and  perhaps  did  not  know  the 
facts  they  wrote,  but  who  laid  themselves  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion by  their  act.)  Eecords  were  often  lent,  sometimes  to  be 
carried  out  of  town. 

To  put  a  stop  to  this,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  proper 
access  to  them,  the  law  was  framed  so  that  the  custodian  of 
public  records  must  *'  furnish  the  same  for  inspection  under 
his  direction,  supervision,  and  care,  or  under  the  direction, 
supervision,  and  care  of  some  person  designated  by  him." 
The  application  of  this  law  occasioned  some  friction,  and 
numerous  complaints  have  been  made  that  records  could  not 
be  examined.  This  state  of  atlairs  will  exist  to  some  extent 
as  long  as  a  system  continues  which  requires  of  a  town  clerk 
duties  for  which  he  receives  virtually  nothing,  and  for  which 
he  cannot  neglect  his  occupation  of  earning  his  daily  bread. 
It  is  out  of  reason  to  expect  a  farmer  town  clerk  to  stop 
loading  a  field  of  hay  which  is  threatened  with  a  thunder 
shower  to  give  his  time  to  a  searcher  of  the  records,  who  is 
more  than  likely  searching  as  a  pastime,  or  for  a  merchant 
clerk  to  leave  a  drummer"  who  has  a  long  line  of  samples 
to  display.  I  have  journeyed  many  miles  and  found  these 
conditions,  and  could  in  justice  to  the  clerks  only  wait  their 
convenience  to  make  my  examination. 

When  the  Legislature  shall  see  fit  to  establish  a  system 
of  salaries  for  town  clerks,  they  can  reasonably  be  expected 
and  obliged  to  have  their  records  open  for  examination  at 
all  reasonable  hours;  but  until  then,  I  can  only  state  the 
situation  to  persons  making  complaints,  and  suggest  a 
mutual  arrangement. 

The  situation  in  the  county  ofiSces  is  different.  The 
county  recording  officers  make  their  official  duties  their 
first.  They  have  their  regular  hours,  their  offices,  and  the 
records  so  arranged  that  any  one  can  quickly  learn  the  sys- 
tem in  an  oflice.  The  consequence  is,  that,  while  formerly 
attorneys  well  known  in  the  ofiices  were  the  chief  users 
of  the  records,  there  is  now  a  continual  examination  by 
strangers.  Many  of  these  are  novices  in  handling  records, 
searching  them  for  curiosity,  or  for  tracing  autographs.  In 
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the  registries  of  deeds,  and  especially  in  the  registry  in 
Boston,  the  examination  of  titles  is  being  carried  on  by 
others  than  conveyancers,  and  the  careless  handling  of  the 
volumes  is  making  the  wear  upon  them  a  serious  matter, 
and  unnecessarily  increasing  the  expense  of  keeping  them  in 
proper  condition.  Notwithstanding  constant  care  on  the 
part  of  the  registers,  heavy  volumes  are  piled  one  on 
another,  wdth  the  result  of  breaking  the  backs,  after  which 
a  volume  soon  needs  binding.  Ink  is  carelessly  used,  and 
one  volume  was  discovered  on  the  shelves  into  which  an 
inkstand  had  been  upset  at  some  time. 

The  insecurity  of  the  fdes  in  the  probate  courts  was  com- 
mented upon  in  my  report  of  1890.  It  was  the  custom 
years  ago  to  allow  access  to  the  files  without  restraint  or 
supervision,  with  the  result  that  many  papers  have  been 
stolen  and  many  mutilated.  The  attempt  of  the  registers  to 
restrict  the  use  of  the  files  met  with  opposition  and  protest ; 
but  it  has  been  continued,  until  in  some  of  the  registries 
papers  can  be  obtained  and  inspected  only  under  the  super- 
vision of  some  one  designated  by  the  register.  This  sJioidd 
he  the  rule  in  all. 

In  this  connection,  some  of  the  rules  in  the  English 
Public  Record  Otfice,  which  are  carefully  complied  with,  are 
interesting,  as  showing  the  appreciation  of  the  records 
there  :  — 

No  person  shall  lean  upon  any  Records,  Documents,  or  Books 
belonging  to  the  Public  Record  OQice,  or  place  upon  them  the 
paper  on  which  he  or  she  is  writing. 

No  person  other  than  an  officer  of  the  Record  Office  shall  make 
any  mark,  in  pencil  or  otherwise,  upon  any  Record,  Document,  or 
Book  belonging  to  the  Public  Record  Office. 

Ink  shall  not  be  used  in  the  public  Search  Rooms  by  any  per- 
son admitted  thereto  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  or  searching 
Records  or  Documents. 

Tracings  of  Records  or  Documents  shall  not  be  made  by  any 
person  without  specific  permission  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
room. 

Records  and  Documents  of  exceptional  value,  and  Records  and 
Documents  in  fragile  condition,  shall  be  produced  singly,  or  sub- 
ject to  such  conditions  as  the  ollicer  in  charge  of  the  room  shall, 
in  the  particular  case,  think  requisite  for  their  safety  and  integrity. 
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The  enforcement  of  such  rigid  rules  as  the  above  would 
probably  be  resented  at  present  by  the  American  public, 
which  has  not  yet  come  to  a  full  appreciation  of  the  public 
records ;  but  no  reasonable  person  should  object  to  some  of 
them,  and  the  recording  oflicers  are  urged  to  exercise  more 
rigidl}^  their  authority  of  supervision. 

I  shall  willingly  have  the  fault-finding,  which  will  be  sure 
to  come,  transferred  to  me,  deeming  the  recommendation  in 
the  line  of  the  duty  which  requires  me  to  "  secure  the  pres- 
ervation" of  the  public  records. 

Chukcii  and  Parish  Kecords. 

I  Avould  again  suggest  that  church  and  parish  ofBcers 
having  records  not  in  current  use  should  deposit  them  with 
the  town  records,  if  there  is  a  suitable  receptacle  in  which 
there  is  room.  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  some 
provision  will  be  made  for  copying  these  records,  especially 
the  early  parish  records,  which  in  many  cases  were  the 
record  of  the  town  until  a  second  parish  was  formed. 

Records  of  the  following  extinct  churches,  not  before  re- 
ported, have  been  recovered  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
city  or  town  clerks  :  — 

ashfield,  . 
Charlemont, 

Charlton, 
Dennis, 
Erving,  . 
Hard  WICK, 
New  Bedford,  . 
Pelham,  . 
Prescott,  . 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 
A  number  of  the  city  and  town  clerks  who  are  engaged  in 
indexing  the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are 
supplying  the  omissions  in  the  early  records  by  including  in 
the  indexes  names  and  facts  taken  from  church  records,  and 
in  a  few  instances  from  gravestones.    Some  of  the  com- 


\  First  Baptist. 
'  l  Universalist. 

.    Independent  Congregational  Society 

(Unitarian) . 
.    North  Side  Baptist. 
.    First  Congregational. 
.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Society. 
.    First  Baptist  Society. 
.    Pacific  Congregational. 
.    Packardville  Baptist. 
.    North  Prescott  Baptist. 
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mittees  having  in  charge  the  preparation  of  the  records  for 
printing  have  pursued  the  same  course,  in  both  cases  the 
source  of  the  information  being  given.  This  action  is  highly 
commended,  as  in  very  many  cases  the  church  records  were 
much  more  carefully  kept,  and  are  more  complete  than  the 
town  records.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  records  of  bap- 
tisms, a  baptism  being  considered  by  the  church  members  as 
of  the  greatest  importance,  while  a  return  of  the  bii  th  to  the 
town  clerk  was  apparently  often  a  matter  of  chance.  In 
some  towns  branches  of  certain  families  appear  in  the  church 
records,  while  other  branches  of  the  same  family,  evidently 
not  recognized  as  church  members,  do  not  appear.  In  the 
absence  of  the  town  record,  the  latter  are  nowhere  recorded. 
In  such  cases  the  inscriptions  on  the  gravestones  furnish  the 
only  record. 

The  inscription  is  often  the  only  existing  record  of  a  death, 
and,  as  the  age  is  usually  given,  the  year  of  birth,  if  not  the 
day,  can  be  obtained,  thereby  supplying  the  record  of  birth, 
as  well  as  death.  In  the  case  of  persons  born  in  England, 
the  age  upon  the  gravestone  often  furnishes  the  clue  to  iden- 
tification of  a  birth  recorded  there. 

The  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  recog- 
nizing the  importance  of  inscriptions  on  gravestones,  has, 
through  a  committee,  undertaken  to  |)rocure  copies  of  the 
inscriptions  in  all  the  graveyards  in  New  England,  on  the 
gravestones  of  persons  who  died  prior  to  1842.  It  is  the  plan 
of  the  committee  to  have  these  copies  deposited  in  the  rooms 
of  the  society,  which  are  open  to  the  public,  or,  if  they  are 
to  be  returned  to  the  copyists,  to  have  them  co})ied  into 
volumes.  To  this  end,  requests  w^ere  sent  by  the  committee 
to  every  city  and  town  clerk  in  Massachusetts  for  co-opera- 
tion in  the  work,  with  the  result  that  full  or  partial  lists  have 
been  received  from  volunteer  copyists  in  many  towns,  and 
correspondence  has  been  opened  with  persons  in  very  many 
more  from  whom  copies  are  to  be  expected.  There  are  many 
towns,  however,  from  which  no  encouragement  has  been 
received. 

Realizing  the  value  of  this  work  in  supplementing  the  im- 
perfect records  of  births  and  deaths,  I  departed  from  an 
established  rule  of  refusing  to  ask  the  town  clerks  to  assist 
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in  any  outside  work,  and  appealed  to  them  to  assist  in  this. 
I  would  urge  any  one  interested  in  genealogy  or  ancestry, 
or  in  the  public  records,  to  assist  in  any  way  possible,  either 
by  procuring  copies  of  inscriptions,  or  by  contribution  or 
solicitation  of  money. 

Binding. 

The  excellence  of  the  silk  or  tissue  process  for  binding- 
records  which  were  apparently  beyond  repair  is  so  well 
acknowledged  that  each  year  sees  more  of  the  ancient  rec- 
ords treated.  The  work  is  in  process  on  ancient  papers  in 
the  Stale  archives,  and  upon  the  rolls  of  the  soldiers  in  the 
civil  war  in  the  Adjutant-Generars  ofiico.  Binding  has  been 
done  during  the  year  on  records  in  the  Registry  of  Probate 
in  Salem,  and  in  Belchertown,  Concord,  Deertield,  Falmouth, 
Greenwich,  Hardwick,  Ipswich,  Lanesborough,  Methucn, 
Newbury  (a  second  lot),  Salem,  Sherborn,  Walpole,  and 
Williamstown. 

After  this  report  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  the  sad 
news  was  received  of  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  W.  R.  Emery,  the 
inventor  of  the  above  process,  under  whose  direction  all  of 
the  work  upon  the  public  records  has  been  done,  and  I  feel 
that  his  conscientious  service  to  the  Commonwealth  should 
be  recognized. 

Realizing  as  few  do  the  value  of  the  ancient  records,  and 
knowing  what  it  was  possible  to  do  with  those  which  seemed 
beyond  reclamation,  he  took  an  especial  interest  in  them, 
and  cared  for  such  as  were  committed  to  him  as  if  they  were 
his  most  precious  property.  It  was  part  of  the  agreement, 
proposed  by  himself,  that  such  public  records  as  he  took  to 
Taunton  for  binding  should  be  kept  in  fire-proof  quarters 
when  not  being  worked  upon,  and  so  conscientiously  did  he 
carry  out  this  agreement  that  upon  several  occasions  when 
he  arrived  in  Taunton  too  late  lo  gain  access  to  such  quar- 
ters he  watched  with  them  through  the  night.  His  death 
was  due  to  over-exertion  and  exposure  in  caring  for  records 
which  he  was  bringing  from  Ilarrisburg,  Pa. 

The  cost  of  the  particular  silk,  and  the  expert  labor  used 
upon  the  records,  necessarily  makes  the  work  expensive, 
and  to  ray  knowledge  in  some  cases  where  the  cost  seemed 
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excessive  for  a  poor  town,  Mr.  Emery  did  it  at  cost  or  a  little 
less,  rather  than  that  it  should  not  be  done. 

This  work  upon  the  records  must  continue,  but  I  doubt  if 
any  one  can  be  found  who  will  carry  it  on  with  the  love  for 
it  which  with  Mr.  Emery  was  genuine.  His  death  is  a  loss 
to  all  who  value  the  public  records. 

Pbinting. 

By  chapter  171  of  the  Acts  of  1899  towns  are  authorized 
to  grant  and  vote  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  printing  and  publishing  of  their  records. 
This  settles  all  doubt  as  to  the  authority  to  print,  which  has 
been  done  under  the  provision  **for  procuring  the  writing 
and  publishing  of  their  town  histories"  (there  being  no  bet- 
ter history  than  their  records) ,  and  will  prevent  short-sighted, 
narrow-minded  persons  from  longer  blocking  the  work  by  their 
argument  of  illegal  appropriation. 

The  printing  of  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the 
Woburn  records  was  commenced  in  1890  in  an  alphabetical, 
chronological  order,  which  did  away  with  the  necessity  for  an 
index.  By  the  courtesy  of  Hon.  Edward  P.  Johnson,  who 
edited  the  work,  I  was  able  to  send  specimen  pages  to  all  the 
city  and  town  clerks  in  the  State,  and  this  plan  has  been 
adopted  in  printing  the  records  in  several  places,  and  in 
copying  in  others.  It  is  again  urged  as  the  most  convenient 
for  reference,  and  by  far  the  most  economical,  as  the  prep- 
aration and  printing  of  a  good  index  adds  very  materially 
to  the  expense. 

The  following  have  been  added  to  the  printed  town  records 
of  the  State  :  — 

FiTCiiBURG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg,  Massa- 
chusetts, 17G4-1789.  A  complete  transcript  of  the  town  meetings 
and  selectmen's  records,  contained  in  tlie  first  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  pages  of  the  first  volume  of  the  old  records  of  the 
town,  being  Volume  One  of  the  Printed  Pccords  of  the  Town. 
Compiled  by  AValter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk,  Fitchburg,  1S98. 

FiTCiiBDKG.  Tlie  Old  Ivccords  of  tlie  Town  of  Fitchburg,  IMassa- 
cliusctts.  A  complete  record  of  town  meetings,  selectmen's  and 
miscellaneous  records,  beginning  on  page  324,  Feb.  9,  1789,  to 
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page  506,  April  18,  1706,  Volume  I.,  of  the  old  records.  Also 
the  Vital  Statistics  contained  in  Volume  I.,  and  a  portion  of 
Volume  II.,  of  tbe  old  records,  being  Volume  II.  of  the  Printed 
Records  of  tlie  Town.  Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk, 
Fitchburg,  1899. 

Fkanklin.  Tlie  Record  of  Births,  INIarriages,  and  Deaths  in 
the  Town  of  Franklin,  from  1778  to  1872.  Edited  by  Orestes  T. 
Doe,  town  clerk.    Franklin,  Mass.,  1898. 

Lexington.    Records  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deatlis,  to  Jan. 

I,  1808.    Part  I.    From  Earliest  Record  to  end  of  1853.  Part 

II.  From  1854  to  end  of  1897.    Boston,  1898. 

State  Standard  Ink. 

By  chapter  354  of  the  Acts  of  1899  the  matter  of  the 
State  standard  ink  was,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  transferred  from  his  de- 
partment to  this  office.  In  conformity  with  the  requirements 
of  the  act,  which  went  into  eifect  on  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, proposals  to  furnish  a  State  standard  ink  were  imme- 
diately advertised  for,  and  a  contract  was  awarded,  on  the 
eighth  day  of  November,  to  The  Carter's  Ink  Company.  The 
formula  used  in  1894  was  adopted  for  the  standard,  the  only 
difference  in  the  specification  being  that  the  specific  gravity 
should  be  less.  This  was  with  the  desire  to  avoid  the  ten- 
dency to  smirch  complained  of  in  the  former  standard. 

In  this  connection,  it  seems  well  to  say  that  the  smirching 
of  the  former  inks  was  the  only  valid  objection  to  them. 
The  other  complaints  were  because  persons  using  them  did 
not  fiincy  them  after  using  thin  fluids,  or  did  not  give  them 
proper  care,  treating  them  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
treat  the  fluids  universally  used.  As  has  been  several  times 
set  forth  in  these  reports,  a  properly  prepared  nut-gall  and 
iron  ink,  which  was  the  ink  in  use  on  the  ancient  records, 
and  now  blacker  than  when  first  used,  cannot  be  abused. 
Whatever  evaporation  it  is  subjected  to  before  it  is  in  the 
paper,  whatever  excess  of  iron  is  added  by  allowing  pens  to 
stand  in  it,  whatever  partially  evaporated  ink  is  left  in  the 
ink-well,  whatever  dust  and  foreign  substance  are  allowed  to 
enter  it,  will  injure  it.    Steel  pens  will  be  corroded  if  the 
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ink  is  allowed  to  dry  upon  them.  If  the  ink  is  tightly 
covered,  to  keep  out  dirt  and  prevent  evaporation,  if  the 
ink-well  is  frequently  washed,  to  prevent  the  ingredients 
which  do  not  evaporate,  but  remain  in  the  well,  from  being 
in  excess  of  the  proper  proportions,  and  if  the  pen  is  kept 
clean,  —  there  need  be  no  complaint  of  a  good  ink.  With 
these  things  neglected,  the  better  the  ink  the  more  likelihood 
of  complaint. 

Handsomely  written  records,  written  with  inks  (some- 
times colored)  purchased  because  they  were  agreeable  to  use, 
are  sometimes  exhibited  with  pride,  as  a  contrast  to  those 
written  with  the  standard  ink.  In  many  of  these  cases  it  is 
absolutely  certain  that  in  a  comparatively  few  years  there 
will  be  no  sign  of  the  records  written  with  the  former  inks, 
and  if  by  chance  they  were  exposed  to  the  light  a  few  months 
would  obliterate  them. 

There  are  in  this  oflicc  to-day  a  few  pages  of  intentions  of 
marriage,  written  in  1844,  some  of  the  entries  on  which  have 
as  completely  disappeared  as  if  they  had  never  been  written, 
and  none  are  sufficiently  distinct  to  be  deciphered.  These 
and  hundreds  of  other  instances  would  seem  to  establish  the 
necessity  for  a  standard  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  chapter  354 
of  the  Acts  of  1899,  it  became  necessary  to  approve  ribbons, 
pads,  or  other  devices  to  be  used  for  printing  upon  type- 
writing machines.  iVn  investigation  previously  made  and 
reported  upon  satisfied  me  that  the  leading  manufacturers 
could  and  did  make  ribbons  and  pads  containing  permanent 
ink,  and  most  of  them  made  them  suitable  for  use  on  any 
typewriting  machine. 

The  establishment  of  a  standard,  as  of  a  record  ink,  was 
not  practicable,  for  numerous  reasons,  and  there  seemed, 
therefore,  no  reason  why  any  one  ribbon  should  be  desig- 
nated. Accordingly,  mtmufacturors  of  good  reputation,  who 
supplied  the  chief  part  of  the  ril)bous  used  in  New  England, 
were  asked  for  samples  of  printing  done  with  ink,  upon  the 
permanency  of  which  they  would  stake  their  reputations. 
Severe  tests  of  the  samples  submitted  showed  the  inks  to  be 
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permanent,  and  the  ribbons  and  pads  of  nine  manufacturers 
were  approved. 

The  following  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  persons  in  the 
State  having  the  care  of  public  records,  as  soon  as  the  law 
went  into  effect :  — 

Boston,  Sept.  1,  1899. 

Sir  :  —  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  chapter 
354  of  the  Acts  of  1899,  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and  the 
pads  and  other  devices  used  for  printing  by  typewriting  machines, 
made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  if  inked  with  the 
inks  used  upon  their  respective  ribbons,  are  approved  for  use 
upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  several 
counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical,  by  the  names  of  the 
manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference. 

Carter's  black  record  t^'-pewriter  ribbon,  manufactured  by  The  Carter's 
Ink  Compan}',  162  Columbus  Avenue,  lioston. 

Haley  IMfg.  Company  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  80,  manufactued 
by  Haley  Mfg.  Company,  87  John  Street,  N.  Y. 

Little's  brilliant  black  record  ribbon,  jiianufactured  by  A.  P.  Little, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Eureka  brand  special  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No,  158,  manufactured 
by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Diamond  brand  o/Ticial  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  621,  manufactured 
by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Co.,  10  Park  Place,  N.  Y. 

Underwood's  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  655,  manufactured  by  John 
Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vcsey  Street,  N.  Y. 

The  Webster  star  brand  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  147,  manufact- 
ured by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Black  record  paragon  ribbon,  manufactured  by  WyckofF,  Seamans  & 
Benedict,  15  School  Street,  Boston. 

Yost  black  record  pad,  manufactured  by  Yost  Wi'iting  Machine  Com- 
pany, 316  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Recording  officers  should  purchase  directly  from  the  manufact- 
urers or  their  agents,  to  ensure  certainty  of  obtaining  the  proper 
ink,  and  fresh  ribbons,  pads,  or  other  devices. 

Very  respectfully,  Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 

The  reputation  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  approved  rib- 
bons, coupled  with  the  fact  that  a})proval  is  to  be  withdrawn 
if  a  ribbon  is  found  inferior  to  the  sample,  would  seem  to  -be 
sufficient  guarantee  that  the  standard  will  be  maintained. 
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Some  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  by  persons  claim- 
ing to  be  manufacturers,  who  put  ribbons  upon  the  market 
under  certain  names,  that  their  ribbons  were  not  approved  ; 
but,  having  satisfied  myself  that  the  chief  part  of  their 
ribbons  were  made  for  them,  and  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  the  ink,  nor  control  over  it,  I  declined 
to  approve  them.  A  ribbon  made  by  a  responsible  manu- 
facturer, which  had  acquired  a  reputation  for  permanency 
under  a  certain  name,  might  be  kept  on  the  market  under 
the  same  name,  but  be  an  entirely  different  article,  made  by 
an  irresponsible  manufacturer. 

Stamping  Pads. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  up  with  the  rapid  pace  at  which 
all  business  is  carried  on  has  made  the  use  of  rubber'  stamps 
almost  universal,  and  their  use  is  becoming  more  and  more 
general  in  public  offices.  That  the  persons  using  them  upon 
the  records  have  misgivings  about  the  permanency  of  the 
ink  in  the  pads,  is  evident  from  the  inquiries  received  upon 
that  matter,  and  upon  the  legality  of  their  use. 

It  can  be  stated,  upon  the  authority  of  some  of  the  lead- 
ing manufacturers  of  these  pads,  that  there  has  not  yet  been 
a  permanent  ink  made  which  can  be  used  upon  them  ;  and 
I  have  tested  numerous  pads,  finding  all  impressions  made 
with  them  to  fade.  Some  of  the  black  and  the  blue  inks 
will  stand  long  exposure,  but  the  popular  colors  —  red, 
purple,  and  green  —  will  fade  very  quickly.  The  use  of 
these  stamps  upon  the  records  should  therefore  be  discon- 
tinued, even  if  it  w^ere  thought  that  the  law  requiring  the 
use  of  the  standard  ink  or  of  the  prescribed  typewriter 
ribbons  did  not  prohibit  it. 

Fires. 

The  number  of  fires  endangering  town  records  has  been 
increased  by  two  during  the  year. 

In  the  early  morning  of  March  18  a  large  fire  in  Ames- 
bury  destroyed  several  buildings,  including  the  Opera  House 
and  the  town  clerk's  store.  An  old  safe  in  the  former,  and 
a  new  safe  purchased  by  the  clerk  for  his  records,  were  de- 
stroyed, but  their  contents  were  saved,  the  leather  bindings 
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only  being  ruined.  The  records  of  marriages  and  deaths 
for  1898,  and  possibly  some  records  of  the  school  committee, 
were  burned.  The  former  have  been  copied  from  the  copies 
returned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  Among 
the  books  in  the  clerk's  safe  was  the  ancient  one  described 
and  photographed  in  my  report  of  hist  year,  only  the  covers 
of  which  were  injured.  The  attention  of  the  selectmen  had 
been  called  to  the  danger  of  the  records  in  the  Opera  House, 
and  the  town  had,  at  the  March  meeting,  appropriated  money 
for  enlarging  the  vault  in  the  armory  building,  to  which  the 
records  were  to  have  been  transferred. 

In  the  early  morning  of  August  24  the  building  occupied 
by  the  town  clerk  of  Belchertowai,  as  his  dwelling  and  store, 
was  discovered  to  be  on  lire,  and,  there  being  no  fire  appa- 
ratus or  water  supply  ,  was,  with  other  buildings,  destroyed. 
The  safe  containing  his  records  was  in  the  ruins  about  a 
week  before  it  had  cooled  enough  to  be  opened.  None  of 
the  records  were  destroyed,  but  all  leather  bindings  were, 
while  the  canvas  bindings  were  uninjured.  The  intense  heat 
had  turned  some  of  the  modern  paper  to  a  light-brown 
color. 

The  newspapers  very  generally  reported  all  the  records 
destroyed,  when  in  fact  most  of  the  records  were  in  a  large 
safe,  rather  recently  purchased,  in  the  town  hall,  w^hile  the 
files  of  papers  were  in  the  library  building,  both  buildings 
being  remote  from  the  fire. 

ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner, 
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Office  op  the  Comjiissioner  of  Public  Recokds, 
State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  1,  1901. 

.  To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  ninth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  thirteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  Work  of  the  Year. 

There  has  been  little  during  the  past  year  of  special  note. 
As  the  cities  and  towns  gradually  provide  more  commodious 
and  safer  accommodations  for  their  records,  especially  for 
the  files  of  papers,  the  commissioner  is  called  upon  to  exam- 
ine the  accumulation  of  papers  to  decide  what  can  be  disposed 
of,  and,  as  in  most  places  these  papers  have  never  been  filed 
with  any  such  idea  in  view,  much  time  has  necessarily  been 
devoted  to  this  work.  This  has  resulted  in  placing  many 
important  papers,  which  were  exposed  to  danger  from  fire, 
in  safes  or  vaults. 

More  attention  is  each  year  given  to  discovering  records 
believed  to  be  in  existence,  but  not  in  proper  custody,  and 
such  are  constantly  being  obtained.  Others,  especially 
plans,  which  were  not  known  by  any  one  in  authority  to 
exist,  are  coming  to  light  as  the  accumulations  of  papers 
above  referred  to  are  examined.  A  plan  of  the  Herring 
Pond  Lands,  made  under  the  direction  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed in  1850  to  divide  the  lands  among  the  Indians,  was 
traced  to  one  of  the  tribe  in  Bourne,  and  willingly  surren- 
dered. The  plan  was  much  defaced,  and  new  names  had 
been  substituted  as  lots  had  changed  OAvners.  The  origi- 
nal names  were  obtained  from  a  copy  in  possession  of  the 
assessors  of  Plymouth,  and  inserted;  the  plan  renovated  by 
the  Kmery  process  and  deposited  in  the  registry  of  deeds 
at  Barnstable;  and  two  blue  prints  made,  one  of  which  was 
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deposited  in  the  State  Library,  the  other  being  sent  to  the 
possessor  of  the  original  plan.  No  clue  can  be  obtained  to 
the  records  of  the  allotments  by  the  commissioners,  although 
they  were  in  existence  not  many  years  ago.  Information 
'regarding  them  is  solicited. 

A  plan  of  the  original  lay-out  of  the  town  of  Holden  was 
found  in  pieces,  and  so  faded  in  parts  as  to  be  nearly  illegible. 
From  a  description  of  the  lots  in  the  proprietors'  records  it 
was  possible  to  supply  most  of  the  illegible  parts,  and  all 
lines,  names,  and  figures  have  been  traced.  The  plan  when 
mounted  will  be  kept  among  the  records  of  Holden. 

Much  work  is  constantly  being  done  in  providing  addi- 
tional security  for  the  records,  some  of  which  is  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  commissioner,  but  much  is  known  to  him  only 
from  inspection.  Among  the  notable  improvements  the  past 
year,  are  the  new  fire-proof  county  building,  with  its  fire- 
proof fittings,  at  East  Cambridge  ;  remodelling  the  town  hall 
in  Brookline,  with  the  addition  of  several  fine  vaults  ;  build- 
ing of  a  fire-proof  addition  to  the  city  hall  in  Waltham  ; 
renovating  the  rooms  of  the  city  registrar  of  Boston,  and 
arranging  and  systematizing  the  records ;  furnishing  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  in  Salem  with  metal  fittings ; 
the  building  of  a  fine  vault  with  metal  fittings  in  the  city 
hall  in  Pittsfield ;  establishing  at  Hingham  an  office  for  the 
town  clerk  and  the  collector,  furnished  with  a  suitable  safe  ; 
and  building  and  fitting  a  large  vault  in  HoUiston. 

Legislation  concerning  Public  Records. 
The  close  of  the  century  seems  an  appropriate  time  for  a 
retrospect  of  the  gradual  growth  of  sentiment  and  legislation 
concerning  public  records.  Before  the  American  Revolution, 
though  successive  laws  were  passed  requiring  certain  things 
to  be  recorded,  there  was  little  of  detail  in  the  laws  regard- 
ing care  or  safety  of  the  records,  beyond  the  provision  in 
1647,  when  it  was  ordered  that  to  the  end  that  all  the  records 
of  the  Colony  may  be  safely  preserved  and  improved,  a 
strong  press  made  of  very  firm  oak  planks  be  kept  in  some 
place  convenient  at  Boston,  by  direction  of  the  Governor." 
A  press  was  also  to  be  provided  wherever  any  court  of  record 
was  holden. 
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During  the  Revolution  the  records  appear  to  have  been 
greatly  neglected,  and  for  some  years  after  less  attention  was 
given  to  them  than  before.  Then  interest  revived,  and 
attention  was  naturally  first  turned  to  the  records  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  common  lands,  who  were  fast  making 
division  of  their  lands ;  and  March  10,  1784,  provision  was 
made  for  the  lodging"  of  their  records,  after  the  lands 
were  divided,  either  with  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  the 
land  lay,  or,  where  the  land  lay  in  several  towns,  with  the 
clerk  of  such  town  as  the  court  of  sessions  directed. 

March  9,  1791,  proprietors  were  empowered  to  recall  their 
records  for  certain  purposes.  By  a  general  record  act, 
passed  in  1851,  the  records  were  to  be  deposited  with  the 
clerk  of  the  town  where  the  lands  or  the  greater  part  of 
them  lay. 

After  the  proprietors  records  were  provided  for,  attention 
was  chiefly  turned  to  the  records  of,  or  to  be  deposited  in, 
the  courts,  and  the  legislation  concerning  them  is  next  pre- 
sented. It  is  needless  to  say,  to  one  familiar  with  the  early 
printed  laws,  that,  owing  to  the  custom  of  inserting  in  the 
body  of  an  act  matter  having  little  connection  with  the  title,, 
and  to  the  meagre  indexes,  omissions  are  probable  in  such  a 
presentation. 

Feb.  28,  1786,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was 
directed  to  deliver  all  probate  records  in  his  custody  to  the 
clerk  of  the  supreme  court."  Feb.  26,  1799,  the  records 
of  notaries  public  who  died,  resigned,  or  were  removed  were 
to  be  deposited  with  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas. 
The  Eevised  Statutes,  in  1836,  required  that  these  records 
be  deposited  with  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  and  that  is  still 
the  law,  although  it  has  been  very  largely  a  dead  letter. 

March  11,  1802,  justices  who  had  rendered  judgments  in 
certain  cases  were  ordered  to  return  their  records  and  original 
processes  to  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas. 

March  8,  1804,  the  clerks  of  the  courts  in  Suffolk,  Essex, 
and  Middlesex  counties  were  to  collect  and  arrange  all  papers 
and  documents  and  complete  the  records.  March  19,  1831, 
the  clerks  of  the  courts  were  constituted  clerks  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  county  commis- 
sioners, and  were  to  have  the  custody  of  all  their  records. 
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By  1852  controversy  had  evidently  arisen  as  to  the  right 
to  have  records  taken  out  of  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of 
the  courts,  for  Fel)ruary  11  of  that  year  it  Avas  enacted  that 
nothing  heretofore  enacted  should  prohibit  the  temporary 
removal  of  records  in  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts, 
which  should  be  necessary  for  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  courts. 

June  18,  1811,  seems  to  be  the  first  time  any  legislation 
was  enacted  for  the  safety  of  the  records.  A  section  of  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  of  courts  for  all 
the  counties  requires  the  court  in  each  county,  as  soon  as 
convenient,  to  provide  an  ofEce  of  stone  or  brick,  which 
shall  be  fire-proof,  well  arranged,  and  provided  with  suitable 
alcoves,  cases,  and  boxes  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  the 
records,  files,  papers,  and  documents  which  now  remain  in 
the  clerk's  office  in  the  several  counties,  and  which  may 
hereafter  accumulate  in  such  offices  at  the  expense  of  each 
county  respectively.  The  requirement  that  the  accumula- 
tion for  all  time  to  come  was  to  be  provided  for  does  not 
seem  to  have  occurred  to  any  one,  but  the  leeway  allowed 
by  the  words,  **as  soon  as  convenient,"  seems  to  have  been 
noticed,  and  Feb.  29,  1812,  the  courts  were  required  to 
build  within  two  years.  Feb.  10,  1814,  the  time  was  fur- 
ther extended  for  two  years  from  Feb.  28,  1814. 

According  to  statements  in  various  county  and  town  his- 
tories, it  would  appear  that  conditions  respecting  the  court 
houses  at  that  time  and  soon  after  were  as  follows  :  — 

Barnstable  County  built  a  second  court  house  in  1774, 
which  may  or  may  not  have  been  the  one  referred  to  as 

erected  some  years  before"  one  which  burned  in  1827. 
Berkshire  built  one  at  Lenox  in  1816.  Bristol  used  hers 
until  1827.  Nothing  concerning  buildings  in  Dukes  County 
has  been  found  in  print.  In  Essex  the  county  and  town 
used  a  building  finished  in  1786,  until  1817,  when  the  town 
sold  its  share  to  the  county.  Franklin  County  was  incor- 
porated June  24,  1811,  and  in  April,  1812,  the  town  of 
Greenfield  appointed  a  committee  to  su])erintend  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  which  the  county  made  the  first  ap- 
propriation of  $2,000  in  1813.  Hampden  used  its  building 
until  a  second  was  built  iu  1821.    Hampshire  laid  the  cor- 
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ner-stone  of  a  new  building,  which  was  burned  in  Novem- 
ber, 1822,  June  24,  1813.  In  1813  the  court  in  Middlesex 
accepted  the  proposal  of  the  Lechmere  Point  Corporation  to 
build  a  court  house  and  jail,  and  at  the  March  term,  1816, 
the  building  was  reported  as  finished,  at  a  cost  of  $4,191.78 
above  the  agreed  cost.  In  Nantucket  the  town  hall  was  so 
old  in  1807  that  there  was  suggestion  of  repairing  it,  and 
this  building  was  probably  used  as  the  court  house,  although 
no  definite  information  has  been  obtained  concerning  the 
buildings  there.  In  Norfolk  a  wooden  court  house,  finished 
in  1795,  gave  place  to  a  new  one  finished  in  1827.  The 
court  in  Plymouth  purchased  a  new  building  in  1820,  the 
previous  one  having  been  used  since  1759.  The  stone 
court  bouse  in  Court  Square,"  Boston,  afterward  the  city 
hall  on  School  Street,  had  just  been  finished  in  1810,  and 
"Worcester  was  already  provided  with  one,  first  occupied  in 
1803. 

By  chapter  14,  sections  9  and  31,  of  the  Ke vised  Statutes, 
the  duty  of  erecting  and  repairing  court  houses  and  all  county 
buildings  was  transferred  to  the  county  commissioners,  ex- 
cepting in  Sufi'olk  County,  where  Boston  was  to  provide. 

The  safety  of  the  records  in  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of 
the  courts  having  been,  presumably,  provided  for  in  1811, 
it  was  enacted,  Feb.  29,  1812,  that  the  court  of  sessions  in 
each  county  should  provide,  in  the  same  building  provided 
for  judicial  records,  alcoves,  etc.,  for  the  register  of  deeds, 
except  where  there  was  already  provided  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing or  rooms  for  the  registry,  in  which  case  the  records  were 
to  be  kept  in  the  **  buildings  or  rooms  for  the  registry  of 
deeds,  which  is  kept  in  the  shire  town  in  each  county,  and 
also  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  probate,  where  the  regis- 
ter shall  reside  in  such  town."  This  phraseology  is  some- 
what ambiguous,  but,  as  the  probate  courts  held  sessions  in 
several  towns,  it  was  evidently  intended  that  a  place  should 
be  provided  for  their  records  in  the  town  where  the  register 
of  probate  resided. 

Feb.  24,  1818,  the  registers  of  probate  were  given  custody 
of  all  books,  documents,  and  papers  belonging  to  their 
courts,  and  were  carefully  to  preserve  the  same,  but  no  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  safety  of  the  records. 
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By  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  1836,  the  county  commis- 
sioners were  to  provide  the  same  accommodations  for  the 
registries  of  deeds  as  had  been  required  for  the  courts,  and, 
although  the  act  of  1818  relating  to  the  records  of  the  pro- 
bate court  was  continued,  no  provision  was  then  made  for 
their  safety. 

Evident!}^  the  county  commissioners  did  not  provide 
accommodations  satisfactory  to  some,  for  in  1886  it  was 
provided  that  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  judicial  court,  tlie  provisions  required  by  the 
statutes  were  insufficient,  they  should,  upon  application  of 
either  the  clerk  of  the  courts,  register  of  deeds,  or  judge  of 
probate,  certify  the  fact  to  the  county  commissioners,  who 
should  forthwith  provide  such  additional  fire-proof  rooms 
and  such  other  accommodations  as  were  necessary. 

In  1846  the  absence  of  records  from  the  State  archives 
had  probably  become  serious,  for  March  2  of  that  year  a 
resolve  was  passed  authorizing  the  Governor  **  to  take  such 
measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient  to  restore  to  the 
archives  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  originals  or  copies, 
such  portions  of  the  records  of  the  executive  council,  or  of 
any  other  branch  of  the  government  of  the  colony  and 
provinces  of  Massachusetts  Bay  as  may  be  missing." 

Aside  from  the  legislation  already  noted  concerning  the 
records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  lands,  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  attention  paid  to  city  or  town  records,  look- 
ing to  their  safety.  In  1639  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  of  all  persons  **  within  this  jurisdiction"  were 
to  be  recorded,  but  no  provision  was  made  for  a  recorder 
except  as  **Mr.  Stephen  Winthrop  was  to  record  things  at 
Boston." 

In  1641  a  **  clerk  of  the  writs"  was  to  be  chosen  in  each 
town,  and  in  1642  they  were  ordered  to  record  births  and 
deaths,  and  make  an  annual  return  to  the  recorder  of  the 
court.  Persons  were  to  return  names  of  persons  married  by 
them  to  the  recorder.  (This  accounts  for  the  absence  of 
marriages  in  the  early  town  records,  and  should  be  borne  in 
mind  by  searchers.)  In  1692  town  clerks  were  chosen  who 
were  to  record  all  important  and  many  minor  matters. 

Not  until  1851  was  there  any  legislation  to  cover  records 
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generally.    May  15  of  that  year  an  act  was  passed  entitled 

An  Act  for  the  Better  Preservation  of  Municipal  and  Other 
Records."  This  provided  that  county  commissioners,  city 
governments,  and  selectmen  should  have  records  bound,  and 
papers  filed  and  arranged,  and  should  provide  suitable  " 
places  where  they  should  be  deposited  and  securely  kept. 
To  provide  for  the  particular  security  and  preservation  of 
all  the  records  of  their  respective  counties,  cities,  and 
towns,"  and  where  they  have  or  may  become  worn,  muti- 
lated, or  illegible,"  they  were  to  have  copies  **  seasonably 
taken  by  competent  and  skillful  transcribers,"  and  have  them 
certified  by  the  clerks. 

The  clerks  were  given  sole  custody  of  the  records,  and 
were  to  have  them  open  for  inspection,  and  to  allow  copies 
to  be  made.  The  county  commissioners,  city  governments, 
selectmen,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  were  empowered  to 
have  copies  made  from  certain  other  records  which  might 
relate  to  their  respective  counties,  cities,  and  towns. 

Persons  holding  records  of  churches  or  societies  which 
had  dissolved  or  ceased  to  have  legal  existence  were  to 
deliver  them  to  the  city  or  town  clerk  of  the  place  where  the 
church  or  society  had  been  located. 

Counties,  cities,  and  towns  were  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
twenty  dollars,  and  clerks  to  one  of  ten,  for  violation  of  any 
provisions  of  the  act ;  and  whoever  carried  away,  defaced, 
altered,  or  mutilated  a  record  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifty 
dollars. 

A  standard  paper  for  records  was  still  required,  the  legis- 
lation, former  and  subsequent,  relating  to  which  is  presented 
elsewhere. 

This  act  of  1851  remained  unchanged  until  1857,  when, 
for  the  first  time,  although  volume  after  volume  had  been 
burned,  the  danger  of  fire  to  the  town  records  seems  to  have 
occurred  to  some  one,  and  every  city  and  town  was  required 
to  have  a  safe  for  the  books  of  record  and  important  docu- 
ments, and  the  clerk  was  to  keep  the  records  in  it.  The 
penalties  for  non-compliance  with  the  laws  relating  to  the 
records  were  increased  to  ten  dollars  a  month  for  counties, 
cities,  and  towns,  continued  at  ten  for  the  clerks,  and  one- 
half  the  fine  was  given  to  the  complainant.    Cities  and 
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towns  were  authorized  to  have  copies  made  of  records  re- 
lating to  lands,  easements,  rights  or  ways  situated  in  any 
parts  set  off*,  and  certified  copies  were  given  the  weight  of 
originals.  Clerks  were  to  have  their  records  open  for 
inspection,  and  were  to  receive  fees  for  copies. 

In  the  General  Statutes  of  1860,  chapter  29  was  devoted 
to  the  public  records.  The  principal  features  of  the  exist- 
ing laws  were  retained,  but  the  two  following  absurdities, 
which  had  existed,  one  for  nine  and  the  other  for  three  years, 
were  corrected.  The  act  of  1851  required  that  records  which 
had  become  illegible  should  be  copied,  and  the  act  of  1857 
required  a  safe  to  be  provided  for  all  the  records  of  a  city  or 
town. 

In  the  revision  ^^had  become"  was  omitted,  and  safes 
were  required. 

<<A  suitable  place"  was  to  be  provided  *«for  the  safe 
keeping  and  preservation  of  the  other  public  records  of  the 
county."  Although  in  1812,  and  later,  fire-proof  buildings 
and  rooms  were  required  for  the  records  of  the  clerks  of  the 
courts  and  registers  of  deeds,  no  such  provision  had  been 
made  for  the  probate  records  until  they  were  included  in  the 
above  phrase,     other  public  records." 

No  important  legislation  followed  until  1882,  with  the 
exception  of  an  act  passed  in  1867,  amended  in  1874,  which 
authorized  and  required  the  county  commissioners  to  have 
copies  made  of  such  records  of  the  proprietors,  or  of  rec- 
ords of  any  county,  city,  or  town  within  or  without  the 
Commonwealth  which  related  to  titles  to  land  in  their  coun- 
ties, **as  in  their  judgment "  were  necessary.  The  require- 
ment was  made  a  dead  letter  by  the  words  quoted,  and  little 
copying  was  done. 

In  1882  the  Public  Statutes  were  issued,  and  chapter  37 
re-enacted  the  laws  substantially  as  they  existed. 

In  1884  the  ofEce  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  of 
Parishes,  Towns,  and  Counties  was  established  and  Hon. 
Carroll  D.  Wright  was  appointed  commissioner,  who  in 
1889  submitted  a  report  on  the  custody  and  condition  of  the 
records.  The  office,  which  would  expire  by  limitation,  was 
then  continued  for  three  years,  and  upon  the  resignation  of 
Commissioner  Wright  Governor  Ames  appointed  as  commis- 
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sioner  Robert  T.  Swan,  who  had  been  acting  as  secretary  of 
the  commission.  Soon  after  the  expiration  of  the  three 
years  the  office  was  established  as  permanent,  under  the  new 
title  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  and  Governor 
Kussell  reappointed  the  commissioner.  Familiarity  with 
the  conditions  existing  in  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns 
made  it  apparent  to  the  commissioner  that  further  legisla- 
tion was  needed,  and  chiefly  upon  the  recommendations  sub- 
mitted by  him  from  year  to  year  the  following  has  been 
enacted  :  — 

In  1890  clerks  of  cities  and  towns  w^ere  required  to 
demand  records  of  extinct  churches,  parishes,  and  societies 
which  had  not  been  deposited  with  them ;  and  a  penalty  was 
fixed  for  removing  or  mutilating  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth. In  1891  county  commissioners  were  authorized  to 
have  the  records  and  files  of  the  probate  courts  rearranged, 
indexed,  and  docketed ;  the  law  relating  to  paper  was 
amended  (as  stated  elsewhere  in  the  report)  ;  and  a  record- 
ing officer  was  authorized  to  demand  the  records  of  his.  pred- 
ecessor, who  was  required  to  deliver  them  under  oath.  In 
1892  registers  of  deeds  were  authorized  to  re-record  certain 
deeds ;  and  provision  was  made  that  collectors'  records 
(which,  until  in  1887,  when  they  were  declared  public  rec- 
ords, had  been  considered  by  the  collectors  as  their  private 
property)  should  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  city  or 
town.  In  1894  an  act  was  passed  to  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  records  and  certain  papers ;  and  a  standard  ink  was 
established. 

In  1897,  after  urging  upon  the  Legislature  for  five  years 
a  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  public  records,  to  cure 
defects  and  abolish  absurdities,  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
that  year  was  enacted.  The  principal  new  features  of  this 
act  are  :  («)  a  definition  of  the  word  records,"  as  a  basis 
for  the  act;  (b)  placing  the  records  of  an  official  or  depart- 
ment in  the  custody  of  that  ofiicial  or  department,  thus  doing 
away  with  the  requirement,  often  conflicting,  that  all  records 
of  a  city  or  town  should  be  in  possession  of  the  city  or  town 
clerk;  (c)  requiring  the  person  having  the  custody  to  have 
the  records  bound  or  copied  wiicn  necessary  ;  (d)  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  before  any 
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papers  can  be  destroyed ;  (e)  the  authority  to  place  records 
in  the  custody  of  the  comniissioner,  for  copying  or  binding, 
with  the  view  to  safety  and  expert  work  ;  (f)  and  requiring 
non-combustible  fittings  in  fire-proof  rooms. 

Although  not  strictly  within  the  province  of  the  commis- 
sioner, the  necessity  for  action  was  so  constantly  brought  to 
his  attention  by  the  city  and  town  clerks,  that  in  1891  he 
advised  a  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  births,  marriages, 
deaths,  and  burials,  and  in  1897  chapters  437  and  444  were 
enacted,  resulting  in  great  improvement. 

In  1898  the  Commissioner  of  Records  was  authorized  to 
expend  from  the  appropriation  for  his  office  certain  amounts 
for  the  direct  improvement  of  certain  records  ;  a  church  or 
society  ceasing  to  hold  services  for  three  years  was  to  de- 
liver its  records  to  the  city  or  town  clerk  ;  and  a  penalty 
was  provided  for  not  using  the  standard  ink.  In  1899  the 
matter  of  the  standard  ink  was  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Records,  and  the  use  of  typewriting  machines  with 
ribbons  approved  by  the  commissioner  was  authorized. 

Public  Record  Office. 

Each  year  the  opinion  is  more  and  more  confirmed  that  a 
public  record  office,  where  the  ancient  records  of  the  cities 
and  towns  can  be  properly  cared  for,  is  needed,  and  that  the 
records  as  a  whole  will  never  be  so  cared  for,  and  made  avail- 
able, until  brought  to  a  central  office.  As  stated  elsewhere, 
the  commissioners  in  Connecticut  have  advised  the  Legislat- 
ure to  consider  the  feasibility  of  providing  such  an  office,  and 
the  Rhode  Island  commissioner  advocates  such  an  office. 

The  recent  fire  in  a  room  in  the  treasury  department  in 
Washington  has  reawakened  the  movement  for  a  hall  of 
records  there,  and  the  secretaries  of  the  departments  have 
expressed  themselves  strongly  in  favor  of  its  immediate  con- 
struction. 

Accumulation  of  Records. 
In  the  report  submitted  in  1894  the  accumulation  of 
records  was  commented  upon,  and  attention  called  to  the 
expense  which  must  constantly  be  incurred  in  providing  for 
them.  The  suggestion  of  legislation  to  do  away  with  the 
useless  verbiage  in  documents  recorded  was  made.  From 
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time  to  time  the  Controller  of  County  Accounts  has  called 
attention  to  this  matter,  treating  it  from  the  stand-point  of 
the  cost  of  the  recording,  and  has  presented  drafts  of  bills  in 
the  interest  of  economy,  the  passage  of  which  seems  desirable. 

Kecord  Commissioners. 

Following  the  lead  of  Massachusetts,  Ehode  Island  estab- 
lished the  ofGce  of  record  commissioner  in  1896,  after  an 
investigation  of  the  records  made  upon  the  plan  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts commission.  In  1895  a  movement  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commissioner  was  commenced  in  Connecticut, 
but  not  until  1899  was  legislation  obtained.  Then  a  com- 
mission, consisting  of  Messrs.  Samuel  Hart,  Albert  C.  Bates, 
and  Dwight  E.  Bowers,  was  appointed  to  report  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  year  the  condition  of  the  public  records 
of  the  courts,  counties,  towns,  societies,  and  parishes.  Their 
investigation  also  followed  the  Massachusetts  plan,  and  their 
report,  just  at  hand,  shows  the  same  conditions  existing  that 
were  here  found,  —  an  utter  disregard  of  law,  and  that  the 
records  were  in  bad  condition  and  great  danger.  They 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  record  com- 
missioner or  commission.  They  also  recommend  that  **an 
appropriate  committee  inquire :  (a)  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
providing  for  an  archives  department  in  the  State  capitol, 
of  permitting  or  requiring  the  deposit  of  ancient  records 
there,  and  of  making  provision  for  their  preservation  and 
use  while  in  the  custody  of  the  State  ;  (b)  as  to  the  re- 
lief of  smaller  towns  and  probate  districts  in  the  matter  of 
expense  attendant  upon  the  custody  of  records  that  concern 
adjacent  towns  and  districts  which  have  been  set  oft"  from  the 
former ;  (c)  as  to  the  desirability  of  providing  by  statute 
for  a  minimum  salary  for  town  clerks." 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  commissioners  by  these 
recommendations  endorse  those  made  from  time  to  time  by 
this  commission. 

In  1897  New  Jersey,  also,  established  a  public  record 
commission,  and  the  commissioners,  Messrs.  William  Nel- 
son, Henry  S.  Haines,  and  William  S.  Stryker,  submitted  a 
report,  which  was  printed  in  1899.  Their  work  is  upon  dif- 
ferent lines,  however,  not  being  a  supervision  of  the  records, 
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and  the  report  treats  of  the  State  records,  to  which  is  ap- 
pended descriptive  lists  of  many  of  the  records,  bibliogra- 
phies of  printed  acts  and  proceedings,  inventories,  lists  of 
inhabitants  who  were  despoiled,  and  much  else  of  value  to 
persons  interested  in  the  early  records. 

Terms  of  Office. 

From  time  to  time  three-year  terms  for  city  and  town 
clerks  have  been  advocated  in  these  reports,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  each  year  confirms  the  opinion  that  the  greatest  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
records  in  many  places  is  the  uncertainty  of  the  clerk's  con- 
tinuance in  office.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  this  opinion 
is  universally  held  by  all  conversant  with  the  matter,  and  that, 
aside  from  personal  or  political  reasons^  no  argitment  against 
the  soundness  of  it  has  readied  this  office,  the  evil  of  bringing 
the  recording  offices  into  politics  is  increasing.  There  have 
lately  been  contests  for  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  courts,  regis- 
ter of  deeds,  and  register  of  probate,  where  the  people,  irre- 
spective of  party,  were  satisfied  with  an  efficient  officer,  the 
politicians,  for  their  own  purposes,  making  a  contest. 

The  desirability  of  long  terms  is  recognized  in  the  towns 
by  their  availing  themselves  of  the  permission  to  elect  select- 
men, assessors,  overseers  of  the  poor,  road  commissioners, 
and  others,  where  experience  is  needed,  for  terms  of  two  or 
three  years ;  but  the  clerk,  who  must  supervise  the  election 
of  these  officers,  enter  upon  his  duties  immediately,  and  is 
expected  in  many  ways  to  direct  them  in  the  routine  of 
office,  cannot  be  elected  for  more  than  one. 

In  the  counties  the  officers  are  all  elected  for  terms  of 
either  three  or  five  years,  and  the  suggestion  that  the  clerks 
of  the  courts,  registers  of  probate,  and  registers  of  deeds 
should  be  elected  annually  would  be  considered  as  absurd  as 
the  fact  that  city  and  town  clerks  ever  were,  will  be  in  time 
to  come. 

The  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  election  of  city 
councils  is  often  coupled  with  the  statement  that  there  will 
be  a  contest  over  the  clerkship,  or  that  the  present  clerk 
will  have  to  vacate.    At  the  time  this  is  written  it  is  almost 
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certain  there  will  be  contests  in  four  cities,  unless  deals" 
can  be  carried  out.  In  some  cases,  where  there  has  been  no 
expectation  of  deposing  the  incumbent  and  no  desire  to  de- 
pose him,  a  continued  opposition  to  him  is  kept  up,  with  the 
chance  that,  if  the  deal"  does  not  go  through,  he  will  be 
defeated. 

Many  of  the  cities  still  keep  the  office  out  of  politics, 
although  the  parties  are  so  nearly  balanced  that' changes 
would  be  frequent,  the  most  notable  being  Fall  lliver,  where 
the  city  clerk  was  elected  for  thirty-four  years,  until  he  re- 
signed, and  his  assistant  was  then  promoted. 

The  presentation  of  a  statement  giving  the  terms  of  ser- 
vice of  the  clerks  of  the  several  cities  will  show  the  contrast 
between  those  where  politics  always  enter  and  where  they  do 
not.  It  will  show  that,  in  the  four  cities  where  the  people 
vote  directly  for  clerks,  —  Chicopee,  Holyoke,  Northamp- 
ton, and  Springfield,  —  they  are  wise  enough  to  re-elect  effi- 
cient officers  ;  and,  though  an  occasional  hot  political  contest 
may  result  in  the  nomination  of  an  opponent,  the  result  is 
not  changed.  It  will  also  show  that  in  Quincy,  where  neither 
the  city  council  nor  the  people  have  any  choice,  the  clerk 
being  appointed  by  the  mayor,  it  has  been  purely  a  political 
appointment,  the  clerk  changing  with  the  mayor. 

The  table  does  not  show  that  in  Woburn  eighty  ballotings 
were  needed  to  elect  a  clerk ;  nor  that  the  supreme  court  had 
to  settle  the  election  of  the  clerk  in  Lawrence  ;  nor  that  the 
clerk  in  Lowell  held  over  for  a  year  because  there  was  a  tie 
in  the  city  council.  It  seems  time  that,  if  such  contests  as 
these  are  to  continue,  the  law  should  prevent  their  occurring 
oftener  than  once  in  three  years. 

Boston,  as  will  be  seen,  with  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
McCleary,  who  was  expected  to  be  clerk  **in  the  nature 
of  things,"  made  the  office  political,  with  the  results  shown. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  some  excellent  clerks  have  not 
been  elected  after  a  contest,  perhaps  better  than  their  pred- 
ecessors;  but  a  new  clerk  is  at  a  decided  disadvantage, 
from  lack  of  experience,  and,  however  efficient  he  might  be 
in  time,  or  however  much  he  might  see  the  chance  for  im- 
provement in  his  office,  he  is  deterred  from  commencing  on 
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work  which  it  is  an  even  chance  he  will  have  to  drop  at  the 
next  election. 

A  rumor  just  reaches  this  office  that  one  of  the  best  clerks 
in  the  State  (and  apparently,  and  upon  the  evidence  of 
those  who  should  know,  one  of  the  best  of  citizens)  is  to  be 
opposed  in  the  new  city  council.  If  the  city  councils  do  not 
realize  that  a  city  clerk  is  more  than  a  clerk  for  their 
boards,  but  that  he  is  the  person  upon  whom  the  care  and 
custody  of  their  most  important  records  devolves,  expected 
to  be  conversant  with  them,  and  having  knowledge  of  the 
law  governing  them,  then  the  State  should  do  what  it  can 
for  the  benefit  of  the  records,  and  say  to  the  cities,  as  it 
does  to  the  counties,  that  the  recording  officers  shall  be  sure 
of  their  positions  for  at  least  three  or  five  years. 

City  Clerks  and  Terms  of  Service. 

Beverly,     .       .    William  H.  Lovett,  1895.    The  fifteen  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 

Luther  S.  Herrick,  1896-1900. 
Boston,       .       .    Samuel  F.  McCleary,  1822-1851. 

Samuel  F.  McCleary,  Jr.,  1852-1882  (Jr. 
dropped  in  1856). 

Frederick  E.  Goodrich,  1883,  1884. 

Augustus  N.  Sampson,  1885,  1886. 

Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  1887,  1888. 

Edwin  U.  Curtis,  1889,  1890. 

John  M.  Galvin,  1891-1899.    Resigned  Oct. 
1,  1899. 

John  T.  Priest,  assistant  clerk.    Acting  city 

clerk  from  Oct.  1,  1899,  to  Dec.  27,  1899. 
John  M.  Galvin,  clerk  pro  tem.y  Dec.  27, 

1899,  to  Feb.  12,  1900. 
Edward  J.  Donovan,  1900. 
Brockton,  .       .    DeWitt  C.  Packard,  1882-1900.    The  pre- 
vious year  as  town  clerk. 
Cambridge,  .       .    Lucius  R.  Paige,  1846-1855.    Resigned  Oct. 
1,  1855. 

Henry  Thayer,  1855,  1856.     Refused  re- 
election. 

Justin  A.  Jacobs,  1857-1887.  Died  in  office. 
Walter  W.  Pike,  1888-1895.  Died  in  oOice. 
Edward  J.  Brandon,  1895-1900. 
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Chelsea,     .       .    Samuel  Bassett,  1857-1884.   Resigned.  The 
seven  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 
'    George  B.  Gurney,  1884-1899. 
•    Charles  H.  Reed,  1900. 
CmcoPEE,    .       .    John  D.  White,  1891-1900.    The  nine  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 
Everett,     .       .    Joseph  H.  Canuell,  1893-1900.    Town  clerk 

from  incorporation  of  the  town,  in  1870. 
Fall  River,       .    John  R.  Hodges,  1854.    The  two  previous 
years  as  town  clerk. 
Alvan  S.  Ballard,  1855-1863.    Declined  re- 
election. 

George  A.  Ballard,   1864-1898.  Resigned 

July  18,  1898. 
Arthur   B.  Bray  ton,  1898-1900.  Formerly 

assistant  clerk. 

FiTCHBURG,  .       .    Henry  Jackson,  1872-1886.    The  six  previ- 
ous years  as  town  clerk. 
Walter  A.  Davis,  1887-1900. 

Gloucester,       .    John  J.  Somes,  1874-1900.    The  six  previous 
months  as  town  clerk. 

Haverhill,        .    David  B.  Tenney,  1870-1892.    Declined  re- 
election. 

William  W.  Roberts,  1893-1900.  Formerly 
assistant  clerk. 

Holyoke,    .       .    Edwin  A.  Ramsey,  1874-1876.    Declined  re- 
election. 

James  E.  Delaney,  1877-1882.    Declined  re- 
election. 

Michael  J.  Griffin,  1883-1890.    Declined  re- 
election. 

Thomas  D.  O'Brien,   1891-1894.  Declined 

re-election. 
Edward  A.  Kane,  1895-1900. 
Lawrence,  .       .    George  W.  Benson,  1853.    The  three  previ- 
ous years  as  town  clerk. 
Benjamin  Boardman,  1854. 
William  Morse,  1855. 
George  R.  Rowe,  1856-1874.  Resigned. 
Walter  R.  Rowe,  1874-1876. 
James  E.  Shepcrd,  1877-1883. 
Timothy  Kane,  1884. 
William  T.  Kimball,  1885. 
Timothy  Kane,  18^16. 
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Lawrence,  .       .    William  T.  Kimball,  1887-1891. 

Timothy  F.  O'Hearn,  1892. 

William  T.  Kimball,  1893-1897. 

Cornelius  J.  Corcoran,  1898-1900. 
Lowell,      .       .    Samuel  A.  Coburn,  1836,  1837.    The  ten 
previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

Thomas  Ordway,  1838-1853. 

William  Lamson,  Jr.,  1854-1857. 

John IL  McAlvin,  1858-1869.  Resigned. 

Samuel  A.  McPhetres,  1869-1882.    Died  in 
office. 

David  W.  O'Brien,  1882-1884. 

Samuel  M.  Chase,  1885,  1886. 

David  W.  O'Brien,  1887. 

Girard  P.  Dadman,  1888-1890. 

Michael  J.  Dowd,  1891-1894.    No  election 

in  1893. 
Girard  P.  Dadman,  1895-1900. 
Lynn,         .       .    William  Bassett,  1850-1852. 

Charles  Merritt,  1853,  1854. 

John  Batchelder,  1855. 

Charles  Merritt,  1856-1858. 

Ephraim  A.  Ingalls,  1859,  1860. 

Benjamin  H.  Jones,  1861-1875. 

Charles  E.  Parsons,  1876-1896.    Died  in 

office. 

Joseph  W.  Attwill,  1897-1900. 
Malden,      .       .    Leverett  D.  Holden,  1882-1900. 
Marlborough,     .    Peter  B.  Murphy,  1890-1900.    The  eight  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 
Medford,    .       .    Allston  P.  Joyce,  1893-1900. 
New  Bedford,    .    Isaac  M.  Richardson,  1847-1851. 

Luther  G.  Hewins,  1852-1854. 

Sanford  S.  Horton,  1854. 

Gideon  B.  Spooner,  1855. 

Sanford  S.  Ilorton,  1856  to  June,  1862. 

Henry  T.  Leonard,  June,  1862,  to  July  18, 

1879.    Died  in  office. 
Daniel   B.   Leonard,   Oct.   15,  1879-1900. 
Assistant  clerk  from  IMay  8  to  Oct.  15,  1879. 
Newburyport,     .    Eleazer  Johnson,  1851-1870.    Died  in  office. 

The  twenty  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 
George  H.  Stevens,  1870-1900. 
Newton,     .       .    Julius  L.  Clarke,  1874,  1875.  Resigned. 
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Newton,  .    Edwin  O.  Childs,  1876-1883. 

Isaac  F.  Kingsbury,  1883-1900. 
North  Adams,     .    Charles  S.  Brooker,  1895-1900.     Tlie  three 

previous  years  as  town  clerk. 
NoKTHAAirTON,     .    Egbert  I.  Clapp,  1884-1900. 
PiTTSFiELD,  .       .    KeltonB.  Miller,  1891-1894.  Resigned. 
Edward  C.  Hill,  1894. 
Edward  Cain,  1895. 
Edward  C.  Hill,  1896,  1897. 
Joseph  Ward  Lewis,  1898-1900. 
QuiNCY,       .       .    Christopher  A.  Spear,  1889-1893. 

Harrison  H.  Keith,  1894-1897. 
Edgar  G.  Cleaves,  1898. 
James  F.  Harlow,  1899. 
Edgar  G.  Cleaves,  1900. 
Salem,        .       .    Joseph  Cloutraau,  1836-1862.    The  three  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 
Stephen  P.  Webb,  1863-1871 .  Resigned. 
Henry  M.  Meek,  1872-1895.    Declined  re- 
election. 
J.  Clifford  Entwisle,  1896-1900. 
SoMERViLLE,        .    Charlcs  E.  Gilman,   1872-1888.     Died  in 
office.    Town  clerk  from  incorporation  of 
the  town,  in  1842. 
George  I.  Vincent,  1888-1900. 
Springfield,       .    Joseph  Ingraham,  1852-1859.    The  ten  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 
Horace  C.  Lee,  1860,  1861. 
Samuel  B.  Spooner,  1862.  Resigned. 
Albert  T.  Folsom,  1862-1887.    Declined  re- 
election. 
Elijah  A.  Newell,  1888-1900. 
Taunton,    .       .    James  M.  Cushman,  1865-1885.    The  three 
previous  years  as  town  clerk. 
Edwin  A.  Tetlow,  1886-1900. 
Waltham,   .       .    Luman  N.  Hall,  1885-1900. 
WoBURN,     .       .    David  F.  Moreland,  1889-1892.  Resigned. 

The  previous  year  as  town  clerk. 
Edward  H.  Lounsbury,  1892,  1893. 
John  H.  Finn,  1894-1900. 
Worcester,        .    Charles  A.  Hamilton,  1848-1855.  Resigned. 

The  twelve  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 
Samuel  Smith,  1855-1876. 
Enoch  H.  Towne,  1877-1900. 
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Long  terms  in  the  towns  are  even  more  important  than 
in  the  cities,  where  the  places  of  deposit  for  the  records  are 
permanent,  and  do  not  change  from  place  to  place  according 
to  the  place  of  residence  or  business  of  the  clerks.  It  is  true 
that  most  of  the  towns  elect  their  clerks  for  many  years,  but 
in  many  of  these  there  is  an  annual  contest,  either  political, 
where  the  parties  are  about  evenl}^  balanced,  or  local,  where 
villages  are  rivals,  or  where  the  liquor  question  enters  in. 
There  are  towns  where  the  statement  is  undoubtedly  true, 
that,  to  require  strict  enforcement  of  laws  which  the  clerk  is 
under  penalty  for  not  enforcing,  but  which  his  predecessor 
did  not  enforce,  would  prevent  his  re-election. 

Aside  from  the  disadvantages  to  the  records  from  the  lack 
of  work  a  clerk  would  do  upon  them  in  indexing,  filing, 
and  arranging,  their  safety  is  endangered  by  the  failure  of 
the  selectmen  to  provide  such  secure  places  for  them  for  the 
short  term  of  one  year,  as  they  would  if  there  were  a  surety 
of  the  location  being  for  three  years  and  probably  longer. 

As  has  been  said  in  previous  reports,  the  argument  that  a 
poor  town  clerk  had  better  not  serve  but  one  year  has  three 
answers  :  that  a  fairly  good  man  is  better  in  his  second  and 
third  year  than  one  better  in  many  respects  in  his  first ;  and, 
if  a  wholly  unfit  man  can  be  elected  by  securing  votes  once, 
he  will  be  likely  to  be  able  to  do  it  again,  having  the  added 
advantage  of  possession,  and  the  handling  of  the  election 
machinery.  Moreover,  many  of  the  record  books  and  files 
of  papers  are  seldom  referred  to,  and  had  better  be  undis- 
turbed in  possession  of  the  poorest  clerk  for  three  years  than 
to  be  annually  carried  from  place  to  place,  with  the  wear 
and  tear  and  liability  of  loss. 

The  public  record  commissioner  of  Rhode  Island  has  ad- 
vocated longer  terms  for  the  recording  officers  in  that  State, 
and  the  new  commission  in  Connecticut  recommends  such 
action  to  the  Legislature. 

The  passage  of  the  following  bills  is  urged  :  — 

An  Act  fixing  the  Terms  of  Office  of  City  Clerks. 
Section  1.    In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  and  every 
third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected,  by  the  voters  iu  every 
city  required  to  elect  a  city  clerk  in  December,  a  city  clerk,  to 
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hold  his  office  for  three  years  from  the  beginning  of  the  next 
municipal  year. 

Section  2.  In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  two,  and  every 
third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected  or  appointed,  as  re- 
quired by  the  charters  of  their  respective  cities,  a  city  clerk,  to 
hold  his  office  for  three  years  from  the  day  of  his  election  or 
appointment. 

Section  3.  Every  such  clerk  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  elec- 
tion or  appointment  and  qualification  of  his  successor,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  due  process  of  law. 

Section  4.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  city 
clerk,  the  person  elected  or  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  shall  hold 
the  office  until  the  end  of  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  last 
holding  the  office. 

Section  5.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed. 

An  Act  fixing  the  Terms  of  Office  of  Town  Clerks. 

Section  1.  In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  two,  and  every 
third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected,  by  the  voters  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  each  town,  a  town  clerk,  to  hold  his  office  for 
three  years  from  the  day  of  his  election. 

Section  2.  Every  such  clerk  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  elec- 
tion or  appointment  and  qualification  of  his  successor,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  due  process  of  law. 

Section  3.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  town 
clerk,  the  person  elected  or  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  shall  hold 
the  office  until  the  end  of  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  last 
holding  the  office. 

Section  4.  So  much  of  chapter  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  of 
the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Cemetery  Inscriptions. 
In  the  last  report  attention  was  called  to  the  work  under- 
taken by  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society  of 
procuring  copies  of  inscriptions  in  all  the  f^raveyards  in  New 
England,  on  the  gravestones  of  persons  who  died  prior  to 
1842.  Volunteers  have  furnished  many  of  these,  but  the 
work  is  naturally  a  stupendous  one,  unless  there  are  many 
helping  hands.  The  value  of  these  inscriptions  in  supple- 
menting the  meagre  returns  of  deaths  in  the  town  records 
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will  be  appreciated  when  the  work  is  done  and  is  available, 
and  the  help  asked  by  the  society,  for  workers  and  for  con- 
tributions to  defray  the  expense  of  copying  the  copies  into 
permanent  form,  is  urged  in  the  interests  of  the  records. 

Fires. 

During  the  ten  years  ending  with  1899  seventeen  of  the 
towns  had  fires  where  buildings  containing  or  that  had  re- 
cently contained  public  records  were  burned.  During  the 
year  1900  there  have  been  seven  such  fires,  but  no  records 
have  been  destroyed.  In  February  a  large  fire  in  Enfield, 
which  did  not  reach  the  town  hall,  destroyed  the  building 
where  the  treasurer  kept  records  in  his  own  safe.  One  book 
was  damaged.  March  15  a  fire  in  Ilopkinton  destroyed  the 
wooden  town  hall  and  several  business  blocks.  The  con- 
tents of  the  vault  in  the  hall  were  uninjured.  A  safe  stand- 
ing near  the  outer  wall,  for  some  unexplainable  reason,  fell 
outside  the  foundation  instead  of  in  the  cellar,  and  the 
records  were  saved,  but  the  leather  bindings  were  melted 
and  some  papers  wet.  April  26  a  wooden  block  in  Grove- 
land  in  which  the  town  oflices  were  located  was  burned. 
No  records  were  destroyed,  but  some  in  certain  of  the  four 
safes  were  injured  in  their  bindings  and  slightly  wet.  The 
selectmen  showed  unusual  promptness  in  the  matter,  dried 
the  wet  volumes  and  papers,  purchased  a  new  safe,  and  had 
the  records  secure  in  an  engine  house  on  the  29th.  June 
had  more  fires  than  had  occurred  in  any  previous  twelve 
months.  June  4  the  wooden  town  hall  in  Foxborough  was 
totally  destroyed,  nothing  remaining  but  the  vault  and 
chimney.  The  vault  was  not  damaged,  but  its  contents, 
including  the  metal  fittings,  were  all  removed.  Here  the 
more  important  records  were  immediately  put  into  a  private 
vault,  the  others  being  removed  to  temporary  quarters. 
June  11  the  town  hall  and  a  church  in  Middlefield  were 
totally  destroyed.  The  leather  bindings  of  the  records  in 
the  safe  were  all  more  or  less  injured,  but  many  papers  and 
unimportant  records  which  were  not  in  a  safe  were  removed. 
Part  of  the  records  were  not  in  the  hall.  June  13  the  brick 
town  hall  in  Warren  was  badly  burned  in  parts  of  the  in- 
terior, including  the  oflices  of  the  clerk  and  selectmen.  All 
•  the  books  of  record  and  the  important  papers  were  in  an  old 
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vault  and  were  uninjured.  A  new  vault  about  to  be  put  in  use 
contained  a  few  papers,  which  were  smoked.  November  28 
the  wooden  block  in  Wilbraham  containing  the  town  office  was 
wholly  destroyed  by  fire.  A  small  old  safe  filled  with  the 
least  important  records  and  papers  was  dragged  out  of  the 
building,  but  a  large  newer  safe  was  destroyed,  the  records 
escaping  with  the  usual  damage  to  those  bound  in  leather. 

In  all  of  these  places  more  or  less  important  papers,  and 
in  .some  of  them  the  records,  would  have  been  destroyed  if 
the  buildings  had  burned  a  few  years  ago. 

State  Standard  Ink. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1899,  notice  was  sent  to  all 
offices  where  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  is  required, 
that  this  office  was  prepared  to  furnish  the  new  ink  at  the 
contract  prices  stated  in  a  circular.  As  some  of  the  record- 
ing officers  are  still  using  the  former  standard  ink,  it  is  not 
possible  to  tell  whether  all  are  complying  with  the  law,  but 
the  orders  received  show  that  it  is  very  generally  in  use. 

As  frequent  inquiry  is  made,  not  only  from  within  the 
State,  but  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  as  to  the 
method  adopted  for  establishing  the  standard  and  procuring 
the  ink,  it  seems  well  to  give  some  space  to  the  subject. 

Upon  the  death  of  Prof.  George  F.  H.  Markoe,  one  of 
the  chemists  who  made  the  first  examination  of  inks  for  this 
office  in  1890,  and  who  afterward  prepared  the  formula  for 
the  first  standard  ink.  Dr.  Bennett  F.  Davenport,  a  chemist 
of  acknowledged  reputation  and  an  expert  on  inks,  was  en- 
gaged by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
supervise  the  matter.  Upon  its  transference  to  this  office 
Dr.  Davenport  was  asked  to  furnish  a  formula  for  the  new 
ink,  and  the  following  was  prepared  and  specifications  for 
its  manufacture  distributed.  The  contract  was  awarded  to 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  their  samples  being  the  best  and 
their  price  also  the  lowest. 

Specifications  for  a  Standard  Record  Ink,  to  be  furnished  mider 
Chapter  354  of  the  Acts  of  1899. 
It  must  be  a  gallo-tanuate  of  iron  ink,   not  inferior  in  any 
essential  quality  to  one  properly  prepared  after  the  following 
formula,  in  which  all  the  ingredients  arc  of  the  quality  prescribed 
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by  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  and  the  per  cent,  of  true 
acid  present  in  the  sample  of  tannic  acid  used  has  been  deter- 
mined by  the  Loewenthal  and  Schroeder  method. 

Take  of  pure,  dry  Tannic  Acid,  23.4  parts  by  weight, 
of  ciystal  Gallic  Acid,  7.7  parts, 
of  Ferrous  Sulphate,  30.0  parts, 
of  Gum  Arabic,  10.0  parts, 
of  diluted  lIjTlrochloric  Acid,  25.0  parts, 
of  Carbolic  Acid,  1.0  })art. 

of  Water,  sufficient  to  make  up  tlie  mixture  at  the  tem- 
perature of  60"  F.  to  the  volume  of  1,000  parts  by 
weight  of  water. 

Inks  submitted  will  be  subjected  to  the  following  tests,  as  com- 
pared with  the  standard  ink  described  above  :  — 

1.  A  fluid  ounce  allowed  to  stand  at  rest  in  a  white  glass  vessel, 
freely  exposed  in  diffused  daylight  for  two  weeks  to  the  light  and 
air,  at  a  temperature  of  50°  to  60°  F.,  protected  against  the  en- 
trance of  dust,  must  remain  as  free  from  deposit  upon  the  surface 
of  the  ink  or  on  the  bottom  or  sides  of  the  vessel. 

2.  It  must  contain  no  less  iron,  aud  must  have  a  specific  gravity 
of  1,035  to  1,040  at  60°  F. 

3.  It  must  develop  its  color  as  quickly. 

4.  After  a  week's  exposure  to  diffused  daylight  the  color  must 
be  as  intense  a  black  when  used  upon  the  standard  record  paper, 
and  it  must  equally  resist  changes  from  exposure  to  light,  air, 
water,  or  alcohol. 

5.  It  must  be  as  fluid,  flow  as  well,  strike  no  more  through  the 
paper,  nor  remain  more  sticky  immediately  after  drying. 

The  ink  must  be  securely  packed  for  shipment,  in  quart,  pint, 
and  half -pint  bottles,  of  a  pattern  to  be  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Records,  the  bids  to  give  price  of  quarts,  pints, 
and  half-pints  per  dozen  bottles,  delivered  at  any  designated  places 
in  Boston. 

With  each  bid  there  must  be  submitted  in  a  plain  flint-glass 
packing  bottle,  without  name  or  mark  to  designate  the  name  of  the 
manufacturer,  one  quart  of  the  ink  intended  to  be  furnished,  said 
bottle  to  be  enclosed  in  a  wrapper  marked  "  Sample  of  standard 
ink  submitted  by  

The  right  is  reserved  to  reject  any  bid. 

Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 
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Samples  of  the  ink,  taken  at  random,  are  submitted  for 
examination,  and  have  been  found  to  keep  up  to  the  stand- 
ard. 

A  few  complaints  are  still  made  of  the  ink,  although 
many  of  the  recording  officers  express  themselves  as  much 
pleased  with  it.  It  seems  almost  impossible  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  those  who  are  expected  to  use  it  that  it  is 
made  for  special  use  upon  records,  and  not  for  general  pur- 
poses, where  the  thin  fluids  woukl  suffice,  but  which  will 
fade,  —  many  of  them  in  a  few  months,  if  exposed  to  the 
light. 

Requests  have  been  received  for  an  ink  that  will  copy 
from  persons  claiming  that  this  will  not.  This,  like  any  ink 
containing  sufficient  body  for  permanency,  will  make  one 
copy  when  freshly  used,  but  it  should  not  copy  after  it  is 
thoroughly  dried,  as  the  presence  of  enough  gum  to  make  it 
a  copying  ink  must  cause  it  to  ofl'set  upon  opposite  pages. 
Most  of  the  complaints  are  that  the  ink  thickens  in  the  ink- 
stands or  on  the  pens,  which  is  the  best  evidence  that  it 
contains  enough  body  to  be  permanent.  The  remedy  for 
this  trouble,  as  has  been  stated  over  and  over  again,  is  to 
pour  the  ink  in  small  quantities  sufficient  for  present  use, 
and  to  wipe  the  pen  after  using.  (That  this  has  to  be  told 
and  written  to  the  recording  officers  is  one  of  many  evi- 
dences of  how  little  annual  reports  are  heeded  by  those  who 
should  give  them  attention.)  One  simple  device,  of  stick- 
ing the  pen  into  a  potato  after  using,  instead  of  its  being 
thrown  carelessly  aside  un wiped,  could  be  used  to  good 
advantage  in  the  selectmen's  and  assessors'  offices,  from 
whence  come  the  chief  complaints  of  thickening  on  the  pen. 

As  the  permanency  of  the  records,  and  not  the  individual 
preferences  for  thin  fluids,  is  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  law, 
these  objections  should  not  weigh  heavily. 

Attention  was  called  by  a  city  clerk  to  what  was  feared  to 
be  a  tendency  of  the  ink  to  perforate  paper  and  to  eat  into 
a  piece  of  cotton  cloth  which  had  been  used  as  a  pen  wiper. 
The  ink  from  the  particular  bottle  was  carefully  examined, 
for  the  purpose  of  detecting  any  injurious  ingredient,  as 
sulphuric  acid,  which  will  injure  paper,  is  often  substituted 
for  hydrochloric;   but  nothing  injurious  existed,  and  the 
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conclusion  was  that  the  extreme  blackness  of  the  ink  as  it 
oxidized  showed  through  the  paper,  which  was  especially 
thin.  In  the  case  of  the  cloth,  a  similar  case  having  been 
reported  concerning  the  previous  ink,  it  was  found  that 
some  chemical  in  the  cloth,  probably  used  in  bleaching,  was 
responsible  for  the  trouble. 

For  the  benefit  of  any  desiring  to  pursue  the  chemical 
study  of  the  inks,  especially  persons  who  are  considering 
the  adoption  of  a  standard  in  other  States,  it  may  be  stated 
that  a  publication  entitled  *'Die  Eisengallustinten,"  by  Osw. 
Schluttig  and  Dr.  G.  S.  Neumann,  published  in  Dresden  in 
1890,  gives  the  method  followed  for  the  examination  to  de- 
termine whether  the  ink  conformed  to  the  requirements  of 
the  specifications,  and  the  formula  of  the  specifications  will 
also  be  there  found. 

Attention  is  called  to  an  apparent  variation  between  the 
formula  of  Schluttig  and  Neumann  and  that  in  the  specifica- 
tions, the  former  containing  the  item  *'2.5g  H.Cl.,"  while 
the  specification  calls  for  diluted  hydrochloric  acid,  25.0 
parts,"  an  apparent  difference  between  2.5  and  25.  There 
is,  however,  no  difierence,  the  former  being  the  proportion 
of  true  acid  and  the  latter  an  equivalent  amount  of  the 
diluted  solution  prescribed  in  the  United  States  Pharmaco- 
poeia, under  the  title  **  Diluted  Acid." 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  specifications  do  not  require 
that  the  ink  be  compounded  out  of  the  particular  ingredients 
mentioned  in  the  formula,  but  only  that  it  shall  be  a  gallo- 
tannate  of  iron  (commonly  called  nut-gall  and  iron)  ink, 
not  inferior  in  any  essential  quality  to  one  prepared  with  the 
particular  ingredients  mentioned  in  the  formula.  The  quali- 
ties deemed  especially  essential  are  mentioned  under  the 
tests  to  which  it  is  to  be  subjected  in  comparison  with  the 
standard  ink  sample. 

Whether  such  a  formula  has  been  exactly  adhered  to 
would  be  very  difficult  to  determine,  but  whether  the  ink 
supplied  is  equal  to  the  standard  can  always  be  determined. 

It  has  been  currently  reported  that  the  German  as  well  as 
the  English  government  had  established  a  standard  ink. 
Hon.  Frank  11.  Mason,  our  Consul-General  at  Berlin,  has 
kindly  made  inquiry  into  the  matter  at  the  request  of  the 
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commissioner,  and  has  ascertained  that  this  is  not  correct, 
the  report  probably  originating  from  the  fact  that  some  years 
ago  a  standard  ink  was  proposed  and  the  project  discussed, 
but  no  action  was  taken. 

Kecord  Paper. 

No  attention  appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  matter  of 
paper  for  the  public  records  until  1815,  and  then  the  town 
records  were  probably  not  considered,  although  many  had 
been  written,  especially  during  the  Revolution,  upon  any 
paper  procurable.  Valuation  lists  are  extant  written  uj^on 
wall  paper.  In  some  of  the  towns  the  records  show  pay- 
ments of  trifling  sums  paid  to  citizens  for  small  quantities 
of  paper  for  records,  and  of  contributions  of  paper.  Pages 
were  sometimes  made  of  pieces  sewed  together. 

June  10,  1815,  the  following  order  was  passed  in  the 
Senate:  Ordered  that  Mess.  Quinc}^  and  Sullivan  with 
such  &  be  a  Com.  to  consider  the  expediency  of  prescribing 
by  law  the  quality  of  the  paper  of  public  record  books,  and 
the  better  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  paper  by  inspecting,  to 
consider  if  any  and  what  stamp  or  mark  the  manufacturers 
of  writing  papers  shall  be  required  to  affix  thereon,  indicative 
of  the  material  of  which  the  same  is  made."  In  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  order  implied  by  with  such 
Messrs.  Perley  of  Ilallowell,  White  of  Watertown,  and 
Burghardt  of  liichmond  were  joined  to  the  committee.  On 
the  14th  an  order  was  passed  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  make  inquiry  and  ascertain  the  quality 
of  paper  used  as  record  books  in  the  offices  of  public 
record,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  expediency  of  some 
provision  by  law  regulating  the  quality  of  the  paper  on 
which  matters  of  public  record  shall  hereafter  be  entered." 

Jan.  12,  1816,  the  following  report  of  the  Secretary  was 
laid  before  the  Senate  :  — 

Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts, 
Secretary's  Department,  Jany.  12,  1816. 

To  the  Hon.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  — 

In  coinpliance  with  an  order  of  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  fourteenth  of  June  last,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed,  the  undersigned  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  in- 
stituted an  inquiry  to  ascertain  tiie  quality  of  paper  employed  for 
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books,  commonly  used  as  Record  Books  in  the  offices  of  Public 
Records  within  this  Commonwealth,"  by  writing  to  the  Clerks  of 
the  Judicial  Courts,  Registers  of  Deeds,  and  Registers  of  Probate, 
in  the  several  Counties,  requiring  them  to  give  information  as  to 
the  materials  of  which  the  paper,  composing  their  respective  Rec- 
ord Books,  were  made,  whether  of  cotton^  cotton  and  linen^  or  linen 
rags;  and  desiring  their  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  strength  & 
duration  of  the  paper  manufactured  of  those  different  materials,  & 
its  capacity  to  retain  the  writing  in  a  legible  manner.  A  copy  of 
the  letter  addressed  to  those  who  keep  the  public  records  is  also 
annexed. 

From  many  of  those  persons  who  keep  the  Public  Records  in 
the  several  counties  in  the  Commonwealth  answers  have  been 
received,  and  are  herewith  transmitted  to  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Legislature.  And  from  these  statements  the  Legislature  will  prob- 
ably obtain  sufficient  knowledge  of  facts  relating  to  the  subject 
submitted  to  the  undersigned' to  enable  them  to  ''make  provision 
by  law  to  regulate  the  quality  of  paper,  on  which  matters  of  Public 
Record  shall  hereafter  be  entered,"  without  any  additional  remarks 
by  the  Secretary.  But  it  being  supposed  by  some  expressions  in 
the  order  of  the  Legislature,  that  he  was  not  expected  merely  to 
make  '  enquiry '  of  those  who  keep  Public  Records,  the  Secretary 
has  personally  examined  a  number  of  Record  Volumes  in  public 
offices  in  the  State,  and  the  result  of  the  '  enquiry  '  and  inspection 
is  a  thorough  conviction  that  paper  made  of  linen  rags  is  more  firm 
and  durable,  and  will  retain  the  writing  more  plainly  and  legibly, 
than  paper  made  wholly  of  cotton,  or  that  composed  of  cotton  & 
linen  rags. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  however,  that  paper,  manufactured  of 
linen  rags,  should  be  faithfully  made  and  finished  in  a  workman- 
like manner,  in  order  to  its  being  well  fitted  for  Public  Records  — 
Paper  composed  or  chiefly  of  cotton  rags,  even  if  well  finished,  will 
not,  it  is  believed,  be  so  strong  and  durable,  nor  so  capable  of 
preserving  the  writing  a  long  period  of  time,  though  it  could  be 
written  on  with  equal  facility,  and  would  at  first  receive  a  fair 
impression. 

On  examining  record  volumes,  which  were  written  many  years 
ago,  those  composed  of  paper  made  from  linen  rags  present  the 
fairest  appearance,  &  are  most  legible,  and  in  hastily  turning  over 
old  or  neio  books,  the  paper  of  which  was  manufactured  from 
cotton  or  chiefly  cotton  rags,  (which  there  is  often  a  necessity 
of  doing  to  oblige  applicants)  the  leaves  are  liable  to  be  torn  : 
and  this  occasions  a  great  mutilation  of  the  Records  :  and  is  an 
evil  which  it  is  important  to  prevent. 

Alden  Bradford. 
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Feb.  9,  1816,  the  following  act  was  passed  :  — 

From  and  after  the  first  of  May  next  all  matters  which  are  to  be 
entered  of  record  in  any  office  of  Public  Record  witliin  the  Com- 
monwealth, shall  be  entered  or  recorded  on  paper  made  wholly  of 
linen,  of  a  firm  texture,  well  glazed  &  well  finished. 

It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  clerks  or  registers  respec- 
tively to  give  a  preference  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  to  linen 
paper  of  American  or  domestic  manufacture,  provided  that 
such  paper  be  marked  in  water  line  with  the  word  linen  and 
also  the  name  of  the  manufacturer." 

This  was  re-enacted  in  the  Revised  Statutes  in  1836,  the 
word  glazed"  being  changed  to  sized,"  and  continued  as 
the  law  until  1891.  In  the  report  of  the  commissioner  for 
that  year  attention  was  called  to  the  absurdity  of  the  law  in 
the  following  words  :  The  law  has  practically  been  a  dead 
letter  for  the  following  reasons,  and  it  is  surprising  that  it 
has  remained  so  long  unrepealed  :  no  paper  is  made  wholly 
of  linen  except  for  bonds  or  other  special  uses  other  than  for 
records,  and  it  would  be  unfit  for  records  if  it  were ;  paper 
is  marked  *  linen  '  which  is  not  linen,  and  is  not  bought  for 
linen,  the  term  being  accepted  in  the  paper  trade  as  applying 
to  the  best  papers,  which  are  about  one-half  linen  ;  none  but 
experts  could  know  whether  paper  was  all  linen,  if  it  were 
desirable  to  purchase  it." 

By  chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1891,  paper  made  of  linen 
rags  and  new  cotton  clippings,  well  sized  with  animal  siz- 
ing," was  made  the  standard,  preference  still  to  be  given  to 
American  paper  if  water-marked  with  the  maker's  name. 
Linen  i-ags  were  required,  the  previous  wear  upon  the  linen 
having  been  found  advantageous  ;  new  cotton  was  required, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  excessive  use  of  chemicals  in  cleaning 
old ;  and  animal  sizing  was  required,  to  prevent  chemical 
treatment  of  the  surface. 

Stamping-pads. 
In  the  last  report  attention  was  called  to  the  fugitivcness 
of  the  ink  used  in  stamping-pads,  and  their  use  upon  records 
was  condemned.    It  was  stated  upon  the  authority  of  manu- 
facturers of  these  pads,  that  no  permanent  ink  for  them  had 
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yet  been  made.  That  this  statement  has  not  been  contra- 
dicted is  evidence  of  its  correctness.  Daring  the  year,  how- 
ever, a  new  pad  has  been  oftered  for  testing,  with  the  claim 
that  the  ink  is  permanent ;  and  a  constant  exposure  to  the 
light  for  five  months  tends  to  the  conclusion  that  the  claim  is 
correct,  but  it  is  too  soon  to  accept  it  with  safety. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Under  the  authority  given  recording  officers  by  section  4 
of  chapter  354  of  the  Acts  of  1899,  typewriters  have  been 
used  upon  the  records  in  several  places,  the  difterent  offi- 
cers choosing  such  ribbons  as  they  preferred  from  the  nine 
approved.  Samples  of  printing  were  obtained  from  all  re- 
cording officers  known  to  the  commissioner  to  be  using  type- 
writers, and  have  been  exposed  to  direct  sunlight  for  six 
months.  There  has  been  no  perceptible  fading  of  any  of 
them,  some,  from  the  larger  size  of  the  type  or  harder  im- 
pact with  the  paper,  being  originally  and  now  a  little  darker 
than  others. 

Safes  and  Vaults. 
As  soon  as  possible  after  a  fire  in  any  of  the  buildings 
where  public  records  were  kept  the  commissioner  has  made 
an  examination  of  the  records  and  the  safes  or  vaults  in 
which  they  were  kept,  and  the  result  of  the  examination 
has  shown  that  in  almost  every  instance  where  a  safe  is  sub- 
jected to  intense  heat  the  leather  bindings  are  melted,  while 
the  canvas  bindings  and  the  paper  is  uninjured.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  vaults  have  protected  all  the  records.  This 
shows  the  superiority  of  vaults  for  safety  from  fire,'  and 
they  can,  moreover,  be  built  for  a  much  smaller  sum  than 
must  be  eventually  expended  for  safes  as  the  records  ac- 
cumulate. 

But  there  seems  to  be  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  select- 
men of  the  towns  that,  a  vault  having  been  built  and  the 
records  placed  in  it,  responsibility  ceases.  The  consequence 
is  that  many  of  the  vaults  are  built  without  any,  or  with  in- 
sufficient, means  of  ventilation,  and  are  left  to  accumulate 
moisture  to  an  extent  which  is  ruining  the  contents.  Much 
of  this  can  be  remedied  by  frequent  airing  of  the  vault,  which 
could  be  arranged  for  at  trifiing  expense,  and,  since  the  law 
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requires  suitable"  vaults,  the  commissioner  proposes  here- 
after to  insist  that  they  shall  conform  to  the  requirement. 
The  records  may  as  well  be  burned  as  be  allowed  to  decay. 

Binding. 

During  the  year  the  binding  of  records  in  mutilated  con- 
dition has  been  done  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Com- 
pany, for  the  following  places:  Norfolk  County  registry  of 
deeds,  the  cities  of  Fall  River,  Medford,  Northampton,  and 
Pittsfield,  and  the  towns  of  Andover,  Brookfield,  Dunstable, 
Gardner,  Hopkinton,  New  Marlborough,  Rochester,  Salis- 
bury, Sherborn,  Stoneham,  Templeton,  Wareham,  Wilbra- 
bam,  Wilmington,  and  Yarmouth. 

The  city  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  has  had  bound  by  this  process 
records  also  of  Dunstable,  which  were  left  on  that  side  of  the 
line  when  Nashua  was  set  ofl".  As  these  volumes  were  con- 
tinued under  the  title  '*  Province  of  New  Hampshire,"  and 
their  return  to  Dunstable  is  not  probable,  the  Commonwealth 
is  interested  to  know  that  they  have  been  put  into  condition 
for  permanent  preservation. 

In  every  case  of  exposure  of  records  to  heat  in  safes  dur- 
ing the  year  canvas  bindings  have  again  shown  their  superi- 
ority to  leather^  having  come  out  uninjured,  while  the  leather 
were  melted. 

Putting  upon  a  poor  town,  from  whose  original  territory 
there  have  been  set  off  parts  now  comprising  prosperous  cities 
and  towns,  the  whole  expense  of  binding  and  copying  the 
ancient  records  of  the  original  town,  is  an  injustice  to  which 
attention  has  before  been  called.  It  would  hardly  seem  neces- 
sary for  legislation  to  authorize  the  expenditure  by  a  city  or 
town  of  money  to  assist  the  parent  town,  but,  if  such  legis- 
lation is  necessary,  it  should  be  enacted. 

Printing. 

The  following  volumes  of  town  records  have  been  pub- 
lished during  the  year  :  — 

Boston.  Twenty-ninth  Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners, 
containing  the  Records  relating  to  the  early  History  of  Boston. 
Miscellaneous  Papers.    Boston,  1900. 
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Dedham.  The  Early  Records  of  the  Town  of  Dedham,  Mass., 
1672-1706.  A  complete  transcript  of  the  town  meeting  and  select- 
men's records  contained  in  book  five  of  the  general  records  of 
the  town,  being  Volume  Five  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town. 
Edited  by  the  town  clerk,  Don  Gleason  Hill,  Dedham,  Mass., 
1899. 

FiTcnBURG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg,  Mas- 
sachusetts. A  copy  of  the  vital  statistics  and  miscellaneous  rec- 
ords, conlprising  volume  II.,  pages  304  to  509  inclusive,  volume 
IV.,  pages  160  to  369  inclusive,  and  volume  V.,  pages  5  to  393 
inclusive,  being  all  the  records  contained  in  the  latter  volume. 
Volume  III.  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town.  Compiled  by 
Walter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk,  Fitchburg,  1900. 

Lee.  The  Records  of  the  Town  of  Lee,  from  its  Incorporation 
to  A.D.  1801.  All  the  extant  records  of  the  Town  Clerks,  Town 
Treasurers,  Hopland  School  District,  and  Congregational  Church 
for  that  period.  Also  Inscriptions  from  Cemeteries.  With  an  ap- 
pendix containing  a  brief  account  of  the  town's  incorporation, 
State  and  County  taxes,  and  other  matter  relating  to  the  early 
history  of  the  town  of  Lee.    Lee,  1900. 

Mendon.  The  Proprietors  Records  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
Massachusetts.    Incorporated,  May  15,  1667.    Boston,  1899. 

Milton.  Milton  Records.  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 
1662-1843.  Alphabetically  and  chronologically  arranged.  Bos- 
ton, 1900. 

Brookline  has  adopted  a  plan  which  is  commended,  at 
least  for  inspection,  to  the  city  clerks  and  clerks  of  the 
larger  towns.  The  current  records  are  to  be  printed  on  record 
paper  and  attested  by  the  clerk,  then  the  pages  will  be  un- 
leaded and  the  record  printed  in  the  same  form  in  the  annual 
report. 

The  thirtieth  report  of  the  series  of  the  Boston  Record 
Commissioners,  containing  marriages  from  1752  to  1809  in- 
clusive, is  nearly  ready  for  publication. 

Ancient  Dating. 
The  following  self-explanatory  circular,  relating  to  ancient 
dating,  was  sent  to  all  the  recording  officers  in  the  State. 
It  has  been  commended  as  a  clearer  statement  of  a  very 
confusing  matter  than  many  which  have  been  presented,  and 
reniests  have  been  made  that  it  bo  included  in  this  report. 
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To  whom  it  may  concern. 

It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  much  ignorance  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  dates  among  persons  having  the  custody  of  ancient  records, 
and  of  others  who  have  copied,  bound,  or  consulted  them.  Many 
serious  errors  have  resulted,  especially  where  copyists  have  under- 
taken to  correct  what  they  thought  to  be  errors,  or  to  solve  doubts. 
Many  town  histories  contain  wrong  dates,  especially  concerning 
legislation. 

To  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  further  errors,  it  has  seemed 
well  to  place  the  following  statement  before  the  recording  olFicers, 
although  it  will  reach  many  familiar  with  the  subject :  — 

Until  1752,  when  Parliament  fixed  January  1  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  legal  year,  it  commenced  with  March  25  (the  Feast  of 
the  Annunciation),  and  the  custom  was  quite  general  of  calling  a 
month  by  its  number  rather  than  its  name.  The  months  were 
numbered  as  follows  :  — 


March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 


September, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 
January,  . 
February, 


7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 


Under  this  plan  the  following  forms  of  entry  were  common : 
10,  7th  mo.  1641  ;  10 ;  7  :  1641  ;  10,  7ber,  1641  —  meaning  Sept. 
10,  1641. 

The  legal  year,  until  and  including  1751,  commenced  with 
March  25  ;  the  year  1752  with  January  1.  Prior  to  1752,  as  the 
legal  year  did  not  terminate  until  March  24,  it  was  often  the  cus- 
tom to  continue  the  figures  belonging  to  the  months  of  the  chrono- 
logical year  from  March  25  to  December  31  inclusive,  through 
January,  February,  and  March,  to  the  25th,  of  the  next  legal 
year.  To  illustrate:  following  the  date  Dec.  31,  1641,  will  be 
found  entries  in  regular  succession  dated  January,  1641,  February, 
1641,  and  March,  to  the  25th,  1641.  Consequently,  to  determine 
the  correct  historical  or  chronological  date  in  January,  February, 
or  March,  prior  to  1752,  it  is  necessary  to  look  back  to  the  pre- 
ceding December  or  forward  to  the  following  April.  (Tlie  mar- 
riage of  parents  has  been  recorded  in  April  of  a  certain  year,  and 
the  birth  of  a  child  in  March  of  the  same  legal  year,  which  really 
occurred  in  March  of  the  next  chronological  year.  In  the  original 
record  the  chronological  arrangement  discloses  the  true  dates, 
whereas,  if  the  dates  are  copied  without  reference  to  arrangement  or 
without  knowledge  of  method  of  dating,  it  makes  a  serior^^error.) 
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A  more  general  custom,  however,  was  to  double-date  in 
January,  February,  and  March,  to  the  25th,  and  the  following 

forms  of  dating  will  be  found:    1041-1642;  ~~ ;  1641-42; 

1642 

leil;  16^^/42;  1641-2;  ~— ;  164^;  164^/2. 

42  2  2 

In  these  cases  the  last  date  is  the  correct  historical  one. 

There  should  properly  be  no  double  dates  after  Jan.  1,  1752, 
though  some  recording  officers  ignorantly  continued  them. 

Location  of  Towns  in  Counties. 
The  requests  for  the  eleventh  report,  now  out  of  print, 
by  persons  wishing  to  have  at  hand  the  appendix  contain- 
ing the  location  of  towns  in  counties,  has  made  it  seem 
advisable  to  print  the  appendix  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commi$sio7ier. 


LOCATION  OE  TOWNS  IN  COUNTIES. 


In  the  first  presentation  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  each 
county  is  first  given,  with  the  names  of  the  places  (variously  called 
towns  or  plantations,  or  with  simply  a  name  implying  a  settle- 
ment) which  were  first  included  in  the  county.  The  places  after- 
ward formed  are  then  given.  The  dates  immediately  following 
the  names  are  the  dates  of  establishment  or  incorporation,  or  first 
mention  in  the  records  of  the  State.  Where  the  date  is  omitted 
it  will  be  found  against  the  name  in  the  original  county ;  as,  for 
instance,  Sheffield  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  was  originally  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  therefore  appears  there  with  its  date. 
Where  a  town  name  has  been  changed,  the  original  and  later 
names  are  braced. 

The  towns  that  have  been  taken  out  of  a  county,  either  to  be 
included  in  another  or  to  become  part  of  an  adjoining  State,  have 
the  information  concerning  them  presented  in  such  a  manner  that 
no  explanation  seems  necessary. 

A  second  presentation,  made  in  tabular  form,  gives  the  names 
of  all  the  towns  that  have  been  in  more  than  one  county.  The 
name  of  the  town  is  followed  by  the  date  when  it  was  included 
in  the  original  county,  and  this  is  followed  by  the  name  of  the 
county  in  which  it  was  later  included,  with  the  date  of  the  change. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  follow  legislation  conceriiing  town 
boundary  lines,  by  which  small  portions  of  a  toivn  might  have  been 
transferred  to  an  adjoining  county.  It  is  doubtful  if  in  the  absence 
of  plans  and  surveys,  such  changes  could  be  noted  with  accuracy. 

County  of  Barnstable. 
The  county  of  Barnstable  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2, 1685  (Ply.  Col.  Laws, 
edit.  1836,  p.  295).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  :  — 

Barnstable,  March  5,  1638. 
Sandwich,  March  6,  1638. 
Yarmouth,  Jan.  7,  1639. 
Eastham,  June  7,  1651. 
Sippican  (afterward  Kochcstcr). 
Suckonesset  (afterward  Falmouth) 
Monamoy  (afterward  Chatham). 
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Barnstable  was  made  the  county  town.  The  places  afterward  formed 
were :  — 

Rochester  (formerly  Sippican),  June  4,  1686;  annexed  to  Plym- 
outh County  Nov.  19,  1707. 
Falmouth  (formerly  Suckonesset),  Sept.  14, 1694. 
Harwich,  Sept.  14,  1694. 
Truro,  July  16,  1709. 

Chatham  (formerly  Monamoy),  June  11,  1712. 

Provincetown,  June  14,  1727. 

Wellfleet,  June  16,  1763. 

Dennis,  June  19,  1793. 

Orleans,  March  3,  1797. 

Brewster,  Feb.  19,  1803. 

Mashpee,May  28, 1870  (formerly  districts  of  Mashpee  and  Marsh- 
pee). 

Bourne,  April  2,  1884. 

County  of  Berkshire. 
The  county  of  Berkshire  was  established  by  an  act  passed  April  21, 
1761,  which  took  effect  June  30,  1761  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  432). 
As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Sheffield. 

Stockbridge. 

Egremont. 

New  Marlborough. 

And  ttie  plantations  of :  — 
J  Poontoosuck. 

}  Pittsfield '  after  April  21,  1761. 
New  Framingham  (afterward  Lanesborough). 
West  Iloosuck  (afterward  Williamsto\7n). 
Number  One  (afterward  Tyringhara). 
Number  Three  (afterward  Sandisfield). 
Number  Four  (afterward  Becket). 

"  And  all  other  lands  included  in  the  following  limits." 

These  limits  included  the  territory  which,  with  the  above-named 
places,  constitute  the  present  county  of  Berkshire,  and  probably  parts  of 
the  towns  of  Middlelield,  Rowe,  and  Monroe,  not  now  in  the  county, 
as  the  description  of  the  easterly  line  of  the  county  makes  it  probable 
that  the  line  was  generally  straight  from  tlie  north-east  corner  of  Becket 
to  the  New  Hampshire  line.  Witliin  these  limits  the  following  places 
have  been  formed  :  — 

Great  Barrington,  June  30,  1761. 

Sandisfield  (formerly  Number  Three),  March  6,  1762. 


1  Pittsfield  received  its  name  on  the  day  the  count)'  was  estaf)hshed,  and,  as  Poon- 
toosuck is  named  in  the  establishing  act,  it  is  necessary  to  include  both  names. 
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Tyringham  (formerly  Number  One),  March  6,  1762. 

Becket  (formerly  Number  Four),  June  21,  1765. 

Lanesborough  (formerly  New  Framingham),  June  21,  1765. 

Williamstown  (formerly  West  Iloosuck),  June  21,  1765. 

Lenox,  Feb.  26,  1767. 

Alford,  Feb.  16,  1773. 

West  Stockbridge,  Marcli  9,  1774. 

Hancock,  July  2,  1776. 

Washington,  April  12,  1777. 

Lee,  Oct.  21, 1777. 

Adams,  Oct.  15, 1778. 
<  Gageborough  (July  4,  1771). 
(  Windsor  after  Oct.  16,  1778. 

Mount  AVashington,  June  21,  1779. 

New  Ashford,  Feb.  26,  1781. 

Dalton,  l\Iarch  20,  1784. 
J  Richmont  (June  21,  1765). 
)  Richmond  after  March  3,  1785. 

Cheshire,  March  14,  1793. 

Savoy,  Feb.  20.  1797. 

Southfield  (district  of),  June  19,  1797  ;  annexed  to  Sandisfield. 

Clarksburg,  March  2,  1798. 

Hinsdale,  June  21,  1804. 

Florida,  June  15,  1805. 
J  Partridgefield  (July  4,  1771). 
)  Peru  after  June  19, 1806. 
/-Loudon  (Feb.  27,  1773). 

}  Bethlehem  (June  24,  1789)  ;  united  with  Loudon, 
(otis  after  June  13,  1810. 

Boston  Corner  (district  of),  April  14, 1838 ;  ceded  to  New  York. 

Monterey,  April  12, 1847. 

North  Adams,  April  16, 1878. 

County  of  Bristol. 

The  county  of  Bristol  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2,  1685  (Ply.  Col. 
Laws,  edit.  1836,  p.  295).  Bristol  was  the  county  town,  and  so  con- 
tinued until  Nov.  13,  1746,  when  Taunton  was  made  the  shire  town.  As 
originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Bristol,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May  28,  1746. 
Taunton,  March  3,  1639. 
Rehoboth,  June  4,  1645. 
Dartmouth,  Oct.  5,  1652. 
Swansea,  March  5,  1668. 

Little  Compton,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May 

28,  1746. 
Freetown,  July-,  1683. 
Sowammit  (afterward  Somerset). 
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Pocasset,  and 
Punkatest. 

Tiverton  after  June  14,  1694,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal 
decree  May  28,  1746. 

"  And  all  such  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  as  are  or  may  be  settled 
on  such  lands." 

Within  the  limits  of  these  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  the  following 
towns  have  been  formed :  — 

Attleborough,  Oct.  19,  1694. 
Norton,  March  17,  1710. 
Dighton,  May  30,  1712. 
Easton,  Dec.  21,  1725. 
Raynham,  April  2,  1731. 
Berkley,  April  18,  1735. 
Mansfield,  April  26,  1770. 

Mew  Bedford,  Feb.  23,  1787.  • 
Westport,  July  2,  1787. 

Somerset  (formerly  Sowammit),  Feb.  20,  1790. 
Fairhaven,  Feb.  22,  1812. 
Seekonk,  Feb.  26,  1812. 

Wellington,  June  9,  1814,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22,  1826. 
/-Fall  River  (Feb.  26,  1803). 
)Troy  (June  18,  1804). 
(PallRiver,  Feb.  12,  1834. 

Acushnet,  Feb.  13,  1860. 

North  Attleborough,  June  14,  1887. 

County  of  Dukes  County. 
The  county  of  Dukes  County  is  peculiar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  only  county  in  which  the  word  county  twice  appears.  It  was  first 
established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1683, 
in  these  words :  "  Dukes  County  so  contayns  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
Martin's  Vineyard,  Elizabeth  Island  and  noraans  land."  By  the  Prov- 
ince Charter  in  1692  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.1.,  p.  9)  the  "  Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  Nantukett  near  Cape  Cod  "  were  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  The  "  Island  of  Cappawock,  alias  Martha's  Vineyard,"  is 
referred  to  in  an  act  of  June  13,  1693  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol  I.,  p.  117),  and 
June  22,  1695  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  L,  p.  216),  it  was  ordered  that  "  The 
Islands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elsabeth  Islands,  the  islands  called  No- 
man's  Land,  and  all  the  dependencies  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
(the  Island  of  Nantucket  onely  excepted)  shall  be, remain  and  continue  to 
be  one  county  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  as  originally  constituted  contained  the  towns  of :  — 

Chilmark,'  Sept.  14,  1694. 

Edgartown,  July  8,  1671. 

Tisbury,  July  8,  1671. 

»  Chihnark  appears  in  the  tax  act  at  this  time,  although  not  until  Oct.  30, 1714,  is 
♦*  The  Mannour  of  Tisbury  commonly  called  Chilmark"  fjiren  the  powers  of  a  town. 
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The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Gay  Head,  May  28,  185G. 
Gosnold,  March  17,  1854. 
Cottage  City,  Feb.  17,  1880. 
West  Tisbury,  April  28,  1892. 

County  of  Essex. 

The  county  of  Essex  was  established  by  an  order  of  tlic  General 
Court,  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w"^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As 
originally  constituted  it  comprised :  — 

Salem,  Aug.  23,  1630. 
Lynn,  Nov.  20,  1637. 
Enon  (afterward  Wenham). 
Ipswich,  Aug.  6,  1634. 
Rowley,  Sept.  4,  1639. 
Newbury,  May  6,  1635. 
Gloucester,  May  18,  1642. 
Cochicawick  (afterward  Andover). 

When  the  original  Norfolk  County  became  extinct,  Feb.  4,  1680,  the 
following  places  were  annexed  to  Essex  County :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7,  1640. 
Haverhill,  June  2,  1641. 
Amesbury,  May  27,  1668. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wenham,  Sept.  7,  1643  (formerly  Enon). 

Manchester,  May  14,  1645. 

Andover,  May  6,  1646  (formerly  Cochicawick). 

Topsfield,  Oct.  18,  1648. 

Marblehead,  May  2,  1649. 

Beverly,  Oct.  14,  1668. 

Bradford,  Oct.  13,  1675 ;  annexed  to  Haverhill,  Jan.  4,  1897. 

Boxford,  Sept.  14,  1694. 

Methuen,  Dec.  8,  1725. 

Middleton,  June  20,  1728. 

Danvers,  Jan.  28,  1752. 

Newbury  port,  Jan.  28,  1764. 

Lynnfield,  July  3,  1782. 

Hamilton,  June  21,  1793. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17,  1815. 

Essex,  Feb.  15,  1819. 
^Parsons  (Feb.  18.  1819). 
i  West  Newbury  after  June  14, 1820. 

Georgetown,  April  21,  1838. 

Rockport,  Feb.  27,  1840. 
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Lawrence,  April  17,  1847. 
Groveland,  March  8,  1850. 
Swampscott,  May  21,  1852. 
Nahant,  March  29,  1853. 
North  Andover,  April  7,  1855. 
South  Danvers  (May  18,  1855). 
Peabody  after  April  13,  1868. 
Merrimac,  April  11,  1876. 


County  of  Franklin. 
The  county  of  Franklin  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  June  24,  1811,  which  went  into  efTect  Dec.  2,  1811.    The  boun- 
daries as  described  included  the  towns  of:  — 


Ashfield. 

Bernardston. 

Buckland. 

Charleruont. 

Colrain. 

Conway. 

Deerfield. 

Gill. 


Greenfield. 

Havvley. 

Heath. 

Leverett. 

Leyden. 

Montague. 

New  Salem. 

Northfield. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Monroe,  Feb.  21, 1822. 
Erving,  April  17,  1838. 


Orange. 

Rowe. 

Shelburne. 

Shutesbury. 

Sunderland. 

Warwick. 

Wendell. 

Whately. 


County  of  Hampden. 
The  county  of  Hampden  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  Feb.  25,  1812,  which  went  into  effect  Aug.  1, 1812.    As  originally 
constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Springfield.  West  Springfield. 

Longmeadow.  Westfield. 

Wilbraham.  Montgomery. 

Monson.  Russell. 

Holland.  Blandford. 

Brimfield.  Granville. 

South  Brimfield  (afterward  Wales).  South  wick. 

^  Palmer.  Tolland. 

Ludlow.  Chester. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wales  (formerly  South  Brimfield),  Feb.  20, 1828. 

Chicopee,  April  29,  1848. 

Holyoke,  March  14,  1850. 

Agawam,  May  17,  1855. 

Hampden,  ^Larch  28,  1878. 

East  Longmeadow,  May  19,  1894. 
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County  of  Hampshire. 
The  county  of  Hampshire  was  established  by  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  7,  1662  (Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  IV.,  Part  2,  p.  52)  and  included 
the  towns  of  Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Iladley.  The  bounds  were 
described  as  follows :  "  The  bounds  or  Ijimitts  on  the  south  to  be  the 
south  Ijne  of  the  pattent,  the  extent  of  other  bounds  to  be  full  thirty 
miles  distant  from  any  or  either  of  the  foresaid  tounes."  Springfield 
was  to  be  the  shire  town,  and  the  courts  were  "  to  be  kept  one  time  at 
Springfeild  &  another  time  at  Northampton ;  the  like  order  to  be  ob- 
served for  their  shire  meetings,  that  is  to  say,  one  yeere  at  one  toune  & 
the  next  yeare  at  the  other,  from  time  to  tjme."  As  originally  consti- 
tuted, it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Springfield,  June  2, 1641 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1. 1812. 
Northampton,  INIay  14,  1656. 

Hadley,  May  22,  1661.  ' 
The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Westfield,  May  19,  1669 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1, 1812. 
Hatfield,  May  31,  1670. 

Brookfield,  Oct.  15,  1673 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 
10, 1731. 

Suffield,  June  3,  1674  (formerly  Southfield ;  set  olf  to  Connecticut 
May-,  1749). 

Deerfield,  Oct.  22,  1677  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Northfield,  Feb.  22, 1714 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,1811. 

Sunderland,  Nov.  12,  1718 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

Brimfield,  Aug.  16,  1722 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 
1,  1812. 

Sheffield,  June  22,  1733 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 
80,  1761. 

Somers,  July  4,  1734  ;  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 
J  Arlington. 

)  Winchester  after  June  16,  1739  ;  set  off  to  New  Hampshire. 
Stockbridge,  June  22,  1739;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County 
June  30,  1761. 

Blandford,  April  10,  1741 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Pelham,  Jan.  15,  1743. 

Palmer,  Jan.  30,  1752;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1. 
1812. 

Southampton,  Jan.  5,  1753. 
South  Hadley,  April  12, 1753. 
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Greenfield,  June  9,  1763 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

New  Salem,  June  15,  1753;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2, 1811. 

Montague,  Jan.  25,  1754 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,  1811. 

Granville,  Jan.  25,  1754;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,1812. 
Greenwich,  April  20,  1754. 
Amherst,  Feb.  13,  1759. 

New  Marlborough,  June  15,  1759 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire 

County  June  30,  1761. 
Egremont,  Feb.  13,  1760 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30,  1761. 

Monson,  April  28,  1760 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 
1,1812. 

Pittsfield,  April  21,  1761 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

80, 1761. 
Belchertown,  June  30,  1761. 

Colrain,  June  30, 1761 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Shutesbury,  June  30,  1761 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,1811. 
Ware,  Nov.  25, 1761. 

Bernardston,  March  6,  1762 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County 

Dec.  2, 1811. 
Chesterfield,  June  11,  1762. 

South  Brimfield,  Sept.  18,  1762 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug.  1, 1812. 

Warwick,  Feb.  17,  1763 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2» 
1811. 

Wilbraham,  June  15,  1763 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug.  1,  1812. 

Charlemont,  June  21, 1765  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2, 1811. 

Ashfield,  June  21,  1765  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County,  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Conway,  June  17,  1767  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2 
1811. 

Granby,  June  11,  1768. 

Shelburne,  June  21,  1768;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Worthington,  June  30,  1768. 

Southwick,  Nov.  7,  1770  ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 
1, 1812. 

Whately,  April  24,  1771;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2, 1811. 

Williamsburg,  April  24,  1771. 

West  Springfield,  Feb.  23, 1774  ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug.  1,  1812. 
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Ludlow,  Feb.  28,  1774  ;  incorpor.itecl  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Leverett,  March  5,  1774 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 
2,1811. 

Westhampton,  Sept.  29,  1778. 

Buckland,  April  14,  1779 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,1811. 
Cummington,  June  23,  1779. 

Montgomery,  Nov.  28,  1780;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
Aug.  1, 1812. 

Wendell,  May  8,  1781 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Goshen,  May  14,  1781. 
/-Murrayiield  (Oct.  31,  1765). 

)  Chester  after  Feb.  21,  1783 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
C    Aug.  1, 1812. 
Middlefield,  March  12,  1783. 

Holland,  July  5, 1783;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Longmeadow,  Oct.  13, 1783. 

Orange,  Oct.  15,  1783;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Ley  den,  March  12, 1784;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Rowe,  Feb.  9, 1785 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Heath,  Feb.  14,  1785 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Plainfield,  March  16,  1785. 
Easthampton,  June  17, 1785. 

Hawley,  Feb.  6,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 
1811. 

Russell,  Feb.  25, 1792;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Gill,  Sept.  28, 1793  ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County,  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Tolland,  June  14, 1810  ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 
1812. 

Enfield,  Feb.  15,  1816. 

Prescott,  Jan.  28,  1822. 
^Norwich  (June  29,  1773). 
c  Huntington  after  March  9,  1855. 

County  of  Middlesex. 
The  county  of  Middlesex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w'^'in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."    As  origi- 
nally constituted,  it  comprised  ;  — 

Charlestown,  Aug.  23,  1630 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  Jan.  5,  1874. 
Watertown,  Sept.  7,  1630. 
Medford,  Sept.  28,  1630. 
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Concord,  Sept.  3,  1635. 
Lynn  Village  (afterward  Reading). 
Cambridge,  Sept.  8,  1636. 
Sudbury,  Sept.  4,  1639. 
Woburn,  Sept.  27,  1642. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Reading,  May  29,  1644  (formerly  Lynn  Village). 
Maiden,  May  2,  1649. 

Lancaster,'  May  18,  1653  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Groton,  May  29,  1655. 
Chelmsford,  May  29,  1655. 
Billerica,  May  29,  1655. 
Marlborough,  May  31,  1660. 
Sherborn,  Oct.  7,  1674. 
Framingham,  Oct.  13,  1675. 
Natick,  April  16,  1679. 
Dunstable,  Oct.  13,  1680. 
Stow,  May  16,  1683. 

Worcester,  Oct.  15,  1684 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Newton,  Dec.  15,  1691. 
Dracut,  Feb.  26,  1701. 
Weston,  Jan.  1,  1713. 

Leicester,  Feb.  15,  1713;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Rutland,  Feb.  23,  1713;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Lexington,  March  20, 1713. 
Littleton,  Dec.  3,  1715. 
Hopkinton,  Dec.  13,  1715. 

Westborough,  Nov.  18, 1717  ;  incorporated  in  Worces- 
ter County  July  10,  1731. 

Shrewsbury,  Dec.  6,  1720 ;  incorporated  in  Worces- 
ter County  July  10,  1731. 

Holliston,  Dec.  3, 1724. 

Stoneham,  Dec.  17,  1725. 

Southborough,  July  6,  1727. 

Lunenburg,  Aug.  1,  1728  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Westford,  Sept.  23,  1729. 
Bedford,  Sept.  23,  1729. 
Wilmington,  Sept.  25,  17.30. 
Townscnd,  June  29,  1732. 
Tewksbury,  Dec.  17,  1734. 


»  The  names  Prescott,  West  Towno,  and  Lancaster  were  all  given  to  the  plantation 
of  Nashaway  on  the  same  date,  but  the  name  Lancaster  has  survived. 
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Acton,  July  3,  1735. 
Wallham,  Jan.  4,  1738. 
Shirley,  Jan.  5,  1753. 
Pepperell,  April  12,  1753. 
Lincoln,  April  19, 1754. 

Carlisle  (District  of),  April  19,  1754;  annexed  to 

Concord  Oct.  6,  1756. 
Ashby,  March  6, 1767. 
Carlisle,  April  28,  1780. 
Boxborough,  Feb.  25,  1783. 
Tyngsborough,  June  22,  1789. 
Burlington,  Feb.  28,  1799. 

Brighton,  Feb.  24,  1807;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County 
Jan.  5,  1874. 

Lowell,  March  1,  1826. 
J  East  Sudbury  (April  10,  1780). 
I  Wayland  after  March  11,  1835. 

Soraerville,  March  3,  1842. 

Ashland,  March  16,  1846. 

Winchester,  April  30,  1850. 

Melrose,  May  3,  1850. 

North  Reading,  March  22,  1853. 

Belmont,  March  18, 1859: 

Hudson,  March  19,  1866. 
J  West  Cambridge  (Feb.  27, 1807) . 
I  Arlington  after  April  30,  1867. 
{  South  Reading  (Feb.  25, 1812). 
I  Wakefield  after  June  30,  1868. 

Everett,  March  9,  1870. 

Ayer,  Feb.  14,  1871. 

Maynard,  April  19,  1871. 

County  of  Nantucket. 
The  "Island  of  Nantucket"  was  until  June  22,  1695,  included  in  the 
county  of  Dukes  County  (see  County  of  Dukes  County).  On  that  day 
it  was  ordered  that  the  Island  of  Nantucket  should  be  excepted  from 
the  islands  continuing  in  that  county.  Nantucket  was  "  to  remain  under 
the  same  forme  of  government  as  is  already  there  setled,"  and  appeals 
from  judgments  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  were  to  be 
heard  at  Boston.  No  act  is  found  establishing  the  county  of  Nantucketi 
but  it  is  frequently  referred  to  in  the  printed  laws  under  that  name 
until  by  an  act  of  Feb.  19,  1765,  a  time  was  fixed  for  holding  court 
"within  and  for  the  County  of  Nantucket."  It  seems  proper,  there- 
fore, to  consider  that  whatever  "forme  of  government"  partook  of  a 
county  form  should  date  from  the  time  the  island  was  taken  out  of  the 
county  of  Dukes  County,  June  22,  1695.  The  only  town  on  the  island 
at  that  time  was :  — 

^  Sherburne  (June  27,  1687). 

i  Nantucket  after  June  8,  1795. 
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County  of  Norfolk.  {Origmal) 
The  first  county  of  Norfolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  INIay  10,  1G43  (Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The 
whole  plantation  w^'in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As 
originally  constituted,  it  comprised  :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7,  1640;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4,  1680. 
Hampton,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1680. 
Haverhill,  June  2, 1641 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4, 1680. 
Exeter,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1680. 
Dover,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1680. 
Strawberry  Bank  (afterward   Portsmouth),  included  in  New 
Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1680. 

The  place  afterward  formed  was  :  — 

Amesbury,  May  27,  1668  ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4,  1680. 

County  of  Norfolk. 
The  county  of  Norfolk,  the  second  of  the  name  in  the  State,  was  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  March  26,  1793,  which 
went  into  effect  June  20,  1793.  "All  the  territory  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk  not  comprehended  within  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Chelsea" 
was  "  formed  and  erected  "  into  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  but  on  the  day 
the  act  took  effect  an  act  was  passed  continuing  Hingham  and  Hull  in 
Suffolk  County.    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Dorchester,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  3, 1870. 
Roxbury,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  5,  1868. 
Weymouth.  Needham.  Cohasset. 

Dedham.  Medway.  Franklin. 

Braintree.  Bellingham.  Foxborough. 

Medfield.  Walpole.  Dover. 

Milton.  Stoughton.  Quincy. 

Wrentham.  Sharon.  Randolph. 

Brookline. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 
Canton,  Feb.  23,  1797. 

West  Roxbury,  March  24,  1851 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan. 

5,  1874. 
Hyde  Park,  April  22,  1868. 
Norfolk,  Feb.  23,  1870. 
Norwood,  Feb.  23,  1872. 
Holbrook,  Feb.  20,  1872. 
•  Wellesley,  April  6,  1881. 
Millis,  Feb.  24,  1885. 
Avon,  Feb.  21,  1888. 
Westwood,  April  2, 1897. 
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County  of  Plymouth, 
The  county  of  Plymouth  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymoutii,  June  2,  1685  (Ply.  Col. 
Laws,  edit.  1836,  p.  295).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  :  — 

Plymouth,  ,  1620. 

Duxbury,  June  7,  1637. 
Scituate*  July  1,  1633. 
Marshficld,  iMar.  1,  1642. 
Bridgewater,  June  3,  1656. 
Middleborough,  June  1,  1669. 

"Together  with  all  such  places  and  villages  that  do  or  may  lye  be- 
tween the  said  Towns  and  the  Patent  Line." 

Within  these  limits  the  following  places  have  been  formed :  — 

Plympton,  June  4,  1707. 
Pembroke,  Mar.  21,  1712. 
Abington,  June  10,  1712. 
Kingston,  June  16,  1726. 

Hanover,  June  14,  1727.  ' 

Halifax,  July  4,  1734. 
■    Wareham,  July  10,  1739.  ' 

Carver,  June  9,  1790. 

Hanson,  Feb  22,  1820. 

West  Bridgewater,  Feb.  16,  1822. 

East  Bridgewater,  June  14,  1823. 

Marion,  May  14,  1852. 

Lakeville,  May  13,  1853. 

Mattapoisett,  May  20,  1857. 
J  North  Bridgewater  (June  15,  1821). 
}  Brockton  after  May  5,  1874. 

Rockland,  May  9,  1874. 
J  South  Abington  (March  4,  1875). 
I  Whitman  after  May  3,  1886. 
^  South  Scituate  (Feb.  14,  1849). 
i  Norweli  after  March  5,  1888. 

Rochester  was  set  off  from  Barnstable  County  to  Plymouth  County, 
Nov.  19,  1707. 

Hingham  was  set  off  from  Suffolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June 
18,  1803. 

Hull  was  set  off  from  Suffolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June  18, 
1803. 

County  of  Suffolk. 
The  county  of  Suffolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  May  10,  1643  (Ma.ss.  Hoc  ,  Vol.  L,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w"'in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."    As  orig- 
inally constituted,  it  comprised  :  — 
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•  Boston,  Sept.  7,  1630. 
Dorchoslor,  Sopt.  7,  1630 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  Juno 

20,  1793;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  3,  1870. 
Roxbiiry,  Sept.  26,  16')0  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  5,  1868. 
Dedham,  Sept.  8,  1636;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 

Braintree,  May  13, 1640 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Weymouth,  Sept.  2,  1635;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Hingham,  Sept.  2, 1635  ;  annexed  to  Plymouth  County  June  18, 1803. 
Nantasket  (afterward  Hull). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were  :  — 

Hull  (formerly  Nantasket), May  29,  1644  ;  annexed  to  Plymouth 

County  June  18,  1803. 
Medfield,  May  22, 1650  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 

Milton,  May  7,  1662;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Mendon,  May  15,  1667 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 
10,  1731. 

Wrentham,  Oct.  15,  1673;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Woodstock,  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 

1731. 

Oxford,  May  31, 1693  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 
1731. 

Brookline,  Nov.  13,  1705 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Needham,  Nov.  5, 1711 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Med  way,  Oct.  24,  1713  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Sutton,  Oct.  28, 1714,  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 
1731. 

Bellingham,  Nov.  27,  1719;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Walpole,  Dec.  10,  1724 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Stoughton,  Dec.  22,  1726;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Uxbridge,  June  27,  1727  ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 

10,  1731. 
Chelsea,  Jan.  10,  1739. 

Cohasset,  April  26,  1770 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 

Franklin,  March  2,  1778;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 
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Foxborough,  June  10, 1778  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 


Sharon,  alter  Feb.  25, 1783  ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 


Dover,  July  7,  1784;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 


Quiney,  Feb.  22,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 
1793. 

Randolph,  IMarch  9,  1793 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,1793. 

Winthrop,  March  27,  1852. 
J  North  Chelsea  (March  19,  1846). 
}  Revere  after  April  3,  1871. 

Brighton  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County,  Jan. 
6,  1874. 

Charlestown  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  6,  1874. 

West  Roxbury  was  set  off  from  Norfolk  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  6, 1874. 


The  county  of  Worcester  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  April  2,  1731,  which  took  effect  July  10,  1731  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol. 
XL,  p.  584).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Worcester. 

Lancaster. 

Westborough. 

Shrewsbury. 

Southborough. 

Leicester. 

Rutland. 

Lunenburg. 

Mendon. 

Woodstock,  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 

Oxford. 

Sutton. 

Hassanamisco  (afterward  Grafton). 
Uxbridge. 

J  '^The  land  lately  granted  to  several  petitioners  of  Medfield." 
)  New  Medlield  (afterward  Sturbridge). 
Brookfield. 

"  The  south  town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers  "  (after- 
ward Westminster). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were  :  — 

Dudley,  Feb.  2,  1732. 
Harvard,  June  29,  1732. 

Grafton,  April  18,  1735  (formerly  Hassanamisco). 


20,  1793. 


1793. 
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Upton,  June  14,  1735. 
Bolton,  June  24,  1738. 

Sturbridge,  June  24,  1738  (formerly  New  Medtiekl). 

Hardwick,  Jan.  10,  1739. 

Leominster,  June  23,  1740. 

Holden,  Jan.  9,  1741. 

Douglas,  June  5,  1746. 

New  Braintree,  Jan.  31,  1751. 

Spencer,  April  12,  1753. 

Petersham,  April  20,  1754. 

Charlton,  Nov.  21,  1754. 

Princeton,  Oct.  20,  1759. 

Westminster,  Oct.  20,  1759  (formerly  "The  south 

town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers"). 
Athol,  March  6,  1762. 
Templeton,  March  6,  1762. 
Oakham,  June  7,  1762. 
Fitchburg,  Feb.  3,  1764. 
Winchendon,  June  14,  1764. 
Paxton,  Feb.  12,  1765. 
Royalston,  Feb.  19,  1765. 
Ashburnham,  Feb.  22,  1765. 
Northborough,  Jan.  24,  1766. 
Hubbardston,  June  13,  1767. 
Northbridge,  July  14,  1772. 
Rutland  District  (April  12,  1753). 


Milford,  April  11,  1780. 
Sterling,  April  25,  1781. 
Berlin,  March  16,  1784. 
Gardner,  June  27,  1785. 
Boylston,  March  1,  1786. 
Dana,  Feb.  18,  1801. 
West  Boylston,  Jan.  30,  1808. 
North  Brookfield,  Feb.  28,  1812. 
Millbury,  June  11,  1813. 
Gerry  (Oct.  20,  1786). 
Phillipston  after  Feb.  5,  1814. 
Southbridge,  Feb.  15,  1816. 
AVebster,  March  6,  1832. 
Western  (Jan.  16,  1742). 
Warren  after  March  13,  1834. 
Ward  (April  10,  1778). 
Auburn  after  Feb.  17,  1837. 
Blackstonc,  March  25,  1845. 
West  Brookfield,  March  3,  1848. 
Clinton,  Mar.  14,  1850. 
Hopcdale,  April  7,  1886. 
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Town. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Later  County. 

Date. 

Amesbury, 

Old  Norfolk,  . 

May 

27, 

1668, 

Essex, 

Feb. 

4, 

1680. 

Ashfield,  . 

Hampebirc, 

June 

21, 

1765, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Belllnghara, 

Suffolk, 

Nov. 

27, 

1719, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

BernardstoD, 

Ilampsbire, 

Mar. 

6, 

1762, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Blaodford, 

Hampshire, 

April 

10, 

1741, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Bralntree,  . 

BufColk, 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk,  . 

Juno 

20, 

1793. 

BrlgbtoQ.i  . 

Middlesex, . 

Fob. 

24, 

1807, 

Suffolk, 

Jan. 

5, 

1874. 

Brimfield,  . 

Hampshire, 

Aug. 

16, 

1722, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Brookfield, 

Hampshire, 

Oct. 

15, 

1673, 

"Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Brookline, . 

Suffolk, 

Nov. 

13, 

1705, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Bucklaud,  . 

Hampshire, 

April 

14, 

1779, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Charlemont, 

Hampshire, 

June 

21, 

1765, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec 

2, 

1811. 

Chatleatown,*  . 

Middlesex, . 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Suffolk, 

Jan. 

5, 

1874. 

Chceter, 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

21, 

1783, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Gohasect,  . 

Suffolk, 

April 

26, 

1770, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

ColraiD, 

Hampshire, 

June 

30, 

1761, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Conway,  . 

Hampshire, 

June 

17, 

1767, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Dedham,  . 

Suffolk, 

Sept. 

8, 

1636, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Deerfield,  . 

Hampshire, 

Oct. 

22, 

1677, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Dorchester,^ 

Suffolk, 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Suffolk, 

Jan. 

3, 

1870. 

Dover, 

Suffolk, 

July 

7, 

1784, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

EgremoDt, . 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

13, 

1760, 

Berkshire,  . 

Juno 

30, 

1761. 

Fozborougb, 

Suffolk, 

June 

10, 

1778, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Franklin,  . 

Suffolk, 

Mar. 

2, 

1778, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Gill,  .      .  . 

Hampshire, 

Sept. 

28, 

1793, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

GraQTlIle,  . 

Hampshire, 

Jan. 

25, 

1754, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Greenfield, 

Hampshire, 

June 

9. 

1753, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Haverhill,  . 

Old  Norfolk,  . 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Essex, 

Feb. 

4, 

1680. 

Hawley, 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

6. 

1792, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Heath, 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

14, 

1785, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Hingbam,  . 

Suffolk, 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Plymouth,  . 

June 

18, 

1803. 

Holland,  . 

Hampshire, 

July 

6, 

1783, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Hull,  . 

Suffolk,  . 

May 

29, 

1644, 

Plymouth,  . 

Juno 

18. 

1803. 

Lancaster, 

Middlesex, . 

May 

18, 

1653, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Leicester,  . 

Middlesex,  . 

Feb. 

15, 

1713, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Leverett,  . 

Hampshire, 

Mar. 

5, 

1774, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

1  Extinct. 


54  PUBLIC  RECORDS.  [Jan. 


Towns  which  have  been  iiicluded  in  More  than  One  County  —  Continued. 


Town. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Xjater  County. 

Date. 

Ley den, 

* 

nampshire, 

* 

Mar. 

12, 

1784, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Ludlow, 

* 

HampHhire, 

Feb. 

28, 

1774, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

li 

1812. 

Lunenburg, 

Miaalesex, 

Aug. 

1. 

1728, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Medfield,  . 

• 

Suffolk, 

* 

May 

22, 

1650, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Medway,  . 

DUllOlK, 

* 

Oct. 

24, 

1713, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793, 

MendoD,  . 

* 

Suffolk, 

• 

May 

15, 

1667, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Milton, 

* 

Suffolk, 

* 

May 

7, 

1662, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

MoDBon, 

Uampsbire, 

April 

28, 

1760, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

5. 

1812. 

Montague, . 

HampBhire, 

Jan. 

25, 

1754, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Montgomery, 

Hunipshire, 

Nov. 

28, 

1780, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1. 

1812. 

Necdham,  .  . 

Suffolk, 

Nov. 

6i 

1711, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

New  Marlborough, 

Hampshire, 

June 

15, 

1759, 

Berkshire,  . 

June 

30, 

1761. 

^ew  Haiem, 

Hampshire, 

June 

15, 

1753, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Northfield, 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

22, 

1714, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Orange, 

• 

Hampshire, 

• 

Oct. 

15, 

1783, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Oxford, 

Suffolk, 

May 

31, 

1693, 

Worcester, . 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Palmer,     .  . 

Hampshire, 

* 

Jan. 

30, 

1752, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Qoincy, 

Suffolk, 

* 

Feb. 

22, 

1792, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20,  1793. 

Randolph,  .  . 

Suffolk, 

Mar. 

9, 

1793, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Rochester, 

BaruBtable, 

• 

June 

4, 

1686, 

Plymouth,  . 

Nov. 

19, 

1707. 

Rowe, 

Hampshire, 

* 

Feb. 

9. 

1785, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Roxbury,* .  . 

* 

Suffolk, 

* 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk,  . 
Suffolk,  . 

June 
Jan. 

20, 
6, 

1793. 
1868. 

RUBBCll, 

* 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

25, 

1792, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Rutland,    .  . 

* 

Mlclalesex, 

Feb. 

23, 

1713, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Salisbury,  .  . 

uiu  rsorioiK, 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Essex, 

Feb. 

4, 

1680. 

Sharon,     .  . 

* 

Suffolk, 

* 

Feb. 

25, 

1783, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

ShefBeld,  . 

Hampshire, 

* 

June 

22, 

1733, 

Berkshire,  . 

June 

30, 

1761. 

Shelburne, 

Hampshire, 

• 

June 

21, 

1768, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Shrewsbury, 

ATS  -1-11  » 

MidaleBcx, . 

Dec. 

6 

1720, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Shutesbury, 

Hampshire, 

June 

30, 

1761, 

Ifranklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

South  Brimfield,' 

Hampshire, 

Sept. 

18, 

1762, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

SoQthwick, 

Hampshire, 

Nov. 

7, 

1770, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Bprlngfleld, 

Hampshire, 

May 

1, 

1662, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Stockbridge, 

Hampshire, 

June 

22, 

1739, 

Berkshire,  . 

June 

30, 

1761. 

Stoughton, 

Suffolk,  . 

Dec. 

22, 

1726, 

Norfolk, 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Sunderland, 

Hampshire, 

Nov. 

12, 

1718, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Sutton, 

Suffolk,  . 

Oct. 

28,  1714, 

Worcester, . 

July 

10, 

1731. 

1  Bxtlnct.  »  Afterward  Wales. 
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Town. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Ijater  County. 

Date. 

Tolland,  . 

Hampshire, 

June 

14, 

1810, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Uxbridge,  . 

Suffolk,  . 

June 

27, 

1727, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Warwick,  . 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

17, 

1763, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Walpole,  . 

Suffolk,  . 

Dec. 

10, 

1724, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Wendell,  . 

Hampshire, 

May 

8. 

1781, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2, 

1811. 

Westborough,  . 

Middlesex, 

Nov. 

18, 

1717, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Weetfield,  . 

Hampshire, 

May 

19, 

1669, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

West  Roxbury,* 

Norfolk,  . 

Mar. 

24, 

1851, 

Suffolk,  . 

Jan. 

5, 

1874. 

West  Bpringfield,  . 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

23, 

1774, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Weymoiitb, 

Suffolk,  . 

May 

10, 

1643, 

Norfolk,'  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

Whately,  . 

Hampshire, 

April 

24, 

1771, 

Franklin,  . 

Dec. 

2. 

1811. 

Wilbraham, 

Hampshire, 

June 

15, 

1763, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 

1812. 

Worcester, 

Middlesex, 

Oct. 

15, 

1684, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 

1731. 

Wrentham, 

Suffolk,  . 

Oct. 

15, 

1673, 

Norfolk,  . 

June 

20, 

1793. 

1  Extinct. 
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Parishes,  Towks,  awd  Counties. 


By  ROBERT  T.  SWAN,  Commissioner. 


BOSTON : 

WRIGHT  &  POTTER  PRINTING  CO.,  STATE  PRINTERS, 
18  Post  Offick  Square.  -    •  ■ 

1902. 


Office  of  the  CoMiMissioNER  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  1,  1902. 

To  the  Boiiorahle  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  tenth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  fourteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  of 
Public  Kecords  requires  that  the  commissioner  shall  report  to 
the  Legislature  in  each  year  the  results  of  his  laljors,  with 
such  recommendations  and  suggestions  as  may  seem  important 
for  the  safety  and  benefit  of  the  records.  The  results  of  his 
labors  cannot  be  summed  up  annually,  as  several  years  of  labor 
have  been  required  to  bring  about  some  of  the  results,  but  it 
can  be  stated  generally  that  there  has  been  a  great  improve- 
ment in  everything  relating  to  the  safety  and  benefit  of  the 
records.  Some  detailed  results,  and  some  recommendations, 
are  presented  under  their  respective  headings. 

Ter3is  of  City  Clerks. 
The  statement  that  several  years  of  lal)or  are  required  to  bring 
about  certain  results  is  verified  hy  the  fiict  that  it  has  taken 
eleven  years  to  make  it  possible  for  cities  to  elect  their  clerks 
for  terms  of  three  years.  That  twenty-seven  of  the  thirty- 
three  cities  have  accepted  the  act  authorizing  such  elections, 
by  a  total  majority  of  nearly  two  to  one,  is  a  most  important 
result,  as  it  will  check  a  tendency,  which  was  growing,  toward 
making  the  office  political,  to  be  contested  annually,  and  will 
serve  notice  on  those  who  would  l)ring  the  coiintij  recording 
officers  into  politics  that  sentiment  is  against  it.  The  commis- 
sioner has  always  urged  that  the  cities  and  towns  be  put  upon 
the  same  basis  as  the  counties,  and  that  the  election  of  the  re- 
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cording  officers  in  the  cities  and  towns  for  long  terms  l)e  re- 
quired, not  merely  authorized,  but  the  popular  approval  of  tlio 
act  of  authorization  may  have  a  better  result  than  if  the  Legis- 
lature alone  had  passed  upon  it,  and  the  cities  which  have  re- 
jected it  may  come  into  line  with  popular  opinion. 

The  following  are  the  only  cities  which  rejected  the  act: 
Beverly,  Lowell,  Marlborough,  Northampton,  Quincy,  and 
AYaltham. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  Quincy  and  Lowell  are 
among  the  number.  Under  the  system,  peculiar  to  Quincy,  of 
having  the  clerk  appointed  b^^  the  mayor,  the  office  has  been 
purely  political,  changing  with  the  party.  In  the  twelve  years 
during  which  Quincy  has  been  a  city  there  have  been  four 
clerks.  In  Lowell  there  is  usually  a  contest.  Between  the 
years  1882,  when  the  clerk  who  had  held  the  office  thirteen 
years  died,  and  1895,  there  were  five  changes,  with  no  election 
in  1893,  when  the  incumbent  held  over.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  a  satisfaction  that  Lawrence  and  Pittsficld  have  accepted 
the  act.  The  offices  there  have  been  political,  with  frequent 
changes  and  bitter  contests,  complicated  with  other  municipal 
matters,  and  the  clerks  have  never  felt  sure  of  continuing  in 
office  long  enough  to  do  all  they  might  desire  for  the  benefit  of 
their  records. 

Terms  of  Toavn  Clerks.  * 
The  advocacy  of  three-year  terms  for  town  clerks  has  at  last 
resulted  in  the  adoption  by  the  Legislature  of  the  soundness  of 
the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  principle  by  its  authorizing  such 
terms,  but  the  act  relating  to  the  matter  has  thus  far  received 
little  attention.  Whereas  the  act  relating  to  cities  required  a 
vote  upon  its  acceptance,  the  towns  are  to  vote  if  they  see  fit, 
and  few  citizens  are  enough  interested  to  ask  for  action.  The 
clerks  naturally  will  not  suggest  it,  although  knowing  the  ben- 
efit to  be  derived.  Then,  too,  the  act  contained  a  provision 
that  the  clerk  may  be  chosen  clerk  of  such  offi'ces,  boards,  and 
departments  of  the  town  as  the  town  may  determine  by  vote." 
This  is  not  only  superliuous,  as  the  several  boards  may  choose 
the  clerk  or  whomsoever  they  please  clerk  of  their  boards,  but 
it  has  been  construed  to  mean  that  a  clerk  chosen  for  three 
years  under  the  act  ;//;^s'^  be  clerk  of  the  boards,  and  that  is  not 
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ahvays  practicable.  Grafton  was  tlie  first  town  to  accept  the 
act. 

Arguments  in  favor  of  long  terms  for  the  clerks  have  so 
often  been  set  forth  during  the  past  eleven  years  that  it  does 
not  seem  worth  while  to  repeat  them,  but  it  is  more  important 
that  the  term  should  be  a  long  one  in  the  towns  than  in  the 
cities,  for  two  reasons.  In  the  cities  the  records  have  an 
abiding  pkice,  which  is  the  clerk's  office.  In  the  towns  the 
clerk's  records  go  from  place  to  place  with  each  change  of 
clerks,  with  unnecessary  wear  and  liability  of  loss,  and  no 
suitable  permanent  place  is  provided.  In  the  cities  the  clerks 
have  assistants  conversant  with  the  work  and  competent  to 
keep  up  the  routine,  while  in  the  towns  no  one  but  the  clerk 
has  knowledge  of  the  records  or  duties. 

The  passage  of  the  following  act  offered  last  year  is  again 
urged :  — 

An  Act  fixing  the  Tehms  of  Office  of  Town  Clerks. 

Section  1.  In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  three,  and  every 
third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected,  by  the  voters  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  each  town,  a  town  clerk,  to  hold  his  office  for  three 
years  from  the  day  of  his  election. 

Section  2.  Every  such  clerk  shall  hold  his  oflice  uutil  the  election 
or  appointment  and  qualification  of  his  successor,  unless  sooner  re- 
moved by  due  process  of  law. 

Section  3.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  town 
clerk,  tlie  person  elected  or  appointed  to  fill  the  vaciincy  shall  hold 
the  office  until  the  end  of  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  last  hold- 
ing the  office. 

Section  4.  Section  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  of  chapter  eleven 
of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  here- 
with, are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  5.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

Binding. 

Increased  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  bind- 
ing records  needing  expert  treatment.  Towns  where  no  dis- 
position to  take  action  appeared  have  had  their  attention  called 
to  the  statute  requirement,  and  the  binding  of  their  records 
has  been  insisted  upon. 
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Under  the  discretionary  power  given  the  commissioner, 
binding  has  been  paid  for  from  liis  appropriation  for  some  of 
the  towns  where  the  cost  would  have  been  a  burden,  or  where 
it  seemed  unjust  to  compel  a  small  town  to  pay  for  binding  the 
records  pertaining  to  a  large  part  of  its  former  territory,  now 
comprised  in  other  towns. 

Binding  by  the  Emery  process  has  been  done  during  the 
year  for  several  of  the  county  offices,  where  more  or  less  of  it 
has  before  been  done  from  time  to  time,  and  for  the  following 
forty-two  towns:  Athol,  Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  Belling- 
ham,  Bernardston,  Brookline,  Cohasset,  Dartmouth,  Douglas, 
Duxbury,  Essex,  Greenfield,  Iladle^s  Ilatlield,  Iloldcn,  Hub- 
bardston,  Manchester,  Middleborough,  Monson,  Otis,  Ox- 
ford, Peru,  Phillipston,  Provincetown,  Itochester,  Royalston, 
Sandwich,  Savoy,  Sharon,  Southampton,  Stockbridge,  Stowe, 
Sudbury,  Sunderland,  Warwick,  Wendell,  Wcnham,  West- 
field,  Westminster,  Windsor,  and  AVrentham. 

As  an  example  of  what  can  be  done  with  mutilated  records 
illustrations  are  given  of  the  first  volume  of  the  records  of 
Stockbridge,  one  representing  the  book  in  the  condition  when 
found  a  few  years  ago,  and  two  showing  pages  of  the  record 
after  binding  in  silk. 

Among  the  records  bound  at  considerable  expense  were  four 
very  dila[)idated  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  Proprietors  of 
Rochester,  containing  the  original  lay  out  of  lands  in  the  terri- 
tory now  included  in  Rochester,  Marion,  Mattapoisett,  and 
part  of  Wareham.  That  Rochester  should  bear  the  whole 
expense  of  binding  these  did  not  seem  equitable,  but  as  there 
was  no  way  in  which  the  cost  could  be  divided,  it  was  paid 
from  the  appropriation  for  this  connnission. 

As  the  proprietors'  records  approj)riately  belong  in  the 
registries  of  deeds,  and  the  State  has  paid  for  putting  these  in 
condition  for  preservation,  it  would  seem  advisable  and  proper 
that  these  be  placed  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Plymouth, 
where  they  can  be  accessible  to  persons  interested  in  estates 
in  either  of  the  towns.  About  live  hundred  plans  of  lands 
recorded  in  these  volumes,  which  will  be  put  in  form  for  pres- 
ervation and  reference,  could  also  be  i)laced  there. 
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Plate  2.  — A  Page  of  Stockbridge  Records  after  Binding. 
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Plate  3. -  A  Page  of  Stockbridge  Records  after  Binding. 
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The  statute  provides  for  llie  recovery  of  public  records  in 
private  custody,  but  there  are  instances  wliere  certain  records 
are  held  by  a  custodian  of  })u])lic  records,  under  a  supposed  or 
doubtful  right.  This  has  occurred  in  some  places  where,  at 
the  time  of  a  division  of  a  town,  the  records  were  in  a  part  of 
the  town  eml)raced  in  the  new  town.  This  has  resulted  in  the 
commencing  of  new  records  in  both  towns  at  the  time  of 
division,  and  the  retaining  of  tlie  old  records  in  the  new  town. 
In  other  cases,  records  formerly  kept  hy  a  county  officer  at 
his  home  have  drifted  into  a  town  office,  and  have  come  to 
be  considered  the  town  property,  though  properly  l)elonging 
to  the  county. 

The  records  of  old  Norfolk  County  are  widely  scattered, 
having  ap})arently  remained  where  they  happened  to  be  at  the 
time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  county.  I^y  acts  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Legislature  in  1897  that  State  has  taken  jurisdiction 
of  all  the  public  records  of  the  county  found  in  the  State,  and 
they  have  been  placed  in  the  State  Library  at  Concord.  Tliese 
are  mostly  records  originally  kept  in  Portsmouth  or  Dover, 
those  pertaining  to  matters  mostly  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county  apparently  having  remained  in  Massachusetts. 

One  volume  of  these  was  found  by  the  commissioner  with  the 
records  of  Salisbury,  and  contains  a  record  of  the  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  in  Amesbury,  Exeter,  Hampton,  Haverhill, 
and  Salisbury  from  1670  to  1747,  and  a  record  of  deeds  in 
1691  and  1692.  This  was  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition  and 
was  bound  in  silk  without  expense  to  Salisbury,  and  it  would 
seem  proper  that  it  should  be  with  similar  records  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  at  Salem. 

In  the  office  of  the  city  clerk  of  Salem  is  a  volume  originally 
containing,  according  to  the  title-page,  the  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  in  Salem,  Lynn,  Gloucester,  and  Wenliam,  returned 
to  the  clerk  of  the  courts  at  Salem,  from  1637  to  1714.  The 
Wenham  record  has  been  torn  out.  This  is  one  of  a  series  of 
the  county  records  and  should  be  placed  in  the  clerk's  office. 
Beverly,  Danvers,  Lynnlield,  iVhmchcster,  })art  of  Middleton, 
Nahant,  Peabody,  Pockport,  Saugus,  and  Swampscott  were 
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originally  in  the  territory  covered  by  the  record,  and  their 
citizens  are  entitled  to  find  the  record  in  the  connty  office. 

The  records  of  Eastham  to  the  time  of  the  settino-  off  of 
Orleans  in  1797  have  been  kept  in  Orleans,  having  been  in  that 
part  of  the  town  at  the  time  of  division.  Several  of  these 
volumes  were  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  have  been  bound 
by  the  commissioner  from  his  appropriation,  it  being  unjust  to 
require  either  Eastham  or  Orleans  to  bear  the  expense,  and 
impossible  to  have  it  divided  between  those  towns  and  Well- 
fleet,  also  interested.  Under  the  circumstances  it  would  seem 
proper  that  tlie  records  when  bound  should  be  deposited  in  the 
parent  town,  Eastham. 

The  records  of  Tyringham  to  the  time  of  the  setting  olF  of 
Monterey  in  1847  are  in  Monterey.  Some  of  these  need 
expert  binding,  for  which  Monterey  would  not  wish  to  pay, 
and  which  it  would  be  unfair  to  re(|uire  of  Tyringham  unless 
the  records  were  deposited  there.  Many  of  the  records  of 
Adams,  prior  to  the  setting  off  of  North  Adams  in  1878,  are 
at  North  Adams. 

There  are  other  instances  where  records  are  not  in  the  town 
whose  name  they  bear,  and  it  seems  advisable  that  there  should 
be  some  legislation  by  wliich  all  records  formerly  belonging  to 
a  county  or  town  should  be  transferred  to  their  original  custody. 

The  passage  of  the  following  act  is  recommended  : — 

An  Act  for  transferring  Certain  Public  Records  to  their 
Original  Custody. 

Section  1.  All  public  records  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  prior  to 
1681,  which  shall  be  found  within  this  Commouwealth,  shall  be  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  in  the  county  of  Essex. 

Section  2.  Any  public  records,  except  those  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  section,  deposited  elsewhere  tlinn  in  an  office  in  the  county, 
city,  or  town  to  which  they  respectively  originally  belonged,  shall  be 
kept  in  the  custody  of  the  person  having  the  custody  of  similar  rec- 
ords in  such  original  county,  city,  or  town. 

Section  3.  Whoever  under  the  provision  of  this  act  is  to  become 
the  custodian  of  any  of  tlie  records  mentioned  in  this  act  shall  de- 
mand the  same  from  any  person  in  whose  possession  they  may  be, 
and  he  shall  forthwith  deliver  the  same  to  him. 

Section  4.    Whoever  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty  rc- 
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quired  of  him  by  this  act  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
twenty  dollars. 

Section  5.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Section  6.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

Copying. 

The  statute  requires  fair  aud  legible  copies  thereof  season- 
ably made whenever  records  are  becoming  worn,  mutilated, 
or  illegible,  and  it  is  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to 
see  that  the  statute  is  enforced.  It  is  not  enforced  because 
under  existing  circumstances  it  cannot  be.  Persons  comi)etent 
to  make  accurate  copies  are  very  fcw%  and  a  poor  copy  is  worse 
than  none,  as  the  co})y  is  usually  used,  and  the  errors  are  ac- 
cepted as  the  original  record. 

In  a  few  of  the  cities  and  towais,  tvJiere  the  clerk  is  reasonably 
sure  of  continuing  in  office^  copying  is  being  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  a  clerk  who  appreciates  the  value  of  a  good 
copy,  and  is  giving  personal  attention  to  it,  but  the  custom  has 
been  for  the  copying  to  be  entrusted  to  a  person  willing  to  do 
it  for  a  stipulated  price,  and  no  further  attention  has  l)een 
given  to  it. 

Many  copies  have  not  been  certified  and  have  no  legal 
weight.  The  result  has  been  worthless  copies  and  mutilated 
originals. 

The  statement  that  competent  copyists  are  very  few  is  ques- 
tioned, as  a  good  penman  is  generally  supposed  to  l^e  com- 
petent to  copy,  but  copyists  of  records  should  possess  the 
following  qualifications,  and  such  are  few :  be  able  to  read  the 
ancient  alphabet  if  the  records  are  written  in  that  hand,  and 
have  a  faculty  of  reading  difficult  writing  of  whatever  date  ; 
understand  double  dating ;  be  familiar  with  ancient  phraseol- 
ogy, and  technical  or  colkxjuial  words  ;  know  ancient  Christian 
names  aiid  local  surnames;  and,  above  all,  have  sufficient  un- 
derstanding of  the  general  subject  of  the  records  to  know  how 
to  solve  doubts  by  the  relation  which  various  entries  may  bear 
to  each  other,  and  to  know  that  any  writing  or  marking  on 
original  records  is  a  species  of  nuitilation. 

That  copies  have  been  very  generally  made  by  persons  lack- 
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ing  in  these  qualifications  is  best  shown  by  specilic  statements. 
In  one  instance  the  copyist  destroyed  the  original.  Copyists 
have  checked  with  ink  every  item  copied,  the  check  mark  some- 
times obliterating  a  faint  letter  or  figure ;  entries  have  l>een 
crossed  out  after  being  co[)ied  ;  the  word  '^copied"  has  been 
written  across  original  entries ;  indistinct  lettei's  and  figures 
have  been  written  over  to  make  them  distinct,  but  really 
changing  them ;  wrong,  see  page  —  for  duplicate,"  has  been 
■written  when  there  was  no  evidence  Avhich  entry  was  correct, 
yet  the  copy  contains  but  one ;  pages  or  parts  of  pages  that 
were  difiicult  to  read,  or  seemed  unimportant^  have  been  marked 
*'  not  copied,"  but  no  mention  of  the  omission  appeared  in  the 
copy.  (In  one  town  the  record  of  the  names  of  representa- 
tives was  omitted,  the  record  of  the  Legislature  having  been 
deemed  suflicient.) 

Egregious  and  senseless  errors  have  been  made  in  the  at- 
tempt to  solve  doubtful  words,  or  to  make  sense  of  a  sentence 
after  a  doubtful  w^ord  has  been  wrongly  copied.  Failure  to 
discover  for  what  a  wrongly  spelled  word  was  intended,  and 
copying  it  as  something  entirely  different,  and  omitting  or  sub- 
stituting capitals  according  to  modern  usage,  have  been  com- 
mon errors  and  have  utterly  changed  the  meaning.  Copying 
but  one  of  the  dates  of  a  double  date  has  made  records  worse 
than  useless,  illegitimatizing  births. 

Some  examples  of  what  have  been  found  in  copies,  together 
with  puzzling  words  and  entries  in  originals,  with  which  copy- 
ists are  liable  to  have  to  contend,  are  presented  to  give  force  to 
the  foregoing.  The  original  entry  is  first  given,  followed  by  the 
translation:  are  —  heir;  gine  (copied  give) — join;  natcher  — 
'Nashua  ;  Leietement  —  illegitimate  ;  a  gorned  —  adjourned  ; 
graniaryman  —  grand-jury-man  ;  hole  of  the  rats  —  whole  of 
the  rates  (taxes);  the  aplus  —  Theoi)hilus  ;  Brer  —  Beriah  ; 
sale  —  Sally  ;  chicken  —  Chickering  ;  macarrel  —  McCarrell ; 
gorg  lorance  —  George  Lawrence;  Cornell  Quinser — Colonel 
Quincy  ;  winesenite  —  Wednesday  night. 

Serious  mistakes  have  been  made  hy  copying  as  the  surname 
the  occupation  ofanum,  which  was  often  added  as  a  distinguish- 
ing term,  or  of  misreading  a  word,  as  in  the  following  cases: 
•  .  .  Clarck  —  intended  for  clerk,  but  copied  as  the  surname 
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Clark;  .  .  .  glover  —  copied  Glover;  Danill  Billings  Smith 
—  Daniel  Billings,  "  ye  blacksinitli "  (mentioned  later)  ;  .  .  . 
and  Abigail  Ballard  ware  published  —  copied  Abigail  Ballard 
Ware ;  .  .  .  and  Hannah  Coles  Boath  of  .  .  .  —  copied  Han- 
nah Coles  Booth. 

Illustrations  without  number  could  be  presented,  but  the 
foregoing  should  be  sufficient  to  establish  the  fact  that  any 
general  copying  of  the  records,  excepting  under  expert  super- 
vision, would  be  worse  than  useless. 

Public  Kecord  Office. 

The  statute  requires  the  commissioner  to  report  *'such 
recommendations  and  suggestions  as  may  seem  important  for 
the  safety  and  benefit  "  of  the  records.  The  recommendation 
that  a  public  record  office  be  established  would  be  useless,  it 
being  such  a  radical  departure  from  present  methods,  and  one 
involving  so  much  first  cost,  but  as  the  absolute  safety  for,  and 
full  benefit  of,  the  public  records  cannot  be  secured  without  it, 
the  suo^oestion  is  made  that  some  investi station  be  instituted 
to  ascertain  the  sentiment  in  the  cities  and  towns  regarding  the 
depositing  of  their  early  records,  to  a  date  to  be  determined, 
in  such  an  office.  If  the  prevailing  sentiment  were  against  it 
further  pursuit  of  the  subject  would  be  useless ;  otherwise  the 
matter  might  receive  serious  consideration. 

Existing  conditions  are  in  general  as  follows,  although  some 
of  the  cities  and  towns  are  giving  their  records  proper  care. 
All  the  cities  and  towns  now  have  safes  or  vaults.  If  safes 
they  are  sufficient  for  the  more  important  records,  but  not  for 
minor  ones,  nor  for  the  files  that  are  required  to  be  preserved. 
Moreover,  a  safe  wdiich  the  commissioner  finds,  at  the  time  of 
inspection,  sufficient  security  for  the  records  in  the  building 
where  it  then  is,  may  almost  immediately  be  moved  into 
another,  the  burning  of  which  Avould  probably  damage,  if  not 
destroy,  the  records. 

If  a  vault  has  been  built  either  a  part  or  all  of  the  records 
are  in  it,  according  to  its  location.  If  located  conveniently  for 
the  clerk  and  most  of  the  town  officers  it  will  contain  all  the 
records,  otherwise  the  records  arc  in  various  places.  If  the 
clerk  has  office  hours,  and  the  care  of  the  vault,  it  is  opened 
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daily,  and  is  therefore  dry,  Tmt  as  a  rule  the  vaults  are  not 
opened  oftcner  than  weekly,  when  the  selectmen  meet,  and  in 
some  to^wns  they  are  never  opened  except  when  something 
therein  is  wanted,  or  more  likely  something  is  to  be  stored 
there.  The  consequence  is  that  most  of  the  vaults  are  damp, 
and  in  many  the  mould  is  thick  and  bindings  are  dropping  off. 
In  many,  the  Massachusetts  Term  Keports  and  the  series  of 
Public  Documents  have  been  stored,  when  they  absorb  mois- 
ture, making  it  impossible  to  dry  the  vaults.     (The  word 

stored"  is  used  advisedly,  as  they  are  usually  piled  in  with- 
out regard  to  arrangement,  and  it  is  universal  testimony  that 
they  are  never  consulted.)  The  suggestion  is  always  made 
that  they  be  taken  out.  Trunks  and  chests  filled  with  ancient 
files,  and  sometimes  containing  records  su])posed  to  be  lost, 
are  found  in  the  vaults,  the  papers  in  the  bottoms  having 
decayed  from  dampness. 

The  earliest  volumes  of  the  records  contain  everything 
which  was  to  be  made  a  matter  of  record, — town  meetings, 
births,  marriages,  deaths,  ear  marks,  valuation  lists,  stray 
beasts,  etc.  These  are  not  indexed,  making  them  of  little 
value  for  reference  in  their  present  condition.  If  copies  have 
been  made,  they  are,  as  has  been  more  fully  set  forth,  more 
than  likely  to  be  inaccurate.  Bindings  are  poor  and  rapidly 
growing  worse. 

The  records  are  not,  as  required  by  the  statute,  open  to  the 
public  and  convenient  for  examination  and  reference.  The 
clerks  are  not  properly  compensated  by  the  town  for  the  care 
of  them,  some  receiving  nothing,  some  charging  a  rate  by  the 
day  or  hour  for  the  time  spent  in  making  the  record,  and  some 
having  a  salary,  but  none  but  the  very  few  who,  usually  holding 
some  other  town  office,  keep  office  hours,  are  paid  enough 
to  make  it  reasonable  to  expect  them  to  take  time  from  their 
main  occupations  to  give  to  persons  desiring  to  consult  the 
records.  The  town  will  not  vote  a  sufficient  amount  to  main- 
tain a  town  office,  the  citizens  accommodating  themselves  to 
circumstances  when  having  occasion  to  consult  the  chn  ks  or  the 
record,  and  not  deeming  it  necessary  or  equitable  to  i)ay  for 
the  accommodation  of  others.  Perhaps  it  is  nearer  the  fact  to 
say  that  the  citizens  know  and  care  little  about  the  records, 
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but  know  that  the  clerk  never  has  been  paid  but  a  paltry  sum 
under  the  lax  system  which  has  prevailed,  and  do  not  know 
that  every  year  more  and  more  is  required  of  him  for  Avhich  he 
should  be  paid. 

No  fees  are  prescribed  or  can  be  demanded  for  consulting 
the  records,  which,  however,  must  be  done  under  the  su})or- 
vision  of  the  clerk,  who  is  liable  to  a  penalty  for  allowing  it  to 
be  done  otherwise.  Reasonable  fees  for  copies  can  be  charged, 
but  the  time  spent  in  searching  unindexed,  mutilated,  and  al- 
most illegible  records  in  order  to  make  copies  must  be  so  long 
that  an  estimate  of  the  cost  discourages  the  inquirer,  v/ho  makes 
his  own  search,  taking  the  clerk's  time  without  compensation  ; 
or  if  a  cop3^  is  sent  with  a  reasonable  charge  no  fee  is  remitted. 

In  a  public  record  office  all  these  conditions  would  be 
changed.  The  building  would  be  absolutely  fireproof,  and 
under  proper  rules  lire  within  would  be  an  impossibility. 
Decay  of  the  records  would  cease,  and  all  mutilated  ones  Avould 
be  bound  on  the  premises.  Eecords  and  papers  would  be  as- 
sorted and  classified  and  indexes  made.  Copying  would  be 
done  by  experts  and  properly  attested,  and  printing  could  ])e 
properly  supervised. 

With  this  accomplished  the  records  would  for  the  first  time 
be  available,  and  a  particular  record  pertaining  to  any  person, 
or  any  matter,  in  any  part  of  the  State,  could  be  seen,  or  an 
attested  copy  easily  procured  for  a  small  fee.  Long  journeys 
to  find  what  does  not  exist,  or  is  recorded  elsewhere,  need  no 
longer  be  made. 

A  large  majority  of  the  people  have  little  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  records,  thinking  their  protection  is  for  the  satis- 
faction of  persons  interested  in  genealogy.  As  it  has  seemed 
necessary  to  require  since  1639  a  record  to  be  kept  of  every 
birth,  marriage,  and  death,  it  would  seem  equally  necessary 
that  the  record  be  preserved.  But  granting  that  these  records 
are  only  for  the  gratification  of  a  few,  there  are  matters  of  all 
sorts  recorded  in  the  records  of  the  towns  which  aflcct  the 
rights  of  individuals,  corporations,  towns,  cities,  counties,  and 
the  State.  Town  l)oundaries ;  locations  of  highways ;  allot- 
ments of  land  to  [)roprictors  which  have  descended  to  heirs, 
without  deeding  or  record  of  transfer  ;  rights  of  way  ;  ri[)urian 


I 


14 


PUBLIC  EECOEDS. 


[Jan. 


rights ;  parish  rights,  and  duties  to  the  town  ;  pauper  settle- 
ments ;  and  many  other  matters  recorded  arc  sii])jects  of  costly 
litigationj  which  could  be  easily  and  amicably  settled. 

The  cost  to  the  towns  and  the  State  of  deciding  pauper  set- 
tlements is  a  considerable  annual  sum.  Towns  attempt  to  fix 
the  support  of  paupers  on  cacli  other,  or  combine  to  fix  it  upon 
the  State.  Much  of  this  cost  could  be  saved  if  the  records 
were  accessible  and  indexed,  as  the  same  quarrels  have  been 
fought  out  with  other  boards  of  overseers,  and  settlements  le- 
gally established.  Under  present  conditions  no  one  knows 
whether  a  record  exists  or  where  it  can  be  found,  but  if,  acting 
on  assumption,  search  hi  the  dilapidated,  unindexed  records  is 
attempted,  it  is  long  and  expensive. 

Some  plan  for  relieving  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  of  the 
accumulation  of  papers  must  be  formulated  before  many  years, 
but  the  destruction  of  papers  should  be  carefully  supervised. 
In  the  towns  there  are  many  important  reports  among  the  files, 
often  accompanied  with  plans,  which  are  only  briefly  alluded 
to  in  the  records,  and  constitute  the  only  record.  There  are 
also  papers  not  actually  part  of  the  files,  and  which  the  town  is 
not  required  to  keep,  part  of  which  are  of  general  interest  and 
would  contribute  to  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth.  These 
could  be  properly  .examined  in  a  public  record  office,  and 
either  their  destruction  ordered,  or  preservation  secured,  under 
some  such  system  as  prevails  in  the  English  P.ublic  Record 
Office. 

A  national  public  record  office  has  been  advised  by  the  sec- 
retaries of  some  of  the  departments  at  Washington,  and  has  the 
approval  of  leading  members  of  Congress.  The  suggestion  is 
each  year  more  and  more  frequently  made,  both  in  public  and 
to  the  commissioner,  that  such  an  office  be  established  in  this 
State,  otherwise  the  subject  would  not  have  been  treated  at 
such  length. 

EErOIlTS  OF  THE  COMiAlISSIONEU. 

An  increase  of  five  hundred  copies  in  the  number  of  the 
annual  reports  is  rcconnnendcd.  In  view  of  the  apparently 
proper  desire  to  reduce  the  amount  of  i)ublic  printing  this  rec- 
ommendation is  made  with  some  hesitancy,  but  the  increased 
number  is  necessary  to  sup[)ly  the  demand  of  many  of  the  rc- 
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cording  ofBccrs,  and  to  furnish  copies  to  others  who  wookl  be 
much  better  informed  in  regard  to  the  law  and  their  duties  if 
they  had  them  at  hand. 

Printing. 

The  following  volumes  of  town  records  have  been  i)u])lished 
during  the  year  :  — 

Cambridge.  The  Records  of  the  Town  of  Cambridge  (formerly 
Newtowne),  Massachusetts,  1G30-1703.  The  Records  of  the  Town 
Meeting,  and  of  the  Selectmen,  comprising  all  of  the  First  Volume  of 
Records,  and  being  Volume  II.  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town. 
Printed  by  order  of  the  city  council  under  the  direction  of  the  city 
clerk.    Cambridge,  1901. 

FiTcniiUKG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massa- 
chusetts. A  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  records  contained  in  A'olume 
III.,  pages  1  to  270,  inclusive,  being  Volume  Four  of  the  printed 
records  of  the  town.  Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  City  Clerk. 
Fitchburg,  1901. 

Watektown.  AVatertown  Records,  comprising  the  Third  Book  of 
Town  Proceedings  and  the  Second  Book  of  Births,  Marriages,  and 
Deaths  to  the  end  of  1737,  also  Plan  and  Register  of  Burials  in 
Arlington  Street  Burying  Ground.  Prepared  for  publication  by  the 
Historical  Society.    Watertown,  Mass.,  1900. 

Weston.  Town  of  Weston.  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages, 
1707-1850.  1703  —Gravestones  — 1900.  Church  Records,  1709- 
1825.  Appendix  and  Addenda,  Cent  Society,  Gleanings  from  the 
Town  Files,  Bits  of  Genealogy,  Errors,  Indexes,  etc.  Edited  by 
Mary  Frances  Peirce.    Boston,  1901. 

ROBERT  T.  SWAX, 

Commissioner. 
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.  :     ^  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 

•     .  -  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  IIK)."!. 

To  ike  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentaiives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eleventh  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  lifteenth  in  the  series  of  rei)orts  on  the 
public  records. 

The  AVokk  of  the  Co]\oiission. 

The  existence  of  this  commission  is  probably  unknown  to  a 
greater  part  of  the  persons  in  the  Commonwealth  who  consider 
themselves  well  informed  upon  public  matters,  and  a  greater 
part  of  those  who  do  know  of  it  have  little  idea  of  its  work. 

Many  seem  to  consider  it  a  bureau  of  information  concerning 
all  affairs  of  the  State,  the  counties,  cities,  towns,  and  churches 
which  ^vould  be  matters  of  record.  This  is  shown  by  the 
constant  requests  for  information  to  be  obtained  from  the  sev- 
eral State  or  city  departments,  or  from  the  town  or  church 
clerks,  to  whom  the  conmiissioncr  must  refer  the  inquirers. 
Others  suppose  it  to  be  a  depository  of  records,  of  which 
copies  are  asked  for.  Others,  better  informed  as  to  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  duties  of  the  commissioner,  overestimate 
his  authority,  and  enter  com[)laints  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
records  are  written,  or  of  the  neglect  to  keep  sufficient  records, 
or  of  the  general  work  of  the  recording  officers,  remedies  for 
which  lie  with  the  people  electing  the  officers. 

Many  of  the  i-ecording  officers,  too,  especially  new  town 
clerks  in  towns  which  frequently  change  their  clerks,  and  many 
of  the  clerks  of  the  separate  boards,  know  little  of  the  commis- 
sioner, or  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  records.  It  seems  well, 
therefore,  to  briefly  set  forth  the  work  of  the  commissioner, 
and  as  the  acts  concerning  the  public  records,  passed  chiefly 
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at  the  suggestion  of  the  coniniissiouer,  are  now  consolidated 
in  the  Eevised  Laws,  it  is  an  opportune  time  to  do  so. 

The  statute  provides  that  the  commissionei-  "  shall  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  put  the  records  of  the  counties,  cities, 
towns,  churches,  parishes  or  religious  societies  in  the  custody 
and  condition  required  hy  law  and  to  secure  their  preserva- 
tion."   (E.  L.,  c.  35,  §  3.) 

While  the  statutes  assume  that  incoi'porated  churches,  par- 
ishes, and  religious  societies  shall  keep  records,  and  they 
undouhtedly  all  do,  the  commissioner  has  not  considered  that 
he  has  supervision  of  such  until  an  organization  ceases  to  hold 
religious  meetings,  when  the  records  must  be  deposited  with 
the  city  or  town  clerk. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  custody  and  condition  of  the  records 
which  the  commissioner  is  to  see  enforced  are  as  follows  :  — 

Unless  a  contrary  intention  clearly  appears"  all  wi'itten  or 
printed  books,  papers,  maps,  or  [)lans,  on  which  entries  have 
been  made  or  are  required  to  be  made  by  a  public  officer,  or 
which  he  is  required  to  hie,  shall  l)e  included  in  the  pul>lic 
records.  (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  5.)  Printed  books"  does  not 
include,  as  has  been  sometimes  thought,  public  documents,  and 
printed  matter  sent  by  authority  of  law  to  the  cities  and  towns, 
for  which  li reproof  provision  is  not  required,  but  printed 
books  such  as  may  be  found  in  some  cities  and  large  towns, 
duly  attested,  and  having  blank  leaves  or  wide  margins  for 
additional  records.) 

All  public  records  other  than  maps  or  plans  shall  be  upon 
paper  prescribed  by  law.     (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  (3.) 

The  commissioner  shall  contract  for  a  standard  ink  for  the 
public  records,  and  all  public  records  shall  be  written  there- 
with.    (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §§  7,  8.  ) 

No  typewriting  shall  be  done  upon  the  public  records  exce{)t 
with  ribbons  approved  by  the  commissioner.  (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  IK ) 

Every  board  or  commission  shall  have  its  clerk,  and  shall 
designate  a  person  or  persons  to  have  the  custody  of  its  records. 
Every  sole  officer  in  charge  of  a  department  shall  have  the  cus- 
tody of  its  records*  (R.  L.,c.35,§  11.)  (Until  recently  the 
city  or  town  clerk  was,  by  law,  custodian  of  all  the  records  of 
every  department, — an  absurd  provision,  which  was  utterly 
ignored.) 
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City  and  town  clerks  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  records  of 
proprietors  of  common  lands.  The  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  county,  city,  and  town  clerks  shall  respectively 
have  the  custody  of  all  records  whose  custody  is  not  provided 
for.    (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  12.) 

The  records  of  every  church,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  other  religious 
body,  which  shall  cease  to  hold  religious  meetings  for  two 
years,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  city  or  town  clerk.  (R.  L., 
c.  35,  §  13.) 

All  papers  comprising  part  of  the  public  records  bearing  date 
earlier  than  the  year  1800,  all  record  books,  and  certain  speci- 
fied unrecorded  papers  shall  be  permanently  preserved,  and  all 
other  papers  belonging  to  the  files  shall  be  preserved  for  seven 
years.    (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  14.) 

Every  person  having  the  custody  of  public  records  which  are 
becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or  illegible  shall  have  them  copied 
and  repaired,  rebound,  or  renovated,  and  for  the  repairing, 
rebinding,  and  renovating  may  place  them  in  the  custody  of  the 
commissioner.     (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  16.) 

Officers  or  boards  in  charge  of  a  State  department,  county 
commissioners,  city  councils,  and  selectmen  shall,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Connnonwealth,  county,  city,  or  town  respectively, 
provide  and  maintain  fireproof  rooms  fitted  with  non-comhusti- 
bie  material,  or  safes  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
records  of  their  department,  county,  city,  or  town.  The 
records  in  the  custody  of  teachers  of  the  public  schools  need 
not  be  so  provided  for.     (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  18.) 

All  such  records  shall  be  kept  in  the  rooms  in  which  they  are 
ordinarily  used.  AVhen  not  in  use  they  shall  be  kept  in  the 
fireproof  rooms,  vaults,  or  safes  provided  for  them.  (R.  L.„ 
c.  35,  §  19.) 

Whoever  is  entitled  by  law  to  the  custody  of  public  records 
shall  demand  them  from  any  person  in  whose  possession  they 
maybe,  and  he  shall  deliver  them  to  him.  .  (R.  L.,  c.  35, 
§  20.) 

Whoever  has  the  custody  of  any  public  •  records  shall,  u[)()n 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  ofiicc,  deliver  them  to  his  succes- 
sor, and  make  oath  that  he  has  so  delivered  them,  which  oath 
shall  be  recorded.     (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  21.) 
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Whoever  unlawfully  keeps  possession  of  any  pul)lic  records, 
or  removes,  alters,  defaces,  mutilates,  or  destroys  any  such 
records,  shall  be  punished  .by  a  tine  of  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  five  hundred  dollars.  Any  public  oHicor  who  re- 
fuses or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty  required  of  him  pertain- 
ing to  the  public  records  shall  for  each  month  of  refusal  or 
neglect  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  twenty  dollars. 
(R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  22.) 

The  work  of  the  commissioner  is,  therefore,  primarily  to 
exercise  a  supervision  of  the  records,  and  see  that  the  require- 
ments above  set  forth  are  complied  with.  But  the  compulsory 
part  of  the  work  has  been  but  a  small  part  of  it.  The  record- 
ing officers,  who  at  first  were  inclined  to  look  upon,  the  office 
of  commissioner  as  a  useless  one,  soon  changed  their  minds, 
and  are  now  constantly  asking  assistance.  Local  diflcrcn(;cs  in 
matters  p/crtaining  to  the  custody  or  use  of  the  records  are 
referred  to  the  commissioner  for  adjustment ;  missing  records, 
which  the  clerks  cannot  aflbrd  time  or  money  to  trace  and 
recover,  are  traced  from  place  to  place,  sometimes  out  of  the 
State,  and  recovered.  Advice  upon  methods  is  asked,  and 
good  ones  noted  in  one  office  are  recommended  for  others ; 
requests  made  by  the  commissioner  are  complied  with,  which 
if  made  by  a  local  official  would  occasion  ill  feeling,  and  possi- 
bly cause  his  defeat  at  the  next  election  for  having  done  his 
duty ;  information  is  given  to  the  commissioner  which  would 
not  be  given  to  a  local  official,  and  records  and  papers  are 
secured.  Some  have  been  anonymously  returned  when  it  was 
learned  that  the  commissioner  was  searching  for  them. 

Prosecuting  for  non-compliance  with  the  law  is  a  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  commissioner,  but  no  prosecution  has  been  com- 
menced. A  few  threats  have  been  made  which  have  brought 
the  desired  results,  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  officials  to  act 
sooner  having  been  on  the  ground  of  economy,  and  because  of 
a  hesitancy  to  act  without  the  approval  of  local  sentiment, 
which  is  generally  against  expenditure  of  money  for  the  beiiclit 
of  the  records.  When  the  responsibility  of  incurring  the  ex- 
pense can  be  put  upon  the  commissioner  action  is  taken. 
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General  Information  on  Kecords. 
The  following  information  concerning  records  has  not  l^cforc 
been  printed  :  — 

County  of  Barnstable. 

County  Couhts.    A  small  book  called   "  Docket,"  contnininp;  a 

List  of  Entries  "  from  177G  to  1786,  and  what  appears  to  be  the 
account  of  the  county  treasurer  from  1770  to  1785,  was  found  by  the 
commissioner  in  New  Hampsliire,  and  has  been  returned  to  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  courts. 

Eastham.  Five  volumes  of  the  early  records,  which  with  all 
records  to  the  time  of  setting  off  of  Orleans  in  1797  have  been  in 
Orleans,  have  been  bound  by  the  Emery  process,  and  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  Eastham,  as  required  by  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1902, 
as  soon  as  suitable  provision  is  made  for  their  care.  Several  volumes 
commeuced  as  Eastham  records  were  continued  as  Orleans  records, 
and  arrangement  must  be  made  for  dividing  them. 

Orleans.    See  Eastliam. 

Truro.  All  the  collectors  books  thought  to  be  in  existence  have 
been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

Alford.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under  the 
conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Clarksburg.  The  records  of  town  proceedings  from  1798  to 
1855,  which  had  been  considered  lost,  were  advertised  for  by  the 
commissioner  and  were  returned  to  the  town  clerk  in  two  volumes. 

Hinsdale.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Monterey.    See  Tyringham. 

Peru.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under  the 
conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Tyringham.  All  the  records  to  the  time  of  the  setting  off  of 
Monterey  in  1847  have  always  remained  in  Monterey.  These  have 
been  bound  by  the  Emery  process,  and  will  be  sent  to  Tyringham, 
as  required  by  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1902,  as  soon  as  the  new 
building  for  town  otllces  and  records  is  completed. 

County  of  Bristol. 
Registry  of  Deeds,  Northern  District.    Seven  volumes  of  the 
proprietors  records  of  Taunton  North  Purchase  and  one  volume  of 
those  of  the  South  Purchase  have  been  copied  for  the  registry  of 
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deeds.  Five  volumes  of  the  proprietors  records  of  Rehoboth  are  in 
process  of  copying. 

AcusHNET.  All  of  the  collectors  books  have  been  obtained  by  the 
town  clerk. 

DiGHTON.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  records  of  Taunton  South 
Purchase,  afterward  Dighton. 

Easton.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  records  of  Taunton  North  Pur- 
chase, afterward  Norton,  Easton,  and  Mansfield. 

Mansfield.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  records  of  Taunton  North 
Purchase,  afterward  Norton,  Easton,  and  Mansfield. 

Norton.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  records  of  Taunton  North 
Purchase,  afterward  Norton,  Easton,  and  Mansfield. 

Rehoboth.    See  registry  of  deeds  for  proprietors  records. 

Comity  of  Essex. 

SuPERiOK  Court.  A  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in 
Amesbury,  Exeter,  Hampton,  Haverhill,  and  Salisbury,  from  1670 
to  1747,  formerly  belonging  to  the  old  county  of  Norfolk,  has  been 
placed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  in  accordance  with  chap- 
ter 311  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

A  volume  of  returns  to  tlie  early  courts,  originally  containing, 
according  to  the  title-page,  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  Salem, 
Lynn,  Gloucester,  and  AYenham,  from  1637  to  1714,  but  having  the 
Wenham  record  torn  out,  has  been  placed  in  the  otfice  of  the  clerk  of 
the  courts  by  the  city  clerk  of  Salem,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Amesbury.    See  superior  court. 

Beverly.    See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Salem  records. 

Bradford.  All  of  the  records  were  transferred  to  their  respective 
departments  in  Haverhill  upon  annexation  of  the  town.  The  vault  at 
Bradford  is  used  for  storage  of  papers  not  needed  at  hand  at  the  city 
hall  in  Haverhill. 

.  Danvers.    See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Salem  records. 

Essex.  Copies  of  births,  baptisms,  marriages,  publishments,  and 
deaths  in  the  old  church  records  have  been  made  in  alphabetical  and 
chronological  order  for  tlie  town. 

Gloucester.  Tlie  first  and  second  volumes  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  of  which  copies  only  were  in  the  city  clerk's  office,  were 
found  in  a  vault  in  tlie  city  hall.     See,  also,  superior  court. 

Haverhill.    See  su[)crior  court. 

Ipswich.  The  parish  records  of  the  Second  Parish  in  Chebacco 
has  marriage  intentions  from  1707  to  1725  inclusive,  and  many  mar- 
riages and  some  births  and  deaths  earlier. 
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Lynn.    See  superior  court. 

Lynnfield.  The  records  of  the  North-west  Precinct  in  Lynn, 
from  Jan.  16,  1711,  to  Jan.  31,  1752,  were  delivered  to  the  commis- 
sioner and  deposited  with  the  town  clerk.  See,  also,  superior  court 
for  ancient  records  in  Lynn  records. 

Manchester.  See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Salem 
ecords. 

Merrimac.  See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Amesbury 
and  Salisbury  records. 

Methuen.  See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Haverhill 
records. 

MiDDLETON.  See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Salem 
records. 

Nahant.    See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Lynn  records. 
Peabody.    See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Salem  records. 
RocKPORT.    See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Gloucester 
records. 

Salem.    See  superior  court. 
Salisbury.    See  superior  court. 

Sadgus.    See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Lynn  records. 
SwAMPSCOTT.    See  superior  court  for  ancient  records  in  Lynn 
records. 

TopSFiELD.  The  record  of  town  proceedings  from  1650  to  1697 
inclusive,  of  baptisms  from  1727  to  1841  inclusive,  and  of  deaths 
from  1658  to  1800  inclusive,  have  been  printed  in  the  Topsfield  His- 
torical Society  collection,  and  the  record  of  baptisms  from  1688  to 
1725  inclusive  in  the  Essex  Institute  collection. 

Wenham.  See  superior  court  for  information  concerning  missing 
records. 

County  of  FranJdin. 
Deerfield.    a  small  book  of  twenty  pages,  containing  the  records 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  East  Mountain  Division,  dated  1740,  was 
found  by  the  commissioner  among  so-called  rubbish  in  the  town 
building. 

Erving.  The  first  volume  of  records  is  the  general  record  of 
Erving's  Grant,  from  December  16,  1815  to  April  2,  1838.  (The 
town  was  established  April  17,  1838.)  This  volume  contains  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  arranged  by  families,  from  1804  to  1843. 

New  Salem.  Missing  collectors  books  for  fifteen  years  have  been 
obtained  by  tlic  town  cleik. 

Nortiifield.  Collectors  books  for  1861,  1862,  1863,  1865  to 
1869,  1873,  1876,  1878,  1879,  1880,  1881,  1884,  1890,  1891  and 
from  1893  have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 
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County  of  Hampden. 
Montgomery".    The  vital  statistics  to  1850  iiave  been  printed  under 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Enfield.  The  collectors  books  for  1885  and  from  1888  to  1894 
have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

Granby.  The  collectors  books  from  1890  to  1894  have  been 
obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

Peliiam.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under  the 
conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

HoPKiNTON.  The  collectors  books  from  1846,  excepting  for  1865 
and  1868,  have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

Medford.  Tlie  town  records  beginning  with  the  year  1673  have 
been  indexed.  A  card  index  has  been  constructed  of  the  record  of 
every  birth,  intention  of  marriage,  marriage,  and  death,  which  includes 
also  a  reference  to  every  baptism  and  marriage  on  the  records  of 
the  First  Parish,  beginning  in  1712,  to  the  inscriptions  on  grave- 
stones in  the  old  cemeteries,  and  to  records  from  private  sources, 
such  as  family  Bibles  and  genealogies.  There  are  also  card  indexes 
of  the  record  of  persons  warned  out  of  town  under  the  ancient 
custom,  and  of  all  who  were  assessed  previous  to  1782.  A  copy 
has  been  made  and  indexed  of  the  inscription  on  every  gravestone  in 
the  two  oldest  cemeteries. 

Sudbury.  An  attempt  to  find  some  missing  leaves  of  an  ancient 
volume  brought  to  light  in  private  possession  some  valuable  records 
and  a  quantity  of  ancient  papers,  some  of  unusual  historical  value, 
which  have  been  bound  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Winchester.  The  collectors  books  from  1862  have  all  been 
obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

County  of  Norfolk. 
Milton.    The  collectors  books  from  1842  to  1852  and  from  1856 
to  1887  were  found  by  the  commissioner  among  papers  considered 
worthless. 
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County  of  Norfolk  {Old). 
A  volume  belonging  to  the  early  courts,  containing  birtbs,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  in  Amesbury,  Exeter,  Hampton,  Haverhill,  and 
Salisbury,  from  1670  to  1747,  and  a  record  of  deeds  in  1691  and 
1692,  has  been  placed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  in 
Essex  County,  in  accordance  with  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

County  of  Plymouth. 
Registry  of  Deeds.  .Four  dilapidated  volumes  of  the  records  of 
the  proprietors  of  Rochester  have  been  bound  by  the  Emerj^  process 
and  placed  in  the  registry  in  accordance  with  chapter  60  of  tlic 
Resolves  of  1902.  About  800  plans  of  the  lands  recorded  in  these 
volumes,  each  endorsed  with  reference  to  book  and  page,  have  been 
bound  in  five  volumes  and  placed  in  the  registry.  (The  transition  of 
these  plans  from  a  mass  of  neglected,  mice-eaten  papers  in  an  okl 
school-house  to  their  present  condition  and  custody  is  worthy  of 
note.) 

Marion.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans  con- 
cerning Marion. 

MATTAroiSETT.  Scc  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans 
concerning  Mattapoisett. 

Rochester.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans 
concerning  Rochester. 

Wareiiam.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans 
concerning  part  of  Wareham. 

County  of  Suffolk. 

Boston.  The  report  of  the  city  registrar  for  1900  has  a  catalogue 
of  all  the  records  in  that  office,  all  of  which  are  now  accessible. 

WiNTiiROP.  The  collectors  booi^s  of  North  Chelsea  for  1847, 
1848,  and  1849  have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

County  of  Worcester, 

Barre.  The  collectors  books  for  1861,  1862,  and  from  1880 
have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk.  All  older  ones  are  supposed 
to  have  been  destroyed. 

Clinton.  The  collectors  books  from  1878  to  1885,  excepting 
1882  and  1884,  were  found  by  tlie  commissioner  among  miscellaneous 
printed  matter  considered  wortliless. 

Dana.  The  collectors  books  from  1800  have  been  obtained  by 
the  town  clerk. 
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Grafton.  The  collectors  books  prior  to  1885,  and  for  1860  and 
1861,  were  burned.  The  town  clerk  has  obtained  all  others  except- 
ing for  1863. 

Princeton.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Upton.  The  collectors  books  from  1867,  excepting  1872,  1874, 
1875,  1876,  and  1880,  have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

Webster.  The  collectors  books  have  all  been  obtained  by  the 
town  clerk. 

Westborougii.  The  collectors  books  from  1869  have  been  ob- 
tained by  the  town  clerk. 

Collectors  Pecords. 
The  collectors  records,  always  spoken  of  as  the  collectors 
books,  have  an  importance  not  generally  considered.  As  has 
been  stated  in  previous  reports  these  may  become  of  great 
value  in  settling  pauper  claims,  and  the  cities  and  towns  having 
them  in  their  possession  may  have  a  great  advantage.  Their 
possession  has  proved  of  great  value  to  several  towns  where 
irregularities  in  the  accounts  had  been  suspected.  The  attempt 
should  be  made  in  all  the  towns  to  recover  such  as  are  missing. 

Assessors  Pecords. 
The  valuation  lists  and  papers  relating  to  assessment  have 
been  very  generally  neglected  in  the  cities  and  towns.  Their 
importance  in  establishing  the  identity  of  persons,  and  of  locat- 
ing them  at  stated  times,  is  not  appreciated.  Their  value  to 
the  State  in  determining  pauper  settlements  has  before  been  set 
forth,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  between  the 
towns  they  should  be  carefully  i)reserved  and  made  easily 
accessible. 

The  commissioner  has  found  these  lists  and  papers  in  un- 
usual and  obscure  phices,  their  existence  unknown  to  any  town 
officials,  many  of  them  being  on  the  premises  of  persons  long 
since  connected  with  town  ofHce. 

The  sworn  statements  of  individuals  which,  except  by  order 
of  the  court,  shall  be  open  to  only  the  assessors,  or  the  Tax 
Commissioner  and  his  deputy,  are  often  found  scattered  about 
as  worthless  papers,  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  one.  In 
many  towns  these  have  not  been  preserved,  although  since  the 
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passage  of  chapter  507  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  re-enacted  as 
R.  L.,  chapter  12,  section  44,  their  preservation  has  been 
required  until  the  Tax  Commissioner  orders  them  destroyed. 

The  following  valuation  lists  have  not  before  been  reported. 
Most  of  those  older  than  about  18 GO  have  been  discovered  by 
the  commissioner  among  collections  of  old  books  or  papers 
considered  of  no  particular  value. 

If  overseers  of  the  poor  will  consult  previous  reports  they 
may  gain  information  in  regard  to  the  lists  in  the  various  towns 
which  will  be  of  benefit  to  them  in  their  investigations. 

County  of  Barnstable. 
Falmouth,    .    .    From  1811  to  1821  inclusive  in  volumes ;  from  1826  to 
1833  inclusive  in  pamphlets,  and  from  1835. 

County  of  Berkshire. 
Cheshire,     .    .    For  1817  and  1819;  from  1821  to  1829  inclusive;  for 

1838;  from  1840  to  1812  inclusive;   from  1844  to 

1846  inclusive  ;  and  from  1853. 
Hancock,     .    .    From  1811.    All  earlier  were  undoubtedly  destroyed. 

County  of  Bristol. 

Somerset,    .    .    For  1793;  from  1797  to  1799  inclusive ;  for  1801,1808; 

from  1811  to  1822  inclusive;  for  1827,  1828,  1836, 
1838,  1842,  and  from  1854. 

County  of  Essex. 
Danvers,  .    .    .    Apparently  complete  from  176G. 

♦ 

County  of  Franklin. 
Deerfield,    .    .    Many  lists  in  rolls  and  sheets,  some  as  early  as  1770 

among  them.    From  1840  complete  in  book  form. 
Leyden,   .    .    .    From  1818  to  1855  inclusive  in  one  volume  :  from  1856  to 

1859  inclusive  in  pamphlets,  and  from  1860  in  books. 

County  of  Ilampdeii. 
Chester,  ...    For  1827,  and  from  1832  to  1840  inclusive. 

County  of  Middlesex. 
Holliston,    .    .    For  1764,  1767;  1770  to  1772  inclusive;  for  1775,1777, 
1779 ;  from  1782  to  1785  inclusive ;  and  from  1787. 
excepting  1818,  1825  and  1846. 
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County  of  Norfolk. 

Needham,  .  .  Lists  for  many  years,  beginning  in  1712,  are  in  the  first 
volume  of  general  records.  Those  for  1780,  1781, 
1790,  1795,  and  from  1797  to  1817  inclusive  are  in 
small  books;  from  1829  to  1849  inclusive  in  pam- 
phlets, and  from  1850  in  books. 

County  of  PlyynoiUh. 
Middleborough,    From  1780 to  1825  inclusive;  from  1830  to  1857  inclusive, 
and  from  1860. 

County  of  Worcester, 

Grafton,  .  .  .  From  1817  to  1823  inclusive.  All  prior  to  1832  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  destroyed. 

Leicester,  .  .  Lists  from  1729  to  1741  are  in  the  volumes  of  general 
records.  There  are  copies  of  the  lists  from  17GI  to 
1780  inclusive  ;  and  originals  from  1794. 

Leominster,.  .  From  1789  to  181G  inclusive  in  pamphlets;  from  1817  in 
books.  The  statement  has  been  made  in  the  press 
that  the  records  prior  to  1817  were  missing. 

Spencer,  .  .  .  For  1793  and  1798,  and  for  parts  of  the  town  for  1806, 
1808,  1810,  and  1818  in  pamphlets,  the  lists  for  other 
parts  of  the  town  for  the  same  years  being  in  a 
bound  collection. 


Church  Records. 

Since  the  printing  in  the  tenth  report  of  the  information 
concerning  churches,  parishes,  precincts,  and  religious  socie- 
ties, past  and  present,  some  changes  have  taken  place  afi'ecting 
the  records  of  the  same,  and  information  concerning  other 
similar  records  has  been  obtained. 

Much  attention  is  given  by  the  commissioner  to  the  obtain- 
ing of  records  of  extinct  churches,  and  some  of  the  city  and 
town  clerks  have  succeeded  in  recovering  records  which  have 
been  missing  for  many  years.  Some  of  these  have  been  held 
by  persons  who  looked  upon  them  as  a  curiosity,  but  have 
willingly  surrendered  them  when  shown  their  value  to  the 
public. 

The  church  records,  especially  those. older  than  about  1843, 
the  tnne  when  registration  of  vital  statistics  commenced  to  be 
supervised  by  the  State,  are  likely  to  contain  many  entries  not 
found  in  the  town  records,  and  are,  therefore,  valuable.  Per- 
sons having  knowledge  of  records  of  extinct  churches  are 
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urgently  requested  to  communicate  it  to  the  commissioner,  by 
whom  it  will  be  treated  as  confidential. 

The  following  information  has  not  before  been  printed  :  — 

AsHFiELD.  The  records  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  in  existence 
from  1765  to  1849,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Barke.  The  records  of  the  First  Uiiiversalist  Society  are  in  the 
custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Blandfori).  The  records  of  the  North  Blandford  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  are  in  the  possession  of  the  town  clerk. 

Boston  (Dorchester).  GUI  papers  of  the  First  Parish  in  Dor- 
chester show  withdrawals  about  1830  to  the  "First  Uuiversalist 
Society  in  Dorchester,"  which  would  iudicate  that  the  Uuiversalist 
Church  in  Dorchester  organized  about  that  time,  of  which  no  records 
are  knowni  to  exist,  was  known  by  that  name. 

Carver.  The  records  of  the  South  Carver  Reformed  Methodist 
Church  are  in  possession  of  the  town  clerk. 

Dover.  The  Springfield  Baptist  Church  has  discontinued  services, 
and  the  records  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Eastham.  The  records  of  the  "South  Precinct  in  Eastham " 
(which  was  the  parish  connected  w'ith  the  South  Church  in  Eastham, 
now  the  Congregational  Church  in  Orleans)  from  1731  to  1761  are 
in  a  volume  called  "  10"  of  the  Eastham  records,  and  those  from 
1765  to  1772  are  in  a  volume  called  "  Deaths." 

Eastok.  a  Baptist  Church  organized  between  March  and  July, 
1762,  and  dissolved  about  1790.  A  Presbyterian  Society  now  ex- 
tinct organized  in  1752. 

Fairhavex.  The  "  First  Congregational  Society  in  Fairhaven," 
-incorporated  March  17,  1845,  has  dissolved  and  conveyed  its  prop- 
erty to  the  "First  Congregational  Church  of  Fairhaven,  Massachu- 
setts," incorporated  Aug.  22,  1895. 

Hamilton.  A  Uuiversalist  Society  w^as  at  some  time  in  existence 
in  Hamilton,  but  no  further  information  in  regard  to  it  has  been 
obtained. 

Medford.  The  records  of  the  Second  Congregationnl  Church,  in 
existence  from  1822  to  1875,  and  of  the  Second  Congregational  So- 
ciety in  Medford,  incorporated  Feb.  21,  1824,  which  united  with  the 
Mystic  Church  and  Society,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  city  clerk. 

New  Bedford.  The  records  of  the  Pacific  Congregational  Church, 
in  existence  from  1841  to  1<S78,  ore  in  the  custody  of  the  city  clerk. 

Orleans.    See  Eastham. 

PiTTSKiELD.    The  records  of  the  Union  Parish,  incorporated  Feb. 
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27,  1809,  are  iu  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  First  Parish.  (The 
act  of  incorporation  was  repealed  Jiiue  IG,  1817,  by  an  act  which 
said  the  Union  Parish  and  the  First  Parish  shall  and  ma?/ unite, 
and  shall  have  power  and  be  held  as  a  town  or  parish"  for  public 
worship.) 

Princeton.  The  First  Parish  in  Princeton  has  dissolved,  and  the 
records  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

RowE.  The  records  of  the  Evangelical  Society  iii  Rowc  (Second 
Congregational  Church)  from  December,  1833,  to  April,  18i)3,  are  iu 
the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Shrewsbury.  The  records  of  the  First  Restoration  Society  are  in 
the  custody  of  the  town  clerk.  These  were  discovered  among  a  mis- 
cellaneous lot  of  articles  bought  at  auction. 

Ware.  The  records  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Ware,  formerly  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Hardwick,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town 
clerk. 

West  Newbury.  The  West  Newbury  Baptist  Church  has  discon- 
tinued services,  and  the  records  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

WiNTiiROP.  The  "First  Congregational  Society  in  Winthrop" 
reported  in  the  tenth  report  as  incorporated  Jan.  31,  1800,  was  then 
in  the  Winthrop  since  in  Maine. 

WoBURN.  The  records  of  the  East  Woburn  Parish  of  the  New 
Jerusalem  (New  Jerusalem  Church,  North  Woburn)  are  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  city  clerk. 

The  records  of  the  Second  Universal ist  Church  in  Woburn  were 
deposited  with  the  city  clerk  in  1850,  but  now  cannot  be  found. 

Wrentiiam.  The  records  of  the  church  in  Wrentham  (First  Con- 
gregational) from  1785  to  1843,  which  have  been  missing  for  fifty 
years,  were  found  in  a  dark  closet  over  a  grocery  store.  The  earliest 
records,  from  1602  to  1699,  were  burned,  and  those  from  1700  to 
1784  were  found  several  years  ago. 

Fires. 

The  burning  of  buildings  containing  puljlic  records,  chiefly 
town  halls,  continues.  The  fires  are  apt  to  follow  an  evening 
gathering  —  a  caucus,  dance,  fair,  supper,  or  theatrical  enter- 
tainment—  as  a  result  of  carelessness  connected  therewith, 
and  as  very  many  of  the  small  towns  have  no  methods  for 
extinguishing  fire,  one  started  after  a  hall  is  closed  for  the 
night  results  in  total  destruction.  The  commissioner  in  his 
visits  of  inspection  has  visited  halls  soon  after  some  of  these 
gatherings,  where  the  reckless  disposition  of  cigar  stumps," 
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matches,  candles,  decorations,  scenery,  and  costumes,  and  the 
presence  of  empty  flasks,  have  made  it  seem  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  good  hick  that  the  hall  was  not  a  heap  of  ashes  with  a 
safe  in  their  midst. 

This  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  except  in  large  towns, 
where*  offices  in  the  town  hall  are  occupied  during  the  da}^  and 

^  there  is  some  one  present  to  detect  a  fire,  it  would  be  better  to 
avoid  the  risk  to  the  records,  and  use  the  town  hall  for  hall 

'purposes,  having  the  town  offices  and  the  records  in  especially 
constructed  detached  buildings.  These  could  be  small,  prefer- 
ably of  brick  or  stone,  with  connnodious  vaults,  built  for  less 
than  a  sufficient  number  of  safes  would  cost.  If,  however, 
they  were  wooden  buildings  containing  safes,  sufficient  heat 
would  not  be  generated  in  case  of  fire  to  injure  the  contents  of 
a  good  safe. 

In  nearly  every  case  of  the  burning  of  a  building  containing 
town  records,  the  newspapers  have  published  the  statement, 
sent  under  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  that  all  the  records 
were  destroyed.  (As  these  words 'were  being  written  large 
headlines  announced  the  burning  of  all  the  records  of  the  city 
of  Marlborough,  when  the  truth  is  that  no  records  were 
burned,)  These  statements  are  denied  by  the  conunissioner 
at  the  time,  but  the  contradictions  are  not  generally  seen,  as  is 
shown  by  communications  later  received  referring  to  the  l^urn- 
ing  of  certain  records. 

Since  the  estahlUhment  of  the  commission  no  town  has  lost  all 
of  its  records,  and  as  far  as  can  he  ascertained,  vntit  the  excep- 
tion of  two  volumes  burned  in  Hull,  no  records  have  been  burned 
for  v)hich  substitutes  cannot  be  obtained.  In  several  cases  many 
if  not  all  of  the  records  ivould  have  been  destroyed  if  the  fires 
had  occurred  before  the  commissioner  required  better  provision, 
for  their  safety. 

This  being  the  fact,  it  may  occur  to  some  to  ask  why,  if 
the  records  are  now  so  apparently  safe,  there  is  need  of  con- 
stant urging  on  the  part  of  the  connnissionor  for  better  protec- 
tion. The  reply  is  that  in  many  of  the  fires  which  have 
occurred  —  and  in  a  very  great  man}'  of  the  towns  similar  fires' 
are  almost  sure  sooner  or  later  to  occur  —  records  have  been 
damaged,  and  under  but  slightly  difi'erent  conditions  would  have 
been  destroyed.     Leath(»r  bindings  of  volumes  in  safes  AvhicU 
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have  been  exposed  to  severe  heat  have  melted  off,  the  inched 
leather  and  glue  sometimes  injuring  the  leaves ;  original 
records  have  l)een  wel,  making  copying  necessary;  and  valu- 
able copies  have  been  wet  and  spoiled.  Records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  copies  of  which  have  been  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  which  can  ])e 
copied  from  those  copies,  have  in  two  instances  been  burned. 
(The  clerks  had  the  good  judgment  to  let  these,  of  which  there 
were  copies,  be  the  records  for  which  sufficient  safe  room  had 
not  been  provided.)  Some  files  of  papers  have  been  burned 
which  might  have  been  of  historical  interest. 

A  little  more  heat,  or  an  unlucky  fall  of  a  safe,  might  have 
destroyed  some  of  the  records  which  have  escaped,  and  it  is 
against  the  contingencies  which  may  happen  that  provision 
must  be  made.  Safes  which  the  commii^sioner  has  aj)proved  as 
sufficient  security  for  the  records  in  certain  buildings  have  later 
been  found  in  larger  buildings  whei'e  they  would  not  be,  and 
with  the  frequent  changes  in  town  clerics  these  removals  are 
likely  to  tahe  2}lace. 

A  list  of  the  fires  occurring  since  the  commissioner  com- 
menced his  visits  of  inspection,  with  the  results  pertaining  to 
the  public  records,  is  given  by  years. 

1890. 

Athol.  a  building  in  which  the  selectmen  had  an  office  on  the 
second  floor  was  badly  burned,  but  their  safe,  which  stood  in  an  outer 
corner  of  the  room  and  building,  did  not  fall,  and  was  uninjured, 
and  the  records  were  intact.  (Tliis  is  a  desirable  location  for  a  safe, 
for  in  case  of  the  partial  burning  such  a  corner  is  likely  to  be  saved.) 

Rockland.  The  town  olUce  was  burned  out.  No  records  were 
injured  excepting  some  collectors  books  and  some  unimportant  papers 
which  were  destroyed. 

1891. 

Hull.  A  summer  hotel,  occupied  only  by  the  town  clerk  at  the 
time,  was  destroyed.  Ten  volumes  were  burned,  but  only  two  were 
of  great  value,  —  the  record  of  town  meetings  from  187:)  to  189'2. 
Three  were  volumes  containing  vital  records  from  1843,  copies  of 
.which  are  in  the  ollice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealtii ;  three 
were  records  of  old  chattel  mortgages,  uuimpoi-tant  after  a  few  years; 
and  two  were  copies,  the  originiUs  of  which  were  elsewhere. 

Ohanc.k.  a  fire  in  the  clerk's  office  melted  the  leather  bindings  in 
bis  safe. 
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1893. 

BiLLKKiCA.  The  town  hall  was  totally  destroyecl.  The  newly 
coDstructed  vault  was  uninjured,  and  a  large  accumulation  of  papers, 
which  had  previousl}^  been  unprotected,  were  in  it  and  were  saved. 
The  records,  including  some  fine  recent  copies,  which  were  in  safes, 
were  wet  and  out  of  their  bindings,  all  modern  leather  bindings 
having  melted. 

1894. 

Masiipee.  The  clerk's  bouse  was  destroyed.  The  records  were 
removed  from  a  large  safe  (purchased  in  1889,  where  they  would 
have  been  safe)  and  were  uninjured. 

1895. 

l^uxr.iJRV.  The  almshouse  was  destroj^ed,  but  many  records  which 
had  been  kept  there  had  been  removed  to  a  new  vault  in  the  Wright 
Memorial  building. 

1896. 

Amesbury.    (See  also  1890.)    The  town  clerk's  store  was  burned, 
out.    The  records  formerly  kept  there  had  been  removed  to  a  vault 
in  the  Armory  building. 

AuBUKN.  A  church  containing  in  the  basement  the  town  hall  and 
public  library  was  destroyed,  but  all  records,  excepting  a  chest  of 
rather  unimportant  papers,  had  been  removed  to  a  safe  purchased  in 
1891,  and  placed  in  a  dwelling  on  a  lot  purchased  for  the  site  of  a 
town  hall,  since  erected. 

1897. 

Burlington.  (See  also  1902.)  The  historic  Sewall  house,  occu- 
pied by  the  town  clerk,  w^as  totally  destroyed.  The  leather  bindings 
of  the  records  in  a  small  safe  were  melted  off,,  but  all  the  records  and 
papers  formerly  unprotected  in  the  house  had  been  removed  to  a  large 
safe  procured  for  the  town  hall. 

HoLBROOK.  A  fire  in  the  town  hall  did  not  reach  the  town  office, 
where  the  records  were  kept. 

Marlborough.  (See  also  1902.)  The  block  where  the  town 
clerk  had  formerly  kept  the  records  was  burned,  but  they  had  been 
removed  to  the  town  hall. 

Revere.  The  town  hall  was  burned,  but  the  records,  which  were  in 
new  safes,  were  uninjured.  An  old  vault  in  the  basement,  which  was 
used  for  storage  of  unimportant  books  and  papers,  leaked  and  some 
of  the  contents  were  wet. 

1898. 

HoLLiSTOx.  The  block  in  wliich  the  treasurer  and  collector  had 
his  oflice  was  burned.  Only  his  current  records  were  there,  and  they 
were  removed. 
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TowNSENi).  A  fire  in  the  town  hall  did  not  reach  the  vault,  and 
no  records  were  removed  or  injured. 

189&. 

Amesbury.  (See  also  189G.)  A  large  fire  destroyed  the  Opera 
House  building,  a  room  in  which  was  used  by  the  town,  and  the  town 
clerk's  store  opposite.  A  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
for  1808,  a  copy  of  which  was  in  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  was  burned,  and  the  leather  bindings  of  the  records 
in  an  old  safe  in  the  Opera  House  building,  and  in  the  clerk's  own 
safe,  were  melted  off. 

Belchektown.  The  building  occupied  by  the  clerk  as  a  dwelling 
house  and  store  was  completely- destroyed.  The  leather  bindings 
were  melted  off  of  the  records  in  the  safe,  but  no  records  were  de- 
stroyed. 

1900. 

Enfield.  The  building  occupied  by  the  town  treasurer  was 
burned.  The  only  damage  to  the  records  was  to  the  binding  of  one 
book. 

FoxBOKOUGii.  The  town  hall  was  totally  destroyed.  The  records 
were  removed  from  the  vault,  but  the  other  contents  were  uninjured. 

Groveland.  The  block  containing  the  town  offices  was  destroyed. 
Safes  had  been  provided  for  all  the  records,  and  while  some  were  wet 
and  some  bindings  were  injured,  none  were  destroyed. 

HopKiNtON.  A  large  fire  destroyed  the  town  hall,  leaving  nothhig 
standing  but  the  vault.  The  contents  of  this  were  uninjured.  A 
safe  fortunately  fell  outside  the  foundation  wall  rather  than  into  the 
cellar,  and  its  contents  were  saved,  although  the  leather  bindings 
were  injured  and  some  papers  were  wet. 

MiDDLKFiELD.  The  towu  hall  was  totally  destroyed.  Some 
leather  bindings  were  melted  but  no  records  were  destroyed. 

Waruen.  The  brick  town  hall  was  badly  damaged.  The  records, 
which  were  in  an  old  vault,  were  uninjured.  A  fine  vault  just  com- 
pleted, but  not  regularly  put  in  use,  contained  a  few  papers,  formerly 
unprotected,  which  were  smoked,  as  the  outer  vault  door  was  not 
closed. 

WiLBKAiiAM.  A  wooden  block  containing  the  towu  office  was 
totally  destroyed.  A  small  old  safe  was  taken  out,  but  a  new  large 
one  was  ruiued.  The  leather  bindings  in  this  were  ruined  and  some 
of  the  records  were  wet. 

1901. 

Arlington.  A  fire  in  the  town  hall  was  confined  chiefly  to  the 
attic.  Some  records  found  there  by  the  commissioner  had  been 
removed  to  the  vault  some  time  previous. 
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1902. 

Brookfield.  The  town  hall  was  destroyed.  iNFost  of  the  records 
were  in  the  vault  and  were  uninjured.  A  safe  used  by  the  selectmen 
was  left  in  the  ruins  about  two  months,  the  contents  of  which  were 
wet  but  not  destroyed. 

Burlington.  (See  also  1897.)  The  town  hall  was  destroyed. 
Some  of  the  bindings  of  the  volumes  in  the  large  safe  were  melted 
but  no  records  were  destroyed. 

Marlborough.  (See  also  1891.)  The  city  hall  was  destroyed 
and  the  records  were  reported  to  have  been  burned.  The  clerks 
records  were  in  a  vault  attached  to  the  building.  This  was  previously 
found  to  have  settled,  leaving  a  slight  crack  against  the  building,  but 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  commissioner  the  defect  was  remedied,  and  the 
contents  of  the  vault  were  not  even  wet.  Tiie  records  of  the  other 
departments  in  safes  and  vaults  were  in  some  cases  slightly  wet. 

Yarmouth.  The  building  used  as  a  town  office  was  destroyed. 
Some  records  were  removed  from  the  vault  when  the  fire  commenced. 
It  was  then  closed  and  the  contents  were  uninjured. 

State  Standard  Ink, 
The  State  Standard"  ink  is  believed  to  be  generally  satis- 
factory to  those  who  exercise  care  in  its  use.  Occasional 
complaints  are  received,  two  objections  being  raised  to  the  ink. 
To  the  first,  that  it  corrodes  the  pens,  it  can  be  replied  that  all 
nut-gall  and  iron  inks  corrode  pens,  but  many  tests  made  by 
placing  steel  pens  in  vials  of  the  standard  ink,  and  in  various 
nut-gall  inks  which  have  l^een  on  the  market  for  years,  show 
neither  more  nor  less  perceptible  corrosion  in  one  ink  than 
in  another. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  corrosion  from  the  fugitive  inks  which 
have  been  put  upon  the  market  in  recent  years,  and  are  in  pop- 
ular use,  and  which  persons  take  as  their  standard  for  compari- 
son in  making  com})laints  of  corrosion.  It  was  probably  the 
corrosion  of  pens  when  nut-gall  and  iron  inks  were  the  only 
ones  made  which  led  to  the  making  of  gold  pens.  The  advice 
to  use  gold  pens  in  recording  offices  would  probaldy  seem  ex- 
travagant, l)ut  it  may  be  economy  to  do  so,  and  the  records 
may  be  safer  for  it. 

The  other  objection,  that  the  ink  is  too  heavy,  would  be 
raised  against  any  nut-gall  and  iron  ink  by  those  who  had  used 
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the  aniline  fluids,  nevertheless  tests  just  completed  show  that 
the  standard  ink  can  be  lighter,  Avith  more  of  the  characteristics 
of  the  fluids,"  without  endangering  the  })(U-nianency,  and  the 
change  will  be  made. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department  at  the  advice  of  its  chemists  has  adopted  a  stand- 
ard ink  made  after  the  fornuila  adopted  for  the  standard  for 
the  "  State  Standard  Ink,"  and  as  the  manufacturer  of  the 
**  State  Standard"  obtained  the  contract  for  the  Treasury 
Standard"  the  inks  are  identical. 

The  Treasury  Department  has  issued  rules  governing  the 
use  of  the  ink,  in  a  circular  which  is  here  printed.  It  con- 
firms, statements  made  from  time  to  time  in  regard  to  the 
**  State  Standard  "  ink,  and  lays  down  rules  which  should  be 
followed. 

Treasury  Standard  Lik  —  Hides  to  he  obserced  in,  its  Use  and  Care. 


To  Officers,  Clerks,  and  Employees  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  Treasury  Staudard  "  ink,  which  is  now  used  exclusively  in 
all  branches  of  the  Treasury  service,  is  made  according  to  a  formula 
approved  by  the  Department  after  mature  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  adoption  of  this  ink  was  found  necessary  for  the  perma- 
nency of  the  public  records.  In  order  to  secure  permanence,  an  ink  a 
trifle  heavier  than  the  ordinary  commercial  writing  fluids  is  necessary. 
A  heavy  body  in  ink  is  essential  to  permanence,  but  such  an  ink 
should  not  be  expected  to  flow  from  the  pen  as  freely  as  would  a 
lighter  and  more  ephemeral  fluid.  Corrosion  of  the  pen  is  also  to  be 
expected,  and  ought  to  be  guarded  against,  in  the  use  of  a  heavy, 
permanent  ink. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  in  the  use  of  the 
"  Treasury  Standard"  ink  tlie  following  rules  should  be  observed  :  — 

1.  Pens  should  be  kept  clean,  to  prevent  undue  corrosion  and 
fllling  up  of  the  points. 

2.  Inkstatuls  with  oi)en  wells  should  be  kept  closed  when  not  in  use, 
to  prevent  evaporation  and  the  consequent  excessive  thickening  of 
the  ink.  Such  inkstands  ought  mIso  to  be  cleaned  and  re(ill(!d  at 
intervals  of  about  a  week ;  but  the  ink  in  automatic  stands,  where 
the  wells  are  entirely  and  permanently  inclosed  and  removed  from 
atmospheric  intluences,  neeil  not  be  changed  so  frequently. 
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Department  Ciuculau  No.  0;5. 
Division  of  S.  P.,  and  B. 


Offick  of  the  Secrktaky, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  20,  1902. 
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3.  Water  or  other  diluting  nmttcr  must  not  be  added  to  the  ink 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  lluidity,  because  ink  so  thinned  loses 
in  permanency. 

The  observance  of  these  rules  will  insure  satisfaction  in  the  use  of 
this  ink. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  provisions  of  Department  Circulars 
Nos.  66  and  92  of  1891). 

M.  E.  AiLES, 

Assistant  Secretary/. 

There  are  many  persons  required  by  law  to  use  the  "  State 
Standard "  ink  who  do  not  do  so,  but  proof  of  it  Avould  1)e 
almost  impossible  to  obtain,  and  as  the  ink  is  used  on  the  more 
unimportant  records  no  prosecutions  have  l)een  attempted. 
Ignorance  of  the  law  as  to  Avhat  are  included  in  the  public 
records  is  res})onsible  for  part  of  the  neglect  to  use  it  by  some 
town  officers. 

Type wiiiTTEX  Eecords . 

The  use  of  the  typewriter  for  the  records  is  increasing,  and 
to  their  advantage  as  concerns  space  and  legibility.  Especially 
advantageous  is  it  in  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
for  proper  names  written  by  the  best  of  penmen  are  apt  to  be 
misread,  and  the  great  increase  in  foreign  names  with  their 
peculiar  spellings  makes  this  an  important  consideration. 

Further  tests  of  typewriting  done  with  the  authorized  ril)- 
bons  furnish  additiojial  evidence  of  the  permanency  of  the 
inks.  Sam[)]es  exposed  to  the  light  for  two  years  in  a  window 
with  a  southerly  exposure  show  no  signs  of  fading.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  that  if  the  recording  officers  comply  with  the 
law  in  the  use  of  ribbons  there  need  be  no  doubt  of  the  per- 
manency of  the  records. 

Binding. 

Binding  of  the  records  has  been  insisted  upon,  and  many 
have  been  placed  with  the  commissioner  i\)V  binding.  Records 
in  dilapidated  condition  have  i)eeu  bound  by  the  Emery  process 
during  the  year  for  the  following  places  :  Middlesex  County- 
Southern  District  liegistry  of  Deeds;  i\Iiddk\sex  and  Sullblk 
County  Registries  of  Probate  ;  Alford,  Bedford,  Bhmdford, 
Brookline,  Carver,  Dartmouth,  Eastham,  Ilolhiiul,  ^liddk'ton, 
Montgomery,  Pelham,  repi)erell,  Rochester,  Rowley,  Spring- 
field, Sudbury,  and  Wareliam. 
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Pkinting. 

No  printing  of  records  by  any  city  or  town  during  the  year 
has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  commissioner.  The  printing 
in  several  towns  of  the  vital  statistics  to  1850,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902,  is 
noted  under  the  several  town  headings. 

Town  Clerks'  Associations. 

On  Aug.  23,  1900,  the  commissioner  sent  to  the  town  clerks 
of  all  the  counties,  except  Worcester  County,  which  had  a 
town  clerks'  association,  a  circular  calling  attention  to  the  bene- 
fit to  the  records  and  the  clerks  to  be  derived  from  such  asso- 
ciations. Since  that  time  the  clerks  of  Plymouth  County  have 
formed  an  association,  and  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  clerks 
of  Barnstable  County  it  now  embraces  l)Oth  counties.  The 
clerks  of  Middlesex  County  also  have  organized,  and  both  asso- 
ciations have  already  proved  successful. 

The  clerks  who  do  not  act  with  their  associations  will  be 
below  the  standard  set  by  the  associations  for  the  care  of  the 
records,  and  the  clerks  of  the  other  counties  are  again  urged 
to  orijanize.  The  constant  extension  of  electric  railroads  to 
the  towns  is  making  communication  between  them  so  easy  that 
inaccessibilit}^  cannot  much  longer  be  a  reason  for  not  organ- 
izing. With  an  association  in  each  county  the  town  records  of 
Massachusetts  would  soon  be  in  a  condition  hardly  thought 
possible  a  comparatively  few  years  ago. 
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Office' OF  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1904. 

To  the  Hoyiorable  Senate  and  House  of  Ilcjyresentatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twelfth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  sixteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  Work  of  the  Year. 

It  is  difficult  to  state  the  results  of  any  one  year.  It 
is  peculiar,  varying  from  compelling  comphance  with  the 
statutes  to  searchino'  for  missing::  records  and  investiiiatino: 
matters  pertaining  to  recording.  The  constant  answering 
of  inquiries  concerning  particular  records,  and  records  in 
general,  is  a  part  of  the  Avork  where  results  cannot  be  stated. 
The  nature  of  the  work  is  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  often  con- 
fidential. One  writer  has  called  the  office  "  the  most  peace- 
ful and  somnolent  of  all  the  State  departments,"  and  it  may 
be  a  question  Avhether  more  aggressive  work,  brought  more 
to  public  notice,  would  not  bring  more  help  from  interested 
persons  in  the  several  connnunities. 

The  city  and  town  olhcials  are  so  slow  to  act  upon  matters 
connected  with  the  records  that  requirements  made  during 
a  year  often  are  not  complied  with  during  the  year.  This 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  Avhen  it  is  considered,  as  has  been 
many  times  stated  in  these  reports,  that  little  thought  or 
attention  is  given  to  the  records  until  some  special  (?vent 
requires  their  production.  ^Moreover,  for  about  thirty  years 
the  laws  relating  to  them  were  a  dead  letter,  for  until  the 
establishment  of  this  connnission  no  one  was  called  upon 
or  expected  to  enforce  them.  Even  now  it  is  difficult  to 
convince  the  city  and  town  officials  that  the  commissioner 
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intends,  as  iiiv  as  i)ossible  and  within  reason,  to  enforce 
the  law. 

Tlie  passage  of  so  many  laws  concerning  town  matters 
which  are  not  enforced,  and  Avhich  the  public  does  not 
expect  will  be,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  action  is  not 
necessary.  x\  few  of  these  are  cited.  Ever}'  tow^n  is  re- 
quired to  have  a  seal ;  but  many  have  none.  Kverj^  city 
and  town  must  maintain  guide  posts  at  such  places  as  are 
convenient  for  the  direction  of  travellers,  and  which  at  the 
junction  of  ways  leading  to  other  cities  or  towns  must  state 
whence  they  lead,  and  the  distance  ;  but  little  attention  is 
paid  to  this  law.  All  unlicensed  dogs  nuist  be  killed  ;  but 
despite  the  fact  that  returns  are  made  certiA'ing  that  they 
have  been,  it  is  conmionly  known  they  have  not.  Most  of 
the  individual  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  with  gun- 
powder is  absolutely  prohibited,  3^et  is  openly  allowed.  The 
driver  of  a  horse  drawing  a  sleigh  or  sled  on  any  public  way 
or  bridge,  without  at  least  thn^e  bells  attached  to  the  har- 
ness, is  liable  to  a  penalty  ;  yet  one,  or  the  absence  of  any, 
is  commonly  allowed. 

The  most  surprising  disregard  of  the  law  is  found  in  the 
matter  of  the  return  and  registry  of  births  and  deaths.  Since 
the  early  days  of  the  colony  parents  have  been  recjuired  to 
make  return  of  every  child  born  to  them,  and  for  man}' 
years  householders  have  been  required  to  make  a  return  of 
every  birth  or  death  in  their  households  ;  but  it  is  so  rare 
an  occurrence  for  such  a  return  to  be  made  that  it  would 
surprise  a  city  or  town  clerk  to  receive  one.  The  failure  to 
have  made  these  in  the  past  (and  now  will  soon  be  the  past) 
is  a  constant  vexation  to  persons  consulting  the  records  : 
property  rights  are  allccted  and  litigation  ensues  :  but  if 
the  people  are  satisfied  to  allow  the  neglect  of  so  nmch  of 
importance  in  the  records,  the  ollicials  can  reasonably  infer 
that  their  neglect  to  care  for  them  will  not  be  considered 
dereliction. 

Without  a  conununity  interested  and  approving,  the  com- 
missioner finds  his  suggestions  adopted  slowl}^,  if  at  all,  and 
enforcement  of  the  law  without  clashing  recpiires  tact  and 
time. 
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EnfopvCement  or  the  Laws. 

The  statute  requires  that  the  comniissiouer  shall  take  the 

necessary  measures  "  for  the  preservation  of  the  records  as 
required  b}^  the  laws.  As  far  as  possible  he  does,  but  it 
must  be  admitted  that  there  are  conditions  where  he  cannot 
obtain  required  results.  Where  the  only  practical  method 
for  strict  compliance  with  the  law  is  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  for  the  building  of  a  new  city  or  town  hall,  he  cannot 
compel  it.  He  can  point  out  the  requirements,  suggest,  and 
urge,  thereby  putting  the  responsibility  u})on  the  several 
communities,  but  should  not  be  held  responsible  in  case  of 
the  destruction  of  the  records. 

The  above  conditions  exist  in  Newton  and  Boston.  The 
city  hall  in  Newton  is  a  remodelled  wooden  building,  with 
dangerous  surroundings,  and  its  destruction  by  fire  need  not 
be  unexpected.  For  several  years  the  commissioner  has 
called  the  attention  of  successive  city  governments  to  the 
danger  to  the  records,  but  no  improvements  have  been  made, 
there  being  a  prevailing  sentiment  that  a  new  city  hall  will 
be  built  as  soon  as  location  can  be  agreed  upon,  and  that 
adequate  protection  in  the  present  building  would  neces- 
sitate too  great  an  expenditure  for  temporary  uses. 

In  Boston  the  records  are  chiefly  in  the  city  hall  and  old 
court  house,  although  many  of  the  city  offices  are  in  other 
buildings.  In  1889  the  commissioner  first  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  city  government  to  the  lack  of  proper  provision 
for  the  safety  of  the  records,  and  a  large  vault  was  built  in 
the  basement,  to  which  many  of  the  records  were  removed. 
Schemes  for  a  ncAv  city  hall  were  soon  after  advanced,  and 
have  been  revived  from  time  to  time  since.  Meanwhile,  a 
vault  has  been  constructed  in  the  old  court  house  for  the 
city  registrar,  a  large  one  imder  the  city  hall  yard,  and 
various  minor  improvements  have  been  made.  Still  many 
of  the  records  are  unprotected  and  will  probably  remain  so, 
if  not  destroyed,  until  the  much-needed  new  city  hall  is 
built. 

In  1901  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  the  manuscript  records  in  possession  of  the  city,  and 
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to  submit  recommendations  for  their  preservation.  This 
committee  reported  in  February,  1902,  suggesting  four 
plans  :  — 

1.  To  deposit  in  the  Public  Library  the  historical  records 
and  certain  executive  documents. 

2.  To  turn  over  to  the  city  registrar  the  records  of  his- 
torical interest. 

3.  To  obtain  rooms  in  fire-proof  buiklings,  and  make  a 
general  deposit  of  all  records  possessed  by  the  city. 

4.  To  construct  a  hall  of  records. 

Legislation  would  be  needed  for  tlie  carrying  out  of  the 
first  two  plans,  as  each  department  must  have  control  of  its 
own  records. 

Of  the  four  plans,  the  last  was  the  only  one  favored  by 
the  committee.  This  is  in  line  with  the  plan  for  a  public 
record  office,  which  has  been  advocated  from  time  to  time 
in  the  reports  of  this  commission,  where  its  advantages  have 
been  set  forth. 

To  the  public  record  office  all  the  older  records  and  papers 
of  all  the  cities  and  towns  could  be  brought,  therel^y  reliev- 
ing the  local  authorities  from  storing  in  mass  the  ever- 
increasing  accumulation.  In  the  hands  of  experts  the 
unimportant  papers  could  be  taken  out  for  destruction, 
and  the  others  made  available.  As  a  business  proposition, 
would  it  not  be  well  for  cities  and  towns,  before  building 
new  city  and  town  halls  of  capacities  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  rapid  accumulation  of  the  records  for  many  years 
to  come,  to  advocate  the  establishment  of  the  public  record 
office? 

Accumulation  of  Papers. 
The  accumulation  of  papers  constituting  part  of  the  public 
records  is  presenting  a  problem  which  must  be  solved  by 
legislation. 

The  statutes  provide  that  ''the  Avords  'public  records,' 
unless  a  contrary  intention  clearly  a])poars,  mean  any  written 
or  printed  book  or  paper  .  .  .  which  an  officer  or  employee 
of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  a  county,  city,  or  town  lia> 
received  or  is  required  to  receive  for  tiling."  Section  11 
of  chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws  i)rovides  that  every 
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original  paper  belonging  to  the  iilcSj  bearing  date  earlier 
than  the  year  1800,  and  many  papers  not  required  to  be 
recorded,  relative  to  State,  county,  and  municipal  matters, 
shall  be  preserved  and  safely  kept.  All  other  papers  must 
be  kept  for  seven  years,  when  they  may  be  destroj^ed  a\  ith 
the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 

Until  1894,  when  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  was 
brought  to  the  omission,  there  was  no  definition  of  the 
public  records,  and  tlie  files  were  not  generally  considered 
as  constituting  a  })art  of  them.  No  provision  for  their  safety 
had  been,  as  a  rule,  made  :  and  thousands  of  pai)ers,  includ- 
ing maps,  plans,  descriptions  of  highwa3^s,  and  historical 
and  genealogical  matter,  have  been  burned,  or  sent  to  the 
paper  mill.  (Some,  fortunatel}^,  Avere  stolen,  and  are  being 
brought  to  light. ) 

There  are,  however,  in  the  cities  and  towns  accumulations 
of  papers  for  which  now  as  a  part  of  the  })ublic  records  fire- 
proof protection  must  be  provided  at  considerable  expense, 
either  by  building  vaults  or  fire-proof  buildings,  or  buying 
safes.  The  position  of  the  commissioner  in  the  matter  is 
peculiar  and  difi^cult.  It  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  records 
are  kept  in  fire-proof  receptacles  and  arranged  for  examina- 
tion and  reference,  and,  strictly,  the  files  should  be ;  but  in 
the  greater  })art  of  the  towns  the  important  and  unimportant 
papers  are  jumbled  together,  often  with  a  mass  of  printed 
matter.  It  is  unreasonable  to  require  that  the  useless  papers 
shall  be  protected,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  one  to  sort 
them.  The  town  clerks  are  not  paid  enough  for  what  is 
required  of  them  by  statute  as  current  work,  and  cannot  be 
expected  to  devote  time  to  })utting  in  order  the  neglected 
accunudation  of  years.  Moreover,  many  of  the  papers 
belong  to  other  departments,  and  are  not  in  the  custody 
of  the  clerks. 

The  records  are  generally  considered  an  incumbrance,  and 
the  tovrn  officers  are  loath  to  expend  money  for  their  care. 
Under  these  conditions  there  seems  little  prospect  of  action 
in  the  matter  except  under  threat  of  prosecution  ;  but  work 
of  this  kind,  which  the  commissioner  cannot  supervise,  should 
not  be  done  under  conqmlsion.    He  would  certainly  hesitate 
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to  sanction  the  destruction  of  papers  laid  out  for  the  pur- 
pose where  the  sentiment  was  in  favor  of  having  as  few  as 
possible  to  care  for. 

A  public  record  office,  in  which  the  old  records  and  papers 
will  some  day  find  an  abiding  place  where  they  will  be 
properly  cared  for  and  classified,  the  people  are  not  3^et 
ready  for.  The  suggestion  is,  therefore,  oifered  that  the 
files  in  the  cities  and  toAvns  be  sorted  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  at  the  expense  of 
the  respective  cities  and  towns.  This  would  be  less  expen- 
sive to  them  than  to  provide  fire-proof  receptacles  for  all 
the  files,  which  would  seem  to  be  the  other  alternative. 

In  the  county  courts  the  accumulation  of  the  files  is  large 
and  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  proper  protection  of  them 
means  constant  remodelling  or  refitting  of  the  jjresent  build- 
ings, or  the  erection  of  new  at  great  ex[)ense.  In  the 
accumulation  are  venires,  reports  on  inquests,  rolls  of  dam- 
ages done  by  dogs,  election  returns,  costs  in  criminal  cases, 
and  many. papers  like  accounts  annexed  in  civil  suits.  (The 
commissioner  recalls  a  bill  several  yards  in  length,  of  a 
country  store-keeper,  on  which  a  small  balance  was  due  on 
an  open  account.  This  not  only  was  on  file,  but,  under  the 
custom  in  that  court,  was  recorded  in  full.) 

That  there  may  be  a  carefully  guarded  provision  for  the 
destruction  of  some  of  these  papers  after  they  are  outlawed, 
or  can  no  longer  affect  public  rights,  would  seem  practicable.  • 
Beheving  this,  the  commissioner  suggested  to  the  clerks  of 
the  county  courts  permissive,  not  compulsory,  legislation, 
which  should  provide  that  the  clerk  and  Commissioner  of 
Public  Records  should  from  time  to  time  submit  to  the 
justices  a  list  of  jmpers  to  be  destroyed  upon  their  author- 
ization. Some  more  restrictive  measures  might  be  advis- 
able, such  as  designating  the  papers  to  be  preserved ;  but 
the  tendency  of  any  one  likely  to  hold  either  of  the  above 
positions  would  be  toward  preservation  rather  than  destruc- 
tion of  the  files. 

The  rei)lies  of  the  clerks  show  diversity  of  opinion.  0»c 
would  preserve  everything  ;  two  would  destroy  nearly  every- 
thing after  a  term  of  years ;  while  one  is  not  prepared  to 
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advocate  any  definite  line,  but  mentions  certain  papers  that 
might  be  destroyed.  The  general  opinion  is  that  venires, 
election  retm^ns,  dog  rolls,  and  costs  in  criminal  cases  could 
be  destroyed;  while  ojunion  is  about  equally  divided  on 
reports  of  inquests,  and  depositions. 

Besides  the  saving  in  room  to  be  gained  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  what  are  considered  useless  papers,  it  Avould  add  to 
the  value  of  what  are  preserved  b}^  making  them  more  likely 
to  be  cared  for,  and  more  accessible. 

In  view  of  the  varied  opinions,  it  does  not  seem  worth 
-while  to  ask  for  inmiediate  legislation ;  but  the  subject 
should  receive  consideration  by  the  county  officers  who  are 
to  provide,  and  the  people  who  arc  to  pay  for,  buildings  in 
which  to  store  these  papers.  The  relief  and  benefit  to  the 
cities  and  towns  to  be  derived  from  a  public  record  office, 
as  suggested  under  "Enforcement  of  the  Laws,"  could  be 
extended  to  the  counties.  All  papers  of  genealogical  or  his- 
torical value  would  there  be  preserved  and  made  available. 

Politics  in  Recording  Offices. 
The  attempts  to  make  the  offices  of  the  recording  officers 
political  prizes  still  continue,  to  the  detriment  of  the  records 
and  the  public  service.  Honest  service  and  efficiency  gained 
by  experience  count  for  nothing  as  against  such  a  doctrine, 
recently  printed,  as  that  an  office  ''has  been  a  gift  to  the 
party  long  enough  ; "  and  when  a  minority  party,  or  a  fac- 
tion within  a  party,  sees  a  possible  chance  for  a  new  candi- 
date, he  is  brought  forward.  Fortunately,  the  attempts  of 
the  politicians  do  not  meet  with  much  success,  but  they  are 
becoming  more  frequent,  several  opposing  candidates  having 
been  brought  forward  this  year ;  and  the  uncertainty  per- 
taining to  an  office  counts  tigainst  the  best  possible  adminis- 
tration of  it. 

Individual  members  of  the  community  give  little  thought 
to  the  public  records  or  their  custodians  until  i)ersonal  inter- 
ests are  concerned,  or  thc}^  find  their  county,  city,  or  town 
losing  some  rights  or  money  because  of  the  carelessness, 
dishonesty,  or  ignorance  of  a  recording  officer.  The  dis- 
appearance of  a  single  paper,  such  as  a  bond,  a  mortgage, 
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or  a  will,  from  the  custody  of  a  clerk  of  a  court,  or  of  a 
register  of  deeds,  or  register  of  probate,  either  through  care- 
lessness, dishonesty,  or  ignorance,  might  be  of  great  moment 
to  the  parties  in  interest.  Carefulness  and  honesty  may  be 
found  in  ncAv  incumbents,  but  knowledge  of  the  duties  of 
the  several  ofliccs  can  best  be  learned  by  experience,  and 
incumbents  found  to  possess  all  these  qualities  should  be 
kept  in  office  as  long  as  they  are  efficient.  Thc}^  are  the 
servants  of  the  people,  not  parties;  and  the  fact  that  they 
are  members  of  one  party  or  another,  or  of  none,  should  be 
as  immaterial  as  Avhether  they  are  allopaths  or  homeopaths, 
Hi^h  Church  Episcopalians  or  Quakers. 

The  judiciary  of  ^Nlassaclmsetts  largely  owes  its  high 
standard  to  the  fact  that  the  judges  are  appointed,  and  are 
absolutel}' removed  from  politics.  The  clerks  of  the  police, 
municipal,  and  district  courts  are  api)ointed,  and  opinion  is 
gi'owing  that  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts, 
and  the  registers  of  deeds  and  of  probate,  allied  as  they  are 
to  the  judicial  S3^stem,  should  be.  Continued  introduction 
of  politics  into  these  offices  will  tend  to  bring  this  about. 

In  Berkshire  Count}^  politics  was  unexpectedly  introduced 
at  the  last  election,  —  a  disappointing  fact,  because  its  two 
cities.  North  Adams  and  rittslield,  had  both  wisely  accepted 
the  act  allowing  the  election  of  city  clerks  for  three  years, 
and  to  that  extent  taken  recording  offices  out  of  politics. 
(In  Pittsfield  there  had  been  an  annual  contest  since  it 
became  a  city.).  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  this  sentiment 
would  prevail  in  regard  to  county  offices ;  but  in  the 
Republican  convention  an  underhanded  ''deal"  resulted  in 
the  nomination  by  a  majority  of  two  of  a  new  candidate 
for  register  of  probate.  Thereupon  a  Democratic  nomina- 
tion was  made  for  both  register  <5f  probate  and  clerk  of  the 
courts  for  the  first  time  for  many  terms. 

The  clerk  was  re-elected,  ])ut  an  experienced  and  effi'cient 
register  of  probate,  thoroughly  versed  in  probate  law,  whose 
office  had  been  administered  without  suggestion  of  complaint, 
was  displaced  by  a  new  and  inexperienced  incumbent,  who 
is  more  than  likely,  now  that  the  ollice  is  brought  into  i)oli- 
tics,  to  find  a  contest  at  the  end  of  his  term. 
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Terinis  of  Office. 

By  chapter  332  of  tlie  Acts  of  1001,  cities  were  obliged 
to  vote  upon  the  acce})tiincc  of  the  act  ^vllicll  rcquii-ed  the 
election  of  city  clerks  for  terms  of  three  years.  It  was 
accepted  by  27  of  the  cities,  and  the  commissioner  sees 
with  great  satisfaction  the  continuance  in  oflice  for  at  least 
another  year  of  the  city  clerks  in  cities  where  "  clean 
sweeps  "  of  the  olBces  are  predicted. 

The  act  was  rejected  by  these  small  majorities  in  the 
following  cities  :  Beverly,  27(3;  Lowell,  788;  jNIarlborough, 
182;  Northampton,  337;  Quincy,  271;  and  AValtham, 
918. 

It  has  been  rei)resented  to  the  commissioner  that  many 
not  familiar  with  the  act  did  not  vote,  and  that  another  vote 
would  show  a  different  result.  While  towns  may  by  the 
acceptance  of  section  335  of  chapter  11  of  the  Revised 
Laws  elect  a  town  clerk  for  three  years,  the  above-named 
cities  nuist  ask  for  special  legislation  ;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  printed  criticisms  of  the  commissioner  for  defying  the 
popular  verdict,"  and  having  the  "impudence"  to  suggest 
in  1902  that  these  cities  ha  given  another  opportunity,  he 
renews  the  suggestion,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  records 
urges  persons  in  the  above  cities  who  know  their  value, 
and  the  desirability  of  keeping  the  recording  ofBces  out  of 
politics,  to  ask  such  legislation,  that  their  cities  may  be  on 
equal  footing  with  the  majority,  where  the  longer  tenure  of 
office  encourages  the  clerks  to  improvements  in  work  and 
methods. 

Exaggerated  Newspaper  Reports. 
From  time  to  time  reports  appear  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  loss  or  discovery  of  valuable  records.  With  one  excep- 
tion the  reports  of  loss,  usually  sent  during  the  excitement 
of  a  fire,  have  been  either  false  or  greatly  exaggerated,  and, 
though  the  commissioner  tries  to  correct  the  statements, 
they  become  fixed  in  the  public  mind.  The  reported  loss 
of  all  the  records  of  i\hirlborough,  by  the  burning  of  the 
city  hall,  Avhere  none  were  lost,  though  extensively  contra- 
dicted, is  still  considered  a  fact,  and  inquiries  are  made  of 
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this  office  where  facts  presumiibly  recorded  in  Marlborough 
can  be  ascertained.  A  very  recent  printed  statement  that 
the  city's  records  are  unprotected  because  of  the  loss  of  the 
city  hall  is  also  false. 

A  report  under  ''Town  Records  Lost,"  in  heavy  hues, 
stated  that  the  records  of  Washington  were  mysteriously 
disappearing,  and  a  search  warrant  might  be  issued.  Dupli- 
cate keys  were  hinted  at.  The  fact  was  that  a  volume  had 
been  taken  for  use  by  some  one  having  access  to  the  safe, 
which  was  not  strictly  allowable,  but  it  was  returned  to  the 
clerk  as  soon  as  asked  for.  The  records  of  Tyringham  were 
falsely  reported  as  having  been  carried  out  of  town  by  a 
former  selectman,  but  this  report  was  without  foundation. 
The  loss  of  records  in  fires  at  Burlington,  Townsend,  and 
some  other  towns  have  been  reported  when  none  were  lost. 

These  reports  reilect  upon  the  commissioner  and  the  local 
authorities,  and  are  read  with  regret  by  persons  tlii'oughout 
the  country  interested  in  the  respective  towns  and  their 
records,  who  never  see  the  denials. 

The  reports  of  the  "discovery"  of  valuable  papers  are 
instructive,  and  to  be  welcomed  as  helps  to  arouse  public 
interest,  but  they  are  often  amusing  as  items  of  news. 
With  few  exceptions  the  papers  are  some  which  have  been 
rescued  by  the  commissioner  from  obscure  places  in  town 
halls  or  elsewhere,  where  their  existence  was  unknoAvn 
because  of  accumulations  with  them  of  masses  of  printed 
matter,  unimportant  written  matter,  school  supplies,  and  a 
miscellaneous  collection  of  rubbish,  such  as  stage  scenery, 
fair-decorations,  and  kindling  wood.  Upon  bringing  these 
to  light  they  have  been  put  in  proper  custody,  and  in  course 
.of  time  are  "discovered"  by  some  one,  who  writes  a 
descriptive  article.  Similar  descriptions  would  apply  in 
very  many  toAvns,  and  it  is  possible  that  more  extensive 
reports  of  the  commissioner  at  the  time,  making  public 
the  results  of  his  work  of  discovery,  would  have  aroused  a 
general  interest  in  the  towns  specified.  There  arc  many 
towns  where  such  pai)ers  undoubtedly  can  be  found,  and  the 
local  historical  societies  can  do  no  better  work  than  to  find 
them.  When  found,  however,  they  should  be  placed  in 
public  custody. 
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Reports  of  the  Commissioner. 

The  commissioner  has  for  two  years  asked  for  an  additional 
numbei;  of  the  annual  reports,  but  no  attention  whatever  has 
been  paid  to  the  request.  He  is  fuU}^  aware  that  under  the 
present  method  of  distribution  a  part  of  those  now  printed 
are  of  no  use  to  any  one,  and  form  part  of  the  mass  of 
printed  matter  sent  to  the  cities  and  towns  which  is  piled 
away  as  a  useless  encumbrance,  entailing  more  or  less 
expense.  In  many  cases  it  is  a  menace  to  the  records  wliicli 
have  found  their  way  into  the  mass.  Or>  the  other  hand,  he 
knows  that  they  may  be  of  use  to  the  recording  officers 
and  persons  having  official  connection  with  the  records,  if 
j)ut  into  their  hands  directly  and  seasonably.  This  is  proved 
by  the  numberless  inquiries  concerning  matters  (notably  in 
regard  to  typcAvriting)  which  have  been  full}^  set  forth  in  the 
reports,  and  by  evidence  that  requirements  of  the  law  therein 
mentioned  have  not  come  to  the  attention  of  those  concerned. 
Moreover,  they  often  suggest  legislation,  and  the  sugges- 
tions should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  recording  officers, 
perhaps  to  oppose,  before  action  upon  them,  instead  of 
months  after  the  Legislature  adjourns. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Conmionwealth  has  placed  a  large 
number  of  the  reports  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  to 
fill  the  demands  of  a  mailing  list  of  persons  desiring  them, 
but  to  sup})ly  the  recording  officers  the  commissioner  has  for 
two  years  had  a  sufhcient  number  printed  at  his  own  expense. 
To  be  relieved  of  this,  he  asks  that  500  additional  copies  be 
annually  printed,  to  be  placed  in  his  hands  for  distribution. 

Typewriting. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  use  of  the  typewriter  upon  tliQ 
public  records  was  authorized  in  1891),  and  the  list  of  ribbons 
approved  by  the  conunissioner  to  be  used  upon  them  was 
printed  in  the  report  for  1900,  inquiries  are  often  received 
from  recording  officers  in  regard  to  the  legality^  of  typewriting 
upon  the  records,  and  whether  such  writing  is  ])ernianent. 
Such  inquiries  are  received  also  from  persons  all  over  the 
country  who  hav(»  heard  that  the  subject  has  had  official 
investigation  in  Massachusetts,  and  it  seems  well,  therefore, 
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to  quote  tlic  law  and  again  print  the  list  of  ai)provccl  ribbons. 
One  of  them  is  withdraAvn  from  the  list,  as  it  is  no  longer 
manufactured . 

Persons  having  the  care  or  custody  of  public  reciords  in 
any  department  or  ofHce  of  the  CommonAvealth,  or  of  any 
county,  city,  or  town,  shall  not  use  or  permit  to  be  used 
upon  such  records  any  ribbon,  pad,  or  other  device  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines,  or  any  ink  contained  in 
such  ribbon,  pad,  or  device,  except  such  as  has  been  approved 
by  the  connnissioner  "  of  public  records. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  RcAdsed  LaAvs,  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and 
the  pads  and  other  devices  used  for  printing  by  ty  pewriting 
machines,  made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below, 
if  inked  with  the  inks  used  upon  their  respective  ri))bons, 
are  approved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns 
therein. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Rtbuon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Conapany,  162  Columbua  Avenue,  Boston. 

Little's  Brilliant  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Rujbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Company,  10  Park  Place,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vcsey  Street,  New  York. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Black  Record  Paragon  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Wyckoff,  Seamans  &  Benedict,  15  School  Street,  Boston. 

Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  Yost  Writing  Machine  Company,  316  Broadway,  New  York. 
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The  report  of  S.  Vj.  Daw^sou,  Esq.,  Queen's  Printer  and 
Controller  of  Stationery,  submitted  to  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment in  1900,  deals  with  the  subjeet  of  papers,  inks,  and*' 
typewriting  in  a  most  instructive  and  interesting  manner.  In 
writing  of  the  permanency  of  typewriting  he  says  :  "  During 
the  last  3^ear  I  had  under  my  notice  a  crucial  instance  of  the 
different  behaviors  ot  inks  under  a  severe  test.  In  the  fire 
at  the  AA^est  Block  two  letter  books  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Militia  were  injured.  Both  were  charred  at  the 
edges,  and  had  been  thoroughly  soaked  with  Avater  to  an 
equal  degree.  The  signatures  and  all  letters,  in  botli  books, 
which  had  been  copied  from  writing  ink  were  perfectly  good 
and  legible.  The  durability  of  good  writing  ink  was  evi- 
dent, but  the  typewritten  copies  were  very  diflcrent.  In 
one  letter  book  not  a  single  tj-pe written  k'tter  was  legible. 
Every  page  was  an  indistinct  blur  of  blue  and  purple.  In 
the  other  book  a  diilerent  ribbon  had  for  the  most  part  been 
used,  and  every  letter  written  with  that  was  clear  and  dis- 
tinct ;  while  oij^  the  pages  of  the  same  book  where  other 
ribbons  had  been  used  not  a  single  word  or  even  letter  could 
be  picked  out  of  the  confused  blur  of  color." 

Stamping  Pads. 

Inquiries  continue  to  be  made  concerning  the  legality  of 
stamping  upon  the  records,  and  the  permanency  of  stamping 
inks.  The  stamping  would  seem  to  be  illegal,  but  the  per- 
manency is  an  open  question.  The  permanency  ^A/^.s- /Wr, 
under  a  severe  test,  of  stamping  done  in  1901  with  a  certain 
pad  for  which  permanency  was  claimed,  suggested  to  the 
commissioner  the  advisability  of  an  investigation ;  but  the 
statement  of  the  several  manufacturers  consulted,  that  all 
the  inks  contained  aniline  colors,  and  the  doubt  ex[)ressed 
as  to  absolute  permanency,  made  an  investigation  at  tliis 
time  premature.  Experiments  are  being  carried  on  by  the 
manufacturers  with  black  and  blue  colors,  and  some  of  those 
inks  now  made  would  undoubtedl}',  if  not  exposed  to  the 
light,  last  for  a  long  time,  but  it  can  be  said  that  inks  of  the 
other  colors  are  fugitive. 

Investigation  will    be   made   to   determine  if  possible 
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whether  stamping  should  l)e  allowed,  as  there  are  many 
places  wd^iere  stamps  coald  be  used  to  advantage,  and  many 
*  would  like  to  use  them. 

Binding  and  Preserving  the  Records. 

The  most  specific  results  of  the  work  from  year  to  year 
are  shown  in  the  binding  and  preserving  of  the  ancient 
records.  The  condition  of  some  of  the  volumes  cannot  be 
pictured  by  description,  or  photogra])hy,  as  nothing  but 
handling  will  show  the  state  of  decay  to  which  the  paper 
has  arrived.  Many  of  the  books  are  mentioned  by  writers 
and  orators  as  priceless ;  but  the  re(|uirement  by  the  com- 
missioner that  they  shall  be  bound  and  preserved  is  often 
considered  as  the  imposition  of  a  needless  expense.  A  part 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  Avork  of  the  commissioner  is 
expended  each  year  for  tliis  binding,  where  the  expense  to 
a  town  would  under  certain  circumstances  seem  excessive. 

Records  have  been  bound  1)y  the  Emery  process  dur- 
ing the  3'ear  for  the  following  places  :  Middlesex  County 
Southern  District,  and  Worcester  ('ounty  AVorcester  Dis- 
trict Registries  of  Deeds  :  Middlesex  County  Registry  of 
Probate;  Burlington,  Dartmouth,  Everett,  Great  Barring- 
ton,  Leicester,  Lenox,  New  Braintree,  Nortlifield,  Reho- 
both,  Shellield,  South  Hadley,  Taunton,  and  Tisbury. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  cha})ter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  :  Barre,  Becket,  Bedford,  Lee, 
Leicester,  Lexington,  ^lalden,  Medfield,  Millbury,  South- 
borough,  Sudbury,  Topstield,  Tyringham,  Walpole,  and 
Westborough.    The  following  volumes  have  been  issued  :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Early  History 
of  Boston,  containing  Boston  Marriages  from  1752  to  1809. 
(This  is  the  Thirteenth  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records, 
formerly  called  Record  Commissioners'  Reports.)  Edward  AV. 
McGlenen,  City  Registrar.    Boston,  1903. 

FiTCniiui{G.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitclibnrg, 
Mass.    A  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  Records  contained  in  Volume 
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III.,  pages  271  to  559  inclusive,  being  Volauic  Five  of  the  Printed 
Records  of  the  Town.  Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  City  Clerk. 
Fitchbiirg,  1902. 

Ancient  Dating  and  Adjusting  of  Dates. 

The  thirteenth  report  of  this  commission  dealt  with  the 
subject  of  double  dating.  As  much  copying  is  being  done 
or  is  in  contemplation  in  anticipation  of  the  publication  of 
the  series  of  vital  records,  it  seems  well  to  again  call  atten- 
tion to  that  subject. 

Owing  to  the  adoption  by  Parliament  of  the  Gregorian 
calendar,  and  the  change  from  the  Julian,  the  reckoning  of 
time  as  connected  with  ancient  dates  is  alway  s  perplexing, 
even  to  those  familiar  with  the  subject,  and  egregious  errors 
have  been  made  by  copyists  and  writers.  The  greatest 
cause  of  error  has  been  adopting  a  single  date  as  the  year, 
when  double  datiniz;  would  have  shown  that  the  next  vear 
as  now  reckoned  was  intended.  The  Massachusetts  Court 
Kecords  are  usually  single  dated,  and  searchers  are  easily 
led  into  error. 

Much  has  been  Avritten  in  attempts  to  explain  the  method 
of  dating,  which  lacks  directness  and  leaves  the  reader  still 
confused.  An  attempt  is  here  made  to  present  a  concise 
statement. 

The  act  of  Parliament,  passed  at  the  session  of  Jan.  17, 
1750,  is  clear  in  its  meaning,  and  the  part  here  tjuoted  seems 
to  need  no  explanation.  It  enacted  :  "That  in  and  through- 
out all  his  Majesties  dominions  and  countries  in  Europe^ 
Asia,  Africa  and  A^nerica  the  said  supputation,  according 
to  which  the  year  of  our  Lord  begin neth  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March ^  shall  not  be  made  use  of  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one ;  and  that  the  first  day  oi  Jaman-f/  next  following  the 
said  last  day  of  December  shall  be  reckoned,  taken,  deemed 
and  accounted  to  be  the  lirst  day  of  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two."  Also  that 
'Hhe  feast  of  Ea,^fer  and  other  moveables  feasts  thereon  de- 
pending, shall  be  ascertained  according  to  the  same  method 
as  they  now  are,  until  the  second  day  of  Septottber  in  the 
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year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  inclusive  ; 
and  that  the  natural  daj^  next  immediate^  following  the 
said  second  day  of  September  shall  be  called,  reckoned,  and 
accounted  to  be  the  foiu'teenth  da}^  of  September." 

Ignorance  of  the  law,  or  defiance  of  it  from  prejudice 
which  was  wide-spread,  led  persons  to  continue  the  old 
method  of  dating  for  some  time,  and  such  dates,  where 
found,  must  be  treated  as  errors. 

The  following  would  seem  to  be  a  concise  statement  for 
reference  :  — 

1.  Under  the  present  method  of  beginning  the  year  Janu- 
ary 1,  instead  of  March  25,  December  31  was  the  last  day 
of  1751,  and  January  1  the  first  day  of  1752. 

2.  There  should  be  no  double  dates  after  the  year  1751, 
and  never  an}'"  except  from  January  1  to  jNIarch  24 . 

3.  Whether  a  single  date  in  January',  February,  or  March 
to  the  24th,  in  a  year  prior  to  1752,  meant,  l)y  the  present 
method  of  dating,  the  year  as  written  or  the  next,  can  only 
be  determined  'by  the  dates  of  the  months  preceding  or 
following. 

4.  Prior  to  1752  1st  Month"  or  "  1  Mo"  meant  March, 
not  January,  the  months  numbering  in  order  to  "12th 
Month,"  which  was  February,  not  December. 

The  change  of  dates  from  Old  Style  (O.S.)  to  New  Style 
(N.S.)  is  especially  confusing,  and  occasions  mucli  con- 
troversy, and  disagreement  between  what  are  accepted  as 
authorities. 

In  1582  the  Gregorian  calendar  was  established,  which 
dropped  ten  days  from  the  Julian  calendar,  and  made  each 
of  the  years  ending  a  century  {i.e.,  which  end  with  00) 
and  not  divisible  by  400  a  common  year  and  not  a  leaji 
year,  the  Julian  calendar  having  made  each  divisable  by  /  a 
leap  year.  (This  explains  why  11)00  was  not  a  leap  year.) 
Therefore,  1700,  which  was  a  leap  year  under  the  Julian 
calendar,  was  a  conunon  year  under  the  (Jregorian.  As  1 
day  had  been  added  in  1700,  by  adhering  to  the  Julian 
calendar,  it  became  necessary  in  the  act  of  1750  to  drop  11 
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days  in  order  to  conform  to  the  (iregorian  calendar,  which 
had  drop})cd  10.  The  Icaal  and  practical  method  was  thus 
adopted  of  adding  10  days  to  all  dates  prior  to  Sept.  3, 
1752,  to  make  them  conform  to  the  New  Style.  As  an 
illustration,  Sept.  7,  1030,  the  day  Boston  received  its  name, 
became  September  17,  and  is  so  recognized. 

By  another  method  of  reckoning,  each  year  divisible  by  4 
is  considered  a  leap  year,  as  under  the  Julian  calendar,  wliich 
would  include  the  years  1700,  1800,  and  1900,  omitted 
in  the  Gregorian  calendar  because  not  divisible  by  400. 
Accordingl}^  the  Julian  calendar  adds  a  day  in  each  century 
for  a  leap  ycnv  omitted  in  the  Gregorian  or  established 
calendar. 

The  statement  made  in  various  publications  that  from 
1700  to  1800  there  should  be  11  days  added,  12  from  1800 
to  1900,  and  13  during  this  century,  is  based  upon  the  fact 
that  the  years  1700,  1800,  and  1900  had  each  made  the 
difference  of  1  day  between  the  calendars.  This  method  of 
calculation  may  have  its  uses  in  comparisons,  but  under  it 
each  century  w^ould  require  a  new  adjustment  of  dates. 
Parliament  fixed  upon  10  days  as  the  difference,  and  it  was 
adopted,  and  is  so  accepted. 

A  confusion  also  arises  in  legislative  dates.  Under  the 
Constitution  the  General  Court  assembled  on  the  last 
Wednesday  in  May,  and  was  dissolved  on  the  day  next  preced- 
ing the  said  last  Wednesday.  Consequently,  the  legislative 
year  covered  parts  of  two  calendar  years,  while  the  acts  and 
resolves  passed  in  the  sessions  held  in  the  second  calendar 
year  bore  date  of  the  year  of  assembling.  This  continued 
until  May  11,  1831. 

The  following  rule  can  be  followed  in  considering  legis- 
lative dates  within  the  period  from  May,  1781,  to  May, 
1831 :  for  all  dates  from  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  to  De- 
cember 31  inclusive,  use  the  first  year  ;  for  all  from  flanuary 
1  to  the  day  })receding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  inclu- 
sive, use  the  second  year. 

Vai'ious  citations  of  the  laws  have  designated  the  same 
acts  under  different  numbers,  tlie  older  editions  having 
numbered  the  chapters  of  each  session  serially.    The  latest 
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official  edition  of  the  Laws  and  Eesolves  numbers  the  chap- 
ters of  the  acts  consecutively  for  the  legishitive  year. 

As  an  illustration,  the  act  passed  March  23,  17(SG,  quoted 
in  the  table  of  towns  in  the  Manual  of  tlie  Legislature, 
appears  in  tlie  early  editions  as  chapter  o4  of  tlie  Fehruari/ 
session  of  1785  (really  178G),  Avhile  in  the  latest  edition  it 
is  chapter  75  of  the  Acts  of  the  Jeyislative  i/car  1785. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  in  the  jNlanual  of  the 
Legislature  entitled  "Counties,  Cities,  and  Towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts" is  prepared  by  the  commissioner.  This  is  in 
consequence  of  the  fact  that  the  first  report  of  the  commis- 
sion in  1 881)  contained  the  class  of  facts  embodied  in  this  table, 
which  had  been  very  incomplete  and  incorrect.  In  })repar- 
ing  the  report  much  legislation  before  overlooked,  because 
not  in  print  or  not  indexed,  Avas  discovered  and  embodied 
in  it. 

From  time  to  time  since  1889  references  found  in  ancient 
town  records,  which  have  been  examined  while  in  the  com- 
missioner's custody  for  binding,  have  led  to  the  discovery  of 
legislation  concerning  changes  in  town  boundaries  ;  and  such 
legislation  has  been  included  in  the  table,  but  the  commis- 
sioner has  had  neither  time  nor  appropriation  for  research 
for  this  work  not  properly  belonging  to  his  office.  The 
very  thorough  and  systematic  search  of  the  written  court 
records,  made  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  Topographical 
Survey  and  Map  of  the  State,  contiiuied  by  that  department 
of  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners,  has  brought 
to  li^i^ht  much  obscure  lei^islation  which  has  been  embodied 
in  the  table  in  the  Manual,  for  which  acknowledgment  is 
here  made.  The  establishment  year  by  year  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  new  town  boundaries  as  proposed  by  the  Board  is 
constantly  adding  to  the  table. 

In  consulting  the  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  many 
cases  part  of  each  town  is  said  to  be  annexed  to  the  other 
town.  "While  this  is  generally  true  when  new  town  bounds 
are  established,  mention  is  made  of  the  fact  oulj^  when  the 
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act  so  specified,  it  being  inferred  that  enough  territory  was 
then  transferred  to  make  it  woiUw  of  mention. 

The  date  given  in  the  table  under  the  caption  "First 
Mentioned  in  Kccords  of  the  State,  or  tlierein  recorded  as 
Establislied  or  Incorporated,"  is  sometimes  questioned  or 
protested  by  persons  interested  in  a  town,  who  claim  that 
the  date  of  settlement  should  be  given.  Some  of  these  pro- 
tests have  even  reached  the  Governors. 

The  dates  given  are  just  wdiat  they  purport  to  be.  Any 
attempt  to  give  dates  of  settlement  would  necessitate  his- 
torical sketches,  and  occasion  protests  from  towns,  once 
included  in  a  large  tract  of  land,  as  to  which  included  the 
original  spot  settled. 

This  subject  cannot  be  better  presented  than  by  quoting 
from  the  first  report  of  this  commission  :  — 

The  presentation  made  under  town  records  is  not  a  historical 
summary  of  legislation  relating  to  the  lands  which  were  first 
plantations  and  then  towns,  much  of  which,  as  has  been  said, 
may  be  a  matter  of  town  record  only,  but  it  is  a  presentation  of 
the  facts  contained  in  the  record  in  possession  of  the  State,  with  a 
reference  to  this  record  covering  the  first  appearance  of  the  town 
name,  and  of  its  successive  appearances  when  territorial  limits, 
change  of  name,  or  change  to  a  city  are  the  subjects  of  legislation. 
Various  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  records.  The  date  of 
the  first  mention  of  a  town  in  a  tax  act  is  sometimes  fixed  upon 
as  the  date  of  incorporation  ;  the  date  of  the  first  mention  of  the 
land,  which  by  its  location  afterward  became  the  town,  is  some- 
times used  to  establish  the  date  of  incorporation ;  also,  the  date 
when  the  town  "  is  given  all  the  privileges  of  other  towns,  etc., 
is  sometimes  used  as  the  conclusive  date  as  to  the  incorporation. 
For  these  reasons,  it  may  be  contended  that  the  dates  which  are 
given  in  this  report  as  the  ones  on  which  certain  towns  were  incor- 
porated are  ineorreet,  as  they  will  not  agree  with  statements  in 
town  histories  and  in  other  works.  However,  it  is  believed  that 
the  dates  of  the  establishment  of  the  several  towns,  or  of  the  first 
mention  of  the  town  names  here  given,  arc  the  correct  ones.  If  a 
town  was  named  in  the  tax  act  of  any  year,  and  this  was  the  first 
time  tlie  town  was  mentioned  in  legislation,  it  is  fiiir  to  assume 
that  it  was  at  that  time  acknowledged  as  a  town  already  in  exist- 
ence, and  the  date  of  the  tax  act  cannot  justly  be  considered  as 
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the  date  of  incorporation.  If  a  "  town"  by  an  act  was  given  the 
privileges  of  other  towns,  it  must  already  have  been  a  town,  and 
the  date  of  such  legislation  cannot  fairly  be  considered  as  the  date 
of  incorporation. 

Again,  if  a  town  —  A,  for  instance  —  had  been  Plantation  No. 
2  for  forty  years,  and  then  the  name  of  Plantation  No.  2  was 
changed  to  the  town  of  A,  and  then  the  name  A  was  changed  to 
B  after  another  forty  years,  the  town  of  B  should  not  date  from 
the  establishment  of  Plantation  No.  2,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  records  of  the  town  of  B  begin  eighty  years  later ;  but  the 
circumstances  of  this  illustration  apply  in  some  cases.  So,  there 
are  certain  towns  which,  from  all  that  can  be  ascertained  from  the 
records  in  the  possession  of  tlie  State,  never  were  established,  and 
there  are  some  not  now  recognized  as  towns,  which,  so  far  as  the 
State  record  is  concerned,  have  never  become  extinct. 

An  example  is  furnished  in  the  case  of  Fahnoutli.  June 
4,  1686,  Upon  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sippican, 
alias  Rochester,  to  become  a  township,  and  have  the  privi- 
leges of  a  town,  the  court  granted  their  desires  in  that 
respect,  and  the  like  granted  to  Suckanesset  inhabitants." 
No  subsequent  legislation  identihes  Suckanesset  with  Fal- 
mouth, which  name  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  State 
records  in  a  tax  act  in  1691,  and  it  is  so  stated  in  the 
Manual.  How  or  when  the  name  Falmouth  was  given  to 
the  territory  embraced  in  Suckanesset  is  not  known,  and 
the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Suckanesset  cannot  be 
given  as  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Falmouth. 

Northfield  offers  another  illustration.  Feb.  22,  1714, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  "  plantation  of 
Squakeag,  formerly  called  Northheld,"  the  grant  for  a 
plantation  was  revived,"  the  ''town  to  be  called  North- 
field."  June  10,  1715,  this  order  was  continued  for  three 
years.  Five  years  later,  Dec.  6,  1720,  the  committee  for 
the  plantation  was  continued  for  two  years,  and  June  15, 
1723,  Northfield  Avas  givx^n  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
towns.  Unfortunately,  the  first  volume  of  Northfield 
records  has  been  missing  for  many  years,  otherwise  it  migiit 
be  possible  to  ascertain  when  Squakeag  was  formerly 
called  Northhcld,"  or  Nvhen  the  inhabitants  considered  the 
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settlement  a  town.  The  first  mention  of  the  name  in  the 
records  of  the  Sttitc  is  Feb.  22,  1714,  and  that  is,  therefore, 
given  in  the  Manual,  ^\'it]lOlIt  an  attcm[)t  to  fix  the  date  of 
settlement  or  incorporation  of  Northficld. 

The  question  is  sometimes  raised  as  to  how  certain  towns 
became  towns  or  acquired  corporate  rights,  no  direct  legis- 
lation concerning  their  establishment  or  incorporation  haN'ing 
been  enacted.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
the  legislation  presented  for  the  first  time  in  the  table  in  the 
Manual  for  1904  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  establish  the 
corporate  capacit}^  of  all  towns  not  otherwise  incorporated. 

The  dates  of  all  dat/.H  in  the  table  prior  to  Sept.  3,  1752, 
are  marked  with  an  asterisk,  signifying  "  Old  Style." 
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-  To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Rej)resenlaiives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  thirteenth  report  of  this 
Y  coKiii^ission,  being  the  seventeenth  in  the  series  of  reports 
Y,  on  the  public  records. 

-  V.       /  '  ■  , 

-  ^  Results  of  the  Work. 

To  mention  specific  cases  of  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  records,  or  in  the  buildings  Avhere  they  are  kept, 
seems  unnecessary,  but  it  can  be  said  that  improvements  are 
constantly  being  made. 

The  requirements  for  improvements  upon  the  records  are 
complied  witli  without  nmch  delay,  as  the  matter  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  custodians,  but  as  those  upon  the  buildings 
need  the  action  of  county  commissioners,  city  governments, 
or  selectmen,  and  involve  considerable  expenditures,  they 
are  often  delayed  and  need  mucli  urging. 

While  not  wishing  to  claim  any  results  not  the  work  of 
the  commissioner,  he  feels  justified  in  claiming  that  nmch 
of  the  improvement  in  conditions  attaching  to  semi-public 
and  private  records  is  due  to  his  work.  Suggestions  and 
recommendations  are  constantly  asked  for  concerning  safe 
depositaries,  copying,  and  binding,  and  as  to  proper  paper 
and  ink  to  be  used  for  the  records,  the  statement  often  being 
made  that  the  ink  used,  ev^en  recently,  is  fading.  Many  of 
the  church  records  inchidod  among  these  supply  vital  records 
not  found  in  the  public  records,  and  their  preservation  is 
equally  important.  The  inquiries  come  not  only  from 
within  the  Slate,  but  from  government  oflicials,  and  from 
State  and  municipal  olliccrs  in  many  of  the  States,  and 
from  abroad,  one  having  been  received  from  New  Zealand. 
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As  a  result  of  the  success  attending  the  required  treat- 
ment by  the  silk  process  of  volumes  and  papers  supposed  to 
be  beyond  reclamation,  much  of  this  work  has  been  done  in 
other  States,  and  for  the  colleges,  historical  and  other  soci- 
eties liaving  valuable  records  or  manuscripts. 

Ignorance  of  the  Law. 

Much  of  the  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  is  because  of 
ignorance  of  it  among  the  persons  having  the  care  of  the 
records.  Where  the  records  arc  by  law  placed  in  the  cus- 
tody of  a  single  designated  person  he  is  more  likely  to  keep 
himself  informed  than  where  responsibility  is  divided,  and 
it  is  easy  for  the  commissioner  to  keep  such  persons  advised 
as  to  the  requirements.  There  are  apparently  comparatively 
few  selectmen,  assessors,  school  committee-men,  or  members 
of  the  other  boards  in  the  toAvns  who  know  that  they  are 
obliged  to  enter  all  their  "  votes,  orders  and  proceedings  in 
books,"  and  shall  designate  a  custodian  of  them,  and  that 
this  custodian  must  take  the  same  care  of  them  that  the 
town  clerk  must  take  of  his,  and  that  they  shall  be  kept  in 
fireproof  receptacles. 

To  reach  the  members  of  all  these  boards  is  practicalh' 
impossible.  The  members  cannot  be  reached  by  circular, 
although  several  schemes  for  it  have  been  tried.  If  a  board 
which  has  had  its  attention  called  to  the  matter  attempts 
improvements  the  chances  are  that  membership  changes 
and  conditions  fall  into  the  old  rut.  As  a  consequence,  a 
greater  part  of  the  boards  keep  no  records  of  votes  and  pro- 
ceedings, have  no  custodian  of  whatever  books  and  papers 
they  do  have,  and  except  on  the  part  of  the  assessors,  little 
attention  is  given  to  their  preservation.  The  improvement 
in  conditions  pertaining  to  the  records  of  these  boards  is 
consequently  slow,  and  it  is  difficult  to  hurry  it. 

Papers  reloncinc;  to  the  Filks. 
Section  14  of  chapter  ^5  of  the  lievised  Laws  provides  for 
the  preservation  of  papers  belonging  to  the  files.    In  re- 
quiring the  preservation  of  certain  papers  which  'Mn  the 
nature  of  things  "  (to  quote  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt)  would 
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be  considered  belonging  to  the  files,  the  commissioner  was 
met  with  the  claim  that  as  there  was  no  statute  requiring 
them  to  be  filed,  they  could  not  be  so  considered,  and  no 
provision  need  be  made  for  their  preservation  in  safes  or 
vaults.  The  question  was,  therefore,  submitted  to  the  Hon- 
orable Attorney-General,  whose  oi)inion  was  transmitted  in 
the  following  letter  :  — 

Commonwealth  ok  Massachusetts, 
Office  of  the  Attounev-CJeneual,  IJostox,  .July  8,  V.m. 

RoiiKiiT  T.  Swan,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Ptiblic  Records. 

Deak  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  commnnicatioii  of  June  2  in  which 
you  submit  for  my  coiisideriitiou  the  following  question  :  — 

Are  cancelled  promissory  notes,  receipted  bills  and  vouchers 
of  various  kinds,  showing  payment  and  receipt  of  money,  included 
among  the  papers  '  belonging  to  the  files'  mentioned  in  chapter 
35,  section  14,  of  the  IJevised  Laws?" 

I  assume  that  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  inquiry  relate  to 
property  or  administrative  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  a 
county,  city  or  town,  and  are  in  the  custody  of  duly  authorized 
public  officials  representing  the  Commonwealth  or  the  several 
counties,  cities  or  towns. 

Section  14,  referred  to  in  the  question  of  the  commissioner,  is 
$is  follows :  — 

Every  original  paper  belonging  to  the  files  of  the  commonwealth,  or 
of  any  county,  city  or  town,  bearing  date  earlier  than  the  year  eighteen 
hundred,  every  book  of  registry  or  record,  every  deed  to  the  common- 
wealth or  to  any  county,  city  or  town,  every  report  of  an  agent,  otlicer 
or  committee  relative  to  bridges,  highways,  streets,  town  ways,  sewers 
or  other  state,  county  or  municipal  interests  or  matters  which  are  not 
required  to  be  recorded  in  a  book,  and  arc  not  so  recorded,  shall  be 
preserved  and  safely  kept,  and  every  other  paper  belonging  to  such 
files  shall  be  kept  for  seven  years  after  the  latest  original  entry  therein 
or  thereon,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law  ;  and  no  such  paper  shall 
be  destroyed  without  the  written  approval  of  the  commissioner  of 
public  records. 

This  latter  section,  which  is  a  re-enactment  of  St.  1904,  chapter 
356,  must  be  construed  to  require  that  every  paper  belonging  to 
the  files  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  any  county,  city  or  town, 
shall  be  retained  for  at  least  seven  years,  unless  other  provision 
is  made  by  law,  and  that  certain  specified  papers  and  records  shall 
not  be  destroyed  at  all. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  promissory  notes,  receipted  bills  and 


6 


PUBLIC  EECOKDS. 


[Jan. 


vouchers  are  properly  papers  belonging  to  the  files,  and  are  there- 
fore required  to  be  preserved  for  seven  years.  While  it  is  true 
that  such  papers  are  not  in  the  majorit}"  of  eases  required  by  law 
to  be  filed  within  the  meaning  of  Revised  Laws,  chapter  35,  sec- 
tion 5,  which  defines  public  records,  and  are  not  necessarily  pre- 
served for  the  reason  that  they  are  public  records,  they  are, 
nevertheless,  papers  belonging  to  the  files,  and  their  preservation 
is  required  for  the  reason  that  they  are  or  may  be  of  importance 
as  evidence  in  the  event  of  actions  brought  against  the  Common- 
wealth, or  any  county,  city  or  town,  upon  the  matters  to  which 
they  relate.  They  are,  in  fact,  private  records  of  the  departments 
by  which  they  are  kept,  and  as  such  are  an  essential  part  of  the 
files  of  such  department.  Their  filing  is  required  not  by  express 
provision  of  law  but  by  the  necessity  for  their  preservation  for  the 
purposes  of  evidence. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  your  question  must  be 
answered  in  the  aflirmative. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Hp:kbekt  Pauker, 

Attorney-  General. 

Official  Bonds. 
In  examining  the  files  in  the  several  towns  the  commis- 
sioner has  noted  a  laxity  in  regard  to  the  custody  of  official 
bonds.  While  the  matter  of  their  preservation  for  the  re- 
quired time  as  part  of  the  files  is  within  his  province,  their 
security  from  pm^loining  is  not,  but  is  called  to  public  atten- 
tion upon  the  general  principle  that  prevention  is  better 
than  cure. 

The  statutes  concerning  these  bonds  seem  to  have  been 
drawn  with  an  indefiniteness  needing  amending,  as  in  many 
if  not  most  cases  the  custodians  of  the  different  bonds  are 
not  specified.  For  instance,  the  treasurer  of  a  town  "  shall 
give  bond  ;  "  the  collector  ' '  shall  give  bond  to  the  town  ;  " 
*<  a  constable  who  has  given  bond  to  the  town  "  and  has 
filed  the  same  .  .  .  with  the  town  clerk  ;  "  the  treasurer  of 
a  fire  district    shall  give  a  bond." 

In  many  of  the  towns  all  or  several  of  the  town  officers 
have  access  to  the  safes  or  vaults  where  the  files  must  be 
kept,  and  it  often  happens  that  they  could  at  any  time  take 
bonds  they  have  given,  or  ui)on  which  they  are  bondsmen. 
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It  is  quite  common  for  the  clerk,  who  alone  lias  access,  to 
be  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  it  is  related  that  some  years  ago 
a  clerk  and  treasurer  was  kind  enough  to  his  bondsmen  to 
destroy  his  bond  as  treasurer  before  he  absconded  with  a 
considerable  sum. 

Town  officers  maybe  obliged  to  give  bonds  as  citizens  for 
carrying  on  certain  lines  of  business,  such  as  auctioneering, 
money  lending,  or  liquor  selling,  in  which  case  their  bonds 
would  be  accessible  to  .them. 

Pending  legislation  or  the  adoi)tion  of  by-laws  the  town 
officers  owe  it  to  the  towns  to  see  that  bonds  are  deposited 
where  persons  who  might  have  an  object  in  destroj^ing  them 
cannot  obtain  them. 

Delinquent  Custodians. 
When  the  commissioner  commenced  his  tours  of  inspec- 
tion in  1889  he  was  temi)ted  to  report  in  detail  the  cases  of 
utter  neglect  to  compl}^  with  the  requirements  of  the  statutes 
on  the  part  of  the  persons  responsible  for  the  safety  and  con- 
dition of  the  records,  but  as  they  were  so  many,  and  came 
partly  from  divided  responsibility  and  partly  from  following 
precedent,  it  seemed  hardly  just.  Nor  did  it  seem  best  to 
threaten  prosecution,  and  the  conclusion  to  do  neither  was 
stated  in  an  early  report.  But  constant  prodding,  person- 
ally, by  circular,  and  through  the  annual  reports,  would 
seem  to  make  ignorance  of  the  requirements  no  longer  an 
excuse,  and  flagrant  cases  may  hereafter  be  reported. 

Lending  Kecords. 

It  was  quite  a  conmion  custom  prior  to  the  establishment 
of  the  commission  for  clerks  to  lend  their  records  and  papers 
to  persons  asking  for  them,  especially  to  historians,  who, 
strange  to  say,  usually  took  no  care  for  their  safety.  This 
the  commissioner  immediately  forbade,  and  the  clerks  have 
since  been  able  to  quote  their  instructions  as  reason  for 
refusing,  which  they  had  been  loath  to  do. 

The  printing  of  the  vital  records  authorized  by  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  led  persons  who  had  in  mind  copy- 
ing for  the  purpose,  and  some  who  were  to  copy,  to  ask  of 
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the  tow  11  clerks  that  they  let  the  records  go  out  of  their 
custody,  sometimes  to  be  taken  out  of  town.  The  claim 
was  made  that  this  was  an  exceptional  case,  as  tliey  were  to 
be  used  in  the  public  Avork.  To  pi-event  the  risk  which 
might  result  from  compliance  with  these  requests  by  thought- 
less clerks,  and  to  relieve  the  clerks  who  would  reluse  from 
being  thought  "  cranky,"  as  they  are  often  charged  with  being 
when  they  attempt  to  improve  upon  the  lax  conditions  which 
have  prevailed,  the  commissioner  sent  to  each  of  the  city 
and  town  clerks  the  following  circular  :  — 

Dear  Sir: — Anticipating  an  inquiry  which  is  made  by  many 
of  the  city  and  town  clerks,  I  would  say  that  under  no  circum- 
stances should  your  records  be  carried  out  of  your  cit}'  or  town 
for  copying,  neither  should  they  be  taken  out  of  your  custody 
within  the  city  or  town.  Some  persons  desiring  to  copy  them  for 
printing,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470  of  the  Acts 'of  1002, 
are  asking  permission  for  the  custody  of  them. 

If,  however,  you  make  arrangements  with  a  copyist  to  use  them 
in  a  place  within  the  city  or  town,  approved  by  you,  where  their 
safety  will  be  assured  and  their  lawful  use  at  reasonable  times  not 
interfered  with,  and  where  they  will  be  when  not  in  actual  use  in 
safes  or  vaults  as  safe  as  those  provided  by  the  selectmen,  you 
will  be  complying  with  the  law. 

Yours  truly, 

Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 

The  conmiissioner  has  reason  to  believe  that  this  rule  is 
strictly  enforced.  Non-compliance  with  it  would  seem  to 
warrant  prosecution. 

Despite  the  instructions  the  most  liagrant  case  of  careless 
lending  was  recently  discovered,  the  records  having  been 
loaned,  however,  before  the  circular  was  issued.  Four 
dilapidated  volumes  comprising  all  the  ancient  records  of  a 
town  were  loaned  and  taken  to  Chicago.  The  borrower  had, 
unknown  to  the  clerk,  been  dead  a  few  months  when  the 
commissioner  learned  the  facts.  The  records,  which  had 
been  kept  unprotected  from  lire  in  a  wooden  house  in  the 
suburbs  of  Chicago,  remote  from  fire  apparatus,  were  re- 
turned to  him,  and  after  being  bound  were  sent  to  the  town. 
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Another  case  Avhicli  resuUed  in  the  burninii*  of  nn  ancient 
vohimc  has  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
commissioner.  As  lie  was  deceived  about  it,  and  is  obliged 
to  retract  the  published  slatement  made  in  1903  that  since 
the  establishment  of  the  commission,  as  far  as  could  be 
learned,  no  records  liad  been  burned  for  which  substitutes 
cannot  be  found,  the  rule  of  not  naming  the  town  is  broken. 
In  1894  an  ancient  volume  of  the  town  of  Palmer  was  loaned, 
and  burned  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  the  store  where  it  was 
unprotected,  but  the  fact  was  ke})t  from  the  commissioner 
when,  soon  after,  he  visited  the  clerk  and  relied  upon  his 
statement  that  there  had  been  no  change  in  the  condition  of 
affairs.  There  is  a  poor  copy  of  the  vohime,  and  the  present 
clerk  has  recovered  a  quantity  of  papers  belonging  to  the 
files  of  the  period  covered  by  the  burned  volume,  and  these, 
with  some  found  by  Mr.  Fred  AVilder  Cross  in  Springlield, 
are  safe  in  tlie  vault  recently  built  by  the  town. 

Danger  to  the  Records. 

A  great  danger  to  town  records  exists  in  the  large 
amount  of  printed  matter  stored  in  proximity  to  them. 
Aside  from  town  reports  this  consists  chiefly  of  the  public 
documents,  reports  of  boards  and  commissions,  pamphlet 
editions  of  the  laws,  and  the  Massachusetts  Reports,  cdl, 
where  they  are  and  in  their  present  condition  absolutely  use- 
less. Ballots,  used  and  unused,  are  included  in  the  mass, 
and  the  pamphlets  containing  the  laws  and  resolves  can  be 
found  by  the  hundreds. 

For  brevity  all  the  above  will  be  designated  under  the 
term  usually  used  in  the  cities  and  towns,  —  stufi*."  Most 
of  this  is  sent  to  the  town  clerk,  or  to  the  office  of  the 
toAvn  clerk,"  with  the  result  that  in  many  cases  it  goes  to 
his  house  or  i)lace  of  business,  where  it  is  stowed  wherever  a 
place  can  be  found,  from  cellar  to  attic.  If  there  is  a  room 
known  as  the  town  office,  or  the  selectmen's  room,  it  usually 
goes  to  the  building  in  which  that  is  located,  and  after  all 
available  space  in  the  room  is  filled  it  is  put  wherever  it  will 
seem  to  be  most  out  of  the  way.  Wherever  it  is  located  it 
is  a  constant  menace,  and  rooms  where  records  are  kept  and 
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where  there  would  otherwise  be  little  to  burn,  some  being- 
fireproof,  contain  enouoh  to  endanger  the  records.  In  some 
instances  it  has  been  piled  in  vaults  where  there  was  a  ten- 
denc}^  to  dampness,  with  the  result  that  it  has  absorbed 
moisture  to  such  an  extent  that  its  removal  has  been 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  records. 

It  has  caused  another  danger  to  the  records  from  the  fact 
that  records  and  papers  placed  years  ago  in  chests,  closets, 
or  other  receptacles  have  been  buried  in  the  accunmlation. 
It  is  within  bounds  to  say  that  in  the  past  fourteen  years 
the  conmiissioner  has  delved  among  tons  of  this  printed 
matter,  where  he  has  found  volumes  of  the  records  which 
had  been  considered  lost,  early  tax  lists  numbering  hun- 
dreds, records  of  the  soldiers  in  the  rebellion,  unrecorded 
returns  of  marriages,  reports  of  comnuttees,  important  plans 
and  other  valuable  papers. 

It  would  seem  that  some  distribution  of  the  printed  mat- 
ter authorized  by  the  Legislature  might  be  made  which 
would  change  these  conditions.  Volumes  which  command  a 
price  beyond  the  dollar  mark  have  disappeared  from  many 
places,  and  the  Massachusetts  Reports  are  sometimes  devoted 
to  private  use,  in  two  cases  at  least,  not  being  retained  in 
the  town.  It  is  almost  a  custom  to  allow  them  to  remain  in 
the  wrappers  in  which  they  are  received. 

Accumulation  of  Records. 
Attention  has  been  called  to  the  accumulation  of  records 
and  the  necessit}^  for  increased  acconmiodations  for  them, 
resulting  in  the  construction  of  new  buildings  or  remodelling 
of  old.  The  suo:o:estion  was  made  to  the  commissioner 
some  years  ago  that  a  very  great  reduction  could  be  made 
in  the  bulk  of  the  court  records  by  discontinuing  the  ex- 
tended record,  making  a  more  brief  one,  and  providing  that 
the  papers  should  be  the  record.  Inquiry  at  the  time 
showed  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  recording  officers, 
members  of  the  bar,  and  persons  having  knowledge  of  the 
conditions,  and  the  commissioner  thought  it  useless  to  ad- 
vance the  idea,  but  there  is  now  a  strong  sentiment  in  its 
favor.  A  similar  system  prevails  in  some  of  the  other 
States. 
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Section  27  of  chapter  1G5  of  the  Revised  Laws  requires 
that  the  justices  of  the  several  courts  < '  shall  see  that  the 
records  are  made  up  seasonably  and  kept  in  good  order  ;  and, 
if  the  records  are  loft  incomplete  for  more  than  six  consecu- 
tive months,  such  neglect,  unless  caused  by  illness  or  casu- 
alty, shall  be  adjudged  a  forfeiture  of  the  bond  of  the  clerk." 
Yfith  the  appropriation  for  clerical  work  which  the  clerks 
can  obtain  it  is  an  absolute  impossibility  for  some,  if  not  all, 
of  the  courts  to  complete  their  records  within  the  six  months, 
or  a  much  longer  time.  Moreover,  the  records  are  so  vol- 
uminous that  the  clerks  cannot  give  the  supervision  they 
desire,  so  much  of  their  time  being  taken  by  the  sitting 
of  the  courts.  The  saving  in  clerical  work  would  be  a  very 
considerable  sum. 

The  initiative  in  this  matter  mi^-ht  well  come  from  the 
county  commissioners,  who  fmd  themselves  confronted  with 
providing  the  fireproof  quarters  for  these  records. 

After  the  above  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printers  severe 
criticism  of  Mr.  Willard,  the  deceased  clerk  of  the  superior 
court  for  civil  business  in  the  county  of  Suflblk,  appeared 
in  the  press,  in  ^vdlich  the  statement  was  made  that  his  rec- 
ords were  far  in  arrears,  and  that  he  had  spent  money 
right  and  left,  regardless  of  his  appropriations." 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  commissioner  to  treat 
as  confidential  all  information  and  su<>o'estions  communicated 
to  him  concerning  the  records,  largely  because  of  the  danger 
from  politics  to  the  persons  having  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  records.  If  the  suggestions  have  seemed  wise  and  prac- 
tical, and  were  ai)proved  by  persons  well  informed  u})on  the 
subjects,  the  commissioner  has  advanced  them  upon  his  own 
responsibility.  This  criticism  of  Mr.  AYillard,  to  which  he 
cannot  rejdy,  seems,  however,  to  justify  the  following  state- 
ment in  his  defence,  and  although  it  furnishes  a  strong  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  suggestion  above  made,  and  another  in 
favor  of  removal  of  politics  from  the  recording  ollices,  he 
would  not  otherwise  have  been  (juoted. 

About  1890  he  callc^d  the  attention  of  the  commissioner 
to  the  mass  of  what  he  tei*med  "useless"  volumes  in  his 
office,  and  made  the  suggestion,  above  quoted,  for  a  more 
brief  record,  and  desired  the  conunissioner  to  recommend  to 
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the  Legislature  a  bill  autliorizini2:  an  abbreviated  record, 
and  establishing  tlie  files  as  the  record.  As  arguments,  he 
said  that  the  United  States  courts  required  certification  of 
the  papers,  not  of  the  record  ;  tliat  the  justices  invariably 
referred  to  them  rather  than  to  the  record  ;  and  that  with 
any  appropriation  he  was  able  to  obtain  it  was  absolutel}^ 
impossible  to  keep  the  record  m'itten  up  to  a  date  approach- 
ing that  required  by  law.  To  the  suggestion  that  a  bill 
presented  hy  Idrti  to  the  Legislature  would  carry  more 
weight,  he  replied  that  the  reduction  that  would  be  made  in 
the  large  number  of  persons  employed  and  drawing  pay  from 
his  appropriation  would  arouse  an  opposition  Avhich  would 
be  carried  into  politics  and  cost  him  his  position,  for  as  it 
was  he  was  hampered  by  politicians  wlKai  he  asked  for  the 
appropriations  he  .was  able  to  obtain. 

Politics  in  Recording  OrncEs. 
In  treating  this  subject,  political  contests  within  the  par- 
ties are  recognized  as  being  as  .detrimental  as  contests 
between  them. 

In  the  last  report  the  removing  of  the  offices  of  the  record- 
ing officers  from  politics  was  advocated,  as  it  has  been  from 
time  to  time  in  these  reports,  and  the  following  statement 
was  made  :  - — 

The  attempts  to  make  the  ofllces  of  the  recording  officers  politi- 
cal prizes  still  continue,  to  the  detriment  of  the  records  and  the 
public  service.  Honest  service  and  efficiency  gained  by  experience 
count  for  nothing  as  against  such  a  doctrine,  recently  printed,  as 
that  an  office  "has  been  a  gift  to  the  party  long  enough;"  and 
when  a  minority  party,  or  a  faction  within  a  party,  sees  a  possible 
chance  for  a  new  candidate,  he  is  brought  forward. 

Fortunately,  the  attempts  of  the  politicians  do  not  meet  with 
much  success,  but  they  are  becoming  more  frequent,  several 
opposing  candidates  liaving  been  brought  forward  this  year ;  and 
the  uncertainty  pertaining  to  an  office  counts  against  the  best 
possible  administration  of  it. 

The  judiciary  of  Massaclui setts  largely  owes  its  high  standard 
to  the  fact  tliat  the  judges  are  appointed,  and  are  absolutely 
removed  from  politics.  The  clerks  of  the  poUce,  municipal,  and 
district  courts  are  appointed,  and  opinion  is  growing  that  the 
clerks  of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts,  and  the  registers  of 
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deeds  and  of  probate,  allied  as  they  are  to  the  judicial  system, 
should  be.  Continued  introduction  of  politics  into  these  ollices 
will  tend  to  bring  this  about. 

It  was  not  supposed  that  the  year  to  follow  would  furnish 
such  striking  examples  of  the  need  of  taking  these  offices 
out  of  politics  as  are  set  forth  later,  but  with  these  freshly 
in  mind  there  would  seem  to  be  no  better  time  to  consider 
such  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  such  legislation 
as  will  authorize  a  return  to  the  requirement  that  clerks  of 
the  courts  shall  be  appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  and  that  registers  of  probate  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor.  In  most  of  the  counties  the 
judges  of  probate  appoint  the  assistant  register,  and  may 
remove  him,  while  in  Suffolk  County  the  register  api)oints 
the  assistant,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  judges,  and  may 
remove  him.  It  might,  therefore,  be  thought  advisable  to 
have  the  judges  ai)i)oint  the  registers  as  ^vell. 

The  appointment  of  registers  of  deeds  is  also  recom- 
mended, and  while  this  is  an  entirely  new  departure  it  does 
not  seem  inconsistent.  The  appointment  of  an  assistant 
register,  by  the  register,  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
justices  of  the  superior  court,  though  the  register  may 
remove  him.  This  would  seem  to  establish  a  connection 
between  the  registrj^  and  the  judicial  system. 

In  the  last  report  the  statement  was  made  that  an  under- 
handed ' '  deal '!  in  the  llepublican  convention  in  Berkshire 
County  resulted  in  the  nomination,  by  a  bare  majority  of 
two,  of  a  new  candidate  for  register  of  probate,  who  was 
elected,  displacing  an  experienced  and  eflicient  register. 
For  this  statement  the  commissionei-  was  criticised  by  the 
press,  though  no  denial  of  the  fact  ever  reached  him,  and  he 
was  told  that  it  was  "  time  enough  to  interfere  Avhen  there 
was  a  known  deterioration  in  the  character  of  the  public 
records."  lie  had  already  "interfered"  in  181)0,  when  ho 
found  that  the  entering  of  politics  into  the  offices,  and  the 
short  and  uncertain  terms  of  the  city  and  town  clerks,  were 
tending  toicard  a  deterioration  in  the  j-ecords,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  interfere  until  1!)01 .    Then  the  Legislature  allowed 
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cities  and  towns  to  accept  an  act  he  had  labored  for  provid- 
ing for  three-3^ear  terms  for  their  clerks,  and  27  of  the  cities 
immediately  accepted  it,  ou\y  rejecting  it,  and  those  hy 
small  majorities,  and  the  towns  are  gradually  accepting  it. 

Moreover,  in  La>vrence,  where  there  had  been  a  bitter  con- 
test almost  every  year,  and  the  supreme  court  recently  was 
obliged  to  settle  the  validity  of  the  election,  the  people 
have  just  voted,  by  a  vote  of  5,933  votes  in  the  affirmative 
to  1,350  in  the  negative,  to  elect  the  city  clerk  by  popular 
vote,  and  have  elected  the  incumbent  who  had  served  the 
three  years,  he  being  the  only  candidate. 

Encouraged  by  this  success  the  commissioner  hopes  to 
accomplish  something  in  the  effort  to  eliminate  politics 
from  all  the  recording  offices,  although  he  has  been  advised 
that  it  is  "risky  to  touch  upon  politics."  As  it  is  his 
duty  to  "annually  report  to  the  General  Court  any  recom- 
mendations and  suggestions  as  to  the  public  records,"  it  is 
presumable  that  he  will  state  reasons  for  the  recommenda- 
tions, and  re-enforce  his  reasons  with  facts.  If  setting 
forth  the  facts  from  a  non-partisan  standpoint  constitutes  a 
risk,  he  incurs  it  again  by  the  following  statements  :  — 

In  Barnstable  County  the  clerk  of  the  courts  died,  and 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  appointed  a  suc- 
cessor whose  a[)pointment  read,  .  .  .  "we,  a  majority  of 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  do  hereby  appoint 
Alfred  Crocker,  Esquire,  of  Barnstable  in  said  county,  to 
be  clerk  of  the  courts  for  said  county  of  Barnstable,  and  to 
hold  office  until  another  is  elected  and  qualified  in  his  stead, 
in  accordance  with  the  law  made  and  provided  therefor." 

The  judgment  of  the  court  was  accepted  and  the  appointee 
was  elected  without  opposition. 

In  Bristol  County  a  serious  condition  exists.  The  register 
of  deeds  for  the  northern  district,  at  Taunton,  died  in  April, 
1904,  and  the  county  commissioners  appointed  a  successor. 
There  were  nearly  twenty  jipplicants,  but  the  appointment 
was  unanimous.  When  the  Re})ul)lican  convention  for  llie 
nomination  of  a  candidate  for  register  was  held  some  doubt 
arose  as  to  the  validity  of  the  convention,  inasmuch  as  the 
call  issued  by  the  Republican  Slate  Connnittee  had  not,  for 
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some  of  the  towns,  included  the  call  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  such  convention.  The  convention  was  held 
and  the  incumbent  who  had  been  appointed  was  defeated  by 
six  votes.  Objections  were  raised  to  the  certificate  placing 
in  nomination  the  nominee  of  that  convention,  and  the 
matter  went  to  the  Ballot  Law  Connnission,  Avho  decided 
that  neither  candidate  could  go  upon  the  ballot.  Both  then 
ran  upon  nomination  papers  as  Ilepublican  Citizens,  and 
the  nominee  of  the  convention  was  defeated  after  a  contest 
said  to  have  aflcctcd  other  ofllces. 

The  seriousness  of  the  situation  was  then  realized,  for  if 
the  convention  was  not  legally  called,  the  legality  of  the 
election  is  doubtful ,  and  the  titles  to  property  recorded  by  a 
register  not  duly  elected  might  be  clouded.  The  question 
may  be  carried  to  the  supreme  court,  and  if  the  election 
was  illegal  the  register  Avho  was  legally  appointed  to  hold 
until  his  successor  is  qualified  will  hold  until  another  elec- 
tion. 

The  struggle  for  the  clerkship  of  the  superior  court  for 
civil  business  in  Suffolk  Countj^  furnishes  the  best  illustra- 
tion of  the  evil  of  keeping  these  offices  in  politics,  and  has 
convinced  the  people  of  it  better  than  years  of  appeal  to 
them  would  have  by  a  commissioner  always  cognizant  of  it. 
It  is  the  old  story  of  a  calamity  being  needed  to  convince 
the  people  that  w^arnings  were  not  unnecessarj^,  for  this  may 
almost  be  termed  a  calamity  from  the  attempts  to  drag  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  into  the  controversy  by  state- 
ments in  the  nominating  conventions  that  their  action  in  the 
matter  of  appointment  had  been  influenced  by  politics,  an 
almost  unheard  of  thing  in  Massachusetts.  Statements  were 
also  made  that  the  offices  of  the  recording  otlicers  in  Suffolk 
Count}^  were  by  agreement  divided  between  the  two  leading 
political  parties,  and  that  such  an  agreement  should  not  be 
interfered  with.  And  as  if  this  were  not  insultiiiir  enoui^h 
to  the  efficient  occupants  of  these  offices  a  list  of  the  clerks 
of  the  courts  in  the  other  counties  (one  of  whom  had  died) 
was  published  in  the  press  stating  that  they  were  all  Eepub- 
licans,  followed  by  the  claim  that  this  was  hardly  a  fair 
distribution  of  the  ofHces.''     As  many  of  these  clerks  had 
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had  no  opposition,  their  politics  evidently  not  concerning 
the  voters,  tlic  claim  should  have  liad  no  weight. 

The  situation  in  this  countv'  was  peculiar.  The  clerk 
having  died  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  pro- 
moted an  assistant  clerk  to  the  vacanc}^  his  ai)pointment 
reading,  .  .  .  "is  hereby  ap})ointed,  under  the  provision 
therefor  in  section  227  of  chapter  11  of  the  Eevised  Laws, 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  for  civil  business  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk  in  place  of  Joseph  A.  AVillard,  deceased."  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  form  diilers  from  that  in  Barnstable 
County.  Politics  was  then  introduced,  and  His  Excellency 
was  asked  to  order  an  election  for  a  clerk.  The  question 
then  arose  whether  the  appointment  was  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  deceased  clerk  or  until  the  next  regular  election 
of  clerk,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Honorable 
Attorney-General  for  an  opinion.  The  question  which  he 
had  chiefly  to  consider  was  Avhether  the  clerk  of  the  supe- 
rior court  for  civil  business  and  the  clerk  of  the  superior 
court  for  criminal  business  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  were  in- 
included  in  the  designation  "a  clerk  of  the  courts."  He 
decided  that,  ''to  speak  Avdth  the  utmost  strictness,"  neither 
is  '*  clerk  of  the  courts."  "Since,  however,  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  Eevised  Laws  is  open  to  different  meanings" 
he  rendered  his  decision  based  upon  the  evident  intent  of 
the  statutes^  and  decided  an  election  was  necessary. 

An  election  Avas  held,  an  assistant  clerk  other  than  the 
appointee  of  the  justices  being  the  Ilepublican  candidate, 
the  Democratic  candidate  being  a  person  not  connected 
with  the  court,  and  although  the  latter  was  elected  the  vote 
showed  a  sentiment  of  non-partisanship  in  regard  to  these 
offices  which  warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  people  are 
ready  to  take  them  out  of  politics. 

It  offers  "food  for  reflection"  when  the  sworn  statement 
ot  the  candidate  elected  shows  an  expenditure  of  $5,230, 
and  that  of  the  defeated  candidate  $1,500.06.  The  whole 
matter  cannot  but  have  a  bad  efl'ect  in  the  recording  oflices, 
and  especially  in  Sufl'olk  ('ount}^  where  the  factional  con- 
tests are  likely  to  further  enter  them. 

That  legislation  is  necessary  in  the  whole  matter  of  clerks 
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and  assistants  in  the  courts  is  evident  Itoui  the  fact  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  referred  to  was  necessary, 
and  because  of  the  inconsistencies  and  tiie  uncertainty  attach- 
ing to  many  of  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  pertaining-  to 
them,  as  cited  below. 

The  parts  of  the  statutes  about  which  there  seem  to  be 
no  doubts  provide  that :  -— 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority 
of  them  sJudl  appoint :  — 

A  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  for  the  Common- 
wealth, for  a  term  of  five  years.    (K.  L.,  c.  105,  §  1.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  in  the 
county  of  SuHblk,  for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Bristol, 
for  three  years.    (E.  L.,  c.  1(35,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for^the  county  of  Essex, 
for  three  years.    (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Hampden, 
for  three  years,  who  ma}^  be  a  woman.    (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  count}'^  of  Middle- 
sex, for  three  years.    (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
for  three  years.    (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, for  three  years.    (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority 
of  them  way  appoint :  — 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  for  the 
Commonwealth,  for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  1.) 

A  second  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  5.) 

A  second  and  a  third  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  for  three  years.    (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  5.) 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority  of 
them  may  remox  e  :  — 

The  clerk  and  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial 
court  for  the  Commonwealth.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  1.) 
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The  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  In  the 
county  of  Suffolk,     (K.  L.,  c.  10;'),  §  4.) 

The  "  clerks  of  the  courts."    (E.  L.,  c.  ir)G,  §  4.) 

The  clerk  "of  their  own  court."  (E.  L.,  c.  156,  §  4.) 
Apparently  already  provided  for  by  the  two  sections  last 
quoted. 

The  assistant  clerks  of  the  courts  for  tlie  counties  of 
Bristol,  Essex,  Hampden,  Middlesex,  Norfolk,  and  Worces- 
ter.   (E.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

The  justices  of  the  superior  court  or  a  majority  of  them 
may  appoint :  — 

Nine  assistant  clerks  of  the  superior  court  for  civil  busi- 
ness in  the  county  of  SuiTolk,  for  three  years,  one  of  whom 
shall  act  as  clerk  in  equity  proceedings.  (E.  L.,  c.  165, 
§  6.)  There  is  no  provision  for  rank  as  in  other  courts  hav- 
ing assistants. 

The  justices  of  the  superior  court  or  a  majority  of  them 
may  remove  :  — 

The  second  assistant  clerks  of  the  courts  for  the  counties 
of  Norfolk  and  Worcester.     (E.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 

The  assistant  clerks  of  the  courts  jyro  tempore  for  the 
counties  having  them.     (E.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 

The  assistant  clerk  j)^'o  tempore  of  the  superior  court  for 
criminal  business /o?*  the  countv  of  Suffolk.     (E.  L.,  c.  165, 

There  shall  be  elected  :  — 

In  each  of  the  counties  except  Suffolk  a  "  clerk  of  the 
courts"  for  five  years.     (E.  L.,  c.  11,  §  318.) 

In  the  county  of  Suffolk  a  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial 
court  for  the  county,  and  two  clerks  of  the  superior  court, 
one  for  civil  and  one  for  criminal  business,  for  five  years. 
(E.  L.,  c.  11,  §  318.) 

The  clerks  of  the  courts  for  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Worcester  niay  remove  their  m:ond  assistant  clerks  ;  the 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  I'or  criminal  business  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk  may  remove  the  clerk  ^/'O  temjjore;  the  clerks  of 
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the  courts  for  the  counties  having  clerks  j)ro  fenijyove  may 
remove  them.     (K.  L.,  c.  1G5,  §  7.) 

Upon  the  following  parts  of  the  statutes  there  are  doubts 
expressed  by  those  conversant  with  them,  and  with  the 
courts  :  — 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority 
of  them  wrt// appoint  a  fourtli  assistant  "clerk  of  courts'^ 
for  the  count3*of  Middlesex  "subject  to  the  provisions  of 
law  applicable  to  assistant  clerks  of  courts,"  whatever  those 
^  may  be.    (1903,  c.  137.) 

The  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Norfolk  may 
appoint  a  second  assistant  clerk,  but  whether  for  a  term  of 
one  year  or  three  years  is  doubtful.     (K.  L.,  c.  1G5,  §  7.) 

The  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Worcester  may 
appoint  a  second  assistant  clerk,  but  whether  for  a  term  of 
one  year  or  three  years  is  doubtful.  He  may  appoint  also 
a  third  assistant  clerk  "  subject  to  the  provisions  of  law 
applicable  to  assistant  clerks  of  courts."  (R.  L.,  c.  165, 
§  7  ;  1904,  c.  242.) 

The  clerk  of  the  superior  court  for  criminal  business  for 
the  county  of  Suftblk  and  the  clerks  of  the  courts  for  the 
counties  having  "  no  permanent  (  ?  )  second  assistant  clerks  " 
(Barnstable,  Berkshire,  Bristol,  Dukes  County,  Franklin, 
Hampden,  Hampshire,  Nantucket,  and  Plymouth)  may  each 
appoint  assistant  clerks  pro  tempore  for  one  year.  (How 
many?)    (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 

A  majority  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicijil  court 
"may  i^emove  from  office  the  clerks  of  the  courts  or  of  their 
own  court ;  and  if  sufficient  cause  is  shown  therefor,  and  it 
appears  that  the  public  good  so  requires,  may,  upon  a  bill, 
petition,  or  other  process,  upon  a  summary  hearing  or  other- 
wise, remove  a  clerk  of  the  superior  court."  (R.  L.,  c.  156, 
§  4.) 

Applying  the  "utmost  strictness  "  to  the  words  "clerks 
of  the  courts"  (to  (juote  the  Honorable  Attorney-General), 
it  is  claimed  that  there  are  no  provisions  in  the  statutes  for 
the  removal  of  the  second  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for 
the  county  of  Essex;  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  assistant 
clerks  of  said  court  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  the  third 
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assistant  clerk  of  said  court  for  the  county  of  AVorccstcr,  and 
the  nine  assi^stants,  without  rankinii;  numbers,  of  the  superior 
court  for  civil  business  in  the  county  of  Sutlblk. 

There  is  doubt  also  as  to  whom  the  words  a  clerk  of  the 
superior  court"  as  used  in  the  section  last  above  quoted 
apply.  A  clerk  of  the  courts  "  is  ''a  clerk  of  the  superior 
court,"  and  outside  of  the  county  of  Sullblk  of  the  justices' 
'*own  court."  The  question  is,  therefore,  *raised  whether 
clerk  of  the  superior  court "  applies  to  the  clerks  of  the 
superior  court  for  civil  and  for  criminal  business  in  the 
county  of  Suflblk,  or  to  any  clerk  appointed  for  service  in 
the  supei  ior  court. 

Copying. 

In  the  eleventh  report  attention  was  called  to  the  many 
so-called  copies  of  the  records  which  had  been  made,  and 
the  opinion  was  expressed  that  it  were  better  that  copying 
should  not  be  done  until  it  could  be  done  by  experts  and 
with  competent  supervision.  The  copying  now  being  car- 
ried on  for  the  printing  of  the  vital  records,  and  the  propo- 
sitions to  copy  for  that  purpose,  have  brought  the  subject  of 
copies  and  copyists  to  the  attention  of  the  commissioner 
with  renew^ed  force,  and  he  not  only  feels  justified  in  not 
attempting  to  oblige  the  copying  of  the  nmtilated  records 
of  the  towns,  as  required  by  statute,  but  to  advise  against 
its  being  done  without  consulting  him.  The  persons  com- 
petent to  do  it  are  few. 

It  is  as  necessary  for  one  copying  ancient  records  to  be 
familiar, with  them  generally,  as  it  is  for  one  copyirig  a  for- 
eign language  to  be  able  to  read  it.  Indistinct  strange 
words,  phrases,  and  spelling  Avhich  would  not  be  decipher- 
able to  a  novice  because  of  their  apparent  lack  of  meaning, 
are  recognized  by  an  expert.  A  novice  would  hardly  de- 
cipher })itts,"  which  would  convey  no  meaning,  but  which 
to  an  expert  would  be  recognized  as  meaning  pews;  like- 
wise, eury  "  for  jury  ;  "  kowkep"  for  cow-keep,  meaning 
public-herdsman;  ^'spitia"  for  specie;  "  hurdwarks "  for 
herd- walks,  uieaning  pastures;  "  enterdon  "  for  intention; 

Weder"  for  Widow  ;  "  Dis  Jest  the  town  depts  "  for  ad- 
just the  town  debts. 
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No  one  imfamilijir  Avitli  ancient  records  lias  a  riglit  idea  of 
the  time  required  for  correct  copying,  and  it  is  difL'ciilt  to 
convince  such  a  person  that  more  cannot  be  accomplished. 
In  ordinary  copying  AN^ords  and  sentences  are  easily  carried 
in  the  mind,  Avhereas  in  the  ancient  copying  it  must  be  done 
word  by  word,  and,  often  owing  to  the  quaint  spelling, 
letter  by  letter.  As  a  consequence,  copyists  willing  to 
accept  the  price  offered  on  a  basis  of  ordinary  coi)ying  can- 
not do  correct  work. 

A  great  fault  with  copyists  is  their  solving  of  doubts, 
which  are  no  more  than  guesses,  but,  solved  to  their  satis- 
faction, become  the  record  in  the  copy,  and  as  that  is  usu- 
ally more  consulted  than  the  original,  the  old  record  goes 
for  naught  and  a  false  one  is  begun.  And  worse  than  this, 
some  copyists,  having  satisfied  themselves,  have  written  on 
the  original  entry,  thereby  preventing  })ersons  more  expert 
than  themselves  from  perhai)s  solving  the  doubt. 

There  is  no  argument  so  convincing  as  an  example,  and 
one  among  hundreds  of  the  errors  and  absurdities  which 
may  be  perpetuated  is  here  given.  After  the  name  of  the 
bride  in  the  entry  of  the  marriage  of  two  negroes  the  word 
"  blacks  "  was  written,  but  in  such  a  way  that  it  was  road, 
as  can  easily  be  seen,  Clarke."  No  one  but  an  expert  on 
ancient  records  would  have  read  it  otherwise,  and  the  result 
in  the  copy  Avould  have  been  that  two  colored  persons  would 
have  been  assumed  to  have  been  white,  the  bride's  maiden 
name  would  have  disapi)eared,  and  a  woman  by  the  name  of 
Clarke  would  have  been  brought  into  existence  for  genealo- 
gists and  conveyancers  to  jmzzle  over.  An  expert  hesitated 
at  finding  a  person  with  a  middle  name  at  so  early  a  date. 
A  search  revealed  no  other  Clarkes  in  the  records,  and 
further  search  showed  that  instead  of  following  an  almost 
universal  custom  of  writing  "a  negro,"  or  ''servant  to," 
after  the  name  of  one,  the  recorder  had  written  "  black." 

The  name  Gorg"  transformed  into  "Posy"  by  the 
copyist,  and  certified  to  and  })rinted,  if  (jueried  by  the 
copyist  would  have  led  a  more  careful  investigator  to  lind  in 
the  registry  of  deeds  the  (ieorgo  for  whicli  he  was  searching. 
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Binding. 

That  the  dilapidated  records  shall  not  become  more  so, 
and  may  be  preserved  at  least  until  true  and  intelligible 
copies  can  be-madc,  the  commissioner  is  insisting  upon  their 
being-  rebound,  the  most  imi)ortant  records  being  given  first 
attention. 

Records  have  been  bound  by  the  Emery  Record  Pre- 
serving Company  during  the  }■  car  for  the  following  places  : 
Registry  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  Registry 
of  Deeds  Middlesex  Count}'  Southern  District,  Berlin,  Bol- 
ton, Chilmark,  CouAvay,  Dennis,  Granby,  Hamilton,  Har- 
vard, Hatfield,  Holden,  Huntington,  J^akeville,  Lancaster, 
Lenox,  ]\Iarblehead,  Pittsheld,  Rockland,  Sharon,  Sherborn, 
Shutesburj^,  Southwick,  AVareham,  Welllleet,  and  Worcester. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  cliapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  :  Arlington,  Bellingham,  Chilmark, 
Gill,  Great  Barrington,  Holden,  Manchester,  Marblehead 
(a  part),  Middleton,  New  Braintrce,  Petersham,  Shrews- 
bury, and  Upton. 

The  following  volumes  have  been  issued  :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Pearly  History  of 
Boston,  containhig  Boston  Town  Records,  1784  to  1796.  (This 
is  the  Thirty-first  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records,  formerly 
called  Record  Commissioners'  Reports.)  Edward  W.  McGlenen, 
City  Registrar.    Boston,  1903. 

BosTONi'.  A  Volume  relating  to  the  Early  History  of  Boston, 
containing  the  Aspinwall  Notarijd  Records  from  1644  to  1651. 
(This  is  the  Thirty-second  Report  in  the  series.)  Edward  W. 
McGlenen,  City  Registrar.    Boston,  1903. 

The  volume  mentioned  in  the  last  report  as  the  thirteenth  in  the 
series  should  have  been  the  tl)irticth. 

FiTCHDURo.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Eitchburg, 
Massachusetts.  A  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  records  contained  in 
Volume  VI.,  pages  1  to  278,  inchisive,  being  A'olume  Six  of  the 
Printed  Ixccords  of  the  Town.  Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis, 
City  Clerk.    Eitchburg,  1903. 
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Pens. 

It  seems  almost  an  absurdity  to  give  space  in  a  report  to 
so  insignificant  a  matter  as  a  steel  j)en,  but  the  complaint 
that  the  State  standard  ink  cats  up  and  wastes  the  pens" 
warrants  it.  That  this  ink  does  so  to  a  greater  extent  than 
other  properl}^  made  nut  gall  and  iron  inks,  which  are  the 
only  permanent  inks,  is  not  a  fact.  As  compared  with  the 
fugitive  aniline  inks  it  does,  and  should. 

In  1890,  when  the  connnissioner  commenced  his  investi- 
gations and  tests  of  the  inks  found  upon  the  market,  lie 
placed  in  each  of  67  small  vials  a  new  steel  pen  and  a  sample 
of  ink,  to  test  the  rusting  or  eating  tendency  of  the  inks. 
These  were  corked.  From  time  to  time  after  a  few  days 
several  of  the  corks  were  blown  out,  and  in  some  cases  the 
contents  boiled  over  in  the  form  of  foam,  owing  to  the  action 
of  acid  upon  the  pens.  These  were  recorked,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  few  weeks  all  the  G7  pens  were  removed.  Of  the 
67  inks  tested  50  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  records,  and 
the  pens  Avhicli  had  been  in  these  showed  little  or  no  sign  of 
rust,  Avhile  those  taken  from  the  1 7  approved  were  all  more 
or  less  eaten.  Similar  tests  have  been  made  for  comparing 
the  State  standard  ink  with  some  of  the  best  of  the  17 
approved,  and  the  difference  upon  the  pens  is  hardly  per- 
ceptible. These  tests  prove  that  an  ink  that  is  proper  for 
use  upon  records  should  have  a  tendency  to  "  bite  "  into  the 
pen  as  it  should  to  ' '  bite "  into  the  paper.  An  ink  may 
have  an  excess  of  acid  which  would  be  injurious  to  paper, 
but  basing  the  assertion  upon  the  statement  of  the  best 
authorities,  an  ink  equal  to  tlie  standard  established  by  the 
State  has  not. 

^lost  people  whose  attention  is  called  to  it  will  admit  that 
they  seldom  discard  a  pen  until  it  is  absolutely  Avorthless, 
and  that  there  is  nothing  costing  so  little  from  which  so 
much  use  is  expected.  It  would  not  seem  to  be  encouraging 
extravagance,  therefore,  to  suggest  that  pens  be  renewed 
more  frequently. 

That  a  pen  should  be  wiped  after  it  has  been  used  in  a 
permanent  ink  is  absolutely  essential,  though  no  injury  will 
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be  done  to  it  if  most  of  the  inks  in  use  are  allowed  to  evapo- 
rate on  it.  With  more  care  given  to  this  matter  there 
should  be  no  complaint  of  waste  of  pens.  "  A  poor  work- 
man quarrels  with  his  tools." 

Sta^iping  Pads. 

The  ground  has  been  taken  in  previous  reports  that  stamp- 
ing upon  the  records  is  illegal,  as  no  ink  should  be  used 
upon  them  but  the  State  standard  ink,  or  the  ink  in  approved 
typewriter  ribbons  or  pads.  The  claim  has  been  made  that 
this  position  conilicts  with  section  20  of  chapter  1()5  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  which  provides  that  A  fac-simile  of  the 
signature  of  the  clerk  of  any  court  in  the  commonwealth, 
imprinted  by  him  upon  any  Avrit,  summons,  order  of  notice 
or  order  of  attachment,  except  executions,  shall  have  the 
same  validity  as  his  written  signature." 

Notwithstanding  this  provision,  until  the  commissioner 
finds  some  more  })ermanent  inks  than  those  now  in  the  pads 
upon  the  market,  or  at  least  until  the  manufacturers  claim 
permanency  for  their  inks,  he  will  advise  against  the  use  of 
stamps.  Any  persons  desiring  to  test  the  impressions  made 
by  stamping  will  find  that  if  constantly  exposed  to  the  light 
they  will  be  legible  for  from  a  few  weeks  to  two  or  three 
years,  according  to  the  color  of  the  ink  or  kind  of  pad. 

Recouds  in  Pkivate  Possession. 
Persons  and  societies  advertise  the  fact  that  they  have,  or 
show  with  satisfaction,  volumes  of  ancient  records,  or  ancient 
papers,  which  are  part  of  the  records  of  a  town  or  church. 
These  are  of  no  use  where  they  are,  and  are  simply  shown 
as  curiosities  because  of  their  age.  The  persons  holding 
them  do }  not  consider  that  the}^  might  be  of  value  Avhere 
they  belong,  or  that  in  some  cases  they  su])ply  a  record  that 
has  long  been  wanted.  There  are  undoubtedly  in  private 
possession  volumes  now  especially  wanted  containing  vital 
records  to  be  incorporated  in  the  printed  records  to  bo 
issued. 

The  commissioner  ap})eals  to  all  having  any  public  rec- 
ords, and  especially  to  the  ollicers  of  societies  having  them, 
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to  see  that  those  are  returned  to  their  proper  custodians. 
Keeping  them  is  a  violation  of  law  for  which  a  penalty  is 
provided. 

Remodelling  Toavn  Halls. 
As  it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  town  halls  Avhich  are 
being  condemned  under  the  recent  statute  will  require  con- 
siderable remodelling,  it  seems  an  op])ortune  time  to  sug- 
gest that  thought  be  given  to  providing  more  security  lor 
the  records  kept  in  them,  b}^  the  construction  of  vaults. 
By  the  exercise  of  a  little  ingenuity  a  vault  can  often  be 
included  in  the  work  of  remodelling  at  little  expense  above 
the  cost  of  the  doors.  Better  than  this,  however,  is  the 
suggestion  made  in  the  report  of  1903,  again  presented  :  — 

The  burning  of  buildings  containing  public  records,  chiefly  town 
halls,  continues.  The  fires  are  apt  to  follow  an  evening  gathering 
—  a  caucus,  dance,  fair,  supper,  or  theatrical  entertainment  —  as 
a  result  of  carelessness  connected  therewith,  and  as  very  many  of 
the  small  towns  have  no  methods  for  extinguishing  fire,  one 
started  after  a  hall  is  closed  for  the  night  results  in  total  de- 
struction. The  commissioner  in  his  visits  of  inspection  has  visited 
balls  soon  after  some  of  these  gatherings,  where  the  reckless  dis- 
position of  cigar  stumps,"  matches,  candles,  decorations,  scenery, 
and  costumes,  and  the  presence  of  empty  flasks,  have  made  it  seem 
a  matter  of  the  greatest  good  luck  that  the  hall  was  not  a  heap  of 
ashes  with  a  safe  in  their  midst. 

This  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  except  in  large  towns,  where 
offices  in  the  town  hall  are  occupied  during  the  day,  and  there  is 
some  one  present  to  detect  a  fire,  it  would  be  better  to  avoid  the 
risk  to  the  records,  and  use  the  town  hall  for  hall  purposes,  having 
the  town  offices  and  the  records  in  especially  constructed  detaclicd 
buildings.  These  could  be  small,  preferably  of  brick  or  stone, 
with  commodious  vaults,  built  for  less  than  a  sufficient  number  of 
safes  would  cost.  If,  however,  they  were  wooden  buildings  con- 
taining safes,  sufficient  heat  would  not  be  generated  in  case  of  fire 
to  injure  the  contents  of  a  good  safe. 

Spkingfield  City  Hall. 
As  this  report  was  going  to  press  on  January  (5  the  city 
hall  in  Springfield  was  set  on  fii'c  by  the  upsetting  of  a  lamp 
among  some  of  the  decorations  at  a  fair  in  the  assembly  hall. 
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Incredulous  as  it  may  seem,  Avithin  a  time  lixed  at  from 
twelve  to  not  exceeding  twenty  minutes,  the  building  was 
completelj'  destroyed,  and  with  it  nearly  all  of  the  records 
of  the  assessors,  those  of  some  of  the  minor  departments, 
and  a  few  of  the  files  and  least  important  boolvS  of  the  more 
important  dc})ar(:ments. 

The  offices  of  the  treasurer,  auditor,  and  a  part  of  the 
room  used  by  the  city  clerk,  were  in  a  section  of  the  building- 
protected  by  a  fireproof  covering,  a  vault  in  the  city  clerk's 
office  being,  however,  the  only  absolutely  safe  receptacle 
for  records  in  the  building.  The  fire  swept  through  the 
clerk's  office,  ruining  everything  outside  of  the  vault;  and, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  promj)t  action  of  Miss  Bertha  B. 
Fuller  and  Miss  Edith  M.  Ware,  clerks  in  the  office,  the 
valuable  records  of  the  town  and  city  in  that  office,  dating 
from  1G36,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  destroyed 
by  fire  and  water.  At  a  risk  of  their  lives,  as  proved  by 
the  fact  that  they  Avere  nearly  suffocated,  they  threw  into 
the  vault  all  the  records  temporarily  out  of  it,  and  closed 
and  fastened  both  the  iinier  and  outer  doors.  While  others 
might  have  shoAvn  this  presence  of  mind,  it  is  doubtful  if 
many  engaged  in  the  tedious,  monotonous  Avork  upon  the 
records  Avould  have  appreciated  the  value  of  them  so  fully 
as  to  have  incurred  a  personal  risk  in  their  preservation. 
They  deserve  the  thanks  not  only  of  the  citizens  of  Spring- 
field but  of  people  everywhere  throughout  the  State  and 
country  w^ho  prize  the  records  of  the  old  New  England 
towns. 

The  same  conditions  exist  in  many  of  the  cities  Avhich 
existed  in  Springfield.  Probable  adequate  provision  is  made 
for  the  records  in  the  case  of  the  city  clerk,  but  not  for  those 
of  other  departments,  especially  for  the  assessors  and  the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  whose  records  are  voluminous  ;  and, 
as  stated'^on  page  3  of  this  report,  it  needs  constant  urging 
on  the  part  of  the  conunissioner  to  obtain  results.  What 
new  provisions  are  made  are  usually  inadequate,  desi)ite  the 
requests  of  the  boards  needing  them.  The  urging  of  the 
commissioner  is  sometimes  h)()ked  upon  as  interference  in  a 
matter  the  city  government  is  coinpetent  to  decide  for  itself. 
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In  1891,  1893,  and  1895  the  attention  of  the  Spnngfield 
city  government  was  called  by  the  commissioner  to  the 
danger  to  many  of  the  records,  especially  tliose  of  the 
assessors.  Action  was  promised,  and  some  storage  vaults 
were  provided  in  the  basement,  in  which  some  unimportant 
records  and  papers  are  stored  ;  but  no  provision  was  made 
for  the  assessors,  with  the  result  that  nearly  all  oi  their 
records  are  destro^-ed.  The  preservation  of  the  records, 
which  should,  in  a  building  of  the  size  of  this  city  hall,  have 
been  in  vaults,  not  safes,  is  doubtless  due  to  the  swiftness 
with  which  the  fire  swept  through  the  building,  not  giving 
time  for  the  safes  to  heat  through. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  cities  and  towns  now  delaying  action 
will  pay  more  heed  to  the  warnings  of  the  commissioner. 
This  is  the  thirtj^-first  fire  occurring  where  records  were 
endangered  since  the  commissioner  took  office,  and  in  most 
of  the  cases  their  preservation  was  due  to  having  heeded  the 
warnings. 

Although  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  city  hall  in  Marl- 
borough in  1902  was  the  result  of  carelessness,  attending  a 
gathering  in  the  public  hall  in  the  building,  it  was  the  only 
case  known  to  the  commissioner  as  happening  in  a  city.  It 
seemed  so  unlikely  to  happen  agaiii  in  a  city  hall,  pre- 
sumably under  the  constant  surveillance  of  some  one,  that 
the  caution  suggested  in  regard  to  the  danger  in  the  small 
towns  from  the  holding  of  gatherings  in  the  halls  did  not 
seem  necessary  for  the  cities  and  large  towns  ;  but  it  has 
proved  otherwise.  It  would  seem  well  to  reverse  the  sug- 
gestion made  for  the  towns,  —  that  the  hall  be  used  for 
assembly  pur[)oses,  and  separate  buildings  for  the  offices  and 
records,  — and  advise  that  city  halls  be  used  for  ofHces  and 
records,  and  that  other  places  be  found  for  gatherings  of  the 
people  and  for  entertainments.  I'he  suggestion  that  a  build- 
ing for  a  registry  of  deeds  should  contain  an  assembly  hall 
w&uld  be  considered  almost  an  insane  one;  but  the  records 
of  a  city  or  town  should  be  as  carefully  guarded  as  those  in 
a  registry. 
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Canvas  Bindings. 


Canvas  bindings  have  from  time  to  time  been  advised,  as 
preferaljle  to  leather  because  of  their  resistance  to  heat  in  a 
safe.  Inspection  of  the  ruins  of  the  Springfield  city  hall 
show  their  superiority  as  well  in  resisting  flame :  and, 
although  experimental  tests  had  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  so,  this  is  the  first  actual  test  within  the  observation 
of  the  commissioner. 
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Office  of  thk  Com^missioneu  of  Public  Rkcokds, 
^  State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1, 1U06. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Ho7ise  of  Bepresentatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fourteenth  report  of  this 
"      commission,  being  the  eighteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on 
3yS  the  public  records. 

Need  of  the  Com^iission. 
^     The  impression  })revails  among  persons  unfamiliar  with 
%  conditions  pertaining  to  the  public  records  that  they  are  now 
' ^     well  taken  care  of,  and  that  there  ought  not  to  be  necessity 
^  for  State  supervision  much  if  any  longer.    Nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  fact.    The  principal  record  books  in  the 
towns,  in  most  of  the  cities,  and  in  some  of  the  counties,  are 
:^afe  from  fire ;  but  many  minor  record  books,  and  many  of 
-  >  jthe  papers  on  file  which  are  bylaw  made  part  of  the  records, 
^Care  unprotected.    There  is  no  general  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  records,  and  no  public  sentiment  urging  that 
they  be  safely  and  properly  kept,  and  without  State  super- 
vision little  would  be  done  toward  further  improvement,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  short  time  before  the  old  lax  conditions 
would  exist.    Even  with  supervision,  constant  urging,  and 
some  threatening,  compliance  with  the  law  is  difficult  to 
obtain. 

When  this  commission  was  established  the  unsafe  condi- 
tions which  existed  in  the  counties  could  be  properly  remedied 
only  by  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  or  extensive  and 
costly  alterations  in  the  old  ones.  This  usually  necessitated 
legislation,  and  it  has  taken  a  number  of  years  to  bring  about 
some  of  the  needed  changes  and  improvements.  These  will 
be  mentioned  later. 
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In  most  of  the  cities  the  almost  annual  changes  in  the  city 
governments  have  prevented  decided  action.  If  any  is  pro- 
posed, the  matter  is  apt  to  die  Avith  that  year ;  or  if  carried 
over,  the  now  government  proposes  some  new  scheme  which 
in  turn  comes  to  naught,  or  money  is  wasted  on  makeshifts. 
In  the  towns,  most  of  which  are  wise  enough  to  keep  town 
affairs  out 'of  politics,  and  consequently  keep  their  various 
boards  in  office,  the  officers  responsible  for  the  records  are 
loath  to  act  without  a  vote  of  the  town,  or  unless  public 
sentiment  is  behind  them.  In  the  expenditure  of  money  for 
anything  seeming  as  unim})ortant  as  the  records,  they  are 
not  likely  to  have  such  support,  though  upon  occasions  where 
the  failure  to  produce  a  missing  record  puts  expense  upon  a 
town,  the}^  will  be  blamed. 

Many  of  the  plans  })roposed  in  the  counties,  cities,  and 
towns  for  the  protection  of  the  records  are  found  to  be  im- 
practicable, though  well  intended,  others  are  inadequate,  and 
others  makeshifts  to  circumvent  the  law.  Much  of  the  in- 
action is  because  of  ignorance  of  the  law.  In  all  such  cases 
supervision  is  necessary,  and  in  many  cases  is  asked  by  per- 
sons seeing  the  mistakes  which  are  about  to  be  made.  Not 
infrequently  these  requests  come  from  a  member  of  a  board 
who  knows  that  the  majority  are  wrong. 

As  examples  of  need  of  inspection  the  following  may  be 
mentioned.  They  are  not  located,  for  obvious  reasons,  and 
some  of  them  are  matters  of  several  years  ago.  — An  other- 
wise fireproof  building,  built  against  an  admittedly  quick- 
burning  one  with  a  wooden  roof  extending  to  the  partition 
wall,  had  a  wide  doorway  between  the  two,  closed,  when 
closed,  by  a  single  wooden  door. — A  fireproof  room,  filled 
with  most  important  records,  with  several  windows  opening 
into  a  narrow,  blind  alleyway,  which  separated  the  building 
from  a  large  antiquated  one,  had  no  protection  from  fire  from 
the  outside.  —  A  lar^e  buildin<?  intended  to  be  slow-burninir 
was  covered  with  a  wooden  roof.  —  A  consideral)le  sum  of 
money  was  appropriated  for  equipping  with  metal  fittings  a 
room  for  one  department,  in  a  building  which  is  a  hazardous 
fire  risk.  Instead  of  wasting  this  money,  the  appropriation 
was  increased  and  vaults  sufficient  for  i)resent  needs  will  be 
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built.  — Vaults  had  been  found  where  mould  had  accumulated 
on  everything,  and  bindings  had  dropped  from  volumes. — One 
otherwise  good  vault  had  a  single  thin  ivon  door.  ■. —  The  inner 
doors  of  vaults  have  been  left  open  to  save  the  trouble  of 
closing  them.  —  A  basement  room  was  converted  into  a  vault 
which,  though  fireproof,  would  have  been  flooded  if  the 
building  had  burned.  —  Safes  with  walls  too  thin  to  protect 
their  contents  in  their  location  have  been  purchased.  —  Safes 
have  been  found  with  thick  sides  and  a  thin  back.  (The 
back  of  one  safe,  not  in  use,  was  found  to  have  an  inch-and-a- 
half  hemlock  board,  covered  with  sheet  iron).  —  Safes  which 
were  suflicient  protection  for  the  records  in  one  location  have 
been  moved  to  locations  where  they  were  not.  —  Boards  of 
officers  have  failed  to  designate  custodians  of  their  records, 
as  required,  or  to  see  that  the  standard  ink  was  used  upon 
them. 

That  ignorance  of  the  law  should  not  be  an  excuse  for 
errors  of  omission  or  commission,  circulars,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  copies,  have,  during  the  year,  been  sent  to  the 
boards  or  persons  for  whom  they  were  intended,  in  every 
town :  — 

Office  of  the  Commissioxek  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  May  15,  1905. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  provisions  of  chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  some  of 
which,  however,  I  know  have  received  proper  attention  in  your 
town  :  — 

To  section  5,  defining  the  public  records,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  many  maps,  plans,  and  files  of  papers  are  included  among 
the  records  to  be  cared  for. 

To  section  18,  which  requires  the  selectmen  to  provide  and  main- 
tain fireproof  rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  the 
public  records.  This  duty  is  to  be  performed  at  'the  expense  of 
the  town,  without  the  necessity  of  a  vote,  and  even  if  the  town 
should  vote  not  to  make  an  appropriation  for  it.  Non-combustible 
materials  are  required  for  fittings  of  fireproof  rooms  only,  and 
^ot  for  safes  or  vaults,  though  advisable.  A  damp  vault  is  not 
properly  maintained,  and  many  of  the  old  safes  in  use  would  not 
keep  the  records  safe  in  ease  of  a  fire  where  they  are  located. 

To  section  11,  which  requires  your  board  to  designate  a  clerk. 
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who  shall  enter  all  its  votes,  orders,  and  proceedings  in  book.s, 
and  have  the  custody  of  the  same. 

To  section  14,  relating  to  the  preservation  of  records  and  papers. 

To  section  16,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  the  records  of 
your  board  to  have  worn  records  rebound. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  records;  and  to 
sections  8  and  9,  requiring  the  use  of  the' State  standard  ink  or 
approved  typewriter  ribbons  upon  them. 

To  section  21,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  any  public  rec- 
ords, upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  employment,  or 
authority,  to  deliver  to  his  successor,  under  oath,  all  records  in  his 
custody.  ' 

Board  of  Assessors. 

Gentlemen: — 1  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  provisions  of  chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws  :  — 

To  section  5,  defining  the  public  records,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  many  fdes  of  papers  are  included  among  the  records  to 
be  cared  for. 

To  section  11,  which  requires  that  your  board  shall  designate 
some  person  as  clerk,  who  shall  enter  all  votes,  orders,  and  pro- 
ceedings in  books,  and  have  the  custody  of  the  same,  and  that 
you  shall  designate  an  employee  or  employees  to  have  the  custody 
of  all  other  records  of  the  board. 

To  section  14,  relating  to  the  preservation  of  all  papers  for 
seven  years.  An  exception  to  the  application  of  this  section  is 
provided  by  section  44  of  chapter  12,  which  requires  that  lists  of 
personal  estates  shall  be  preserved  until  the  Tax  Commissioner 
orders  them  destroyed. 

To  section  18,  which  requires  the  selectmen  to  provide  fireproof 
rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  for  the  preservation  of  all  the  town  records, 
and  to  section  19,  which  requires  that  the  records  be  kept  in  such 
receptacles. 

To  section  16,  which  requires  that  the  custodian  of  the  records 
of  your  board  shall  have  worn  records  rebound. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  records ;  and  to 
sections  8  and  9,  requiring  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  or 
approved  typewriter  ribbons  upon  all  the  public  records. 

'J^o  section  21,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  any  public 
records,  upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  employment,  or 
authority,  to  deliver  to  his  successor,  under  oath,  all  records  in  his 
custody. 
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In  my  tours  of  inspection  I  have  fonud  almost  universfil  neglect 
of  the  assessors'  records  (which  of  course  include  valuation  lists), 
and  the  existence  of  any  earlier  than  those  in  the  books  furnished 
by  the  State  was  generally  unknown,  until  I  discovered  them 
among  papers  considered  worthless.  The  sworn  statements  of 
personal  property,  declared  by  section  44  of  chapter  12  to  be 
confidential,  if  found  at  all,  have  usually  been  thrown  carelessly 
about,  open  to  any  one. 

I  would  suggest  that  much  safe  room  can  be  saved  by  binding 
the  valuation  lists  of  several  years  together,  discarding  a  large 
proportion  of  blank  leaves. 

Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Gentlemen:  —  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  provisions  of  the  Revised  Laws :  — 

To  chapter  25,  section  71,  which  requires  you  to  elect  a  secre- 
tary and  keep  certain  records. 

To  chapter  81,  sections  3  and  39,  which  also  require  the  keeping 
of  certain  records. 

To  the  following  sections  of  chapter  35  :  — 

To  section  5,  defining  the  public  records,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  many  files  of  papers  are  included  among  the  records  to 
be  cared  for. 

To  section  11,  which  would  apply  to  your  secretary  elected  as 
required  by  chapter  25. 

To  section  14,  relating  to  the  preservation  of  records  and  papers. 

To  section  16,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  the  records  of 
your  board  to  have  worn  records  rebound. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  records ;  and  to 
sections  8  and  9,  requiring  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  or 
approved  typewriter  ribbons  upon  them. 

To  section  21,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  any  public  rec- 
ords, upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  employment,  or 
authority,  to  deliver  to  his  successor,  under  oath,  all  records  in  his 
custody. 

Collector  of  Taxes. 

Dear  Siii :  — I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Revised  Laws  concerning  your  records. 

To  section  5  of  chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  which  defines 
the  public  records. 

To  section  11,  which  makes  you  sole  custodian  of  your  records. 
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To  section  14,  which  relates  to  the  preservation  of  records. 

To  section  18,  wliich  requires  the  selectmen  to  provide  and  main- 
tain fire-proof  rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  your 
records;  and  to  section  19,  which  requires  you  to  keep  your  rec- 
ords therein. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  records;  and  to 
section  8,  requiring  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  or  approved 
typewriter  ribbons  upon  them. 

To  sections  7  and  9  of  chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Laws,  pro- 
viding for  the  deposit  of  the  records  of  a  collector  who  resigns, 
retires,  or  is  removed. 

Don'ts. 

Properly  there  is  no  such  word  or  abbreviation  as  Don'ts," 
but  as  the  use  of  do  not"  in  common  parlance  would  seem 
almost  an  allectation,  and  lose  force,  and  especially  as  the 
caution  not  to  do  anything  in  a  wrong  way  is  more  likely  to 
be  noticed  than  advice  to  do  it  in  the  right  way,  1  have 
thought  best  to  give  in  a  negative  form  some  advice,  based 
upon  experience,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  cop>y  of  a 
circular.  For  this  reason  I  have  used  as  a  title  for  this  part 
of  the  report  Don'ts." 

This  circular  was  sent  to  every  city  and  town  clerk,  as  the 
most  practicable  way  of  promulgating  it,  although  nmcli  of 
the  advice  is  intended  for  any  one  having  to  do  w  ith  the 
public  records  or  their  care. 

Boston,  Dec.  20,  1SK)5. 
Don't  subject  this  to  the  fat©  of  many  oflB.cial  communications, 
and  throw  it  away  unread. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Some  of  the  suggestions  here  offered  may  seem  to 
you  unnecessary,  but  they  are  all  presented  because  of  questions 
constantly  being  asked,  or  are  to  correct  conditions  frequently 
met  with. 

Don't  accept  as  the  receptacle  for  your  records  a  safe  or  vault  you 
do  not  consider  sufficient  protection. 

Ask  the  city  government  or  the  selectmen  if  they  would  risk  their 
valuables  in  it,  in  case  of  fire.    If  a  protest  is  unavailing,  notify 

Don't  wait  for  approval  of  city  or  town  officers,  or  vote  of  the 
city  government  or  of  the  town,  before  doing  the  things  required 
of  you  by  statute,  such  as  purchasing  suitable  record  books  and 
binding  your  records. 
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Don't  buy  record  books  that  are  low  priced. 

The  paper  is  probably  wood,  and  its  use  is  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Don't  continue  the  use  of  an  old  record  book  of  poor  quality  and 
in  poor  condition  simply  because  it  is  not  full. 

Don't  send  records  to  a  bindery  until  arrangements  are  made  for 
keeping  them  in  safes  or  vaults  when  not  in  the  hands  of  a 
workman . 

The  ordinary  bindery  is  a"  hazardous  fire  risk. 

Don't  allow  matches  to  be  left  in  proximity  to  the  records. 

Packages  of  matches  have  been  found  in  a  safe,  and  piled  with 
pamphlets  and  ballots  in  town  offices. 

Don't  allow  smoking  in  rooms  where  your  records  are  kept. 

Many  of  the  fires  in  buildings  containing  records  have  been  caused 
by  carelessness  of  smokers. 

Don't  allow  wooden  spittoons  in  a  building  containing  your  records. 
Two  town  halls  have  caught  fire  from  these  within  the  past  year. 

Don't  lend  your  records  to  any  one,  to  be  taken  out  of  your  custody. 

Don't  leave  your  records  to  searchers  or  copyists,  without  super- 
vision. 

The  city  or  town  should  compensate  you  sufficiently  to  pay  for  their 
-    care  at  all  times. 

Don't  allow  persons  searching  the  records  to  write  upon  them. 

The  records  are  being  mutilated  by  persons  who  change  names  or 
dates,  or  make  notes,  thinking  they  are  making  corrections  or 
additions.  If  they  think  they  discover  errors,  ask  that  they  call 
your  attention  to  them. 

Don't  trust  the  copying  of  ancient  records  to  any  one  until  satisfied 
of  his  or  her  familiarity  with  ancient  writing,  names,  and  expres- 
sions. 

Other  things  being  equal,  a  copyist  familiar  with  local  names  and 
places  is  to  be  preferred. 

Don't  let  copyists  solve  doubts  and  copy  words  as  they  think  they 
*  should  be. 

Let  such  words  be  questioned  in  the  copy,  rather  than  copied  incor- 
rectly. 
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Don't  make  mistakes  in  using  dates,  by  forgetting  that  prior  to 
March  25,  1752,  the  year  began  in  March,  and  the  dates  in 
January,  February,  and  March  often  should  be  read  as  for  a 
year  later. 

Don't  order  ink  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  nor 
from  the  manufacturer. 
All  orders  should  go  through  this  office. 

Don't  take  the  ink  off  records  with  a  blotter. 

It  will  dry  by  penetration  in  a  moment,  and  remain  in  the  paper. 

Don't  use  acid  for  erasing  ink. 

If  it  vwill  remove  the  original  ink,  its  presence  in  the  paper  will 
injure  the  ink  to  be  put  on. 

Don't  use  red  ink. 

No  red  ink  is  permanent,  the  nearest  approach  to  it  being  the  old 
standard  carmine  ink,  now  little  used. 

Don't  use  stamping  pads. 

Their  use  is  not  authorized  ;  all  colors,  but  some  blacks,  are  fugi- 
tive, and  it  is  a  question  whether  they  are  not. 

Don't  use  any  but  approved  typewriter  ribbons  on  your  records. 
A  list  of  those  will  always  be  sent  upon  request. 

Don't  pour  much  ink  at  a  time,  nor  let  it  stand  uncovered. 

Any  ink  having  body  enough  to  be  permanent  will  thicken  quickly 
under  these  conditions.  Air-tight  inkstands  give  the  best  satis- 
faction, and  are  an  economy  in  the  end. 

Don*t  expect  that  pens  left  unwiped  will  not  corrode. 

An  ink  to  be  permanent  must  have  iron  in  it,  and  such  ink  will 
corrode  steel  pens. 

Don't  allow  kerosene  oil  to  be  stored  in  a  room  containing  records. 
The  presence  of  glass  lamps  filled  with  it  standing  about  is  risk 
enough. 

Don't  fde  written  and  printed  papers  together. 

The  printed  are  usually  of  temporary  value,  and  had  better  be 
destroyed  when  no  longer  of  use,  than  to  bo  kept  as  food  for  fuel 
in  case  of  a  lire. 
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Don't  put  printed  matter,  such  as  public  documents,  etc.,  in  a  safe 
or  vault  with  records. 

They  absorb  moisture  and  hold  it,  to  the  detriment  of  the  records. 
Printed  matter,  if  destroyed,  can  usually  be  duplicated. 

Don't  keep  ballots,  either  used  or  unused,  after  the  result  of  an 
election  is  finally  determined. 

If  kept  in  a  safe,  they  take  room  that  can  be  put  to  better  use ;  if  in 
a  vault,  they  hold  moisture ;  and  wherever  kept,  add  to  the  in- 
flammable material.  Moreover,  although  city  and  town  clerks 
are  permitted  to  make  such  disposition  of  undistributed  ballots 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  the  principle  of  the  law  clearly  indi- 
cates that  all  the  material  pertaining  to  one  election  shall  be 
disposed  of  before  another  is  held. 

Don't  expect  a  vault  can  be  kept  dry  without  frequent  airing. 

Nothing  less  than  an  all-day  airing,  once  a  week,  should  be  sufficient. 

Don't  fail  to  keep  the  inner  doors  of  a  vault  closed. 

The  air  space  between  the  outer  and  inner  doors  is  the  protection. 

Don't  leave  a  safe  unlocked. 

A  fall  would  probably  throw  the  door  open. 

Don't  try  to  remove  papers  that  have  been  attached  to  written 
pages  of  the  record,  either  with  paste  or  wafers,  without  thor- 
oughly moistening  them. 

They  should  be  removed,  but  there  is  great  danger  of  defacing  the 
record  by  peeling  olT  the  surface  of  the  page.  A  single  figure 
thus  removed  may  invalidate  a  record. 

Don't  file  papers  away  with  rubber  bands. 

The  bands  will  not  only  break,  but  will  adhere  to  the  papers  and 
stain  and  rot  them. 

Don't  follow  the  methods  of  your  predecessors  unless  you  know 
they  are,  not  were,  correct. 
The  law  is  constantly  changing,  and  an  old  form  of  recording  may 
be  wrong  or  insufticient,  as  in  the  case  of  marriage  intentions. 

Don't  take  "  your  records  "  to  court  in  answer  to  a  subpoena  com- 
manding you  to  bring  them. 

A  certified  copy  of  a  particular  record  constitutes  evidence.  The 
court  would  instruct  you. 
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Don't  surrender  the  control  of  your  records  to  other  city  or  town 
officers. 
You  are  responsible  for  them. 

Don't  hesitate  to  ask,  in  confidence,  my  assistance  in  any  matter 
that  might  bring  you  into  unpleasant  personal  relations,  or 
arouse  political  or  public  opposition,  if  you  attempted  to  carry 
out  the  law  as  required  of  you. 
The  personal  relation  would  not  exist  with  me,  and  the  political 
part  I  should  pay  no  attention  to.    I  have  "  smoothed  over"  many 
such  cases,  even  between  members  of  the  same  board. 

Don't  think  I  am  too  insistent  at  times. 

The  statute  puts  duties  upon  the  commissioner  which  he  must 
perform. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
^  RoBEKT  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 

Suffolk  County  Records. 
From  time  to  time  occurrences  call  attention  to  certain 
conditions  pertaining  to  the  records  which  I  have  vainly  en- 
deavored to  bring  to  public  notice  through  tlie  annual  reports, 
or  to  have  prevented  by  the  Legislature,  or  by  the  officials 
responsible  for  them.  These  are  set  forth  under  conspicu- 
ous headlines  in  the  daily  papers,  as  important  and  startling 
discoveries,  a  few  editorial  comments  are  made,  and  inter- 
ested individuals  express  surprise  that  the  commissioner  had 
not  made  the  discovery.  The  latest  of  these  was  made  in 
February  last,  and  jxnnounced  thus  in  heavy  type  :  Suffolk 

RECORDS  ILL  PROTECTED.  ReFORTS  OF  COURT  PROCEED- 
INGS   AS    FAR    BACK    AS    1630    STOWED  AWAY    ON  WOODEN 

SHELVES  IN  CELLAR  OF  COURT  HOUSE."  The  Statement  fol- 
lowed that  the  chief  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  had  visited 
the  office  of  the  clerk,  and  examined  the  room  in  the  cellar 
where  the  records  were  found  as  above  stated.  **  Ideas  were 
interchanged,  and  the  chief  justice  is  said  to  have  suggested 
metallic  fireproof  compartments." 

I  had  made  this  discovery  in  1892,  and  reported  it  to  the 
Legislature  in  1893,  Avith  the  recommendation  that  some 
action  be  taken  to  safeguard  the  records,  as  will  be  shown  by 
the  following  extract  from  the  rc])ort  of  that  year  :  — 
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Although  this  [the  law  reqiiiiing  fireproof  rooms]  first  became 
law  in  1812,  not  until  this  year  has  a  fireproof  room  been  pro- 
vided, for  while  walls  for  such  rooms  have  been  constructed,  the 
Interior  fittings  of  wood,  the  single  wooden  doors,  and  unprotected 
windows,  have  taken  away  the  fireproof  qualities.  The  new  regis- 
try of  deeds  in  Fall  River,  thanks  to  the  county  commissioners,  is 
fireproof,  being  fitted  throughout  with  metal  furniture  and  shelv- 
ing, the  doors  and  shutters  being  cased  in  rolled  steel.  The  new 
court  house  in  Taunton  is  to  be  similarly  fitted  wherever  records 
are  to  be  kept. 

By  section  42  of  chapter  156  of  the  Public  Statutes  the  same 
provision  was  to  be  made  for  registries  of  probate  as  for  registries 
of  deeds.  On  the  19th  of  June,  1891,  an  electric  light  wire  ignited 
woodwork  in  the  registry  of  probate  in  Boston,  but  being  in  olRce 
hours  the  fire  was  soon  extinguished.  It  occasioned  a  temporary 
excitement  in  the  community,  and  interviews  with  prominent  per- 
sons were  published,  several  expressing  their  satisfaction  that  the 
new  court  house  was  soon  to  contain  the  records,  and  that  they 
wpuld  there  be  safe. 

Finding  that  no  fireproof  rooms  were  being  provided  for  the 
registry  of  deeds  or  probate,  or  other  record  offices  in  the  new 
court  house  in  Boston,  and  that  the  act  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion did  not  require  what  was  required  of  county  commissioners, 
but  gave  the  commissioners  power  to  erect  a  suitable  court 
house,"  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  board  of  court  house 
commissioners  on  the  29th  of  June,  1891,  referring  to  the  fire  in 
the  Suffolk  probate  office,  and  calling  their  attention  to  the  section 
above  quoted,  and  saying  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why 
there  should  not  be  as  great  security  in  the  Suffolk  court  house  as 
in  any  buildings  erected  under  the  supervision  of  county  com- 
missioners." No  reply  to  this  communication  was  received,  and 
the  work  of  fitting  the  rooms  in  wood  has  continued.  Metal  shelv- 
ing has  been  placed  around  the  room  to  be  occupied  by  the  registry 
of  deeds,  and  is  to  be  placed  in  the  vaults  in  the  registry  of  pro- 
bate, and  in  some  of  the  rooms  to  be  occupied  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court.  I  cannot  learn  that  any  further  fireproof 
material  is  to  be  furnished.  The  rooms  are  finished  in  wood,  and 
no  shutters  are  provided  to  protect  them  from  fire  outside.  Rooms 
in  the  basement  are  packed  as  full  as  possible  of  papers  in  wooden 
cases.  On  the  14th  of  November  last  I  addressed  another  com- 
munication to  the  board,  stating  that  it  was  my  duty  to  take 
such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  put  the  public  records  of  the 
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counties  ...  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  custody  and  condition 
contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relating  to  such  records,  and 
to  secure  their  preservation,"  and  that  in  the  line  of  that  duty  I 
must  enter  an  earnest  protest  against  the  further  introduction  of 
wooden  fittings  into  any  rooms  in  the  new  court  house  which  w^ere 
to  be  used  for  the  deposit  of  books  of  record  or  papers  and  docu- 
ments. I  have  no  further  authority  in  the  matter,  and  would 
recommend  that  the  Legislature  take  some  action  which  will  make 
the  records  of  Suffolk  County  as  safe  as  they  might  be  if  the  law 
applying  to  other  county  record  offices  applied  to  Suffolk. 

While  the  above  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printers,  December  20, 
a  fire  occurred,  fortunately  about  mid-day,  in  a  room  in  the  new 
court  house  to  be  occupied  by  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  which  badly  damaged  the  w^oodwork  and  thoroughly  smoked 
the  room  before  it  was  extinguished  by  tlie  fire  department.  A  no 
more  extensive  fire  than  this  would  have  resulted  in  serious  dam- 
age to  records  and  papers,  as  the  damage  by  water  would  be  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  as  great  as  by  fire.  In  fact,  at  the  time  of  the  fire  in 
the  probate  office  above  referred  to,  Capt.  J.  S.  Damrell,  inspector 
of  public  buildings,  and  ex-chief  of  the  Boston  fire  department, 
stated  in  an  interview  that  the  loss  by  water  in  such  a  place  would 
be  eighty  per  cent.,  and  that  if  he  w^ere  chief  engineer  he  would 
hesitate  to  put  a  stream  of  water  into  a  building  containing  such 
valuable  papers  until  every  other  possible  means  was  exhausted. 
This  fire  is  proof  of  the  danger  to  which  the  records  in  these  rooms 
are.  or  are  to  be,  exposed. 

Notwithstanding  this  condition  of  afi'airs,  the  agitation  of 
which  may  be  of  benelit,  legislation  has  been  asked  provid- 
ing for  additions  to  this  building  for  the  registry  of  probate 
and  registr}^  of  deeds,  with  the  invaluable  records.  No  such 
scheme  should  be  carried  out.  The  needed  room  for  those 
should  be  in  absolutely  fireproof  buildings  for  their  exclusive 
use,  built  after  plans  approved  by  the  judges  of  probate  and 
the  registers,  following  the  procedure  which  has  been  adopted 
in  Norfolk  and  Essex  counties. 

County  Offices. 
The  most  noticeable  improvement  for  the  safety  of  the 
records  is  in  the  registries  of  deeds  and  registries  of  probate. 
At  the  time  of  my  first  inspection  in  1889  the  records  in 
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most  of  these  offices  were  not  properly  protected,  but  after 
some  years  of  suggesting,  urging,  and  prodding,  sentiment 
has  been  aroused  and  a  general  improvement  is  evident. 

Barnstable  County,  having  lost  its  court  house  with  many 
records  in  1827,  jirotiting  by  experience,  had  it  replaced  by 
a  fireproof  building  in  Barnstable,  and  built  a  fireproof  addi- 
tion for  the  registry  of  deeds  in  1895.  Enlargement  of  the 
building  now  l)eing  necessary,  an  addition  is  being  built  foi* 
the  probate  court  and  registry  of  probate,  to  also  contain  a 
room  for  the  county  treasurer,  and  two  rooms  in  the  main 
building  are  to  be  transformed  into  vaults. for  the  records  of 
the  clerk  of  the  courts.  These  will,  as  required  for  new  fire- 
proofrooms,  be  fitted  with  metal. 

The  registry  of  probate,  and  the  registry  of  deeds  in  the 
Berkshire  County  middle  district,  at  Pittsfield,  are  in  the 
lower  story  of  the  court  house,  which  is  supposed  to  be  fire- 
proof to  the  flooring  of  the  second  story.  Both  offices  have 
recently  been  fitted  in  metal,  making  them  probably  safe. 
The  registries  of  deeds  in  the  northern  district  at  Adams, 
and  southern  district  at  Great  Barrington,  are  in  rooms 
called  fireproof  at  the  time  of  their  construction,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  metal  fittings  has  added  to  their  safety. 

In  Bristol  County,  the  registry  of  probate,  and  the  registry 
of  deeds  in  the  northern  district,  at  Taunton,  were  both  un- 
safe ;  but  an  absolutely  fireproof  building,  fitted  with  metal, 
is  nearly  ready  for  occupancy  by  both  offices.  The  record 
room  of  the  registry  of  deeds  in  the  southern  district  at  New 
Bedford  might  be  designated  as  a  vault,  undoubtedly  safe, 
but  very  crowded  and  fitted  in  wood,  which  should  be  replaced 
w^ith  metal.  The  registry  in  the  Fall  Eiver  district  was 
originally  fireproof  even  to  fittings  and  furniture,  and  was 
the  first  record  room  in  the  State.  The  rapid  accumulation 
of  records  and  increase  in  business  make  additional  room 
absolutely  necessary. 

The  records  in  both  registries  in  the  county  of  Dukes 
County  were  in  safe  vaults  at  the  time  of  my  first  inspection. 

In  Essex  County  plans  have  been  submitted  for  a  new 
building  at  Salem  for  the  registry  of  probate,  and  registry  of 
deeds  for  the  southern  district,  which  will  be  absolutely  fire- 
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proof.  The  improvements  in  the  court  house  at  Lawrence 
have  added  to  the  safety  of  the  registry  of  deeds  for  tlie 
northern  district. 

In  the  Franivlin  County  court  house  in  Greenfield  a  large, 
new  vault,  steel  fitted,  has  made  the  probate  records  safe, 
and  enlargement  and  fireproofing  of  the  registry  of  deeds 
ensures  the  safety  of  those  records.  These  were  long-needed 
improvements. 

In  Hampden  County  contracts  have  been  awarded  for  a 
fine  fireproof  building  for  both  registries. 

In  Hampshire  the  question  of  enlarging  the  court  house  is 
under  consideration,  but  at  this  time  immediate  action  is  not 
likely.  The  suggestion  that  an  absolutely  fireproof  record 
building  be  erected  is,  as  far  as  safety  is  concerned,  the 
best  one. 

The  new  registry  of  deeds  at  Cambridge  for  the  Middlesex 
County  southern  district,  fiitted  as  it  is  throughout  with  metal, 
makes  those  records  safe,  and  the  refitting  of  the  registry  of 
probate  makes  those  reasonably  so.  The  records  in  the 
registry  for  the  northern  district  at  Lowell  seem  to  be  well 
protected. 

In  Nantucket  vaults  for  all  of  the  county  and  town  records 
have  been  built. 

To  Norfolk  County  must  be  awarded  the  credit  for  the  best 
building  thus  far  erected  for  its  registries.  The  new  build- 
ing, occupied  within  the  year,  is  so  absolutely  fireproofed 
that  a  fire  built  in  any  of  the  record  rooms  would  undoubtedly 
burn  itself  out  without  damage  to  surroundings.  The  build- 
ing is  isolated  so  that  no  fire  from  outside  could  endanger  it, 
while  everything  needed  for  convenience  and  comfort  of 
persons  having  business  there  is  provided. 

An  addition  to  the  court  house  for  both  res^istries  was  built 
in  Plymouth  a  few  years  ago,  but  was  insufficient.  A  new 
building,  nearly  ready  for  occupancy,  has  now  been  erected 
in  Plymouth  for  the  registers  in  that  county.  This  will  be 
an  absolute  protection  for  its  records.  Heat  is  brought 
from  the  court  house,  leaving  the  basement,  which  is  above 
ground,  available  for  storage  in  the  future.  Looking  to  the 
future,  more  space  around  the  building  would  have  been 
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advisable,  as  preventing  possible  danger  if  a  large  inflam- 
mable one  should  be  erected  on  the  line. 

The  requirements  of  the  Sulfolk  County  registries  are 
stated  under  the  heading,  ''Sulfolk  County  Records." 

The  registries  of  probate  and  deeds  in  Worcester  are  now 
absolutely  fireproof.  The  registry  of  deeds  was  in  danger 
from  its  unprotected  windows  in  close  proximity  to  a  large, 
old-fashioned  building,  and  after  unsuccessful  urging  I  was 
obliged  to  insist  upon  having  the  windows  protected,  Avhich 
has  been  done. 

In  every  county  there  has  been  improvement  in  the 
provisions  for  the  safety  of  the  records  besides  those  in  the 
registries  varying  from  new  buildings  to  the  construction  of 
vaults,  the  fireproofing  of  rooms,  and  furnishing  rooms  in 
slow-burning  buildings  with  metal  fixtures.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  of  the  buildings  which  do  not  meet  the  full  re- 
quirements as  fireproof.  This  condition  must  necessarily 
come  gradually,  as  new  buildings  must  be  erected  or  expen- 
sive alterations  made,  and  unless  some  of  the  mass  of  papers 
filed  in  the  courts  are  destroyed,  more  room  must  be  pro- 
vided for  the  volumes  where  these  papers  are  taking  needed 
room.  Certain  of  them  can  be  destroyed  under  authority 
of  the  statutes,  with  the  approval  of  the  commissioner;  but 
opinion  is  divided  as  to  what  should  or  should  not  be  de- 
stroyed, and  application  is  not  made  for  such  approval.  In 
my  opinion,  many  of  those  which  might  be  destroyed  under 
the  law,  are  simply  food  for  fuel,  and  had  better  be  destroyed. 

In  erecting  any  new  buildings  for  the  county  offices,  plans 
should  be  approved  by  the  persons  having  the  custody  of 
the  records.  They  know  the  needs,  and  are,  moreover,  in 
constant  contact  with  the  persons  making  use  of  the  records, 
who  may  make  suggestions  in  the  interest  of  the  public. 
Many  serious  blunders  have  been  made  because  of  lack  of 
supervision  of  plans  by  persons  having  practical  knowledge 
of  requirements.  In  both  Norfolk  and  Essex  counties  the 
judge  of  probate,  the  register  of  probate  and  the  register 
of  deeds  were  constituted  a  board  to  approve  plans  for  the 
buildings  for  the  registries,  with  the  result  that  the  Norfolk 
County  building  could  not  be  improved  upon,  and  the  Essex 
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County  i)hins  will  be  carefully  supervised.  A  mistake  has 
been  made,  however,  in  carrying  this  excellent  idea  too  far, 
and  requiring  the  approval  by  the  said  boards  of  the  con- 
tracts made  by  the  county  commissioners.  This  is  incon- 
gruous work  for  the  judges  and  registers,  which  properly 
belongs  to  the  commissioners  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  future 
the  first  provision  will  always  be  included  in,  and  the  second 
omitted  from,  any  legislation  authorizing  the  construction 
of  new  buiklin2:s. 

Safes  and  Vaults. 

Upon  the  use  of  proper  safes  or  vaults  dei)ends  the  safety 
of  most  of  the  records,  so  few  buildings  being  absolutely 
fireproof.  What  are  proper  it  is  difficult  to  decide,  and 
there  is  a  tendency  to  put  the  responsibility  of  the  decision 
upon  the  commissioner.  There  is  a  disposition  upon  the 
part  of  those  who  should  provide  safes  to  take  chances  if 
some  money  can  be  saved  in  the  first  purchase,  and  in  such 
cases  I  notify  them  that  they  can  justly  be  criticised  if  they 
provide  for  the  records  anything  less  fireproof  than  they 
would  provide  for  their  own  valuables. 

In  passing  judgment  upon  safes,  there  are  some  things  so 
evident  as  to  their  worthlessness  that  there  can  ])e  no  ques- 
tion about  it.  Among  these  are  the  fact  that  a  safe  has  been 
exposed  to  a  great  heat,  and  has  not  been  refilled;  that 
tapping  the  outside  gives  a  hollow  sound,  showing  that  the 
filling  is  not  in  proper  condition  ;  that  the  back  is  thin,  the 
inside  and  outside  measurements  revealing  this  fact ;  that 
seams  have  opened ;  and  that  doors  do  not  shut  securely,  or 
will  not  lock.  Such  safes  I  condemn,  and  put  the  responsi- 
bility upon  the  proper  authorities  to  provide  better ;  but  it 
is  often  a  question  what  can  be  absolutely  approved,  so 
much  depending  upon  the  construction  of  a  building,  the 
location  of  the  safe  in  the  building,  the  surroundings,  and 
the  means  for  extinguishing  fire,  or  keeping  a  safe  cool. 
And  herein  lies  a  danger,  for  after  a  safe  has  been  furnished 
which  a  reputable  dealer  pronounces  suitable  in  its  location, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  is  such,  it  is  moved  to  a  diflcrent  loca- 
tion as  town  oflicers  or  town  olfices  change,  and  it  innncdi- 
ately  becomes  unsuitable.    For  instance,  a  safe  which  was 


190G.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


19 


ample  protection  for  its  contents  on  the  ground  floor  of  a 
small,  one-story  building,  with  no  cellar,  was  placed  in  the 
midst  of  a  promiscuous  stock  in  a  country  store,  in  a  large 
building,  where  it  fell  into  the  celhir  and  lay  in  the  ruins 
until  cooled  by  the  atmosphere,  there  being  no  means  at 
hand  for  extinguishing  fire.  These  changes  of  location  may 
or  may  not,  at  once,  come  to  the  attention  of  the  commis- 
sioner, whose  approval  in  its  first  location  had  been  consid- 
ered as  taking  the  responsibility  off  the  local  authorities. 

I  know  of  no  better  way  of  giving  information  to  those 
upon  whom  devolves  the  responsibility  of  the  protection  of 
the  records  than  to  quote  a  part  of  an  article  by  George  L. 
Damon,  Esq.,  published 'in  the  *' Manufacturers'  Kecord," 
April  28,  1904,  entitled  ''Behavior  of  Fireproof  Vaults  and 
Safes  in  Great  Fires."  Mr.  Damon  is  well  known  as  for 
many  years  a  manufacturer,  and  later  as  an  expert  in  pro- 
tective engineering,  familiar  with  details  of  construction, 
who  has  studied  the  ruins  of  all  the  greatest  fires  of  recent 
times  in  this  country.  This  article 'was  written  soon  after 
the  great  fire  in  Baltimore  in  February,  1904.  The  whole 
of  it  is  well  worth  reading. 

We  have  two  classes  of  fireproof,  or  professedly  fireproof,  reposi- 
tories to  consider,  viz.,  vaults  and  safes:  the  former  fixed  in 
position  and  surrounded  by  special  walls  of  non-conducting  and 
indestructible  material;  the  latter  mostly  of  small  or  moderate 
size,  movable,  and  unprotected  by  accessory  enclosing  walls.  It 
is  evident  that  these  two  classes  of  structures  are  not  upon  an 
^qual  footing  in  the  face  of  extreme  heat,  and  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  property  would  be  much  more  secure  in  vaults  than  in  safes. 
The  feature  of  the  ease  which  is  unintelligible  to  the  losers  is  the 
degree  of  disparity.  After  extensive  conflagrations  one  hears  ex- 
pressions of  surprise  and  disappointment  that  the  loss  of  "fire- 
proof" safes  should  have  been  so  heavy.  This  is  a  condition 
which  could  have  been  foretold  by  any  one  conversant  with  present 
methods  of  construction  and  with  the  results  of  former  great 
fires.  It  is  a  condition  for  which  the  buying  public  rather  than 
the  manufacturer  —  at  least  than  the  reputable  manufacturer — is 
responsible. 

Of  vaults  we  may  distinguish  those  of  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies and  those  of  mercantile  houses.     The  contents  of  the 
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twenty-two  burned  national  and  savings  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies' vaults  at  Baltimore  were  in  evcr}^  instance  found  to  be  in 
perfect  condition.  The  successful  resistance  opposed  by  these 
vaults  to  the  onslaughts  of  tremendous  heat  at  once  gives  a  high 
value  to  the  principles  of  construction  embodied.  A  majority  of 
vaults  were  of  comparatively  recent  erection.  They  were  vari- 
ously located.  A  few  were  in  basements,  others  were  on  first  and 
still  others  on  second  floors.  In  each  case  the  fireproof  protection 
was  of  surrounding  walls  built  up  solidly  of  hard  brick  laid  in 
cement,  and  free  from  built-in  ironwork.  The  average  thickness 
of  walls  was  about  sixteen  inches.  All  these  vaults  were  on  brick 
foundations  built  up  from  cellar  bottoms. 

Several  of  the  vaults  were  unfavorably  situated,  and  were  sub- 
jected to  a  heat  hardly  imaginable.  Yet  the  temperature  in  the 
interior  must  have  been  moderate.  In  one  of  these  cases  the  max- 
imum temperature  which  arose  may  be  approximatel}^  estimated 
from  a  singular  incident.  A  wax  candle  had  been  left  standing 
upon  a  safe  in  the  vault.  During  the  progress  of  the  fire  the 
candle  was  bent  over  of  its  own  weight,  until,  without  actually 
melting,  it  rested  in  the  pan  of  the  holder.  As  the  melting  point 
of  fairly  bard  paraffine  is  in  the  vicinity  of  130°  F.,  we  may  con- 
clude that  the  temperature  inside  the  vault  during  the  hottest  of 
the  fire  fell  a  few  degrees  short  of  this  point.  It  may  have  been 
between  100°  and  120°. 

It  should  be  unnecessary  at  this  late  day  to  call  attention  again 
to  the  error  of  including  iron  rods  or  iron  rails  imbedded  in  vault 
walls  wdth  the  intention  of  adding  strength,  or  enclosing  fireproof- 
ing  materials  between  iron  plates  with  connecting  partitions  of 
beams  or  channel  iron.  But,  unfortunately,  the  practice  has  not 
been  altogether  abandoned.  It  is  evident  that,  since  iron,  brick 
and  cement  expand  at  different  rates  on  being  heated,  and  iron 
much  the  more  rapidly,  such  addition  to  the  brick  or  cement  work 
must  be  a  source  of  weakness,  and  is  always  dangerous.  The 
effects  of  such  combination  were  strikingly  exhibited  in  the  Bos- 
ton fire  of  1872  by  the  vault  of  the  Shawmut  Bank,  in  which  large 
seams  were  opened  up  by  the  expanding  ironwork,  and  the  safety 
of  the  vault  was  greatly  imperiled. 

An  example  teaching  the  need  of  unremitting  watchfulness  and 
skilled  oversight  in  vault  construction  was  afforded  by  the  loss  of 
a  bank  vault  in  one  of  the  buildings  examined.  When  the  wall 
was  being  built  a  thoughtless  mason  failed  to  remove  a  piece  of 
scantling  placed  by  a  carpenter  when  constructing  balcony  floor. 
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As  the  buildiug  burned,  the  fire  followed  through  this  piece  of 
wood  into  the  vault,  and  ultimately  the  entire  contents  were  de- 
stroyed. 

The  vaults  of  mercantile  houses  in  Baltimore  were  of  varying 
construction  and  quality.  Many  of  them  kept  their  contents  in- 
tact. But  there  were  also  many  losses.  Constructive  errors  to 
which  failures  may  be  laid  were  of  four  kinds:  (1)  insecure 
foundations;  (2)  faulty  and  cheaply  constructed  doors  and  poor 
bolt  work;  (3)  improper  attachment  of  doors  to  masonry;  (4) 
connection  of  vault  walls  with  building  walls,  which  fell  and  car- 
ried them  down.  The  result  of  the  defect  in  the  first  class  was 
the  tumbling  of  vaults ;  and  in  the  second  and  third  classes  of 
defects  was  the  warping  of  the  doors  out  of  place,  and  the  conse- 
quent ingress  of  heat  and  fire. 

Turning  now  to  portable  safes,  the  statistics  are  not  yet  complete 
enough  to  show  the  percentage  of  loss.  In  the  Boston  fire  careful 
computation  showed  that  sixty-eight  per  cent,  of  safes  were  de- 
stroyed. The  writer  is  of  the  opinion,  based  on  personal  observa- 
tion and  comparison  in  the  two  cases,  that  the  proportionate  loss 
at  Baltimore  will  prove  to  have  been  as  great  as  it  was  in  Boston, 
or  even  greater.  In  truth,  by  far  the  larger  number  of  the  safes 
upon  which  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  were  relying  on  the  even- 
ing of  February  6  for  the  safe  keeping  of  valuables,  books  and 
business  papers,  etc.,  representing  oftentimes  a  great  part  of  their 
fortunes,  were  in  no  sense  fireproof.  Heat  penetrated  their  cas- 
ings. The  wooden  linings  caught  fire,  and  with  books  and  papers 
were  reduced  to  a  handful  of  ashes  and  charred  fragments.  Heat 
went  into  these  safes  sufticiently  to  destroy  even  jewelry,  though 
not  actually  to  melt  the  metal  parts,  so  far  as  the  writer  observed. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  interested  public  will  ask  whether  it 
is  possible  to  make,  at  a  moderate  cost,  safes,  i.e.,  iron  and  steel 
receptacles,  of  suitable  size,  weight  and  portability,  which  will  be 
proof  against  the  terrific  heat  of  such  conflagrations.  And  if  this 
question  is  answered  in  the  affirmative,  it  will  further  be  inquired 
why  such  safes  are  so  generally  replaced  by  an  inferior  article. 

To  answer  the  latter  question  first :  The  vast  majority  of  safes 
now  in  use  throughout  the  United  States  as  fireproof"  are  not  so 
in  reality  when  subjected  to  extremely  severe  tests,  because  the 
demand  of  the  public  has  steadily  been  for  cheapening  prices. 
This  is  an  entirely  natural  state  of  things.  To  this  demand  the 
manufacturers,  in  tlie  stress  of  sharp  competition,  have  been 
obliged  to  yield.    Obviously  this  hurts  the  maker  as  well  as  the 
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buyer,  for  no  craft  can  profit  in  the  long  run  from  the  deteriora- 
tion of  its  product.  The  remedy  lies,  first  of  all,  with  the  better 
class  of  business  concerns,  whose  intelligence  and  means  should 
command  adequate  protection  in  safe  construction. 

That  safes  may  be  made  moderate  in  size  and  in  cost,  and  yet 
able  to  stand  against  the  hottest  fires,  excepting  only  where  the 
entire  exterior  shell  is  melted,  has  been  demonstrated.  The  results 
have  been  shown  by  exhaustive  experiments,  as  well  as  by  actual 
experience.  These  results  may  be  explained  by  well-known  laws 
of  the  science  of  physics. 

The  writer  has  in  mind  two  safes  of  special  construction,  as 
hereinafter  described,  which  went  through  the  Boston  fire.  The 
condition  of  their  exteriors  showed  that  they  had  been  raised  to  a 
very  high  degree  of  temperature.  The  external  plates  were  much 
warped  and  partially  consumed,  burued-off  corners  and  gaping 
seams  testifying  to  the  intensity  of  the  heat.  The  safes  were  in 
truth  thoroughly  tried  by  the  flames.  When  they  were  opened, 
however,  their  contents  were  found  to  be  perfectly  preserved. 

The  outcome  of  certain  experiments  performed  a  number  of 
years  ago,  of  which  the  writer  had  cognizance,  was  hardly  less 
convincing.  Tests  were  made  upon  a  number  of  small  safes 
(about  one  foot  cubic  each),  with  various  fireproof  wall-filling 
materials,  in  reverberatory  furnaces.  Internal  temperatures  dur- 
ing heating  were  taken  by  self -registering  thermometers,  and  com- 
bustible materials  were  enclosed.  Temperatures  approaching  the 
melting  point  of  iron  were  used.  Lesser  temperatures  succeeding 
the  maximum  were  continued  for  many  hours.  At  the  end  of  the 
tests,  the  wood,  parchment,  etc.,  held  by  certain  of  the  safes  were 
found  to  be  quite  fresh  and  unchanged. 

Without  entering  too  much  into  details,  these  results  may  be 
accounted  for  on  scientific  principles.  The  safes  which  success- 
fully passed  the  ordeal  had  a  wall-filling  of  composition  containing 
a  high  percentage  of  water  in  combination,  held  in  stable  position 
interstitially.  As  the  heat  penetrated  this  layer,  it  converted  the 
water  evenly  and  gradually  to  steam.  Change  from  liquid  to 
gaseous  form  is  attended  by  the  conversion  of  heat  into  mechani- 
cal separation  of  the  water  particles,  and  a  very  large  amount  of 
heat  is  in  this  way  rendered  "  latent."  As  long  as  conversion  to 
steam  is  going  on,  the  temperature  does  not  rise.  The  water  con- 
tent of  the  filling  thus  retards  the  progress  of  the  heat  through  the 
wall  of  the  safe,  and  so  protects  the  box  at  the  center.  It  will  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  protection  is  secured  not  to  any  great  extent 
by  the  interposition  of  non-conducting  material,  but  by  the  ^'ab- 
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sorptioD  "  of  heat  in  converting  liquid  water  into  vapor.  There  is 
no  other  method  of  construction  known  to  the  writer  upon  which 
reliance  can  be  placed.  The  safes  referred  to  above  as  passing 
successfully  through  the  Boston  fire  were  constructed  in  accord- 
ance with  this  principle,  and  those  which  failed  in  such  numbers  in 
the  recent  Baltimore  fire  most  assuredly  were  not  so  constructed. 

The  cost  of  such  really  fireproof  safes  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
thirty  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  average  safe  sold  to-day  as  fire- 
proof. In  the  light  of  recent  events,  purchasers  should  decide 
whether  they  can  or  can  not  afford  to  pay  this  added  fraction,  re- 
quiring, in  return,  proved  and  amply  certified  protective  work. 
The  lessons  of  disastrous  experience,  so  often  and  so  lately  re- 
peated, should  not  be  lost. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  any  professional  men  using  the  portable 
type  of  safes  will,  through  their  willingness  to  pay  a  proper  in- 
crease in  price,  not  only  encourage,  but  insist  upon,  the  incorpora- 
tion of  reliable  and  essential  fireproofing  elements  not  only  as 
regards  the  wall-filling  materials,  but  the  proper  strength  and  con- 
struction of  the  steel  shells  and  doors. 
Boston,  INIass.,  April,  1904. 

While  the  records  in  most  of  the  towns  would  not  be 
likely  to  pass  through  great  fires,"  the  fires  would  usually 
be  sufficient  to  put  to  a  test  the  safes  which  had  been  thought 
suitable  for  their  location,  and  the  part  of  the  article  dealing 
with  safes  cannot  but  be  instructive  to  town  officers.  They 
will  do  well  to  note  the  distinction  made  between  really 
fireproof  safes"  and  the  **  average  safe,"  and  purchase  the 
higher  priced.  I  have,  I  believe,  examined  every  safe  in 
the  State  containing  pu])lic  records  w^hich  has  passed  through 
a  fire  during  my  term  of  office,  and,  while  no  records  have 
been  destroyed  in  them,  some  of  the  average  "  safes  have 
been  ruined,  and  their  contents  injured  to  an  extent  that 
made  binding  and  copying  necessary,  at  an  expense  exceed- 
ing what  a  better  safe  would  have  cost. 

As  generalizing  fails  to  be  as  convincing  as  a  specific 
statement,  I  will  give  one.  Some  years  ago  a  representative 
of  a  manufacturing  concern  was  sent  to  purchase  a  safe  of  a 
reputable  dealer.  The  price  seemed  so  high  that  upon  his 
own  responsibility  he  purchased  elsewhere  one  **just  as 
good."  After  it  had  been  used  for  a  time,  having  had  at 
times  $40,000  in  it  just  before  pay  day,  it  was  discovered 


24 


PUBLIC  KECORDS. 


[Jan. 


that  the  back  was  an  inch-and-a-half  hemlock  board,  covered 
with  sheet  iron.  Wliile  it  is  not  intended  to  imply  that  this 
safe  was  an     average"  one,  the  fact  carries  its  lesson. 

Danger  from  Smoking. 

In  these  days,  when  smoking  is  making  innovations  ahnost 
everywhere,  except  at  a  church  service  or  in  the  auditorium 
of  a  theatre,  and  the  danger  from  it  is  enhanced  by  the  use 
of  cigarettes,  it  would  probably  ho  impossible  to  prevent  it 
in  the  buildings  used  for  the  public  records ;  but  it  should 
at  least  be  restricted  there,  and  absolutely  prohibited  in  the 
rooms  used  for  the  records.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  lind 
partly  smoked  cigars  in  considerable  numbers,  or  partially- 
filled  pipes,  lying  about  in  town  halls,  or  with  the  accunm- 
lation  of  papers  in  the  rooms  used  as  the  town  offices. 

Many  fires  in  town  halls  have  been  attributed  to  careless- 
ness of  smokers,  and  two  town  halls  have  escaped  destruction 
within  the  past  year  by  the  timely  discovery  of  fires  set  by 
ignition  of  sawdust  in  wooden  spittoons.  In  Chelmsford, 
a  fire  which  had  burned  tliroui^li  the  fioor  of  a  room  used  as 
an  armory  was  discovered  and  extinguished  b}^  two  of  the 
selectmen  who  happened  to  make  an  early  morning  visit  to 
the  town  hall.  In  Manchester,  a  citizen  passing  the  town 
hall  at  5.45  a.m.  discovered  a  fire  which,  owing  to  the 
weather  conditions,  would  have  been  serious,  endangering 
other  buildings  as  well,  had  it  not  been  for  its  timely  dis- 
covery. Wooden  spittoons  will  be  prohibited  in  those  halls, 
and  other  towns  will  do  well  to  heed  the  warning. 

The  fire  in  the  Chelmsford  town  hall,  and  the  destruction 
on  Feb.  14,  1904,  of  the  town  hall  in  Meriden,  Conn., 
which  contained  records  and  official  offices,  caused  by  a  fire 
in  the  night  following  a  fair  in  the  assembly  room,  furnish 
further  evidence  of  the  desiral)ility  of  separating  public 
record  offices  from  assembly  halls. 

Ink. 

It  may  seem  unnecessary  to  say  more  upon  the  subject  of 
ink  for  the  records,  inasnuich  as  the  law  requires  the  use 
of  the  State  standard  ink  upon  them  ;  but  as  there  is  con- 
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tinued  complaint  of  the  ink,  coupled  with  some  abuse  of  the 
commissioner  and  an  occasional  suggestion  of  an  attempt  to 
repeal  the  law,  it  is  well  to  keep  the  subject  alive,  even  at 
the  risk  of  repetition. 

The  complaints  of  the  ink  chiefly  come,  without  thought 
or  inquiry,  from  persons  best  described  as  fogies,  whom  the 
dictionary  defines  as  "  persons  behind  the  times,"  who  object 
to  any  new  departure  ;  or  from  others  who  incline  to  adopt 
experimental  things  upon  the  market,  and  who  would  like  to 
use  aniline  fluids  which  are  constantly  a})pearing  under  the 
claim  of  writing  black  and  always  remaining  so,  when,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn  by  inquiry  and  constant  experimenting,  no 
such  ink  has  yet  been  found. 

The  complaints  are  two:  (1)  that  the  ink  thickens,  and 
(2)  corrodes  steel  pens.  As  has  l)een  stated  over  and  over 
again,  an  ink  to  be  permanent  must  contain  iron  and  gallic 
acid,  and  if  of  proper  specific  gravity  must  oxidize  and  thicken 
if  exposed  in  the  inkstand.  It  ought  to  be  protected  from 
oxidization  before  it  reaches  the  paper,  by  pouring  it  in  small 
quantities,  or,  better,  by  keeping  it  in  air-tight  inkstands. 
That  properly  protected  it  will  not  unduly  thicken  is  testi- 
fied to  by  many  who  use  it  properly,  and  is  proved  l)y  its 
satisfactory  use  in  fountain  pens.  That  it  corrodes  steel 
pens  more  than  other  permanent  inks  is  not  a  fact.  That  an 
ink  will  corrode  a  pen  if  not  wiped  off  is  evidence  that  it  is 
not  aniline,  and  is  to  its  credit. 

In  the  fifteenth  annual  report  the  adoption  by  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department  of  the  State  standard  ink  was 
noticed,  and  the  statement  concerning  the  ink  and  the  instruc- 
tions covering  its  use,  contained  in  the  department  circular, 
were  quoted.  By  circular  of  Feb.  8,  1905,  the  same  ink  is 
continued  for  use  ;  and  the  department  goes  farther  in  pro- 
hibiting the  acceptance  of  bonds,  vouchers,  or  other  docu- 
ments if  prepared  with  inks  which  are  liable  to  fade. 

My  investigation  in  1890  of  the  i)ermanency  of  inks  was 
made  none  to  soon,  for  with  the  constant  putting  upon  the 
market  of  aniline  fluids  with  a  view  to  cheapness,  or  in  the 
attempt  to  supi)ly  an  ink  which  would  write  black  (well 
enough  for  certain  i)urp()ses),  the  record  books  would  have 
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been  exposed  to  increasing  danger.  The  introduction,  too, 
of  indelible  pencils,  stamps,  etc.,  constitutes  a  danger  to 
papers  required  to  be  Hied.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  these  inks, 
may  resist  acids,  and  their  resistance  is  advanced  as  evidence 
of  permanency ;  but  they  contain  aniline,  and  consequently 
will  fade.  Ink  that  acid  will  not  remove  is  likely  to  fade 
quickly. 

The  results  of  the  investigation  have  been  widespread,  and 
the  subject  has  since  received  and  is  receiving  consideration 
in  this  country  and  abroad.  "Paper  and  Pulp,"  a  journal 
for  the  paper,  pulp,  and  allied  trades,  published  in  London, 
in  its  issue  of  March  1,  1905,  calls  attention  to  the  action  of 
our  State  upon  paper  and  ink  for  the  public  records,  quotes 
the  law,  and  from  the  reports  of  this  commission  gives  the 
specifications  for  the  standard  ink,  and  closes  by  saying : 
**It  is  of  very  great  importance  that  the  subject  should  re- 
ceive the  most  serious  attention  of  11.  M.  Stationery  Office, 
and  that  a  public  opinion  should  be  created  in  this  country  on 
this  subject,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  importance  to 
posterity.  A  little  neglect  now,  or  the  attempt  to  save  a 
little  in  the  price  of  paper  or  ink,  may  result  in  endless 
trouble  hereafter." 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  :  Boxford,  Charlton,  Marblehead 
(completed),  Medway,  Xewton,  Oakham,  Oxford,  and  Rut- 
land. 

The  following  volumes  have  been  issued  :  —  * 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Early  History  of 
Boston,  coutaining  Minutes  of  the  Selectmen's  Meetings,  1799  to, 
and  including,  1810.  (This  is  the  Thirty-third  Report  in  the 
series  of  Boston  Records,  formerly  called  Record  Commissioners 
Reports.)    Edward  W.  INtcGlenen,  City  Registrar.    Boston,  11)04. 

Boston.  Scries  of  Plans  of  Boston,  showing  existing  ways  and 
owners  of  property,  1630-1 635-1  GlO-1 645.  Compiled  by  George 
Lamb,  from  Town  Records,  Book  of  Possessions,  IMassachusetts 
Bay  Records,  Savage's  Winlin-op,  Lcchford's  Diary,-  Aspinwall's 
Notarial  Records  and  Suffolk  County  Deeds,  Scale  about  600  feet 
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to  an  inch.  Issued  as  supplement  to  Vohinie  2  of  the  Record 
Commissioners'  Reports  by  Edward  W.  McGlenen,  City  Registrar. 
Boston,  1905. 

Boston.  The  Town  of  Roxbury,  its  Memorable  Persons  and 
Places,  its  History  and  Antiquities,  with  numerous  illustrations  of 
its  Old  Landmarks  and  Noted  Personages.  By  Francis  S.  Drake. 
(This  is  the  Thirty-fourth  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records, 
formerly  called  Record  Commissioners'  Reports.)  Edward  W. 
McGlenen,  City  Registrar.    Boston,  1905. 

Binding. 

Records  have  been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery 
Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following  places  :  Car- 
ver, Foxborough,  Halifax,  Hardwick,  Haverhill,  Ilopkinton, 
Ipswich,  Lakeville,  Middlefield,  Nantucket,  Norton,  North 
Reading,  Palmer,  Pepperell,  Princeton,  Southwick,  Stur- 
bridge,  Sutton,  Truro,  Wareham,  and  West  Stockbridge  ; 
and  for  the  registry  of  deeds,  and  the  registry  of  probate, 
in  Nantucket. 

Most  of  this  work  has  been  done  under  my  direction  ;  and 
under  the  discretion  given  me,  much  of  the  cost  has  been 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  this  office. 

The  registry  of  deeds  and  the  registry  of  probate  at  East 
Cambridije  have  continued  the  work  there,  and  the  reo^isters 
of  deeds  at  Plymouth,  Taunton,  and  Worcester  have  had 
many  of  their  plans  mounted  in  a  form  which  seems  to  solve 
the  troublesome  question  of  convenient  filing  of  various- 
sizecl  plans. 

Ancient  Dating  and  Adjusting  of  Dates. 

Instances  of  the  perplexity  of  ancient  dating  continue  to  be 
brought  to  my  attention,  either  by  inquiries,  by  the  question- 
ing of  the  accuracy  of  dates  which  I  have  given  in  the  Manual 
of  the  Legislature,  or  by  my  finding  wrong  dates  in  print. 

Persons  consulting  the  ])rinted  laws  of  the  Conmionwealth 
are  confused  by  the  diUbrcncc  between  the  legislative  year 
and  calendar  year,  which  led  to  numbering  chapters  differ- 
ently in  different  editions.  An  attempt  to  explain  both  of 
these  matters  was  printed  in  the  sixteenth  report,  to  which 
persons  interested  are  referred. 
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New  Hajmpsiiike  Eecords. 

The  intimate  relations  existing'  between  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  in  early  days,  much  of  the  present  territory 
of  the  latter  having  been  included  in  the  former,  make 
records  of  each  of  interest  and  benelit  to  the  other  State.  It 
is  interesting,  therefore,  to  know  of  the  important  action 
recently  taken  by  New  Hampshire. 

Under  an  act  of  March  11,  1897,  the  records  of  all  the 
courts  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  prior  to  April  29, 
1769,  were  removed  from  the  county  records  building  in 
Exeter  to  the  State  Library  building  at  Concord,  and  placed 
in  vaults  there.  Under  an  act  of  March  10,  1899,  all  records 
and  deeds  and  all  probate  records,  and  all  the  original  })apers 
of  the  province  to  the  same  date,  were  also  deposited  there. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Batchellor,  Editor  of  State  Papers,  whose  valu- 
able work  for  New  Hampshire  is  well  known  to,  and  fully 
appreciated  by,  all  dealing  with  its  history  or  laws,  acted  as 
one  of  the  agents  for  the  transfer  of  these  records,  and  printed 
suggestions  for  their  treatment,  which  were  adopted,  and  the 
work  upon  them  was  commenced  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

One  hundred  volumes  of  records  of  deeds  and  twenty-five 
of  records  of  wills,  with  the  original  papers  in  thirty-six 
hundred  and  twenty-two  estates,  were  transferred  to  the 
secretary's  department,  of  which  thus  far,  a  card  index  in 
much  detail  has  been  prepared,  and  a  large  part  of  the  other 
papers  have  already  been  thus  indexed. 

I  intended  to  quote  from  the  paper  of  Mr.  Batchellor  only 
so  far  as  it  enumerated  the  records,  but  it  sets  out  so  fully 
the  whole  situation,  and  shows  so  conclusively"  the  value  of 
records  of  this  character  if  their  contents  are  made  available, 
that  I  quote  it  in  full. 

The  first  divisiou  of  the  papers  removed,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  recent  law,  from  Exeter  to  the  custody  of  the  State 
at  Concord,  to  suggest  itself  would  be  into  (1)  Land  Records, 
and  (2)  Court  Records. 

1.  The  Laud  Records. 

These  are  contained  in  bound  manuscript  volumes,  about  one 
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hundred  in  number.  The  records  prior  to  March  10,  1771,  belong 
to  the  State.  The  vokimes  subsequent  to  that  date  beloug  to  the 
county  of  Rockingham,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  State  to  cause 
transcripts  to  be  made  of  deeds  of  date  prior  to  ]March  19,  1771, 
which  did  not  get  record  in  the  registry  of  deeds  till  subsequent  to 
that  date.  One  vohnne  at  Exeter  contains  records  of  deeds  on 
both  sides  of  the  divisional  date,  ISIarch  19,  1771.  These  deeds 
of  date  prior  to  March  19,  1771,  should  be  transcribed  from  the 
old  book  at  Exeter  by  or  for  the  State  into  a  new  vohime ;  and 
into  the  same  book,  also,  should  be  copied  the  deeds  of  date  prior 
to  March  19,  1771,  but  recorded  in  the  volumes  now  in  Exeter 
registry  covering  the  period  subsequent  to  the  divisional  date. 
"When  these  additional  deeds  are  secured  for  the  State  from  the 
Rockingham  County  records,  a  similar  collection  of  those  of  date 
prior  to  March  19,  1771,  but  recorded  in  the  other  counties,  should 
be  gathered  and  added  to  the  State's  collection  of  manuscript  prov- 
ince deeds.  Then  an  index  of  the  whole  should  be  prepared  as 
speedily  as  practicable,  by  which  the  names  of  parties,  date  of 
deed,  and  the  location  of  real  estate  described,  should  be  ascer- 
tainable upon  the  most  approved  system  of  dealing  v^rith  such 
records. 

2.  The  Court  Records. 

These  are  properly  divisible  into  five  subjects  :  — 

(1)  The  records  of  the  provincial  Governor  and  Council:  — 

(a)  As  an  executive  and  administrative  body ;  and 

(b)  As  a  court  of  appeals. 

(2)  The  records  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature. 
~  (3)  The  records  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

(4)  The  records  of  the  Court  of  Sessions. 

(5)  The  records  of  the  Court  of  Probate. 

First.  —  The  necessity  of  rendering  these  archives  accessible  to 
the  public  is  the  primary  consideration.  They  are  voluminous, 
and  there  is  no  probability  that  they  can  ever  be  published  in  any 
printed  form  that  would  approach  a  complete,  exhaustive,  or  meas- 
urably adequate  treatment  of  them.  They  are,  however,  constantly 
resorted  to  for  the  purposes  of  business  and  for  legal  and  historical 
investigation.  They  are  the  evidence  which  is  at  the  foundation 
of  property  rights  for  the  entire  State,  and  they  contain  the  ele- 
ments for  the  development  of  our  law,  our  constitution,  and  our 
political  systems  during  the  first  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
our  history  as  a  colony  and  province.  Every  practical  considera- 
tion, affecting  records  of  such  value  and  such  antiquity,  demands 
such  a  disposal  and  such  an  arrangement  of  them  as  that  the  legit- 
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imate  inquirer  can  economically^  speedily,  and  conveniently  search 
them  to  their  full  extent  and  in  their  most  specific  details  without 
inevitably  being  lost  in  a  trackless  labyrinth. 

Second.  —  The  method  suggested  is  an  arrangement  of  the  books 
and  papers  in  each  division  and  subdivision  in  its  own  series,  the 
bound  volumes  being  numbered  and  the  papers  or  documents  in 
files  or  in  scattered  condition  being  pasted  into  bound  books  with 
leaves  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  a  chronological  order  being 
preserved  in  the  disposition  of  the  books,  records,  and  papers  in 
each  division.  Eventually  these  archives,  being  thus  reduced  to 
order  and  system  should  be  subjected  to  an  exhaustive  and  scien- 
tific method  of  indexing. 

Third.  —  As  to  the  order  in  which  the  work  should  be  under- 
taken, I  should  suggest  that  the  land  records  and  the  probate 
records  receive  the  first  attention.  This  recommendation  arises 
from  the  well-known  fact  that  the  stress  of  inquiry  and  investiga- 
tion is  and  must  of  necessity  be  more  continuous  and  more  general 
upon  the  records,  papers,  books,  and  files  in  the  land  and  probate 
department  than  upon  those  in  the  other  divisions. 

Fourth.  —  The  key  to  the  method  of  arrangement  is  an  observ- 
ance of  the  logical  requirements  of  a  classification  that  will  render 
the  contents  of  the  archives  most  conveniently  available  for  actual 
and  general  use,  and  at  the  earliest  practicable  date.  Tlie  laws  of 
utility  must  govern  in  the  undertaking  of  putting  the  records  in 
accessible  form,  place,  and  custody.  If  the  probate  records  are 
now  assumed  to  be  under  treatment,  it  will  be  observed  that  a  part 
of  the  material  is  entered  in  full  in  books,  and  a  part  of  it  is  in  loose 
papers  and  files.  In  the  periods  of  the  first  and  second  union  with 
the  towns  of  Massachusetts,  under  the  colonial  government  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  a  large  number  of  New  Hampshire  estates, 
administered  in  the  courts  which  had  jurisdiction  over  areas  con- 
stituted of  towns  in  each  province,  would  necessarily  have  afforded 
records  local  to  the  colony,  counties,  or  towns  of  Massachusetts. 
These  records  are  to  be  sought  in  those  localities  to-day.  These 
considerations  apply  in  a  measure  to  the  records  of  New  Hamp- 
shire administrations  which,  for  various  reasons,^  are  to  be  sought 
in  the  archives  of  the  towns  and  counties  of  southwestern  Maine. 
It  would  be  advisable,  therefore,  to  supplement  the  accessions  to 
the  State  archives  in  this  division  of  the  subject  effected  by  the 
recent  removals  of  probate  records  from  Exeter  to  State  custody 
at  Concord  by  transcripts  from  the  IMassachusetts  and  Maine 
archives.    These  papers  and  records,  which  now  remain  in  such 
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custody  outside  the  State,  are  not  numerous,  aud  the  expense  of 
obtaining  copies  would  not  be  large.  The  collection  having  thus 
been  made  as  complete  as  possible  in  the  State  custody,  the  busi- 
ness of  prompt  and  systematic  arrangement  and  indexing  should 
proceed  on  common-sense  plans  that  will  suggest  themselves  to  a 
competent  archivist. 

Fifth.  —  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  records  of  the  provincial 
Governor  and  Council  have  been  in  State  custody  from  the  outset. 
It  is  the  material  in  the  records  and  files  of  the  subordinate  courts 
that  has  been  but  recently  brought  from  Exeter.  This  assembling 
of  all  the  province  archives  in  a  single  custody  enables  those  who 
would  prosecute  some  comprehensive  system  of  arrangement  for 
the  whole  to  introduce  cross-reference  and  citations  into  what  we 
may  consider  in  the  first  instance  as  a  system  of  parallels.  That 
is  to  say,  these  separate  courts  and  administrative  bodies,  being  in 
the  exercise  of  their  several  functions  contemporaneously,  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years,  will  of  course  be  found  to  have  had,  in  a 
given  period,  by  the  course  of  appeals  and  occasional  remanding, 
the  same  subjects  or  causes  under  consideration. 

The  existence  of  this  state  of  affairs  and  procedure  will  necessi- 
tate such  not  infrequent  entries  in  the  series  belonging  to  each 
judicial  division  as  will  guide  the  investigator  from  the  records  of 
one  court  to  those  of  another  until  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the 
cause,  subject,  or  party  is  ascertained. 

Sixth.  — The  records  of  the  Governor  and  Council  as  a  court  of 
appeals  and  chancery  have  always  been  of  the  utmost  interest  and 
importance  in  the  modern  ascertainment  and  administration  of  the 
laws  of  the  State,  and  in  the  interpretation  and  application  of  cer- 
tain provisions  of  the  State  Constitution. 

It  is  stated  in  the  argument  of  Hon.  Jeremiah  Smith,  in  the 
important  case  of  Connecticut  River  Lumber  Company  v.  Olcott 
Falls  Company,  65  N.  II.  328,  that  the  records  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  acting  as  a  court  of  appeals,  are  extant  from  the 
period  from  1742  to  1774.  It  also  appears  in  the  same  connec- 
tion that  only  two  modern  investigators  have  accomplished  the 
task  of  personal  examination  of  the  contents  of  those  records. 
The  persons  referred  to  were  the  late  Chief  Justice  Smith  and  the 
late  John  M.  Shirley. 

This  is  because  the  condition  of  such  an  undigested  and  un- 
arranged  mass  of  books,  files,  and  records  deters  the  most  patient 
and  indefatigable  searcher  from  undertaking  an  investigation  to 
anything  like  a  critical,  complete,  and  satisfactory  purpose. 
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And  yet  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  these  very  records  when- 
ever, as  in  the  case  above  cited,  it  becomes  necessary  for  the 
courts  to  apply  the  historical  test  in  ascertaining  whether  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  as  a  court  of  chancery,  exercised  equity  powers  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  in  connection  with  the  exercise  of  those  powers 
a  right  of  trial  by  ^ury  was  conceded  and  exercised. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  of  1784,  wliich,  with  the  amend- 
ments subsequently  effected,  is  still  the  organic  law,  in  terms 
refers  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  the  period  prior  to  1784  as  a 
controlling  fact  in  the  ascertainment  and  application  of  the  gov- 
erning principles  of  our  Constitution,  it  is  almost  too  plain  for 
argument  tliat  the  avenues  of  investigation  through  all  the  court 
records  of  the  province  period  should  always  be  open  and  access- 
ible by  the  most  convenient  methods  that  the  State  can  provide, 
and  that,  too,  without  needless  and  improvident  delay. 

The  recent  case  of  State  v.  Jackson,  69  N.  II.  511,  is  one  in 
which  the  court  was  compelled  to  traverse  the  entire  provincial 
period  in  its  investigations,  in  order  to  determine  the  measures  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  justices  and  police  courts  in  the  imposition  of 
penal  sanctions. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  regret  and  solicitude  that,  in  respect  to  the 
records  in  question,  the  courts  and  other  investigators  are  practi- 
cally barred  out  by  the  disorganized,  undigested,  and  voluminous 
confusion  in  which  the  archives  have  been  permitted  to  remain 
during  this  entire  period,  beginning  with  the  organization  of  the 
revolutionary  State  government  in  1775. 

Seventh,  —  The  Secretary  of  State  is  the  usual  and  appropriate 
custodian  of  such  State  archives.  It  should  now,  without  further 
postponement  of  the  subject,  be  made  his  duty  to  inaugurate  a 
system  of  classification  and  arrangement  of  the  entire  body  of 
these  records,  papers,  documents,  and  books,  which,  in  its  devel- 
opment, will  permanently  and  effectually  open  them  to  the  public 
use.  Not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  should  be  made 
available  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  enable  him  to  proceed  on 
plans  approved  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  undertaking. 

There  is,  in  respect  to  this  work,  no  occasion  for  a  commission 
or  for  elaborate,  expensive,  or  ostentatious  official  machinery.  It 
will  proceed  most  advantageously  for  the  people's  interests  and 
uses  if  it  be  prosecuted  on  simple  and  practical  plans  and  methods, 
under  the  direction  of  a  single  head,  with  all  the  expedition  that  is 
consistent  with  efficiency  and  economy  in  execution. 
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The  specific  cases  cited  in  the  foregoing  emphasize  the 
fact  that,  until  such  records  are  made  available  at  the  pul^lic 
charge,  the  litigant  who  can  afibrd  to  pay  for  ])rivate  research 
will  have  an  advantage  over  his  opponent  who  cannot. 
While  it  may  proi)erly  be  claimed  that  mone}^  must  neces- 
sarily have  an  important  part  in  the  preparation  of  a  suit,  a 
public  record,  made  at  pu])lic  expense,  should  be  equally 
available  to  rich  and  poor. 

Pkopkietoks  oh  Land  Records. 

The  ignorance  existing  about  the  proprietors  records,  and 
the  importance  of  them  at  times  when  they  are  needed, 
makes  it  worth  while  to  again  call  attention  to  them. 

May  14,  1634,  it  was  ordered  that  '^None  but  the  General 
Court  hath  power  to  .  .  .  and  dispose  of  lands,  viz.  :  to 
give  and  confirm  proprieties."  From  that  time  the  granting 
of  the  common  lands  to  persons  organizing  under  various 
names  continued,  the  name  proprietors  later  being  connnonly 
adopted.  These  bodies  held  meetings,  at  first  in  very  many 
instances  where  the  members  lived,  though  the  granted  lands 
might  have  been  far  distant.  The  records  of  these  meetings 
are  often  dated  in  the  home  town  until  settlement  com- 
menced on  the  new  grant. 

Naturally  the  division  of  the  land  was  one  of  the  first 
things  to  be  done,  and  records  and  plans  of  the  division 
were  made.  These  in  some  cases  were  made  in  the  volume 
used  for  the  records  of  meetings,  and  if  this  system  was 
commenced  it  was  apt  to  have  been  continued  through  several 
volumes,  and  meetings  of  "freemen"  are  interspersed  with 
records  of  those  of  proin-ietors."  In  other  places  separate 
volumes  were  devoted  wholly  to  description  of  the  lots,  and 
often  contained  plans  as  well. 

By  a  process  of  evolution  many  volumes  of  the  records  of 
meetings  came  to  contain  town  meetings,  and  as  such  very 
generally  remained  in  the  town  which  succeeded  the  pro- 
prietors, although  some  o(  these  got  into  })rivate  [)Ossessi()n  ; 
but  the  records  of  lands  not  infrequently  got  into  the  hands 
of  surveyors,  or  of  persons  holding  or  claiming  title  to  lands 
described  therein.    As  nmch  of  the  land  described  descended 
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by  inheritance,  years  may  have  passed  before  any  deeding 
may  have  taken  place  to  be  made  a  matter  of  record.  Tlie 
importance  of  these  records  will,  therefore,  appear. 

The  law  provides  that  when  a  body  of  proprietors  has 
ceased  to  exist,  the  records  shall  be  in  the  custody  of  the 
city  or  town  clerk  in  whose  city  or  town  the  lands,  or 
the  larger  part  thereof,  are  located.  Many  of  these  records 
are  undoubtedly  destroyed,  but  most  of  such  as  have  been 
learned  of  have  been  placed  in  proper  custody.  Under  the 
further  provision  of  the  statutes,  which  allows  county  com- 
missioners to  have  copies  of  these  records  made,  I  have 
succeeded,  in  co-operation  with  the  registers,  in  having 
many  copies  made  and  deposited  in  the  registries  of  deeds. 

There  are  live  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  i)ro})rietors  of 
Dartmouth  which  would  naturally  have  been  deposited  with 
the  town  clerk,  but  they  are  in  i)rivate  possession ;  and,  as 
old  Dartmouth  included  the  territory  now  Dartmouth,  West- 
port,  New  Bedford,  Acushnet,  and  Fairhaven,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  know  w'here  the  '*  larger  part "  of  the  land  lay, 
or  where  the  records  should  be  deposited.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  appropriate  place  for  them  would  be  the 
registry  of  deeds  at  New  Bedford,  as  all  the  land  is  within  its 
jurisdiction,  where  they  would  be  safe  and  easily  consulted. 
Moreover,  they  need  expert  binding,  which  would  entail  an 
expense  not  justly  to  be  charged  to  Dartmouth,  but  which 
can  be  done  under  my  direction  and  at  my  expense.  1 
would,  therefore,  recommend  a  resolve  authorizing  their 
transfe;-.  Similar  action  was  taken  concerning  the  records  of 
the  proprietors  of  Rochester,  w^hich  were  bound  and  placed 
in  the  registry  of  deeds  in  Plymouth,  where  they  are  safe  and 
available  to  persons  who  could  have  seen  them  in  Rochester 
only  at  great  inconvenience  and  considerable  exi)ense. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
The  establishment  by  the  Legislatures  of  successive  years 
of  town  boundaries,  as  reconnncnded  by  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Connnissioners,  makes  it  necessary  that  1  should  add 
to  the  Manual  of  the  Legislature  for  each  year  such  legisla- 
tion.   The  thorough  and  systematic  search  which  is  being 
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made  by  the  topogniphiciil  department  of  that  commission 
brings  to  light  legislation  which,  owing  to  the  incomplete 
indexing  of  the  early  records  of  the  General  Court,  or  the 
uncertainty  pertaining  to  certain  territory,  has  not  been  in- 
cluded under  the  legislation  pertaining  to  the  towns  printed 
in  the  IVlanual.  The  additions  thus  made  necessary  are  in- 
serted each  year,  making  the  latest  Manual  the  correct  one 
to  date. 

A  Caution. 

It  is  not  strictly  within  my  province  as  a  su})ervisor  of  the 
records  to  take  notice  of  attempts  to  deceive  the  public,  but 
when  incidentally  such  attempts  are  brought  to  the  attention 
of  a  public  servant,  it  would  seem  proper  for  him  to  call 
attention  to  them.  The  interest  in  genealogy  which  has 
developed  within  a  few  years  has  led  many  persons  to  take 
up  as  a  business  genealogical  research,  and  they  evidently 
find  many  ready  to  employ  them.  Some  of  these  are  pro- 
fessionals who  are  competent  to  do  accurate  work,  some  are 
novices  who  are  likely  to  jump  at  conclusions  or  to  accept 
unverified  statements,  while  there  are  others  who  are  un- 
questionably undertaking  to  get  money  under  false  pre- 
tences. 

A  circular  has  fallen  into  my  hands,  having  a  heading 
which  would  give  an  impression  that  it  was  issued  from  a 
well-established  institution,  which  contains  the  following,  as 
part  of  its  statements:  ''We  wish  to  inform  you  that  we 
have,  at  a  very  considerable  expense,  after  many  years' 
lal)or  and  research,  secured  accurate  copies  of  nearly  all  the 
church  and  town  records  of  New  England  prior  to  the  year 
1800,  and  in  many  instances  have  the  original  records  them- 
selves.'* 77ns  can  he  notJiinq  but  an  absolute  falsehood. 
There  is  not  a  town  in  New  Phigland  which  has  had  all  of 
its  records  copied;  and  copies  of  the  records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  Avhich  are  those  sought  for  by  searchers, 
are  so  few  as  to  brand  the  whole  statement  false.  Of  church 
records,  copies  are  too  few  to  be  looked  for. 

The  unaccounted-for  original  records  of  the  towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts are  so  few  that  it  may  be  almost  i)ositivcly  stated 
that  there  are  none  in  possession  of  these  parties.    If  they 
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are,  they  arc  unlawfully  kept,  and  the  parties  holding  thcni 
are  liable  to  ])rosecution.  ■  1  have  no  authority  to  authorize 
payment  for  their  recovery,  but  will  personally  pay  for  it,  or 
for  information  which  will  result  in  it. 

Parties  advertising  a  genealogical  societ}^  have  misled  some 
who  have  forwarded  money  as  a  uiembcrshi[)  fee,  and  have 
then  been  unable  to  locate  the  advertisers. 

1  shall  be  glad  to  advise  any  one  seeking  information  in 
regard  to  any  such  circulars  or  advertisements. 


It  is  very  customary  for  societies  to  conclude  their  annual 
reports  with  appeals  for  bequests,  and  to  give  the  legal  form 
for  such.  As  I  see  the  not  infrequent  bequest  to  a  town  of 
a  building  for  a  library,  I  am  disappointed  that  the  impor- 
tance of  the  records  has  not  been  realized,  and  provision  made 
for  a  fireproof  town  office  and  depository  for  the  records, 
as  well.  Provision  could  avcII  be  made,  too,  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  relics,  which  many  of  the  towns,  through  their 
historical  societies,  are  gathering  and  placing  in  ancient 
*^  fire-traps,"  liable  eventually  to  be  destroyed,  with  all  the 
accumulation. 

I  would  make  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  records  for  such 
buildings,  the  form  of  bequest  to  be  suited  to  the  needs  of 
the  town,  including,  in  poor  towns,  becoming  poorer,  but 
possessing  important  ancient  records,  a  provision  for  proper 
care  of  the  building. 
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V 

.  Jo  To  if^c  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

^,     I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fifteenth  report  of  this  com- 
^  mission,  being  the  nineteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

<;;^  The  statute  requires  that  the  commissioner  shall  annually 
-^vmake  a  report  to  the  general  court,  with  any  recommendations 
and  suggestions  as  to  the  records.  That  the  recommendations 
and  suggestions  made  year  after  year  by  heads  of  depart- 
^  ments  and  commissioners  receive  no  apparent  attention  from 
the  Legislature,  or  are  disapproved,  does  not  absolve  one 
from  the  duty  of  renewing  them.  Experience  brings  the  need 
of  them  more  and  more  to  the  front.  That  public  sentiment 
is  influenced  by  them  becomes  apparent  in  time,  and  neces- 
sary legislation  is  finally  obtained.  Two  examples  prove  this. 
In  1890  I  advocated  longer  terms  for  the  recording  officers, 
and  renewed  the  suggestion  until  1901,  when  three-year 
terms  for  city  and  town  clerks  were  made  permissive.  I  have 
also  advanced  the  idea  that  the  election  of  registers  of  deeds 
for  three  years,  when  registers  of  probate  and  clerks  of  the 
courts  were  elected  for  five,  was  without  reason,  and  in  the 
last  Legislature  the  terms  of  registers  of  deeds  was  made 
five  years.  Many  other  needed  changes  have  been  made 
after  the  advocacy  of  a  few  years.  Encouraged  by  this,  and 
by  the  fact  that  many  members  of  the  Legislature  approve 
what  does  not  result  in  immediate  legislation,  I  renew  some 
of  the  suggestions. 
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Eesults  of  the  Work. 
All  of  the  results  of  tlie  work  accomplished  cannot,  as  in 
many  of  the  State  offices,  he  suhmitted  in  an  annual  report 
by  figures  or  summaries,  nor  can  work  in  progress  he  reported 
without  endangering  results.  In  much  of  the  work  the  com- 
missioner is  ohliged  to  hide  the  time  when  the  result  is  as- 
sured. Important  records,  for  many  years  unheard  of,  or 
known  to  he  in  unauthoi-ized  hands,  are  traced  from  one  to 
another  person  or  place,  not  infrequently  to  distant  States. 
This  must  he  done  secretly,  as  precipitate  action  might  result 
in  their  secretion  or  destruction,  hut  time  so  changes  condi- 
tions that  they  are  eventually  willingly  surrendered.  Some 
results  not  before  reported  are  presented  under  the  appro- 
priate heads. 

City  Eiocokds. 

Salem  has  recently  erected  a  tier  of  six  vaults  attached  to 
the  rear  of  the  city  hall,  thereby  making  provision  for  the 
safety  and  convenient  arrangement  of  many  records  which 
were  exposed  to  danger  in  the  old  and  inflammable  building. 
This  was  done  at  my  suggestion,  contemplated  insufficient 
action  being  rescinded. 

For  several  ycai's  I  have  notified  the  city  government  of 
New  Bedford  that  action  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  safety 
of  their  records,  Avhicli  were  in  danger,  partly  in  the  public 
library  building  used  for  municipal  offices,  and  partly  in  the 
city  hall.  Plans  contemplated  a  few  years  ago  were  not  car- 
ried out,  and  the  city  government  of  190G  was  notified  that 
immediate  action  nnist  be  taken.  As  a  result,  an  appropria- 
tion has  been  made  and  extensive  alterations  are  in  process. 
The  burning  of  tlie  city  hall  last  month  may  open  the  way  to 
a  radical  change,  which  Avill  result  in  a  new  and  proper 
building. 

Tlie  records  in  the  city  hall  in  x^Torthampton  arc  not  prop- 
erly protected,  and  cannot  be  in  that  building  without  exten- 
sive improvements.    The  suggestion  of  a  new  city  hall  has 
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led  me  to  defer  summary  action,  but  as  the  prospects  of  a 
new  building  or  of  any  changes  in  the  present  seemed  more 
remote  than  ever,  the  city  government  of  lOOG  was  notified 
that  action  mnst  be  taken.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committee,  which  did  not  report  upon  it  until 
almost  the  end  of  the  municipal  year.  It  has  now,  wisely, 
reported  against  wasting  money  in  the  old  building,  and  in 
favor  of  the  erection  of  a  new  one.  The  election  of  the  city 
clerk,  who  has  appreciated  the  danger  and  constantly  en- 
deavored to  secure  improvement,  to  the  mayoralty  will  prob- 
ably result  in  some  action. 

Marlborough  has  finished  a  new  city  hall  within  the  past 
year  and  the  records  are  now  adequately  provided  for.  Learn- 
ing wisdom  from  experience,  an  assembly  hall,  which  was  the 
cause  of  the  burning  of  the  old  building,  has  been  eliminated, 
although  there  was  considerable  agitation  of  the  matter  before 
it  was  decided. 

The  situation  of  the  wooden  city  liall  in  Newton  makes  it 
the  most  hazardous  fire  risk  of  any  in  the  State,  and  its  de- 
struction by  fire  will  be  no  surprise.  Constant  urging  has 
brought  about  some  improvements  in  the  way  of  protection 
of  the  records,  the  last  being  the  construction  of  a  good  vault 
outside  the  walls  of  the  building,  where  valuable  records  of 
the  assessors  are  kept.  The  rapid  burning  of  the  Springfield 
city  hall  shows  the  danger  to  which,  during  office  liours  even, 
when  vaults  and  safes  are  open,  tlie  records  in  buildings  of 
this  character  are  exposed.  They  may  well  be  classed  rapid 
burning. 

FlEES. 

JNearly  every  year  there  is  a  fire  which  endangers  some  of 
the  public  records,  and  during  the  past  year  there  have  been 
two  such  fires. 

About  1  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  December  10  a  fire 
broke  out,  probably  as  the  result  of  smoking,  in  a  room  on 
the  upper  floor  of  the  Ilolyoke  city  hall,  occupied  as  a  social 
room  by  Company  D  of  the  Second  Regiment.    Occurring  at 
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this  hour,  it  was  soon  discovered  and  extinguished  without 
further  damage  than  the  drenching  of  parts  of  the  huilding. 
ISTo  records  were  destroyed.  In  a  room  adjoining  the  social 
room  there  was  stored  a  quantity  of  ammunition.  An  assem- 
bly hall  is  in  close  proximity.  That  a  city  government  should 
allow  such  a  combination  is,  at  least,  surprising.  The  ammu- 
nition is  about  to  be  removed  to  the  new  armory. 

On  the  following  day,  December  11,  tlie  interior  of  the  city 
hall  in  'New  Bedford  was  destroyed  by  fire.  This  also  oc- 
curred about  mid-day,  at  a  time  when  a  recount  of  ballots 
was  in  progress,  but  it  could  not  be  controlled.  Most  of  the 
record  offices  are  in  the  public  library  building,  only  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  the  Avatcr  board,  fire  department,  and  regis- 
trars of  voters  being  located  in  the  city  hall.  The  very  valua- 
ble records  of  the  overseers  were  in  a  vault,  and  those  of  tlie 
other  departments  in  safes,  and  were  uninjured.  A  room  on 
the  second  floor,  whicli  some  years  ago  was  transformed  into 
a  vault,  contained  many  old  records  which  had  been  stored 
there,  and  others,  which  for  several  years  were  unprotected, 
were  placed  there  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  July  last,  imme- 
diately after  my  visit  of  inspection.  These  were,  conse- 
quently, saved,  but  the  contents  of  the  room  in  which  they 
had  been  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  average  American  business  man  never  stops  to  con- 
sider that  fires  are  usually  the  result  of  carelessness  or  igno- 
rance, and  need  not  and  should  not  occur,  but  expects  and 
accepts  them  as  he  expects  and  accepts  taxes  and  death.  He 
complacently  sees  taxes  roll  up  to  unreasonable  proportions, 
hoping  to  escape  enough  to  pay  what  he  considers  about  his 
share.  He  insures  his  life,  and  then  lives  at  a  pace  beyond 
his  strength,  awaiting  death.  He  locates  in  some  building 
which  he  expects  will  burn,  insures  his  stock,  puts  his  ac- 
counts and  papers  in  a  vault,  to  the  construction  of  which  he 
does  not  give  a  thought,  or  in  a  safe  which  can  be  bought 
cheap.  He  acknowledges  the  fact  that  papers  may  be  secure 
from  fire  by  putting  his  stocks  and  bonds  in  a  safety  vault. 
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If  this  man  becomes  a  coimty  commissioner,  memxber  of  a 
city  government  or  board  of  selectmen  he  takes  even  less  care 
of  the  public  records  than  of  his  private  books  and  papers, 
partly  because  of  divided  responsibility,  and  partly  because 
he  undervalues  their  worth.  He  does  not  consider  that  the 
loss  of  records  cannot  be  made  good  by  money.  In  this  he 
does  not  accept  his  public  office  as  a  public  trust. 

The  law  requires  that  he  and  his  colleagues  shall  "  provide 
fireproof  rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  "  for  the  preservation  of  the 
records,  but  it  stops  just  short  of  the  means  for  compelling 
them  to  do  so.  They  are  advised  of  their  duty  by  the  com- 
missioner, and  controversy  is  apt  to  arise,  the  claim  generally 
being  made  that  the  records  are  properly  protected.  If  con- 
vinced that  action  is  necessary,  considerable  time  elapses 
before  it  is  taken.  In  the  cities  it  is  often  buried  in  com- 
mittee, and  the  succeeding  government  has  to  be  notified  and 
the  subject  commenced  anew.  If  in  cases  of  apparent  inten- 
tional delay  the  commissioner  should  attempt  indictment  the 
delay  would  probably  be  greater.  The  only  action  of  this  kind 
of  which  I  can  find  a  record  is  in  Hampden  County,  where 
in  December,  1869,  the  grand  jury  indicted  the  county  com- 
missioners for  "  unlawfully  and  contemptuously,"  from  the 
first  day  of  the  July  previous,  neglecting  "  to  provide  and 
maintain  fireproof  rooms,  with  suitable  alcoves,  cases  and 
boxes,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  or  any  of  the  records,  files, 
papers,  and  documents  belonging  to  the  registry  of  deeds  for 
said  county,"  and  "  to  provide  and  maintain  a  suitable  place 
for  the  safe  keeping  and  preservation  of  the  other  public 
records  and  of  valuable  documents  belonging  to  the  said 
county,  and  for  their  particular  security  and  preservation." 
This  indictment  was  continued  from  term  to  term  for  two 
years,  imtil  December,  1871,  when  the  district  attorney  en- 
tered a  nolle  prosequi. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  above  state  of  affairs  I  have  been 
powerless  to  prevent  conditions  which  I  knew  to  be  dangerous, 
what  has  been  accomplished  having  been  done  by  constant 
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agitation  and  nrging,  attention  being  directed  toward  the  pro- 
tection of  the  most  important  records.  In  the  numerous  fires 
occurring  since  I  commenced  this  urging  but  two  important 
record  books  have  been  lost,  though  some  unimportant  papers 
have  been,  but  there  have  been  some  narrow  escapes. 

I  have  several  times  urged  that  the  buildings  used  as  de- 
positaries of  records  should  not  contain  assembly  halls  or 
rooms  to  be  used  for  purposes  which  add  a  fire  risk.  This  is 
again  emphasized  and  brought  home  by  the  fire  in  the  Hol- 
yoke  city  hall. 

Pending  the  erection  of  a  new  city  hall  in  Springfield  the 
city  offices  are  in  a  schoolhouse  fitted  up  for  the  purpose. 
All  the  important  records  are  in  vaults.  Learning  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  part  of  the  citizens  to  repeat  the  folly  of  includ- 
ing an  assembly  hall  in  the  new  building,  I  addressed  a  letter 
to  his  honor  the  mayor  in  the  way  of  protest,  just  previous,  as 
it  happened,  to  the  fire  in  Holyoke.  -While,  perhaps,  appear- 
ing to  be  an  interference  in  a  local  matter,  this  seems  to  be 
properly  part  of  the  duty  of  the  commissioner,  who  is  to  do 
what  he  can  in  the  line  of  the  protection  of  the  records  as 
intended  by  the  statutes. 

If  the  State  docs  not  intend  that  the  counties,  cities,  and 
towms  shall  protect  their  records  as  required  by  the  statutes  let 
them  be  repealed.  If  it  does,  there  should  be  provision  for 
prompt  compliance  with  the  law  after  the  danger  to  the  rec- 
ords is  ascertained  and  pointed  out.  What  that  provision 
can  be  I  leave  to  those  better  versed  in  the  law. 

Laws  pertaining  to  Public  Recoeds. 
The  recording  officers  in  the  county,  city,  and  town  offices 
number  40G.  (This  does  not  include  the  persons  in  tlie  de- 
partments and  boards  in  the  cities  and  towns  who  are  charged 
with  the  care  of  their  respective  records. )  The  changes  among 
them  result  in  there  always  being  some  unfamiliar  watli  the 
laws,  decisions,  and  customs  pertaining  to  the  records.  The 
constant  changes  in  the  laws  also  make  it  difficult  if  not 
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almost  impossible  for  the  older  incumbents  to  keep  thoroughly 
informed.  Inquiries  are  constantly  made  of  tlie  commissioner 
concerning  the  laws,  many  of  which  could  be  answered  by 
reference  to  them,  or  by  liaving  at  hand  answers  already 
printed  and  distribut-ed.  Therefore,  as  a  help  to  the  record- 
ing officers,  I  sent  to  each  of  them  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  The 
Laws,  and  the  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys-General  relating  to 
the  Public  Records,  with  Suggestions  of  the  Commissioner." 
A  copy  of  this  is  herewith  appended  as  Api^)endix  A.^ 

PoWEPvS  OF  BuILDIjN^G  CoMMISSIO]:^EliS  OK,  Co:\£MITTEES. 

From  time  to  time  the  (piestion  of  the  building  of  a  city 
or  town  hall,  or  of  the  providing  a  safe  place  for  the  public 
records,  is,  by  a  vote  of  the  city  government  or  town,  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  commission  or  committee.  An  impression 
then  prevails  that  they  supersede  the  officials.  Sometimes  the 
committee  in  a  town  will  include  the  selectmen,  or  individual 
members  of  the  board.  Notice  to  the  selectmen  that  action 
should  be  taken  has  in  some  cases  elicited  the  reply  that  a 
committee  has  the  matter  in  charge,  and  contemplates  action 
which  may  or  may  not  coincide  Avith  the  views  of  the  select- 
men or  a  majority  of  them,  but  that  the  committee  has  full 
powers. 

The  uncertainty  w-pon  this  question,  and  the  absence  from 
the  act  for  enlarging  the  SulTolk  county  courthouse  of  any 
provisions  for  the  fireproof  protection  required  for  the  rec- 
ords under  the  general  law,  seemed  to  warrant  an  opinion 
which  should  be  a  guide  for  the  future,  both  under  general 
and  special  laws.  The  opinion  of  the  Honorable  Attorney- 
General  is  given  in  the  following  correspondence :  — 

*  In  considering;  the  advisability  of  issuing  the  above  pamphlet  I  was  led  to 
review  the  changes  among  the  recording  officers,  and  found  that  since  1889, 
when  I  assumed  the  duties  of  commissioner,  428  persons  not  now  in  office  have 
occupied  the  recording  offices. 
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Boston,  Aug.  1,  190G. 

Robert  T.  Swan,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  IO4  State 

House. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  upon  tijo 
following  questions :  — 

1.  Would  a  commission  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to 
erect  a  building  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept,  be  required 
to  provide  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  such  records  unless 
so  instructed  by  said  act  ? 

2.  Would  a  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of  a 
city  council,  or  a  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of 
a  town  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept, 
be  required  to  provide  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  such 
records  unless  so  instructed  by  said  vote? 

3.  'Would  the  erection  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  buildings 
by  commissions  or  committees  relieve  the  officers  or  boards,  county 
commissioners,  city  councils,  and  selectmen  of  their  duty  to  provide 
and  maintain  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults,  as  required  by  chap- 
ter 35,  section  18,  of  the  Revised  Laws  ? 

4.  Would  the  members  of  a  board  of  selectmen,  who  by  vote  of 
the  town  are  members  of  a  building  committee,  be  relieved  of  their 
duty  under  said  section  18,  provided  the  majority  of  such  committee 
had  failed  to  make  proper  provision  for  the  safety  of  the  records? 

Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  provides:  "Officers  or  boards  in 
charge  of  a  state  department,  county  commissioners,  city  councils 
and  selectmen  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  commonwealth,  county, 
city  or  town,  respectively,  provide  and  maintain  fireproof  rooms, 
safes  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  records  of  their 
department,  county,  city  or  town,  other  than  the  records  in  the 
custody  of  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  shall  furnish  such 
rooms  only  with  fittings  of  non-combustible  materials." 

Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  5,  provides  :  "  Each  county  except  Suffolk 
shall  provide  suitable  courthouses,  jails,  houses  of  correction,  fire- 
proof offices  and  other  necessary  public  buildings  for  the  use  of  the 
county  ;  but  the  county  of  Dukes  County  need  not  provide  a  house 
of  correction.'' 

Chapter  20,  §  7  :  "The  city  of  Boston  shall  provide  the  public 
buildings  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  pay  all 
county  charges,  except  as  hereinafter  provided." 

Chapter  1G2,  §  51  :  "  County  commissioners  shall  provide  and 
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maintain  suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  probate  courts,  ample 
fireproof  rooms  and  suitable  alcoves,  cases  and  boxes  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  all  records,  files,  papers  and  documents  which  belong 
to  the  several  registries  of  probate,  and  shall  also  provide  all  books 
which  may  be  necessary  for  keeping  the  records,  and  all  printed 
blanks  and  stationery  which  are  used  in  probate  proceedings." 

1.  I  understand  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  which  the  com- 
missioner has  especially  in  mind  is  St.  190G,  c.  534,  which  is  ''An 
Act  to  provide  for  an  enlargement  of  or  an  addition  to  the  court- 
house in  the  county  of  Suffolk." 

This  act  provides  in  its  first  section  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commission.  Its  second  section  provides  that  "Said  commission, 
acting  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  employ  an  architect 
or  architects  and  cause  to  be  prepared  plans  for  additional  court 
room  accommodations  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  by  adding  stories 
upon  the  present  building  and  providing  therein  court  rooms  and 
conveniences  appurtenant  thereto,  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
courts  and  for  the  prompt  administration  of  justice  in  said  county;" 
and  that  the  commissioners  shall  "contract  for  the  constructing, 
completing  and  furnishing  such  addition  or  enlargement  of  said 
building." 

This  act  does  not  specifically  authorize  the  providing  of  places 
for  the  storing  of  public  records.  "Court  rooms  and  conveniences 
appurtenant  thereto"  may  w^ell  be  interpreted  to  include  places  for 
the  storage  of  the  records  of  such  courts,  and  in  providing  for  such 
places  the  commission  may  provide  that  they  be  fireproof. 

The  commission  is  not,  however,  required  to  provide  fireproof 
rooms,  etc. 

From  the  application  of  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  5,  supra,  the  county 
of  Suffolk  is  expressly  excepted. 

St.  190G,  c.  534,  is,  so  far  as  an  addition  to  the  courthouse  is  con- 
cerned, a  substitute  for  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  7. 

Revised  Laws,  c.  162,  §  51,  quoted  siipra,  is  limited  in  its  applica- 
tion to  county  commissioners.  The  terms  of  Revised  Laws,  c.  35, 
§  18,  quoted  supra,  do  not  include  the  commissioners  api)ointcd 
under  the  act  of  190G. 

Statutes  dealing  with  the  same  subjects  are  to  be  read  together. 
The  statutes  above  quoted  clearly  indicate  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Legislature  that  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  be  provided  for  public 
records,  including  the  records  of  courts,  but  they  do  not,  in  my 
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opinion,  impose  upon  the  commission  in  question  an  absolute  duty 
to  furnish  such  fireproof  rooms,  etc. 

In  tlie  absence  of  any  indication  to  the  contrary,  the  principle 
of  interpretation  here  applied  would  be  applicable  in  general  to 
acts  creating  commissions  to  erect  buildings  in  which  public  records 
are  to  be  kept. 

2.  The  same  principle  is  applicable  in  the  case  of  votes  by  city 
councils  and  by  towns.  By  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  the  duty 
is  imposed  on  city  councils  to  furnish  fireproof  rooms,  etc.  The 
natural  interpretation  of  a  vote  by  a  city  council  to  erect  a  building  in 
which  public  records  should  be  kept  would  be  that  it  was  a  vote  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  this  section.  A  commission  acting 
under  such  a  vote  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  authority  to  erect  a 
building  containing  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  so  far  as  such  fireproof 
rooms,  etc.,  were  parts  of  tlie  building.  It  cannot,  however,  be  said 
that  without  definite  instructions  to  that  ell'ect  such  a  commission 
would  be  required  to  provide  for  fireproof  rooms,  etc.  A  vote  by 
a  town  empowering  a  commission  or  committee  to  erect  a  building 
in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept  would  be  interpreted  in  the 
same  way. 

3  and  4.  Clearly,  no  vote  of  city  council  or  town  could  relieve  the 
city  council  or  the  selectmen  from  the  duties  imposed  upon  them 
by  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  could,  of  course,  relieve  officers  of  duties 
imposed  upon  them  by  this  section.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion 
that  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  a  commission  to  erect  a  build- 
ing in  which  public  records  should  be  kept  would  not  by  imi)lication 
relieve  the  officers  upon  whom  the  duty  was  imposed  by  Revised 
Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  of  their  obligation.  Repeals  by  implication  are 
not  favored,  and  a  clear  intention  to  repeal  this  section  must  be 
shown  in  order  to  relieve  the  officers  upon  whom  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  is  imposed. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Dana  Malone, 

Attorney-General. 

Politics  in  the  Recokdtng  Offices. 
The  tendency  to^vard  eliminating;  politics  from  the  record- 
ing offices  would  seem  to  have  been  checked  for  the  time  being, 
if  the  last  election  is  considered.    Two  years  ago  petitions 
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for  a  change  in  the  Constitution,  whicli  would  require  that 
certain  of  the  county  officials  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  were  presented,  but  got  no  further  than  an  adverse 
report.  The  bar  associations  which  favored  them  have  made 
no  further  move  toward  legislation,  but  the  idea  has  been 
favored  by  the  press  from  time  to  time  as  individual  cases 
have  brought  the  subject  to  general  notice. 

That  there  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  the  community  in  its 
favor  is  undeniable,  and  the  last  election  shows  more  than 
ever  its  need.  There  were  more  contests  than  usual  for  the 
positions  of  recording  officers,  especially  for  the  offices  of 
registers  of  deeds,  possibly  because  the  terms  have  been  in- 
creased from  three  to  five  years.  Some  of  these  contests  were 
political,  others  personal,  and  some  were  characterized  by 
false  statements  and  acts  which  in  all  else  but  politics  w^ould 
have  been  considered  contemptible. 

A  delegate  to  one  convention  is  re^wrted  in  print  to  have 
said,  ^'  I  don^t  deny  that  the  man  holding  the  office  is  thor- 
oughly competent,  but  he  has  held  it  for  twenty-five  years  and 
I  don't  believe  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  one  man  for  life." 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  allow  the  Governor  to  continue  in 
office  a  thoroughly  competent  man,  whose  experience  and 
knowledge,  acquired  by  long  service,  make  him  an  encyclo- 
pedia of  his  office,  and  one  in  whom  every  man  and  woman 
owning  or  having  an  interest  in  real  estate,  or  property  to  be 
probated  upon,  has  confidence,  than  to  have  it  in  the  power 
of  a  few  individuals  or  party  workers  to  displace  him  and  put 
in  a  possibly  incompetent  or  dishonest  and  wholly  inexperi- 
enced one  ? 

The  returns  of  election  expenses  show  that  in  Suffolk 
County  the  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  contributed 
toward  his  election  $1,G8G.75;  the  clerk  of  the  superior  civil, 
$2,035;  and  the  clerk  of  the  superior  criminal,  $2,170.75. 
(The  clerks  of  the  municipal  civil  and  criminal  courts  escape 
these  }X3riodical  contributions  (  ?)  because  they  are  ap]X)inted 
by  the  Governor.)  The  register  of  deeds  elected  in  SnfTolk 
County,  whose  salary  is  $5,000  a  year,  expended  for  his  elec- 
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tion  $5,084.33,  -while  tlie  register  who  for  thirty-six  years 
had  filled  the  office  to  the  greatest  satisfaction  of  the  coiii- 
miinity  and  honor  to  himself,  but  was  defeated  in  a  partisan 
contest,  expended  $1,616.75  as  a  contribution  for  his  election 
to  the  office  which  he  had  been  renominated  to  fill. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  can  congratulate  themselves 
that  thus  far  these  conditions  have  not,  as  in  some  States, 
reached  the  judiciary. 

Suffolk  County  Registries  and  Couktiiouse. 

In  my  last  report  I  advised  against  the  proposed  plan  of 
putting  additional  stories  upon  the  present  courthouse,  and 
advocated  the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  the  probate  court 
and  registry,  and  the  registry  of  deeds.  This  was  in  accord 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  commission  which  studied 
the  subject  and  reported  to  the  Legislature  of  1905.  A  new 
building  w^ould  provide  an  absolutely  safe  place  for  the  rec- 
ords, which  they  have  not  now,  and  leave  room  in  the  court 
house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts.  It  would  also 
prevent  the  damage  and  danger  to  which  the  records  in  the 
registry  of  deeds  would  be  exposed  while  the  work  of  enlarge- 
ment was  in  progress  directly  above  it. 

An  act  was,  however,  passed  in  the  closing  hours  of  the 
session  of  1906  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  $700,000  to 
put  additional  stories  on  the  present  courthouse,  for  the  use 
of  the  courts  only.  The  act  makes  no  provision  for  the  num- 
ber of  stories  nor  for  accommodation  for  the  two  registries. 
The  registry  of  deeds  has  already  outgrown  its  quarters,  and 
the  registry  of  probate  can  be  accommodated  for  about  three 
more  years.  By  that  time  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Boston, 
in  their  capacity  of  county  commissioners,  whoso  duty  it  is  to 
provide  for  the  registries,  will  probably  be  called  upon  to 
perform  that  duty,  and  then  the  separate  building  may  bo 
.  erected.  Figured  on  the  basis  of  $700,000  for  additional 
stories  on  the  old  building  the  cost  of  both  schemes  is  likely 
to  be  a  considerable  sum. 
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State  Eecord  Ink  and  TyrEWEiTiNG. 
rollowing  a  custom,  in  April  I  asked  from  recording  offi- 
cers who  are  using  typewriting  upon  the  records  for  speci- 
mens of  the  writing,  that  I  might  test  them.  The  request  sent 
to  the  register  of  deeds  at  FitchLurg  came  to  the  attention  of 
a  reporter,  who,  in  a  notice  headed  State  Ink  fades,"  stated 
that  a  test  of  typewriting  on  a  document  long  exposed  by  the 
register  showed  that  the  State  ink  on  the  same  document  had 
faded  out.  Feeling  sure  that  the  latter  statement  could  not 
be  true,  Init  realizing  the  serious  importance  of  it  if  it  were, 
and  the  importance  of  contradicting  it  if  it  were  not,  I  in- 
vestigated tlie  matter,  and  submitted  the  document  to  Dr. 
Bennett  F.  Davenport,  the  well-known  medico-legal  expert, 
and  expert  examiner  of  questioned  writings.  His  report  and 
the  accompanying  photogTaph  of  the  document,  herewith  pre- 
sented, prove  that  the  State  standard  ink  did  not  fade,  but 
disappeared  as  the  paper  which  held  it  decayed,  and  that  the 
typewriting  done  with  a  carbon  ribbon  did  not  fade. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  carefully  examined  your  specimen  sheet  of 
a  form  of  warranty  deed,  signed  on  Jan.  23,  1901,  by  David  H. 
Merriam,  register  of  deeds  at  Fitchburg,  Mass.  This  in  a  frame, 
covered  by  glass,  he  then  exposed  continuously  to  the  weather 
upon  the  roof  of  the  front  porch  of  the  courthouse  until  Aug.  6, 
1903,  —  a  period  of  a  little  over  thirty  months.  During  this  time 
melting  snow  opened  the  frame  and  allowed  moisture  to  collect 
on  the  paper  that  was  exposed,  as  he  says. 

I  find  large  patches  of  the  surface  of  the  paper  of  a  light  to  a 
dark  brown  color.  The  fiber  of  the  paper  at  these  places  is  stiff, 
very  brittle,  and  evidently  far  gone  in  the  process  of  decay.  A  wide 
margin  along  the  left-hand  edge  of  the  sheet  is  covered  with  a  dark 
surface  fungous  growth  or  mold.  In  spots  the  growth  appears  to 
have  penetrated  down  into  the  fiber  of  the  paper,  raising  the  surface 
and  reducing  it  into  a  powdery  condition  when  dry,  which  is  then 
readily  removable  by  brushing  off.  In  the  accompanying  j)hoto- 
graph  such  spots  plainly  a{)[)ear  between  the  words  "David  A. 
Partridge"  and  "Norfolk  S.S."    Of  the  original  signature  the 
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"David"  is  still  readily  legible,  although  lighter  than  originally. 
The  greater  part  of  the  *'H"  can  be  seen  upon  close  inspection, 
while  the  "Merriam"  appears  to  be  utterly  gone.  The  original 
sized  surface  of  the  paper  where  it  once  was  is  also  likewise  gone. 
The  remaining  present  surface  shows  the  rough  texture  of  the 
interior  layer  of  the  paper  to  which  the  iron  containing  ink  fluid 
had  never  penetrated,  for  no  trace  of  iron  thereon  can  now  be  de- 
veloped by  the  most  delicate  chemical  reagents. 

The  fair  inference  from  the  conditions  as  I  find  them  is  that  the 
signature  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  sheet  had  been  the  location 
of  some  of  the  like,  deep-penetrating,  surface-raising  fungous  growth, 
which  when  dry  and  in  a  powdery  condition  had  been  brushed  off, 
thus  removing  bodily,  as  by  a  steel  knife  scraper,  the  surface  of  the 
paper  down  to  below  the  hn'cr  to  which  the  ink  had  penetrated. 

That  such  a  bodily  removal  of  the  surface  of  the  paper,  taking 
off  any  ink  lines  that  might  have  been  thereon,  is  a  probable  ex- 
planation is  sustained  by  the  marked  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  dotted  base  lines  appearing  just  above  and  below  this 
signature.  These  being  printed  in  printer's  carbon  ink,  which  is 
not  subject  to  any  fading  out  change,  can  have  become  thus  changed 
only  through  the  bodily  removal  of  the  carbon  ink  from  the  lighter 
lines. 

The  discoloration  which  appears  in  the  photograph  over  the 
"H.  Merriam"  portion  of  the  signature  is  due  to  the  chemical 
reagents  which  were  applied  to  develop  any  traces  of  iron  if  present. 
When  received  that  surface  was  roughened  but  not  discolored. 
The  oflicial  record  ink  which  was  used  for  the  signature  upon  this 
Byron  Weston  Co.  Linen  Record  Paper,  bearing  their  watermark 
of  1899,  appears  thus  to  have  withstood  the  decomposing  influ- 
ences to  which  it  was  exposed  fully  as  well  as  the  paper  itself,  and 
by  common  consent  there  is  no  paper  better  made. 

The  typewriting  proved  more  permanent  because  it  was  a  carbon- 
bearing  ribbon  that  was  used.  The  carbon  of  such,  as  of  printer's 
ink,  is  the  only  coloring  absolutely  free  from  change.  But,  un- 
fortunately, a  method  for  combining  free  carbon  into  a  writing  fluid 
yet  remains  to  be  discovered,  although  for  ages  sought  for.  Until 
that  discovery  is  made  a  properly  compounded  nutgalls  iron  ink 
will  probably  remain,  as  now,  the  best  substitute  therefor  as  yet 
known. 

Yours  respectfully, 
(Signed)  Bennett  F.  Davenport. 
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Stamping  Pads. 

I  am  constantly  reminded  tliat  my  attempts  to  liave  the 
records  made  with  ink  or  typewriting  which  shall  not  fade 
are  looked  npon  as  a  fad,  and  that  my  almost  annual  renewal 
of  the  subject  is  considered  useless.  I  have  condemned  the 
use  of  stamping  pads,  stating  that  the  manufacturers  have 
not  been  willing  to  claim  permanency  for  them.  The  follow- 
ing statement  confirms  my  position. 

A  town  clerk  sent  me  for  treatment  for  preservation  a  dilap- 
idated deed  to  the  town  which  it  was  desired  to  use  in  court. 
The  deed  was  dated  1790,  but  was  not  recorded  until  1884, 
as  appears  by  the  registry  stamp.  Of  the  impression  of  the 
receiving  stamp  on  the  outside  of  the  deed,  which  probably 
gave  the  name  of  the  registry  and  the  date  of  receipt,  there 
remains  the  figure  "  1  the  word  "  at  and  the  letter  "  M." 
The  figures  "  4,"  "  10.30,"  and  the  letter  "  A,"  written  with 
ink,  are  jet  black.  The  inference  can  noiv  be  drawn  that  this 
deed  was  received  on  the  14th  of  some  month,  in  some  year, 
at  10.30  A.M.,  but  in  two  or  three  years  there  will  be  nothing 
left  but  the  ink  inscription,  4,  10.30,  and  A."  Of  the  reg- 
ister's certificate  of  record  on  the  inside,  there  remains  an 
indistinct  impression  of  the  name  of  the  city  and  county 
(which  shall  be  nameless  here),  part  of  the  word  Iveceived," 
and  "  Book."  In  jet  black  ink  is  written  "  June  14,  1884," 
"9.30  A.,"  "167"  following  "Book,"  and  the  figures 
"  258,"  meaning,  of  course,  folio  258.  The  register's  signa- 
ture is  in  ink.  The  impression  of  the  stamp  is  in  purple, 
and  could  be  entirely  obliterated  by  a  few  days  of  direct  sun- 
light, and  will  fade  without  exposure  in  a  few  years. 

The  question  naturally  arises  as  to  how  valuable  the 
stamped  entries  upon  record  books  will  be  in  years  to  come, 
especially  if  pads  are  used  containing  the  notoriously  fugitive 
aniline  colors,  purple,  violet,  and  green. 
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Binding. 

In  my  report  for  1800  I  urged  the  substitution  of  canvas 
for  leather  in  binding,  and  have  frequently  renewed  the  sug- 
gestion, citing  many  instances  of  the  destruction  of  the  leather 
where  canvas,  under  the  same  exposure  from  heat,  has  been 
but  little,  if  at  all,  injured.  I  have  claimed  that  the  extra 
canvas  covering  outside  the  leather  binding,  used  in  many 
offices,  might  as  well  be  the  binding  itself,  saving  the  cost  of 
the  leather.  Moreover,  the  melted  leather  and  glue  consti- 
tutes an  element  of  danger,  as  it  forms  a  combination  similar 
in  appearance  to  coal  tar,  and  seals  the  leaves  tightly  together. 

I  have  had  no  actual  evidence  of  the  uselessness  of  leather 
under  canvas,  nor  of  the  effect  of  heat  in  an  exact  spot  upon 
canvas  and  leather,  until  it  was  presented  by  Charles  R. 
Hathaway,  Esq.,  Temporary  Examiner  of  Public  Records  of 
Connecticut,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  photographs  here 
reproduced.  Mr.  Hathaway  says :  "  The  canvas-covered 
volume  represented  in  the  photographs  is  one  of  the  volumes 
of  probate  records  belonging  to  the  probate  district  of  East 
Haddam,  and  was  the  only  volume  which  had  a  canvas  cover. 
The  books  were  kept  in  an  old  iron  safe  on  the  second  floor  of 
a  small  wooden  building,  which  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire 
in  January,  1906.  The  safe  fell  into  the  cellar,  and  landed 
face  down  in  a  bed  of  ashes.  As  soon  as  the  ruins  were  suffi- 
ciently cooled  the  safe  was  opened  and  all  the  books  taken 
out.  ISTone  of  the  records  were  destroyed  or  permanently  in- 
jured, but  the  leather  covering  was  completely  consumed  on 
every  book,  the  condition  being  the  same  as  the  cover  sho^vn 
in  the  photograph  in  which  the  canvas  has  been  removed. 
The  canvas,  as  the  photograph  shows,  was  absolutely  imin- 
jured.  The  district  was  compelled  to  rebind  every  one  of  its 
books,  a  thing  which  I  am  satisfied  would  have  been  entirely 
unnecessary  had  the  books  been  originally  bound  in  canvas 
or  moleskin." 

In  the  light  of  this  evidence  I  would  again  urge  the  use  of 
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canvas  only.  The  atmosphere  of  steam-heated  gas-lighted 
rooms,  which  takes  the  life  from  leather,  leaving  it  like  blot- 
ting paper,  will  not  perceptibly  affect  canvas. 

During  the  year  binding  of  records  has  been  continued, 
and  some  very  dilapidated  ones,  which  have  been  located  and 
placed  in  proper  custody,  have  been  preserved.  Records  have 
been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving 
Company  for  the  following  places:  Alford,  Carver,  Dart- 
mouth, Haverhill,  Ipswich,  Lancaster,  Mount  Washington, 
!Nantucket,  Norton,  Otis,  Rehoboth,  Rochester,  Scituate,  West 
[N^ewbury,  and  Wilbraham;  for  the  registry  of  probate  and 
registry  of  deeds  at  East  Cambridge,  and  the  registries  of 
deeds  at  Plymouth  and  Worcester.  Work  on  plans  has  been 
continued  for  the  registries  of  deeds  at  Plymouth,  Taunton, 
and  Worcester,  and  for  the  town  of  Plymouth. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Beverly  (births),  Dalton,  Douglas,  Ed- 
gartown,  Grafton,  Lynn,  ISTorton,  Phillipston,  Royalston, 
Sturbridge,  and  Wenham. 

The  following  have  been  published  by  the  city  of 
Boston :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Early  History  of 
Boston,  containing  Boston  Town  Records,  1796  to  1813.  (This  is 
the  Thirty-fifth  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records,  formerly 
called  Record  Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward  W.  McGlenen, 
City  Registrar.    Boston,  1905. 

Boston.  Vital  Records  of  tlie  Town  of  Dorchester,  from  1826 
to  1849.  (This  is  the  Thirty-sixth  Report  of  the  series  of  Boston 
Records,  formerly  called  Record  Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward 
W.  McGlenen,  City  Registrar.    Boston,  1905. 
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Sewer  Records. 
Section  24  of  cliapter  49  of  the  Revised  Laws  is  as  fol- 
lows ;  "  Plans  and  descriptions  of  all  main  drains  and  com- 
mon sewers  belonging  to  a  city  or  town,  with  a  true  record  of 
the  charges  of  making  and  repairing  said  drains  and  sewers, 
and  of  all  assessments  therefor,  sliall  be  kept  in  the  ofFice  of 
the  city  or  town  clerk.''  This  is  a  dead  letter  and  should  be 
repealed.  It  is  at  direct  variance  with  section  11  of  chapter 
35,  which  requires  that  every  board  in  charge  of  a  department 
or  an  office  of  a  city  or  town,  and  every  sole  officer  in  charge 
of  a  department,  shall  have  the  control  of  its  or  his  records, 
and  the  word  records  includes  plans.  The  section  also  con- 
flicts with  some  of  the  city  charters.  In  some  of  the  cities  the 
city  engineer  has  the  custody  of  all  plans,  the  sewer  depart- 
ment having  no  surveying  or  engineering  branch,  and  in  the 
towns  the  town  clerk  is  not  expected,  as 'a  matter  of  practice 
and  custom,  to  have  anything  to  do  with  such  plans,  unless  as 
he  may  have  the  care  of  a  vault  where  they  are  deposited. 

Dartmouth  Proprietors  Records. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  60  of  the 
Resolves  of  1906  five  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  proprietors 
of  Dartmouth,  which  were  in  the  Xew  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library,  have  been  placed  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the 
southern  district  of  the  county  of  Bristol.  These  were  in  the 
library  by  no  authority  of  law,  unprotected  from  fire,  in  di- 
lapidated condition,  and  inaccessible.  They  have  now  been 
bound  by  the  Emery  process,  are  safe,  contain  1,360  closely 
written  pages,  chiefly  of  layouts  of  lands,  and  are  readily 
accessible. 

As  will  appear  by  the  following  extract  from  the  records, 
and  by  notes  made  by  T.  B.  Congdon  and  Daniel  Rickotson, 
both  acknowledged  authority  on  records  of  the  locality,  the 
original  records  were  burned  in  1725,  and  these  were  made 
from  various  data.    The  Crane  referred  to  in  tlie  notes  was 
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Ebenezer  Crane,  a  noted  surveyor,  a  large  number  of  whose 
field  books  are  in  the  New  Bedford  Library.  The  printing 
of  these,  nnder  the  circumstances,  Avould  be  a  public  benefit. 

On  page  470  of  Book  No.  1  is  the  following:  "Whereas 
in  December  1725  the  proprietors  records  of  Dartmouth  being 
burnt  &  many  not  having  any  returns  therefrom  or  from 
surveyors  before  the  sd  Disaster  of  their  Just  Claims  and 
Rites  in  sd  Town  the  proprietors  of  sd  Town  to  Redress  such 
misfortiens  and  the  better  to  Enable  Just  Clames  to  maintain 
their  Rites  have  chosen  a  new  Committee,"  etc.  On  the  fly 
leaf  of  Book  No.  2  is  this  memorandum,  made  by  Mr.  Cong- 
don:  "  Book  No.  I.  was  all  written  after  the  fire.  The  earliest 
record  is  1728.  J.  B.  C."  ^'  Crane  made  no  records  except- 
ing in  his  field  book.  J.  B.  C."  On  the  same  page  Mr.  Rick- 
etson  wrote:  "  The  Records  of  the  Proprietors  prior  to  1725 
were  burnt  that  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of 
those  in  Book  I.  which  appear  to  have  been  recorded  by  Crane, 
the  surveys  were  copied  from  said  Crane's  Pocket  Memoran- 
^dums  —  of  which  there  are  a  number.   D.  R.  Jan.  11,  1857." 

The  titles  and  contents  of  the  volumes  are  as  follows :  — 

"  The  Proprietors  Book  of  Records,  No.  1.''  Records  of  lay  outs 
from  Nov.  13,  1710  (recorded  in  1728)  to  1758. 

"  The  Proprietors  Book  of  Records,  No.  2."  Records  of  lay  outs 
from  Dec.  4,  1711  (recorded  in  1728)  to  1795. 

"Dartmouth  Proprietors  Book  of  Records.  Book  No.  3." 
liecords  of  lay  outs  from  ''4th  month  1735"  (recorded  in  1795) 
to  1846. 

"Proprietors  Journal."  Copy  of  a  copy  of  a  deed  dated  Nov.  29, 
1652  from  Wasomequin  and  Wamsutta  his  son,  followed  by  mis- 
cellaneous matter  to  1719. 

"Dartmouth  Proprietors  Book  of  Meetings,  Sept.  19,  1794." 
Records  of  meetings  from  March  1,  1726  to  Nov.  19,  1821. 

At  the  end  of  book  No.  3  appears  this  pencil  memorandum : 
"  I  have  this  Tenth  day  of  November  A.D.  18G9,  at  5  o'clock 
30  min.  finished  making  a  Copy  of  the  Proprietors  Records 
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of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth.  Comprising  Books  l^o.  1,  2,  3,  4. 
Daniel  B.  Leonard.  New  Bedford  City  Clerk's  Office,  Xov. 
10th,  1869." 

This  copy,  probably  made  under  the  general  authority  given 
county  commissioners  to  have  copies  made,  is  in  the  above- 
mentioned  registry,  but  as  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  copyist 
was  sworn,  and  no  regular  attestation,  the  copy  has  no  legal 
value. 

Reiiobotii  Proprietors  Records. 
Five  volumes  of  the  dilapidated  records  of  the  proprietors 
of  Rehoboth,  which  should  have  been  deposited  with  the  town 
clerk  of  Rehoboth,  have  always  been  in  possession  of  the  de- 
scendants of  a  former  clerk.  These  have  now  been  recovered 
and  bound.  The  lands  therein  recorded  are  located  in  the 
present  to\vns  of  Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  Attleborough,  and  ISTorth 
Attleborough,  and  East  Providence,  Pawtucket,  and  Cumber- 
land, Rhode  Island.  Both  convenience  for  persons  desiring 
to  consult  them  and  safety  would  seem  to  make  it  desirable 
that  they  be  deposited  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Taunton. 
I  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  a  resolve  au- 
thorizing their  transfer,  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of 
Rochester  and  Dartmouth  proprietors  records. 

Manual  for  the  General  Court. 
The  tables  in  the  Manual  for  the  General  Court,  under  the 
heading  "  Counties,  Cities,  and  Towns  in  Massachusetts," 
prepared"  by  this  office,  are  being  changed  from  year  to  year, 
owing  to  the  investigation  and  surveys  of  the  topographical 
division  of  the  Harbor  and  Land  Commission.  The  correc- 
tion and  adjustment  of  town  lines  makes  necessary  new  legis- 
lation, which  must  be  added,  and  the  identification  of  bounds 
named  in  ancient  petitions  and  accompanying  laws  makes 
clear  matters  which  liave  been  in  doubt,  and  warrants  the 
insertion  of  the  changes  made.  Petitions  are  numerous  of 
persons  who  set  forth  that  they  were  remote  from  the  meeting 
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house  in  their  toAvn  or  parish  and  desired  to  be  set  off  with 
their  estates  to  another  parish.  Whether  action  was  taken, 
or  if  taken  what  territory  was  involved,  has  often  been  a  ques- 
tion as  far  as  the  records  showed,  but  the  investigations  have 
settled  the  questions,  and  have  shown  transfer  of  territory,  in 
some  cases  very  large  tracts  as  land  is  now  valued,  from  one 
town  to  another.  A  notable  instance,  recognized  in  the  Man- 
ual for  1907,  is  the  granting  to  Shirley  of  a  tract  of  land 
called    Stow  Leg,"  entirely  remote  from  Stow. 


The  second  volume  of  the  records  in  the  Suffolk  County 
registry  of  probate  (contemporaneous  with  the  first  vokune) 
contains  a  record  which  I  do  not  find  has  been  printed  in  any 
of  the  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  colony.  It  is  entitled 
"  A  J ournall  or  Daye  Eooke  Concerning  the  pticuler  imploy- 
ment  of  the  genall  stock  belongeinge  to  the  Compaine  of 
Adventurers  fior  a  plantacon  at  Mattachussette  Baye  in  N^ewe 
England  in  America." 

The  volume  is  one  of  the  regular  series,  and  this  record, 
together  with  the  above  and  the  regular  title,  is  entered  on 
three  unnumbered,  or  fly,  leaves.  It  is  not  included  in  the 
copy,  which  is  also  in  the  registry,  and  probably  for  these  rea- 
sons has  escaped  attention.  As  an  interesting  addition  to  the 
history  of  the  Commonwealth  it  is  herewith  appended,  as 
Appendix  B. 


Plantation  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
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LAWS. 


Revised  Laws,  Chapter  35. 
OF  THE   PUBLIC  RECORDS. 

Sections    1-4.  —  Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 
Sections  5-23.  —  Public  Records. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  RECORDS. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  a  commissioner  of  public  records,  Commissioner 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice  and  records. 

P    ,  1  Res.  1889.  103. 

consent  oi  the  council,  tor  a  term  oi  three  years,  unless  sooner  1892,  333,  §  1. 
removed  by  the  governor. 

Section  2,    He  shall  receive  from  the  commonwealth  an  Salary  and 
annual  salary  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  and  he  may  expend  1892^333,  §  2. 
not  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  annually  for  such 
travelling,  clerical  and  other  necessary  expenses  as  the  governor 
and  council  may  approve. 

Section  3.   He  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  to  put  the  Duties. 

,       „    ,  ...  ,        ,  .  ,     ^  1892.  333,  §  3. 

records  01  the  counties,  cities,  towns,  churches,  parishes  or  re-  i898,  67. 

|.    .  ...  '  ,  1  .  -ITT  [1  Op.  A.  G. 

ligious  societies  m  the  custody  and  condition  required  by  law  207.] 

and  to  secure  their  preservation,  and  for  that  purpose  he  may 

expend  from  the  amount  appropriated  for  expenses  such  amount 

as  he  considers  necessary. 

Section  4.   He  shall  annuallv,  in  January,  make  a  report  to  Report, 
^,  ,  .  ,  *  ,   .  1  .       1892. 333,  §  4. 

tiie  general  court,  with  any  recommendations  and  suggestions 

as  to  such  records. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS. 

Section  5.    In  construino;  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  and  Defimtionof 

.  piibuc  records. 

other  statutes,  the  words  "public  records"  shall,  unless  a  con-  i897,  439,  §1. 
trary  intention  clearly  appears,  mean  any  written  or  printed  amendment 
book  or  paper,  any  map  or  plan  of  the  commonwealth  or  of  any  230^^^^°^ 
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Quality  of 

{)aper  for  pub- 
ic records. 
1815,  73. 
R.  S.  14,  §  116. 
G.  S.  29.  I  1. 
P.S.37,  §  1. 
1891,  281. 
1897,  439.  §  1. 


Standard 
record  ink. 
1894,  378. 

1898,  610. 

1899,  354,  §§  2, 
3. 


Prohibition. 
1894, 378. 

1898,  610. 

1899,  354, §  1. 


Certain  appli- 
ances forbid- 
den. 

1899,  354,  §  4. 


Penalty. 
1898, 610. 
1899.  354,  §  5. 


county,  city  or  town  which  is  the  property  thereof  and  in  or  on 
which  any  entry  has  been  made  or  is  required  to  be  made  by  law, 
or  which  any  officer  or  employee  of  the  commonwealth  or  of  a 
county,  city  or  town  has  received  or  is  required  to  receive  for 
filing,  and  any  book,  paper,  record  or  copy  mentioned  in  the  six 
following  sections.  The  word  ''record"  shall,  in  this  chapter, 
mean  any  written  or  printed  book,  paper,  map  or  plan. 

Section  6.  All  matters  of  public  record  other  than  maps  and 
plans  shall  be  entered  or  recorded  on  paper  made  of  linen  rags 
and  new  cotton  clippings,  well  sized  with  animal  sizing  and  well 
finished,  and  preference  shall  be  given  to  paper  of  American 
manufacture  marked  in  water  line  with  the  name  of  the  manu- 
facturer. 

Section  7.  The  commissioner  shall  from  time  to  time  adver- 
tise for  proposals  to  furnish  the  several  departments  and  offices 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  of  the  counties,  cities  or  towns  in 
which  public  records  are  kept,  with  ink  of  a  standard,  and  upon 
conditions,  established  by  hirn,  at  such  periods  and  in  such 
quantities  as  may  be  required,  and  he  may  make  contracts 
therefor.  The  inks  so  furnished,  before  being  accepted  by  him, 
shall  be  examined  by  a  chemist  designated  by  him  and,  if  at 
any  time  any  of  said  inks  shall  be  found  inferior  to  the  estab- 
lished standard,  the  commissioner  may  cancel  the  contract  for 
furnishing  such  ink. 

Section  8.  Persons  having  the  care  or  custody  of  public 
records  in  any  department  or  office  of  the  commonwealth,  or  of 
any  county,  city  or  town,  shall  not,  except  as  provided  in  the 
following  section,  use  or  permit  to  be  used  upon  any  public 
record  written  by  them  or  under  their  direction  any  ink  except 
ink  furnished  by  the  commissioner. 

Section  9.  Such  persons  shall  not  use  or  permit  to  be  used 
upon  such  records  any  ribbon,  pad  or  other  device  used  for  print- 
ing by  typewriting  machines,  or  any  ink  contained  in  such  ribbon, 
pad  or  device,  except  such  as  has  been  approved  by  the  com- 
missioner. If  the  commissioner  finds  that  an  article  so  approvetl 
is  inferior  to  the  standard  established  by  him  he  shall  cancel  his 
approval. 

Section  10.  Whoever  violates  the  provisions  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding sections  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
fifty  dollars. 
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Section  11.  Every  board  or  commission  in  charge  of  a  de-  ^^"0^/3^  cferk. 
partment  or  office  of  the  commonwealth  or  of  a  c.oimty,  city  or  3^^^^^'  ^' 
town,  for  which  no  clerk  is  otherwise  provided  by  law,  shall 
designate  some  person  as  clerk,  wlio  shall  enter  all  its  votes, 
orders  and  proceedings  in  books  and  shall  have  the  cnstody  of 
such  books,  and  the  board  or  commission  shall  designate  an 
employee  or  employees  who  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  other 
public  records  of  such  board  or  commission.  Every  sole  officer 
in  charge  of  a  department  or  office  of  the  commonwealth  or  of  a 
county,  city  or  town  who  has  any  public  records  in  such  depart- 
ment or  office  shall  have  the  custody  thereof. 

Section  12.   Every  citv  or  town  clerk  shall  have  the  custody  Custody  of 

-  >/  ancient 

of  all  records  of  proprietors  of  towns,  townships,  plantations  or  JysTso  §  9 
common  lands,  if  the  towns,  tOAvnships,  plantations  or  common  {rs^' to'i^Vs 
lands  to  which  such  records  relate,  or  the  larger  part  thereof,  g  s  29  §§  11 
are  within  his  city  or  town  and  the  proprietors  have  ceased  to  J,^g  3^  ^^^^ 
be  a  body  politic.   The  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  clerk  of  227 
the  county  commissioners  and  city  or  town  clerks  shall  rcspec-  }^[[^'      |  |' 
lively  have  the  custody  of  all  other  public  records  of  the  com- 
monwealth or  of  the  county,  city  or  town  of  which  he  is  clerk,  if 
no  other  disposition  of  such  records  is  made  by  law  or  ordinance, 
and  shall  certify  copies  thereof. 

Section  13.  If  a  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly  ^l^^^^^ 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  any  similar  }|^^'  ^g^'  1 1- 
body  of  persons  w^ho  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  religious  meetings,  shall  cease  for  the  term  of 
two  years  to  hold  such  meetings,  the  persons  having  the  care  of 
any  records  or  registries  of  such  body,  or  of  any  officers  thereof, 
shall  deliver  all  such  records,  except  records  essential  to  the  con- 
trol of  any  property  or  trust  funds  belonging  to  such  body,  to  the 
clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  body  is  situated  and 
such  clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof.  If  any  such  body,  the 
records  or  registries  of  which,  or  of  any  officers  of  which,  have 
been  so  delivered,  shall  resume  meetings  under  its  former  name 
or  shall  be  legally  incorporated,  either  alone  or  with  a  similar 
body,  the  clerk  of  such  city  or  town  shall,  upon  demand  in 
writing  by  a  person  duly  authorized,  deliver  such  records  or 
registries  to  him  if  he  shall  in  writing  certify  that  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief  said  meetings  are  to  be  continued  or 
such  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed.    The  superior 
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court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  equity  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  this  section. 

Preservation  SECTION  14.  Every  Original  paper  belonging  to  the  files  of  the 
1894,^350,  §§  1,  commonwealth,  or  of  any  county,  city  or  town,  bearing  date 
1897,  439,  §  4.  earlier  than  the  year  eighteen  hundred,  every  book  of  registry . 

or  record,  every  deed  to  the  commonwealth  or  to  any  county, 
city  or  town,  every  report  of  an  agent,  officer  or  committee 
relative  to  bridges.,  highways,  streets,  town  ways,  sewers  or  other 
state,  county  or  municipal  interests  or  matters  which  are  not 
required  to  be  recorded  in  a  book,  and  are  not  so  recorded, 
shall  be  preserved  and  safely  kept,  and  every  other  paper  be- 
longing to  such  files  shall  be  kept  for  seven  years  after  the  latest 
original  entry  therein  or  thereon,  unless  otherwise  provided  by 
law;  and  no  such  paper  shall  be  destroyed  without  the  written 
approval  of  the  commissioner  of  public  records. 

Copies  of  Section  15.    County  commissioners,  city  councils  and  select- 

records.  '         P  1       c  ...  » 

1867, 84,  §§  1,  men  may  cause  copies  or  records  or  counties,  cities  or  towns,  oi 
G.  S.  29,  §§5,  town  proprietaries,  of  proprietors  of  plantations,  townships  or 
1865,265.       common  lands,  relative  to  land  situated  in  their  countv,  city  or 

1874  162  '  o 

-     S-'37,  §§  6,   town  or  of  easements  relating  thereto,  to  be  made  for  their  county, 
1887, 202,  §1.  city  or  town,  whether  such  records  arc  within  or  without  the 

1897  439  5  5 

commonwealth.  City  councils  and  selectmen  may  also  cause 
copies  to  be  made  of  the  records  of  births,  baptisms,  marriages 
and  deaths  which  are  kept  by  a  church  or  parish  which  is  in 
their  city  or  town. 

Preservation  Section  16.  Every  person  who  has  the  custody  of  any  public 
records.         I'ccord  books  of  a  county,  city  or  town  shall,  at  its  expense,  cause 

1S51  161  §§  2  */        «/  ^  1 

6.  '  '  '  them  to  be  properly  and  substantially  bound.  He  shall  have  any 
2.  ^ ^  such  books,  which  may  have  been  left  incomplete,  made  up  and 

7,  ' 8.*  '  '  completed  from  the  files  and  usual  memoranda,  so  far  as  prac- 
7,* 8.'    '      '    ticable.    He  shall  cause  fair  and  leo;ible  copies  to  be  seasonably 

1897.439,  §§  6,         ,       -  ,      i        i  ■  ,  -i       i  i 

^10  AG  ^^^^  ^'^y  books  winch  are  worn,  mutilated  or  are  becoming 
484.f*  '  '     illegible,  and  cause  them  to  be  repaired,  rebound  or  renovated. 

He  may  cause  any  such  books  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
commissioner  of  public  records,  who  may  have  them  repaired, 
renovated  or  rebound  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  city  or  town 
to  which  they  belong.  Whoever  causes  such  books  to  be  so  com- 
pleted or  copied  shall  attest  them,  and  shall  certify,  under  oath, 
that  they  have  been  made  from  such  files  and  memoranda  or  are 
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copies  of  the  original  boolss.   Such  boolcs  shall  then  have  the 
force  of  the  original  records. 

Section  17.  Every  person  who  has  the  custody  of  any  public  g^f-Q^ 
records  shall,  at  reasonable  times,  permit  them  to  be  inspected 
and  examined  by  any  person,  under  his  supervision,  and  shall  g.  s.  29, 1 10. 
furnish  copies  thereof  on  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  fee.    In  i897,  439,  §  7. 
cities  and  towns  such  inspection  and  furnishing  of  copies  may  be 
regulated  by  ordinance  or  by-law. 

Section  18.   Officers  or  boards  in  charge  of  a  state  depart-  ^^^^{11°^^ 
ment,  county  commissioners,  city  councils  and  selectmen  shall,  J^n,  ig5^ 
at  the  expense  of  the  commonwealth,  county,  city  or  town,  issi,  igi,  §§  1, 
respectively,  provide  and  maintain  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  q'^^'29'^§|  3*4 
vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  pubhc  records  of  their  depart-  f,^97^/^|^§'^io 
ment,  county,  city  or  town,  other  than  the  records  in  the  custody 
of  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  shall  furnish  such  rooms 
only  with  fittings  of  non-combustible  materials. 

Section  19.   All  such  records  shall  be  kept  in  the  rooms  in  A^rranpcement 
which  they  are  ordinarily  used,  and  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  reference.  ^ 
conveniently  examined  and  referred  to.   When  not  in  use,  they 
shall  be  kept  in  the  fireproof  rooms,  vaults  or  safes  provided  for 
them. 

Section  20.    Whoever  is  entitled  by  law  to  the  custody  of 
public  records  shall  demand  the  same  from  any  person  in  whose  igg^/^lgg  §  9 
possession  they  may  be,  and  he  shall  forthwith  deliver  the  same 
to  him. 

Section  21.   Whoever  has  the  custody  of  any  public  records  Surrender  of 

in  1  .      .  „  ,  .  (.     ro  t  records  by  re- 

snall,  upon  the  expiration  ot  his  term  01  oiiice,  employment  or  tiring  officer, 
authority,  deliver  over  to  his  successor  all  such  records  which  he  1S97!  439^  §  11. 
is  not  authorized  by  law  to  retain,  and  shall  make  oath  that  he 
has  so  delivered  them,  according  as  they  are  the  records  of  the 
commonwealth  or  of  a  county,  city  or  town,  before  the  secretary 
of  the  commonw^ealth,  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners 
or  the  city  or  town  clerk,  who  shall,  respectively,  make  a  record  of 
such  oath. 

Section  22.  Whoever  unlawfully  keeps  in  his  possession  any  fgjf'i'ei*  4 
public  record  or  removes  the  same  from  the  room  in  which  it  is    Ji^^^  ,  „ 

1857,  97,  §  Z. 

usually  kept,  or  alters,  defaces,  mutilates  or  destroys  any  pubHc     |.  29,  §  13. 
record  or  violates  any  provision  of  this  cliapter  shall,  for  each  j89o,  392.  ^ 
offence,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  nor  more 
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than  five  hundred  dollars.  A  public  officer  v;ho  refuses  or  neg- 
lects to  perform  any  duty  required  of  him  by  this  chapter  shall, 
for  each  month  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  be  punished  by  a  fine 
of  not  more  than  twenty  dollars. 
5iuin°if^^^'^'  Section  23.  The  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall  not  apply 
1897*439  §  13  Tccords  of  the  general  court.    [The  provisions  of  sections 

five  and  seventeen  of  this  chapter  shall  not  apply  to  declarations, 
affidavits  and  other  papers  filed  by  claimants  in  the  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  state  aid  and  pensions;  nor  to  any  records  kept 
by  said  commissioner  for  use  for  reference  by  the  officials  of  his 
department.]  * 

Revised  Laws,  Chapter  162. 

rooms  for™^'  SECTION  51.  County  Commissioners  shall  provide  and  main- 
to°be1)rov?ded  Suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  probate  courts,  ample  fire- 
1^23, 141,^ M.  proof  rooms  and  suitable  alcoves,  cases  and  boxes  for  the  safe 
?872'  125  ^  keeping  of  all  records,  files,  papers  and  documents  which  belong 
¥"^8  lit  i  42  several  registries  of  probate,  and  shall  also  provide  all 

books  which  may  be  necessary  for  keeping  the  records,  and  all 
printed  blanks  and  stationery  which  are  used  in  probate  pro- 
ceedings. 

1176^234^72  Section  52.  If  in  the  opinion  of  a  justice  of  the  supreme 
P.  s.  156,  §  43.  judicial  court  the  fireproof  rooms  provided  under  the  preceding 
section  are  insufficient,  he  shall,  upon  application  of  the  judge  or 
register  of  probate  of  the  county,  certify  the  need  of  additional 
accommodations  to  the  county  commissioners  of  such  county, 
and  they  shall  forthwith  provide  such  additional  fireproof  rooms 
and  other  accommodations  as  may  be  necessary. 


Custody  of 
certain  public 
records  of 
Norfolk 
county. 


Custody  of 
certain  public 
records. 


Acts  Of  1902,  Chapter  311. 

Section  1.  All  pubhc  records  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  prior 
to  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-one  which  shall  be  found 
within  the  Commonwealth,  except  those  now  in  the  registry  of 
deeds  for  the  southern  district  of  Essex  county,  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  in  Essex  county. 

Section  2.  Any  public  records,  except  those  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  section,  deposited  elsewhere  than  in  the  office  i" 


*  Amendment,  chapter  177  of  the  Acts  of  1903. 
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the  county,  city  or  town  to  which  they  respectively  originally 
belonged,  shall  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  person  having  the 
custody  of  similar  records  in  such  original  county,  city  or  town. 
But  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  records  of  the  town  of 
Adams  deposited  in  North  Adams,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  one  hundred  and  forty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

Section  3.   Whoever  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  is  to  be-  Certain  per- 
come  the  custodian  of  any  of  the  records  mentioned  in  this  act  records  upon^'^ 
shall  demand  the  same  from  any  person  in  whose  possession 
they  may  be,  and  such  person  shall  forthwith  deliver  the  same 
to  him. 

Section  4.   Whoever  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty  Penalty, 
required  of  him  by  this  act  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  twenty  dollars. 
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OPINIONS. 


Boston,  June  4,  1890. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Q.  A.  Brackett,  Governor. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  yours  of  the  2d  instant,  asking 
my  opinion  on  the  question,  *'Can  city  governments  and  selectmen  erect 
brick  vaults  in  the  place  of  fireproof  safes,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
37,  section  4,  of  the  Public  Statutes?" 

The  language  of  the  section  is:  ''City  governments  and  selectmen  shall 
provide,  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  ciiics  and  towns,  fireproof  safes 
of  ample  size  for  the  preservation  of  books  of  record  or  registry,  and  other 
important  documents  or  papers  belonging  to  such  cities  and  towns;  and 
the  clerk  of  each  city  and  town  shall  keep  in  the  safe  so  provided  all  such 
books,  papers,  and  documents  at  all  times  except  when  they  are  wanted  for 
use." 

A  brick  vault,  properly  constructed,  in  my  opinion  would  be  a  fireproof 
safe.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  safe  should  be  an  iron  safe.  The  provisions 
of  the  law  would  be  answered  if  a  properly  constructed  fireproof  brick  vault, 
or  fireproof  iron  safe,  should  be  provided. 

The  law  is  that  the  "  city  governments  and  the  selectmen  shall  provide  at 
the  expense  of  their  respective  cities  and  towns." 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  city  governments  and  the  selectmen  of  towns  to  provide 
the  fireproof  safes,  as  the  law  provides,  regardless  of  the  question  whether 
a  city  or  town  has  or  will  refuse  to  appropriate  money  to  pay  for  them.  The 
expense  of  the  safes  would  be  a  valid  claim  against  the  cities  and  towns,  and 
the  collection  thereof  from  the  cities  and  towns  could  be  enforced  by  law. 
It  Tvould  be  their  duty  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  such  expenses, 
and  it  may  be,  though  of  this  I  am  not  certain,  that,  after  the  expense  had 
been  incurred,  an  indictment  under  section  16  of  said  chapter  would  lie 
against  a  city  or  town  for  a  refusal  or  neglect  to  perform  such  duty.  The 
city  government  and  selectmen  of  towns,  I  think,  might  be  subject  to  in- 
dictment for  a  non-performance  of  their  duties,  and  could  also  be  by  man- 
damus, or  some  other  suitable  process,  compelled  specifically  to  discharge 
their  duties  and  provide  the  safes. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  J.  Waterman, 

•  Attorney-General, 
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Public  Records.  —  Church  Records. 

[Opinions  Attorney-General,  Vol.  1,  p.  207.] 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  has  no  authority  to  require  the  records  of  existing 
churches,  parishes,  or  religious  societies  to  be  kept  with  the  same  safety  required  in 
the  case  of  city,  count}',  or  town  records. 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  your  letter  of  February  6,  asking  my 
opinion  as  to  whether,  under  St.  1892,  c.  333,  §  3,  you  have  any  authority  to 
require  that  the  records  of  existing  churches,  parishes,  or  religious  societies 
shall  be  kept  with  the  same  safety  required  for  county,  city,  or  town  records. 

It  is' your  duty  under  the  said  act  of  1892  "to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
necessary  to  put  the  public  records  of  the  counties,  cities,  towns,  churches, 
parishes,  or  religious  societies  of  the  Coinmonwealth  in  the  custody  and 
condition  contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relating  to  said  records,  and  to 
secure  their  preservation." 

The  laws  relating  to  the  preservation,  condition,  and  custody  of  the  public 
records  of  the  Commonwealth  are  embraced  in  Pub.  Sts.,  c.  37,  and  the 
various  amendments  thereto.  These  acts,  with  the  exception  of  Pub.  Sts., 
c.  37,  §  15,  are  all  limited,  as  regards  this  question,  to  the  custody  and  pres- 
ervation of  the  records  of  counties,  towns,  and  cities.  The  only  instance 
where  legal  provision  is  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  a.  church 
or  religious  society  occurs  in  said  section  15,  which  provides,  in  the  case  of  a 
church  or  religious  society  ceasing  to  have  a  legal  existence,  and  when  the 
care  of  its  records  and  registries  is  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  that 
the  person  having  possession  of  such  records  or  registries  shall  deliver  them 
to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  said  church  or  society  was  situated. 

In  the  case,  therefore,  of  an  existing  church,  parish,  or  religious  society, 
there  is  no  legal  provision  regulating  the  preservation  of  its  records.  And, 
although  it  may  be  true  that  in  many  cases  the  earliest  records  concerning 
the  town  in  question  are  embraced  within  the  records  of  some  church, 
parish,  or  religious  society,  it  cannot  be  said  that  this  would  make  a  record 
belonging  to  such  a  body  the  record  of  a  town  or  city  within  the  meaning  of 
the  words  of  the  statutes.  The  words  "records  of  the  counties,  cities,  or 
towns,"  as  used  in  the  statutes,  mean  the  records  owned  by  such  bodies, 
and  cannot  include  the  records  concerning  the  towns  in  question,  however 
valuable  they  may  be  from  some  historical  point  of  view,  which  belong  to 
another  corporate  body  not  included  in  the  words  "counties,  cities,  or 
towns." 

It  is  your  duty,  therefore,  in  the  case  of  the  records  of  churches,  parishes, 
or  religious  societies  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  see  that  such  records  shall 
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be  kept  in  the  custody  and  condition  contemplated  by  the  various  laws 
relating  to  churches,  parishes,  or  religious  societies;  and  you  cannot  require 
the  records  of  these  bodies  to  be  kept  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  counties, 
cities,  or  towns.  If  such  a  course  be  desirable,  your  only  remedy  is  to  secure 
adequate  legislation. 

It  might  be  claimed,  under  the  authority  of  the  words  "and  to  secure  their 
preservation,"  in  section  3  quoted  above,  that  you  were  given  the  power  in 
question.  The  clause  is  ambiguous,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  it  should 
not  be  read  as  meaning  that  you  were  to  secure  their  preservation  in  the 
manner  contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relating  to  records.  But,  however 
this  question  may  be  answ^ered,  I  do  not  think  that  this  clause  is  sufficient 
to  give  you  authority  to  require  that  the  records  of  churches,  parishes,  or 
religious  societies  should  be  kept  with  the  same  safety  required  by  the 
statutes  in  case  of  county,  city,  or  town  records. 

Public   Records.  —  Town   Documents.  —  Warrants    for  holding 

Town  Meetings. 

[Opinions  Attorney-General,  Vol.  1,  p.  325.] 

St.  1894,  c.  356,  requiring  the  preservation  of  certain  town  documents  for  several  years 
only,  does  not  apply  to  warrants  for  the  holding  of  town  meetings.  Such  warrants 
should  be  permanently  preserved. 

Your  letter  of  April  5  requests  my  opinion  upon  the  question  whether, 
under  St.  1894,  c.  356,  town  clerks  are  required  to  preserve  warrants  for 
town  meetings  longer  than  seven  years. 

Section  1  provides  that  certain  documents  shall' not  be  destroyed,  to  wit, 
(1)  books  of  record  or  registry;  (2)  original  papers  dated  earlier  than  the 
year  1800;  (3)  deeds;  and  (4)  reports  of  '^any  town  officer  or  committee  of 
any  county,  city,  or  town  relating  to  bridges,  highways,  streets,  town  ways, 
sewers,  or  other  county  or  municipal  interests  or  matters."  It  is  obvious 
that  town  warrants  are  not  included  within  the  provisions  of  this  section. 
Section  2  prohibits  the  destruction  of  any  other  paper  belonging  to  the  files 
of  the  town  until  after  seven  years.  In  answering  your  question  literally, 
therefore,  it  is  plain  that  under  the  provisions  of  this  statute  town  warrants 
need  not  be  kept  longer  than  seven  years. 

But  I  do  not  regard  this  statute  as  intended  to  be  comprehensive  of  all 
the  duties  of  the  town  officers  relating  to  the  preservation  of  documents.  It 
prohibits  the  destruction  of  certain  documents  within  seven  years,  and  is  not 
intended  to  require  or  permit  such  destruction,  even  at  the  end  of  seven  years, 
if  for  any  reason,  they  should  be  preserved. 
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The  warrant  for  the  town  meeting,  and  the  return  of  service  of  it,  are  es- 
sential to  give  validity  to  the  proceedings  of  town  meetings.  If  there  is  no 
warrant,  or  it  is  improperly  or  insufficiently  served,  the  title  of  the  officers 
chosen  at  the  meeting  may  be  directly,  and  in  some  cases,  perhaps,  collat- 
erally, impeached.  Most  proceedings  become  of  little  importance  after  the 
expiration  of  the  year,  but  some  may  be  questioned  even  after  the  expiration 
of  seven  years;  as,  for  example,  town  by-laws  or  long  time  loans.  In  such 
cases,  the  warrant  and  its  service  may  at  any  time  become  of  vital  impor- 
tance. It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  statute  requiring  preservation  of 
town  documents  for  seven  years  has  no  application  to  town  meeting  warrants; 
and  that  they  should  be  permanently  preserved.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
recording  of  the  warrant,  and  of  the  return  of  service  upon  it,  sufficiently 
preserves  the  evidence  essential  to  show  the  validity  of  the  meeting.  There 
is  no  statute,  however,  requiring  the  clerk  to  record  the  warrant;  and, 
although  the  record  when  made  has  been  accepted  by  the  courts  as  evidence 
of  the  contents  of  the  warrant  and  the  maimer  of  its  service  (Commonwealth 
V.  Sullivan  et  a!.,  165  Mass.  183),  it  is  not  entirely  certain  that  if  the  question 
were  directly  raised  the  record  of  the  clerk  would  be  competent  evidence  of 
the  contents  of  the  warrant  or  of  the  service  of  it. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  safer  course  for  town  clerks  to  follow  the  practice  of 
private  corporations  in  recording  the  call  for  the  meeting  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting  itself;  but  the  warrant  itself  is,  nevertheless,  the  best 
evidence,  and  should  be  preserved. 

Public  Records.  —  Repair.  —  Expense. 

[Opinions  Attorney-General,  Vol.  1,  p.  484.] 

St.  1897,  c.  439,  §  6,  requires  every  person  having  the  custody  of  the  public  records  of  a 
county,  city,  or  town  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  such  county,  city,  or  town  must 
bear  the  expense,  whether  it  has  appropriated  money  for  that  purpose  or  not. 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  7th,  inquiring  whether,  under  St.  1897,  c.  439, 
§  6,  any  person  having  the  custody  of  any  public  records  can  lawfully  incur 
expense  which  a  county,  city,  or  town  will  be  obHged  to  pay,  unless  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  has  previously  been  made  by  the  county,  city, 
or  town. 

The  statute  in  question  provides  that  "Every  person  having  the  custody 
of  any  public  records  of  a  county,  city,  or  town,  consisting  of  written  or 
printed  books,  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  city,  or  town,  have  all 
such  books  properly  and  substantially  bound,"  etc.  Tiiis  statute  makes  the 
duty  of  the  custodian  imperative,  whether  an  appropriation  is  made  by  the 
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county,  city,  or  town,  or  not,  and  even  if  no  such  appropriation  be  made. 
He  must  obey  the  hiw.  Faihire  to  porfonn  this  duty  by  him  is  punishable 
under  the  provisions  of  section  12  of  the  same  act. 

The  liabihty  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  for  the  expense  so  incurred  does 
not  arise  from  any  act  of  the  corporation  itself,  but  exists  by  virtue  of  the 
statute  provision.  It  is  plainly  the  duty  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  purpose  specified  in  tlie  act;  but  if  it  fails  to  perform 
its  duty  it  does  not  thereby  escape  its  liability  therefor. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Office  of  the  Attorney-General,  Boston,  July  8,  1904. 

Robert  T.  Swan,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  communication  of  June  2  in  which  you  submit 
for  my  consideration  the  following  question :  — 

"Are  cancelled  promissory  notes,  receipted  bills  and  vouchers  of  various 
kinds,  showing  payment  and  receipt  of  money,  included  among  the  })apers 
'belonging  to  the  files'  mentioned  in  chapter  35,  section  14,  of  the  Revised 
Laws?" 

I  assume  that  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  inquiry  relate  to  property  or 
administrative  affairs  of  the  (Commonwealth,  or  of  a  county,  city  or  town, 
and  are  in  the  custody  of  duly  authorized  public  officials  representing  the 
Commonwealth  or  the  several  counties,  cities  or  towns. 

Section  14,  referred  to  in  the  question  of  the  commissioner,  is  as  follows  :  — 

Every  original  paper  belonging  to  the  files  of  the  commonwealth,  or  of  any 
county,  city  or  town,  bearing  date  earlier  than  the  year  eighteen  hundred,  every 
book  of  registry  or  record,  every  deed  to  the  commonwealth  or  to  any  county, 
city  or  town,  every  report  of  an  agent,  officer  or  committee  relative  to  bridges, 
highways,  streets,  town  ways,  sewers  or  other  state,  county  or  municipal  interests 
or  matters  which  are  not  required  to  be  recorded  in  a  book,  and  are  not  so  re- 
corded, shall  be  preserved  and  safely  kept,  and  every  other  paper  belonging  to 
such  files  shall  be  kept  for  seven  years  after  the  latest  original  entry  therein  or 
thereon,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law;  and  no  such  paper  shall  be  destroyed 
without  the  witten  approval  of  the  commissioner  of  public  records. 

This  latter  section,  which  is  a  re-enactment  of  St.  1904,  cliapter  356,  must 
be  construed  to  require  that  every  paper  belonging  to  the  files  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  of  any  county,  city  or  town,  shall  be  retained  for  at  least 
seven  years,  unless  other  provision  is  mode  by  law,  and  that  certain  specified 
papers  and  records  shall  not  be  destroyed  at  all. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  promissory  notes,  receipted  bills  and  vouchers  arc 
properly  papers  belonging  to  the  files,  and  are  therefore  required  to  be  j)re- 
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served  for  seven  years.  While  it  is  true  that  such  papers  are  not  in  the 
majority  of  cases  required  by  law  to  be  filed  within  the  meaning  of  Revised 
Laws,  chapter  35,  section  5,  which  defines  public  records,  and  are  not 
necessarily  preserved  for  the  reason  that  they  are  public  records,  they  are, 
nevertheless,  papers  belonging  to  the  files,  and  their  preservation  is  required 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  or  may  be  of  importance  as  evidence  in  the  event 
of  actions  brought  against  the  Commonwealth,  or  any  county,  city  or  town, 
upon  the  matters  to  which  they  relate.  They  are,  in  fact,  private  records 
of  the  departments  by  which  they  are  kept,  and  as  such  are  an  essential 
part  of  the  files  of  such  department.  Their  filing  is  required  not  by  express 
provision  of  law  but  by  the  necessity  for  their  preservation  for  the  purposes 
of  evidence. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  your  question  must  be  answered 
in  the  affirmative. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Herbert  Parker, 

Attorney-General. 

Boston,  Aug.  1,  1906. 
Robert  T.  Swan,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  IO4  State  House. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  upon  the  following 
questions :  — 

L  Would  a  commission  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  erect  a 
building  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept,  be  required  to  provide 
fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  such  records  unless  so  instructed  by 
said  act? 

2.  Would  a  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of  a  city  council, 
or  a  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of  a  town  to  erect  a 
building  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept,  be  required  to  provide 
fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  such  records  unless  so  instructed  by 
said  vote? 

3.  Would  the  erection  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  buildings  by  com- 
missions or  committees  relieve  the  officers  or  boards,  county  commissioners, 
city  councils,  and  selectmen  of  their  duty  to  provide  and  maintain  fireproof 
rooms,  safes  or  vaults,  as  required  by  chapter  35,  section  18,  of  the  Revised 
Laws? 

4.  Would  the  members  of  a  board  of  selectmen,  who  by  vote  of  the  town 
are  members  of  a  building  committee,  be  relieved  of  their  duty  under  said 
section  18,  provided  the  majority  of  such  committee  had  failed  to  make 
proper  provision  for  the  safety  of  the  records? 
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Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  provides:  ''Officers  or  boards  in  charge  of  a 
state  department,  county  commissioners,  city  councils  and  selectmen  shall, 
at  the  expense  of  the  commonwealth,  county,  city  or  town,  respectively, 
provide  and  maintain  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  public  records  of  their  department,  county,  city  or  town,  other  than 
the  records  in  the  custody  of  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  shall  furnish 
such  rooms  only  with  fittings  of  non-combustible  materials." 

Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  5,  provides:  "Each  county  except  Suffolk  shall 
provide  suitable  court  houses,  jails,  houses  of  correction,  fireproof  offices 
and  other  necessary  public  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  county;  but  the 
county  of  Dukes  County  need  not  provide  a  house  of  correction." 

Chapter  20,  §  7:  "The  city  of  Boston  shall  provide  the  public  buildings 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  pay  all  county  charges, 
except  as  hereinafter  provided." 

Chapter  162,  §  51:  "County  commissioners  shall  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  probate  courts,  ample  fireproof  rooms  and 
suitable  alcoves,  cases  and  boxes  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  records,  files, 
papers  and  documents  which  belong  to  the  several  registries  of  probate,  and 
shall  also  provide  all  books  which  may  be  necessary  for  keeping  the  records, 
and  all  printed  blanks  and  stationery  which  are  used  in  probate  proceedings." 

1.  I  understand  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  which  the  commissioner 
has  especially  in  mind  is  St.  1906,  c.  534,  which  is  "An  Act  to  provide  for  an 
enlargement  of  or  an  addition  to  the  court  house  in  the  county  of  Sufl'olk." 

This  act  provides  in  its  first  section  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission. 
Its  second  section  provides  that  "Said  commission,  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth,  shall  employ  an  architect  or  architects  and  cause  to  be 
prepared  plans  for  additional  court  room  accommodations  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  by  adding  stories  upon  the  present  building  and  providing  therein 
court  rooms  and  conveniences  appurtenant  thereto,  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  courts  and  for  the  prompt  administration  of  justice  in  said  county  " 
and  that  the  commissioners  shall  "contract  for  the  constructing,  completing 
and  furnishing  such  addition  or  enlargement  of  said  building." 

This  act  does  not  specifically  authorize  the  providing  of  places  for  the 
storing  of  public  records.  "Court  rooms  and  conveniences  appurtenant 
thereto"  may  well  be  interpreted  to  include  places  for  the  storage  of  the 
records  of  such  courts,  and  in  providing  for  such  places  the  commission  may 
provide  that  they  be  fireproof. 

The  commission  is  not,  however,  required  to  provide  fireproof  rooms,  etc. 

From  the  application  of  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  5,  supra,  the  county  of 
Suffolk  is  expressly  excepted. 
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St.  1906,  c.  534,  is,  so  far  as  an  addition  to  the  courthouse  is  concerned, 
a  substitute  for  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  7. 

Revised  Laws,  c.  162,  §  51,  quoted  supra,  is  limited  in  its  application  to 
county  commissioners.  The  terms  of  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  quoted 
mpra,  do  not  include  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  1906. 

Statutes  dealing  with  the  same  subjects  are  to  be  read  together.  The 
statutes  above  quoted  clearly  indicate  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Legis- 
lature that  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  be  provided  for  public  records,  including 
the  records  of  courts,  but  they  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  impose  upon  the  com- 
mission in  question  an  absolute  duty  to  furnish  such  fireproof  rooms,  etc. 

In  the  absence  of  any  indication  to  the  contrary,  the  principle  of  interpre- 
tation here  applied  would  be  applicable  in  general  to  acts  creating  commis- 
sions to  erect  buildings  in  which  public  records  are  to  be  kept. 

2.  The  same  principle  is  applicable  in  the  case  of  votes  by  city  councils 
and  by  towns.  By  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  the  duty  is  imposed  on  city 
councils  to  furnish  fireproof  rooms,  etc.  The  natural  interpretation  of  a 
vote  by  a  city  council  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public  records  should  be 
kept  would  be  that  it  was  a  vote  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  this 
section.  A  commission  acting  under  such  a  vote  would,  in  my  opinion, 
have  authority  to  erect  a  building  containing  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  so  far  as 
such  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  were  parts  of  the  building.  It  cannot,  however, 
be  said  that  without  definite  instructions  to  that  effect  such  a  commission 
would  be  required  to  provide  for  fireproof  rooms,  etc.  A  vote  by  a  town 
empowering  a  commission  or  committee  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public 
records  were  to  be  kept  would  be  interpreted  in  the  same  way. 

3  and  4.  Clearly,  no  vote  of  city  council  or  town  could  relieve  the  city 
council  or  the  selectmen  from  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  Revised 
Laws,  c.  35,  §  18. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  could,  of  course,  reheve  officers  of  duties  imposed 
upon  them  by  this  section.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  passage  of 
an  act  authorizing  a  commission  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public  records 
should  be  kept  would  not  by  implication  relieve  the  officers  upon  whom  the 
duty  was  imposed  by  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  of  their  obhgation.  Repeals 
by  implication  are  not  favored,  and  a  clear  intention  to  repeal  this  section 
must  be  shown  in  order  to  relieve  the  officers  upon  whom  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  is  imposed. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Dana  Malone, 

Aitorney-Gcneral. 


42 


PUBLIC  RECORDS. 


[Jan. 


CIRCULARS. 


Copy  of  Circular. 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  much  ignorance  upon  the  subject  of 
dates  among  persons  having  the  custody  of  ancient  records,  and  of  others 
who  have  copied,  bound,  or  consuUed  them.  Many  serious  errors  have  re- 
sulted, especially  where  copyists  have  undertaken  to  correct  what  they 
thought  to  be  errors,  or  to  solve  doubts.  Many  town  histories  contain  wrong 
dates,  especially  concerning  legislation. 

To  pr-event,  as  far  as  possible,  further  errors,  it  has  seemed  well  to  place 
the  following  statement  before  the  recording  officers,  although  it  will  reach 
many  familiar  with  the  subject. 

Until  1752,  when  Parliament  fixed  January  1  as  the  connnencement  of 
the  legal  year,  it  commenced  with  March  25  (the  Feast  of  the  Annunciation), 
and  the  custom  was  quite  general  of  caUing  a  month  by  its  number  rather 
than  its  name.   The  months  were  numbered  as  follows :  — 


March,  .  .  .1 

April,  .  .  .2 

May,  .  .  .3 

June,  .  .  .4 


July,  .  .5 

August,  .  .  6 

September,  .  7 

October,  .  .  8 


November,  .  .  9 

December,  .  10 

January,  .  .  11 

February,  .  .  12 


Under  this  plan  the  following  forms  of  entry  were  common:  10,  7th  mo. 
1641;  10;  7:  1G41;  10,  7ber,  1641,  —  meaning  September  10,  1641. 

The  legal  year,  until  and  including  1751,  commenced  with  March  25; 
the  year  1752  with  January  1.  Prior  to  1752,  as  the  legal  year  did  not  ter- 
minate until  March  24,  it  was  often  the  custom  to  continue  the  figures  belong- 
ing to  the  months  of  the  chronological  year  from  March  25  to  December  31 
inclusive,  through  January,  February,  and  March  to  the  25th,  of  the  next 
legal  year.  To  illustrate:  Following  the  date  December  31,  1641  will  be 
found  entries  in  regular  succession  dated  January  1641,  February  1641,  and 
March  to  the  25th,  1641.  Consequently,  to  determine  the  correct  historical 
or  chronological  date  in  January,  February,  or  March  prior  to  1752,  it  is 
necessary  to  look  back  to  the  preceding  December  or  forward  to  the  follow- 
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ing  April.  (The  marriage  of  parents  has  been  recorded  in  April  of  a  certain 
year,  and  the  birth  of  a  child  in  March  of  the  same  legal  year,  which  really 
occurred  in  March  of  the  next  chronological  year.  In  the  original  record  the 
chronological  arrangement  discloses  the  true  dates,  whereas  if  the  dates  are 
copied  without  reference  to  arrangement  or  without  knowledge  of  method 
of  dating,  it  makes  a  serious  error.) 

A  more  general  custom,  however,  was  to  double-date  in  January,  Feb- 
ruary, and  March  to  the  25th,  and  the  following  forms  of  dating  will  be  found: 

1641-1642;  1641-42;  16j|;  16^V.^;  1641-2;  ^Ml;  i^d;  164^/  • 

In  these  cases  the  last  date  is  the  correct  historical  one. 
There  should  properly  be  no  double  dates  after  January  1,  1752  though 
some  recording  officers  ignorantly  continued  them. 
June  15,  1900. 

Copy  of  Circular  to  Recording  Officers. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  numerous  changes  in  town  clerks  since  the  last  circular 
was  issued  in  1901,  and  the  continued  receipt  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  orders  for  ink,  seem  to  make  it  advisable  to  issue  the  following 
circular  in  regard  to  Massachusetts  Standard  Record  Ink. 

No  other  ink  can  be  used  upon  the  public  records  without  liability  of  a 
penalty. 

The  ink  is  not  to  be  ordered  from  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
nor  from  the  manufacturer,  but  from  this  office. 

Money  should  not  be  sent  to  this  office  in  payment,  but  to  the  manufac- 
turer, upon  receipt  of  a  bill. 

The  ink  should  not  be  ordered  by  the  gallon,  nor  by  the  money's  worth. 

The  ink  will  be  furnished  at  the  following  prices,  delivered  in  Boston, 
expressage  from  Boston  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser. 

When  taken  in  original  packages  of  one  dozen  bottles  each:  — 

Quarts,        .        .        .        .        .        .        .  $4  00  per  dozen. 

Pints,  .        .        .        .        .        .        ,    2  20  per  dozen. 

Half  pints,  .        .        .        .        .        .        .    1  25  per  dozen. 

When  taken  in  quantities  of  less  than  one  dozen  bottles,  at  the  rate  of :  — 

Quarts,        .        .        .        .        .        .        .  $4  50  per  dozen. 

Pints,  .        .        .        .        .        .        .    2  50  per  dozen. 

Half  pints,  1  50  per  dozen. 

Shipments  will  be  made  directly  to  the  place  designated  in  the  order. 


44 


PUBLIC  EECORDS. 


[Jan. 


The  following  siiggestioiis  are  ofTered:  — 

The  ordering  of  a  supply  sufficient  for  six  months,  but  not  longer,  both 
for  economy  and  to  insure  freshly  made  ink.  Care  must  be  taken  that  it  is 
stored  where  it  cannot  freeze. 

The  ordering  of  small  bottles,  unless  the  ink  is  to  be  used  up  very  soon, 
as  the  air  in  partly  emptied  bottles,  although  tightly  corked,  tends  to  oxidize 
the  ink.  Some  complaints  have  proved  to  be  of  ink  which  had  been  opened 
for  months. 

Ordering  for  all  the  town  offices  or  departments  in  one  order,  both  for 
economy  in  price  and  expressage. 

Prompt  remittance  after  receipt  of  the  bill. 

The  following  rules,  issued  by  the  United  States  Treasury  Department 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Standard  ink,  which  is  the  same  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts Standard  Record  Ink,  are  called  to  your  attention:  — 

1.  Pens  should  be  kept  clean,  to  prevent  undue  corrosion  and  filling  up  of 
the  points. 

2.  Inkstands  with  open  wells  should  be  kept  closed  when  not  in  use,  to  pre- 
vent evaporation  and  the  consequent  excessive  thickening  of  the  ink.  Such 
inkstands  ought  also  to  be  cleaned  and  refilled  at  intervals  of  about  a  week; 
but  the  ink  in  automatic  stands,  where  the  wells  are  entirely  and  permanently 
mclosed  and  removed  from  atmospheric  influences,  need  not  be  changed  so 
frequently. 

3.  Water  or  other  diluting  matter  must  not  be  added  to  the  ink  to  increase 
its  fluidity,  because  ink  so  thinned  loses  in  permanency. 

The  observance  of  these  rules  will  insure  satisfaction  in  the  use  of  this  ink. 
April  27,  1903. 

Copy  of  Circular  to  City  and  Town  Clerks. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Anticipating  an  inquiry  which  is  made  by  many  of  the  city 
and  town  clerks,  I  would  say  that  under  no  circumstances  should  your 
records  be  carried  out  of  your  city  or  town  for  copying,  neither  should  they 
be  taken  out  of  your  custody  within  the  city  or  town.  Some  jjersons  desiring 
to  copy  them  for  printing,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470  of  the  Acts 
of  1902,  are  asking  permission  for  the  custody  of  them. 

If,  however,  you  make  arrangements  with  a  copyist  to  use  them  in  a  place 
within  the  city  or  town,  approved  by  you,  where  their  safety  will  be  assured 
and  their  lawful  use  at  reasonable  times  not  interfered  with,  and  where  they 
will  be  when  not  in  actual  use  in  safes  or  vaults  as  safe  as  those  provided  by 
the  selectmen,  you  will  be  complying  with  the  law. 

July  15,  1903. 
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Copy  of  Circular  to  Recording  Officers. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  manu- 
factured by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Company  of  New  York,  is  one  of  the 
ribbons  approved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  of  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein. 

The  use  of  any  other  ribbon  bearing  the  name  Diamond  Brand  is  a  viola- 
tion of  the  law. 

If  city  and  town  clerks  will  call  the  attention  of  the  recording  officer  of 
any  department  or  board  using  typewriting  ribbons  to  the  above,  they  will 
confer  a  favor. 

May  1,  1905. 

Copy  of  Circular  to  Recording  Officers. 

Sir  :  —  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter  35  of 
the  Revised  Laws,  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and  the  pads  and  other 
devices  used  for  printing  by  typewriting  machines,  made  by  any  of  the 
manufacturers  named  below,  if  inked  with  the  inks  used  upon  their  respective 
ribbons,  are  approved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwx^alth, 
and  of  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of  any  other 
is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of  the  manu- 
facturers, without  regard  to  preference.  The  name  of  the  manufacturer 
should  be  particularly  noted  in  connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  1G2  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Little's  Brilliant  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No,  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Co.,  11  Barclay  Street,  N.  Y. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  N.  Y. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Black  Record  Paragon  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Remington  Typewriter  Company,  81  Franklin  Street,  Boston. 

Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  Yost  Writing  Machine  Company,  31G  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
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Recording  officers  should  purchase  dh-ectly  from  the  manufacturers  or 
their  agents,  to  ensure  certainty  of  obtaining  the  proper  ink,  and  fresh 
ribbons,  pads,  or  other  devices. 

June  1,  1905.  .  .  ' 

Copy  of  Circular  to  City  and  Town  Clerks. 

Don't  subject  this  to  the  fate  of  many  official  communications  and 
throw  it  away  unread. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Some  of  the  suggestions  here  offered  may  seem  to  you  un- 
necessary, but  they  are  all  presented  because  of  questions  constantly  being 
asked,  or  are  to  correct  conditions  frequently  met  with. 

Don't  accept  as  the  receptacle  for  your  records  a  safe  or  vault  you  do  not 
consider  sufficient  protection. 

Ask  the  city  government  or  the  selectmen  if  they  would  risk  their  valuables 
in  it  in  case  of  fire.   If  a  protest  is  unavailing,  notify  me. 

Don't  wait  for  approval  of  city  or  town  officers,  or  vote  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, or  of  the  town,  before  doing  the  things  required  of  you  by  statute, 
such  as  purchasing  suitable  record  books  and  binding  your  records. 

Don't  buy  record  books  that  are  low  priced. 

The  paper  is  probably  wood,  and  its  use  is  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Don't  continue  the  use  of  an  old  record  book  of  poor  quality  and  in  poor 
condition  simply  because  it  is  not  full. 

Don't  send  records  to  a  bindery  until  arrangements  are  made  for  keeping 
them  in  safes  or  vaults  when  not  in  the  hands  of  a  workman. 

The  ordinary  bindery  is  a  hazardous  fire  risk. 

*   Don't  allow  matches  to  be  left  in  proximity  to  the  records. 

Packages  of  matches  have  been  found  in  a  safe,  and  piled  with  pamphlets 
and  ballots  in  town  offices. 

Don't  allow  smoking  in  rooms  where  your  records  are  kept. 

Many  of  the  fires  in  buildings  containing  records  have  been  caused  by 
carelessness  of  smokers. 

Don't  allow  wooden  spittoons  in  a  building  containing  your  records. 
Two  town  halls  have  caught  fire  from  these  within  the  past  year. 
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Don't  lend  your  records  to  any  one,  to  be  taken  out  of  your  custody. 

Don't  leave  your  records  to  searchers  or  copyists  without  supervision. 

The  city  or  town  should  compensate  you  sufTicieiitly  to  pay  for  their  care 
at  all  times. 

Don't  allow  persons  searching  the  records  to  write  upon  them. 

The  records  are  being  mutilated  by  persons  who  change  names  or  dates, 
or  make  notes,  thinking  they  are  making  corrections  or  additions.  If 
they  think  they  discover  errors,  ask  tliat  they  call  your  attention  to 
them. 

Don't  trust  the  copying  of  ancient  records  to  any  one  until  satisfied  of  his 
or  her  familiarity  with  ancient  writing,  names,  and  expressions. 

Other  things  being  equal,  a  copyist  familiar  with  local  names  and  places 
is  to  be  preferred. 

Don't  let  copyists  solve  doubts  and  copy  words  as  they  think  they  should  be. 
Let  such  words  be  questioned  in  the  copy  rather  than  copied  incorrectly. 

Don't  make  mistakes  in  using  dates  by  forgetting  that  prior  to  March  25, 
1752  the  year  began  in  March,  and  the  dates  in  January,  February,  and 
March  often  should  be  read  as  for  a  year  later. 

Don't  order  ink  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  nor  from  the 
manufacturer. 

All  orders  should  go  through  this  office. 

Don't  take  the  ink  off  records  with  a  blotter. 

It  will  dry  by  penetration  in  a  moment  and  remain  in  the  paper. 

Don't  use  acid  for  erasing  ink. 

If  it  will  remove  the  original  ink,  its  presence  in  the  paper  will  injure  the 
ink  to  be  put  on. 

Don't  use  red  ink. 

No  red  ink  is  permanent,  the  nearest  approach  to  it  being  the  old  standard 
Carmine  ink,  now  little  used. 

Don't  use  stamping  pads. 

Their  use  is  not  authorized;  all  colors,  but  some  blacks,  are  fugitive,  and 
it  is  a  question  whether  they  are  not. 
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Don't  use  any  but  approved  typewriter  ribbons  on  your  records. 
A  list  of  those  will  always  be  sent  upon  request. 

Don't  pour  much  ink  at  a  time,  nor  let  it  stand  uncovered. 

Any  ink  having  body  enough  to  be  permanent  will  thicken  quickly  under 
these  conditions.  Air-tight  inkstands  give  the  best  satisfaction  and  are 
an  economy  in  the  end. 

Don't  expect  that  pens  left  unwiped  will  not  corrode. 

An  ink  to  be  permanent  must  have  iron  in  it,  and  such  ink  will  corrode 
steel  pens. 

Don't  allow  kerosene  oil  to  be  stored  in  a  room  containing  records. 

The  presence  of  glass  lamps  filled  with  it  standing  about  is  risk  enough. 

Don't  file  written  and  printed  papers  together. 

The  printed  are  usually  of  temporary  value  and  had  better  be  destroyed 
when  no  longer  of  use  than  to  be  kept  as  food  for  fuel  in  case  of  a  fire. 

Don't  put  printed  matter,  such  as  public  documents,  etc.,  in  a  safe  or  vault 
with  records. 

They  absorb  moisture  and  hold  it  to  the  detriment  of  the  records.  Printed 
matter  if  destroyed  can  usually  be  duphcated. 

Don't  keep  ballots,  either  used  or  unused,  after  the  result  of  an  election  is 
finally  determined. 

If  kept  in  a  safe,  they  take  room  that  can  be  put  to  better  use;  if  in  a 
vault,  they  hold  moisture;  and  wherever  kept,  add  to  the  inilammable 
material.  Moreover,  although  city  and  town  clerks  are  permitted  to 
make  such  disposition  of  undistributed  ballots  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
the  principle  of  the  law  clearly  indicates  that  all  the  material  pertaining 
to  one  election  shall  be  disposed  of  before  another  is  held. 

Don't  expect  a  vault  can  be  kept  dry  without  frequent  airing. 

Nothing  less  than  an  all-day  airing,  once  a  week,  should  be  sufficient. 

Don't  fail  to  keep  the  inner  doors  of  a  vault  closed. 

The  air  space  between  the  outer  and  inner  doors  is  the  protection. 

Don't  leave  a  safe  unlocked. 

A  fall  would  probably  throw  the  door  open. 
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Don't  try  to  remove  papers  that  have  been  attached  to  written  pages  of  the 
record,  either  with  paste  or  wafers,  without  tlioroughly  moistening  them. 

They  should  be  removed,  but  there  is  great  danger  of  defacing  the  record 
by  peehng  off  the  surface  of  the  page.  A  single  figure  thus  removed 
may  invalidate  a  record. 

Don't  file  papers  away  with  rubber  bands. 

The  bands  will  not  only  break,  but  will  adhere  to  the  papers  and  stain  and 
rot  them. 

Don't  follow  the  methods  of  your  predecessors  unless  you  know  they  are, 
not  were,  correct. 

The  law  is  constantly  changing,  and  an  old  form  of  recording  may  be 
wrong  or  insufficient,  as  in  the  case  of  marriage  intentions. 

Don't  take  "your  records"  to  court  in  answer  to  a  subpoena  commanding 
you  to  bring  them. 

A  certified  copy  of  a  particular  record  constitutes  evidence.  The  court 
would  instruct  you. 

Don't  surrender  the  control  of  your  records  to  other  city  or  town  officers. 
You  are  responsible  for  them. 

Don't  hesitate  to  ask,  in  confidence,  ray  assistance  in  any  matter  that  might 
bring  you  into  unpleasant  personal  relations,  or  arouse  political  or  public 
opposition,  if  you  attempted  to  carry  out  the  law  as  required  of  you. 

The  personal  relation  would  not  exist  with  me,  and  the  political  part  I 
should  pay  no  attention  to.  I  have  "smoothed  over''  many  such  cases, 
even  between  members  of  the  same  board. 

Don't  think  I  am  too  insistent  at  times. 

The  statute  puts  duties  upon  the  commissioner  which  he  must  perform. 

December  20,  1905. 
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A  JOURNALL  OR  DAYE  BOOKE  CONCERNING  THE  PTICULER 
IMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  GEN  ALL  STOCK  BELONGEINGE  TO  THE  COM- 
PANIE  OF  ADVENTURERS  FFOR  A  PLANT ACON  AT  MATTACHUSSETTE 
BAYE  IN  NEWE  ENGLAND  IN  AMERICA.  —  Extract  from  Vol.  2,  Probate 
Records,  Suffolk  County,  Massachusetts. 


In  the  name  of  god  Amen  London  May  1G28  Sundrie  men  owe  mito  the 
genall  Stock  of  the  adventurers  for  A  plantacon  intended  att  Mattachusetts 
Bay  in  Newe  England  in  America  the  some  of  tow  thousand  one  hundreth 
and  fiftie  pounds  And  is  for  soe  much  undertaken  by  the  pticuler  persons 
menconed  heareafter  by  there  sevall  subscripcons,  to  be  by  them  adven- 
tured in  this  Joint  and  genall  stock  for  the  foresaide  plantacon  whcr  unto 
the  Ahnightie  grant  psperous  and  happie  Succese  that  The  same  may  re- 
dound to  his  glorie  the  ppagacon  of  the  Gospell  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
pticuler  good  of  the  sevall  Adventurers  that  Nowe  are  or  hereafter  shalbe 
Interested  therein.  The  psons  nowe  to  be  made  debttrs  to  the  genall  stock 
beinge  as  ffolloweth  Viz^ 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Ricliard  Saltonstall  Kn'  owetli  . 

.  100 

0 

0 

M'  Isacke  Johnson  Esq  J  oweth 

.  100 

0 

0 

M' Samuel  1  A  (?)  Dersey  oweth 

60 

0 

0 

John  Penn  oweth     .       .  , 

60 

0 

0 

hughe  Peter  oweth  

60 

0 

0 

John  humfrey  oweth 

.  60 

0 

0 

Thomas  Steevens  oweth  .... 

60 

0 

0 

George  harwood  oweth  .... 

60 

0 

0 

John  GloY  oweth  

50 

0 

0 

Mathew  Cradocke  oweth  .       .       .       .  • 

60 

0 

0 

Simon  Whctcorabe  oweth 

50 

0 

0 

ffranee  Wibbe  oweth  .... 

60 

0 

0 

Increase  Nowell  oweth  . 

60 

0 

0 

M'  A.  C.  oweth  

.  60 

0 

0 

Richard  Tuffneale  oweth  .... 

60 

0 

0 

Richard  Perrie  Esq'  oweth 

50 

0 

0 

Joseph  C.  ffeild  oweth  .... 

60 

0 

0 

John  White  owetli           .       .  . 

60 

0 

0 

Joseph  Caron  oweth  .... 

60 

0 

0 

Thomas  Adams  oweth  .... 

50 

0 

0 

Richard  Davis  oweth  .... 

60 

0 

0 

Abraham  Palmer  oweth  .... 

50 

0 

0 

Will  Darbie  oweth  

60 

0 

0 

John  Endecott  oweth       .       .      ,  . 

.      .  50 

0 

0 
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S. 

u. 

Daniel  1  iiodson  owcth      .       .  • 

u 

A 
U 

Edwurd  fToordc  oweth      ,  . 

u 

A 
U 

Daniell  BuUiird  oweth 

,       .       .  ou 

u 

A 
U 

'Xlio;  hcwson  oweth  .... 

.          .          •  OxJ 

u 

A 
U 

Andrew  Arnold  oweth     .       .  , 

•       •       •  ou 

A 
U 

A 

u 

jAtL<ilai(.l  JJliSlitJiil  uwt^iii      .          .  . 

•             1             •  0\J 

0 

V 

Richnrd  Young  oweth 

.          •  OU 

A 
U 

A 
U 

0 

0 

V 

ivicnjiici  ijuiiingiiiiiii  ow  eLii      ,  . 

.          t          •  OU 

A 
U 

A 
U 

Joseph  BrudsliMwe  oweth        .  . 

OU 

A 

u 

A 

u 

tjOL)  151  tiusiiciwe  oweiii      .       .  i 

m                •               .  OU 

A 

u 

A 
U 

Herye  Durleye  oweth       .  . 

.  OU 

A 

u 

A 
U 

Tho:  huehins  oweth  .... 

.  60 

0 

0 

Charles  Whitelicotte  oweth 

60 

0 

0 

George  ffoxcroft  owetli    .       .  . 

•       •  ou 

A 
U 

A 

u 

Will  Crowther  OAveth 

60 

0 

0 

Nathaniel  Manstreye  oweth 

60 

0 

0 

2  msg. 

0 

02 

George  Harwood  Trer.  for  the  plantacon  of  the 
Mattachusetts  Bay  oweth  untosundrie  accoumpts 
for  Moneyes  Pyd  by  him  of  sundrie  adventurers 
viz? 


To  S'  Richard  Saltonstall  kn^  Pyd  . 

.  060 

0 

0 

To  Isacke  Johnson  Esq'  Pyd  . 

.  100 

0 

0 

To  John  Glover  Pyd  .... 

25 

0 

0 

To  Increase  Nowell  Pyd  .       .  . 

25 

0 

0 

To  Mathew  Cradock  Pyd  .   '  . 

25 

0 

0 

To  Richard  Perrey  Esq!  Pyd  . 

25 

0 

0 

To  Hughe  Peters  Pyd      .       .       .  . 

25 

0 

0 

To  Joseph  C.  feilde  Pyd  .... 

25 

0 

0 

To  Captan  John  Penn  Pyd 

.       .  25 

0 

0 

To  Abraham  Palmer  Pyd 

25 

0 

0 

To  Samuell  Aldersay  Pyd 

25 

0 

0 

To  Simon  Whetcombe  Pyd 

15 

0 

0 

To  Richard  Younge  Pyd  .... 

25 

0 

0 

To  Joseph  Carron  Pyd  .... 

25 

0 

0 

To  Edward  ffoorde  Pyd  . 

25 

0 

0 

To  Thomas  Hewson  Pyd  .... 

26 

0 

0 

To  Daniell  Ballard  Pyd    .  . 

26 

0 

0 

To  Thomas  Stevens  Pyd  .    '  . 

50 

0 

0 

To  Job  Bradshawe  Pyd    .  ... 

25 

0 

0 

To  Joseph  Bradshawe  Pyd      .      .  . 

25 

0 

0 
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To  Andrew  Arnolt  P3'cl  .... 

OK 

rv 
U 

u 

To  ^^atbaniell  Ma,i)cstreyc  l*yd 

Of; 
ZD 

u 

rv 
U 

To  A.  C.    Pyd  .       .  \ 

25 

0 

0 

To  George  Ilarwood  Py  . 

25 

0 

0 

To    Abrie  Py  

25 

0 

0 

To  John  Smith  ptow  paioi!'  Pyd 

25 

0 

0 

765 

0 

0 

George  Ilarwood  Trer.  is  Creditor  by  money  by  him 
Disbursed  for  sundrie  Commodities  and  neces- 
saries As  will  appeare  in  the  booke  of  pcells 


N»  A  fo :  1 

£.  sh.  d. 

ffor  Pame  fo.  1  .       .      .       .      .       .      .       .  11  6 

flfor  Snaphance  locks  board  vice  etc  fo.  1       .       .  04  03  11 

ffor  Shcrts  and  Seeds  &tc.  f o  :  1      .       .       .       .  02    9  8 

ffor  Match  and  Snaphance  locks  f o :  1     .       .       .  01    8  4 

ffor  Kettles  and  frying  pans  &tc.  fo  :  2    .       .       .  11    0  6 

ffor  bugcll  etc  fo :  2  .       .       .       .       .       .       .  11    0  6 

ffor  Wastcotts  and  Pvuggs  etc.  f o  :  2    "    .       .       .  8    9  0 

ffor  ICnyves  and  sizars  fo  :  2   8    9  0 

ffor  Wastcotts  and  Sherts  f o :  2       .       .       .       .  12  14  10 

ffor  Sundrie  necessaries  f o  :  3   13    3  7 

ffor  hoes  and  ffroes  fo:3   3120 


77  mss.  msg. 


George  Harwood  Trer  is  Creditor  as  ffurther  Ap- 
peareth  in  the  booke  of  pcells  for  Sundrie  Com- 
modities Viz! 

ffor  Tickinge  for  bedds  f o  :  4  

ffor  Salves  and  balsomes  fo :  4  .  .  .  . 
ffor  Seedes  of  Sundrie  Sorts  fo  4     .       .       .  . 

ffor  Gums  etc  fo  :  4  

ffor  Armor  etc  fo  :  4  

ffor  Bed  Case  and  boulstre  etc  fo :  5 
ffor  Serues  of  Sundrie  Sorts  fo :  5  . 
ffor  Hose  of  Sundrie  Sorts  f o  :  5 
ffor  Culverins  and  Sackers  f o  :  5  . 

ffor  necessaries  f o  :  6  

ffor  Service  to  Sundrie  


198  11  7 


£  s.  d. 

01  19  4 

02  0  0 
02  10  0 
17  00  0 

29  16  0 
02    9  0 

05  1  0 

06  9  2 

30  0  0 
26  7  1 
76   0  0 
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John  Watts  is  debit  to  the  tier  for  moy  by  liim  and 

his  appoyntra!  reed  a  p  the  book  pcells  appear-  £,  s.  d. 
ethfo:6    477    0  0 


John  Watts  is  Creditor  for  Sundric  disbursements 
ffor  Commodities  and  Necessaries  as  will  apeare 
in  the  booke  of  pcells  No  :  13  Yr/^ 


ffor  Pease  etc :  folio  1  

51 

5 

10 

fror  Bcefe  and  Pork  lo  :  1  

31 

18 

5 

ilor  Wheate  etc  10  :  1       .       .  . 

29 

17 

8 

nor  Bread  etc  fo:  1  .  

36 

6 

6 

nor  Butter  etc  lo.  1  . 

21 

3 

0 

ffor  Mault  etc  f  o  1  . 

24 

6 

0 

ffor  Canvas  Dowles  etc  f o  :  2   .       .       .  . 

39 

4 

0 

nor  VVollen  clotn  etc  lo  z  ..... 

19 

17 

10 

ffor  Cotton  and  baycs  etc  fo  2  . 

17 

6 

4 

ffor  Blankets  and  lists  etc  f o  :  2 

7 

13 

10 

nor  leacie  etc  lo  :  6  . 

26 

7 

8 

ffor  Paringe  knives  and  Alles  etc  f o  3  . 

01 

19 

4 

nor  buttons  to:  6  . 

00 

12 

0 

ffor  Shoose  etc  f  o  :  4 

5 

17 

11 

ffor  Wheate  and  barley  etc  fo  4      .       .  *  . 

21 

8 

6 

ffor  hoes  hatchetts  and  Axes  etc  fo :  4 

2 

14 

11 

ffor  AVhippe  and  hand  Sawes  etc  fo  :  5  . 

7 

9 

2 

ffor  Hatts  and  bands  etc  fo :  6  

18 

8 

9 

ffor  Mens  dyetts  etc  fo  :  6  

10 

7 

6 

ffor  cloth  and  makinge  clothes  etc.  f o  :  7 

12 

1 

5d 

ffor  Glewe  hemp  seede  etc  f o  7 

6 

6 

10 

ffor  Money  to  the  govner  etc  fo  8  . 

8 

5 

10 

ffor  nandeleres  fo  :  8  

0 

18 

0 

ffor  Entrie  and  post  Entric  etc  fo :  8 

3 

15 

7 

ffor  A  tent  and  Cariage  etc  fo  9      .       .       .  . 

0£ 

1  ft 
lo 

ffor  Dyett  and  expence  etc  fo  10  . 

15 

18 

9 

448 

9 

H 

John  Watts  is  Creditor  for  Money  by  him  dis- 

bursed viz! 

£. 

s. 

d. 

flfor  A  Drume  Uunlette  etc  fo  11 

2 

8 

8 

ffor  Books  as  bybles  etc  fo  11  

3 

5 

0 

ffor  his  expense  fo.  11  

20 

10 

0 

ffor  Powder  barrells  and  shott  etc  fo.  12 

35 

6 

3i 

£. 

s. 

d. 

61 

9 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1908. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  sixteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twentieth  in  the  series  of  reports  on 
the  public  records. 

On  July  26,  1907,  Kobcrt  Thaxter  Swan,  Esq.,  who  had 
served  first  as  secretary  and  afterwards  as  commissioner  of 
this  office,  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  in  Brookline.  Of 
him  it  has  been  justly  said  :  — - 

He  created  and  dignified  the  office,  and  the  work  he  has  done  by  quiet 
and  inexpensive  methods  has  produced  results  which  are  well  known  to 
all  persons  who  appreciate  the  inestimal)le  value  of  the  prevention  from 
destruction  by  time  or  fire  of  the  records  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
State.    The  office  has  become  a  model  for  other  States. 

On  Aug.  7,  1907, 1  had  the  honor  to  be  appointed  and  con- 
firmed as  commissioner,  to  succeed  Mr.  Swan,  and  was  sworn 
into  office  on  August  10.  The  short  space  of  time  which  I 
have  served  necessitates  a  brief  report. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  :  Bradford,  Dracut,  Gardner,  Hub- 
bardston,  Medford,  Sutton,  Templeton,  West  Stockbridge, 
and  Williamstown. 

The  following  has  been  printed  by  the  city  of  Boston  :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relatin<2^  to  the  Early  History  of  Boston, 
containing  Boston  Town  Records,  18U  to  1822.  (This  is  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records,  formerly  called  Record 
Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward  VV.  McGlenen,  City  Registrar.  Bos- 
ton, 1906. 
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Binding. 

Records  have  been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery 
Record  Preser\dng  Company  for  the  folloAving  places : 
Bmintree,  Dudley,  Freetown,  Wilmington,  Worcester,  and 
Yarmouth. 

Fires. 

On  the  morning  of  March  20,  1907,  the  town  hall  at 
Halifax,  parts  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  town  library 
and  the  post  office,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
public  records,  all  of  which  were  kept  in  a  safe,  were  saved. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Sept.  30,  1907,  a  fire  was  discov- 
ered in  the  basement  of  the  town  hall  of  Peabody,  directly 
under  the  office  of  the  town  clerk.  Considerable  danias^e 
was  done  to  the  building,  but  no  public  records  were  in- 
jm-ed. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  7,  1907,  a  fire  was  discov- 
ered in  the  town  hall  at  Clinton,  which  completely  gutted 
the  main  building,  but  no  public  records  were  lost.  ]\Iost 
of  the  records  were  in  offices  in  an  annex. 

Registries  of  Deeds. 
The  rapid  increase  of  real  estate  transactions  in  some  dis- 
tricts of  the  Commonwealth  is  especially  apparent  in  South 
Bristol,  where  the  registry  at  New  Bedford  has  reached  the 
limit  of  its  capacity,  and  where  some  immediate  provision 
for  extension  needs  to  be  made. 

Public  Documents. 
In  February  the  following  act  was  passed,  which  appears 
as  chapter  117  of  the  Acts  of  1907  :  — 

An  Act  rela.tive  to  the  Care  of  Poblic  Documents  by  Cities 

AND  Towns. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Each  city  and  town  shall  provide  a  suitable  place,  to  be 
approved  by  the  commissioner  of  public  records,  for  the  preservation 
and  convenient  use  of  all  books,  reports  and  laws  received  from  the 
Commonwealth ;  and  for  every  month's  nc<jlect  so  to  do  shall  forfeit 
ten  dollars. 
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Section  2.  Said  books,  reports  and  laws  shall  be  in  the  custody  or 
control  of  the  city  or  town  clerk,  unless  the  city  council  or  selectmen 
shall,  by  vote,  designate  some  other  oflicer  or  person. 

Section  3.  Section  twenty-seven  of  chapter  twenty-five  of  the  Revised 
Laws  is  hereby  repealed. 

To  find  '*a  suitable  place  for  convenient  use"  of  all  the 
various  books  which  have  been  distributed  and  may  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  Commonwealth  is  proving  embarrassing  to 
many  towns,  particularly  where  the  town  hall  is  inconven- 
iently located  and  not  often  open,  and  where  the  town  library 
is  unable  to  find  room  for  the  volumes.  An  option  as  to 
receiving  the  series  known  as  "Public  Docimients,"  where 
the  inhabitants  of  a  town  do  not  desire  them,  would  give 
some  relief. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  books,  reports,  and  laws 
which  the  Commonwealth  has  alreadj^  distributed  :  — 

1.  IkLannal  of  the  General  Court.  60  volumes,  1858-1907.  (2  volumes 
called  "  Rules  and  Orders,"  1856-1857.) 

2.  Acts  and  Resolves.  (*'  Blue  Books,"  so  called.)  57  volumes,  1851- 
1907. 

3.  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  ("Term  Reports,"  so 
called.)  191  volumes,  as  follows :  Mass.  Reports,  17  volumes,  1-17 ; 
Pickering,  24  volumes,  18-41 ;  Metcalf,  13  volumes,  42-54;  Cushing,  12 
volumes,  55-66 ;  Allen,  14  volumes,  67-80;  Gray,  16  volumes,  81-96; 
Mass.  Reports,  95  volumes,  97-191. 

4.  Public  Documents.    326  volumes,  1858-1907. 

6.  Special  Laws.  19  volumes,  1-19,  and  duplicates  of  volumes  4  and 
5  to  towns  in  existence  in  1837. 

6.  Census  Publications.  1895,  7  volumes;  1885,  4  volumes;  1875, 
3  volumes;  1  volume  Compendium;  1865,  1  volume;  1855,  1  volume; 
1880,  1  volume  (Abstract  of  U.  S.  Census). 

7.  Revised  Laws.    3  volumes,  1902. 

8.  Atlas  of  Boundary  Lines.    2  copies. 

9.  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  ("  Prov- 
ince Laws,"  so  called.)  5  volumes,  1-5,  1692-1780 ;  and  9  volumes 
Appendices,  1-9. 

10.  Bradford's  History  of  Plimoth  Plantation.    1  volume,  1897. 

11.  Public  Statutes.  1  volume,  1882-1887;  1  volume  Supplement, 
1882-1888  ;  1  volume  Supplement,  1889-1895. 

12.  Massachusetts  Military  and  Naval  History.    2  volumes,  1894. 

13.  Revolutionary  Rolls.    16  volumes,  1891. 

14.  Laws  and  Resolves  of  Massachusetts.    13  volumes,  1780-1805. 

15.  General  Statutes.  1  volume,  1860;  1  volume  Supplement,  1860- 
1872  ;  1  volume  Supplement,  1873-1881. 
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16.  Massachusetts  Digest.    (Bennett  &  Pleard.)    3  volumes,  1872. 

17.  Schouler's  History  of  the  Civil  War.    1  volume,  1868. 

18.  Record  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  2  volumes,  1866.  (Declared 
unojQTicial  in  1893.) 

19.  Plymouth  Colony  Records.  8  volumes  in  6,  1-8,  1855-1857  ;  4  vol- 
umes, 9-12,  1859-1861. 

20.  Revised  Statutes.  1  volume,  1836";  1  volume  Supjilement,  1836- 
1853;  1  volume  Supplement,  1851-1859. 

21.  Records  of  Massachusetts.    5  volumes  in  6,  1853-1854. 

22.  Geological,  Mineralogical,  Botanical  and  Zoological  Survey  of  the 
Commonwealth.    1  volume,  1839. 

23.  Tax  Acts.    In  folios  from  about  1751  to  1831. 

24.  General  Laws.  Number  of  volumes  uncertain.  Distributed  in 
1828 ;  second  part  of  volume  3,  1  volume,  distributed  in  1832. 

25.  Statute  Laws.  Second  edition,  1814.  Number  of  volumes  un- 
certain. 

26.  United  States  Laws.  "  Laws  now  in  the  Secretary's  office  and  all 
which  may  hereafter  be  received."  1811. 

27.  Militia  Law.    1  volume,  1810. 

28.  Public  and  Private  Acts.    1807.    One  "set." 

29.  Laws  of  Massachusetts.  First  edition,  1801.  Number  of  volumes 
uncertain. 

80.  Province  Laws.  Eighth  edition,  called  "Temporary  Laws,"  1 
volume,  1763 ;  seventh  edition,  1  volume,  1759 ;  sixth  edition,  1  volume, 
1755;  fifth  edition,  2  volumes,  1742;  fourth  edition,  1  volume,  1727; 
third  edition,  1  volume,  1722;  second  edition,  1  volume,  1714;  first 
edition,  1  volume,  1699. 

Typeavriting. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Keviscd  laws  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and 
the  pads  and  other  devices  used  for  printing  by  typewriting 
machines,  made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below, 
if  inked  with  the  inks  used  upon  their  respective  ribbons, 
are  approved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns 
therein.    The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  tiie  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

3Ianufucturetl  by  Aineric;iu  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  1C2  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 
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Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon  , 
Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  M.  Y. 
Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Inc.,  Ilochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N,  Y.  ^ 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  I'ark  Ridge,  N.  J. 
Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  Tiie  Steplien  T.  Smith  Company,  11  liarchiy  Street,  N,  Y. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  N.  Y. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands  Black  Record 
Ribbons,  and  Yost  Bhick  Record  Pad. 
Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  • 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  U7. 
Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Coujpany,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 


Public  Document 


No.  52 


TWENTY-FIEST  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Custody  and  Condition 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  EECOEDS 

OP 

Parishes,  Towns,  and  Counties. 


By  henry  E.  woods,  Commissioner. 


BOSTON: 

WRIGHT  &  POTTER  PRINTING  CO.,  STATE  PRINTERS, 
18  Post  Office  Square.  .  .  ,  » . 

1909. 


Approved  by 
The  State  Board  of  Publication. 


p15000 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  190D. 

7'o  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  sev^enteenth  report  of  this 

commission,  being  the  twenty-first  in  the  scries  of  reports 

on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments—  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
105  places  :  Acton,  Adams,  Agawam,  Alford,  Attleborough, 
Ayer,  Bedford,  Belmont,  Beverly,  Blackstone,  Boston,  Box- 
borough,  Brookline,  Cambridge,  Carlisle,  Chelsea,  Cheshire, 
Chilmark,  Clarksburg,  Clinton,  Concord,  Dalton,  Dedham, 
Dover,  Dunstable,  East  Bridgewater,  East  Longmeadow, 
Edgartown,  Egremont,  Essex,  Everett,  Florida,  Framing- 
ham,  Gay  Head,  Gloucester,  Grafton,  Great  Barrington, 
Hancock,  Ilhisdale,  IloUiston,  Hudson,  Ilyde  Park,  Lanes- 
borough,  Lee,  Lenox,  Lexington,  Littleton,  Longmeadow, 
Maiden,  Manchester,  Maynard,  Medfield,  Medford,  Med  way, 
Melrose,  Millis,  Monterey,  Mount  Washington,  Xahant, 
Nantucket,  Natick,  New  Ashford,  New  Bedford,  New  ^Nlarl- 
borough,  Newton,  North  Adams,  Oak  Blufls,  Otis,  Pe})perell, 
Peru,  Pittsfield,  Quincy,  Richmond,  Bockport,  Sandisfield, 
Savoy,  Sharon,  Sheffield,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Somcrvillc, 
Springfiekl,  Stockbridge,  Stow,  Swampscott,  Taunton, 
Tisbury,  Townseiid,  Tyngsborough,  Tyringham,  Upton, 
Waltham,  Washington,  AVatertown,  Way  kind,  AV^elleslcy, 
Wenham,  W^est  Springfi(^ld,  West  Stockbridge,  W'est  Tis- 
bury,  Wcstfield,  Westford,  AMUiamstown,  Windsor,  and 
Worcester. 
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City  and  Town  Recokds. 
In  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  visited  by  the  commis- 
sioner, and  as  the  result  of  his  inspections,  vaults  have  been, 
or  are  to  be,  built  or  relitted,  safes  have  been  purchased,  or 
other  measures  taken  to  safeguard  the  records. 

County  Recokds. 
Important  bills  for  the  fireproof  protection  of  the  records 
in  all  departments  of  the  Sullblk  County  court  house  in 
Boston,  and  for  better  and  increased  accommodation  for  the 
South  Bristol  county  rcgistr}^  of  deeds  at  Xew  Bedford  — 
brought  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioner  —  were  enacted 
by  the  Legislature  during  the  year ;  and  action,  in  many 
cases  following  a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner,  has 
been  taken  by  the  various  county  commissioners  for  the 
better  protection  of  records  at  Adams,  Brookline,  Great 
Barrington,  Lee,  Newton,  North  Adams,  Pittsfield,  Quincy, 
Taunton,  Williamstown,  and  AYorcester. 

Binding. 

'Records  have  been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery 
Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following  places  :  Attle- 
borough,  Ayer,  Chatham,  Chelmsford,  Chester,  Concord, 
Dunstable,  Egremont,  Everett,  Florida,  Hancock,  Lenox, 
Littleton,  ]Medfield,  ]\  Ted  way,  Orleans,  Otis,  Rockport, 
Royalston,  Sandisficld,  Sherborn,  Tyngsborough,  WcllH(>et, 
West  Stockbridge,  and  Windsor.  In  all  but  two  instances 
the  repairs  were  made  by  order  of  the  commissioner. 

Fire. 

On  April  12,  1908,  the  city  hall  of  Chelsea  was  burned, 
in  a  fire  which  destroyed  the  principal  part  of  that  cit}^,  but 
all  the  records  which  were  kept  in  vaults  were  saved,  not- 
withstanding that  the  intense  heat  warped  open  the  outer 
door  of  one  vault  and  badly  crumpled  the  doors  of  two  other 
vaults.  The  records  of  the  auditor  and  assessors  were  in 
safes,  those  of  the  former  being  totally  destroyed  and  those 
of  the  latter  badly  damaged.  The  great  value  of  vaults  for 
protecting  records  against  fire  was  clearly  demonstrated. 
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Public  Docu.^ients. 
Chapter  142  of  the  Acts  of  1908  (amending  chapter  117 
of  the  Acts  of  1907),  and  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908 
(amending  section  8  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws), 
have  relieved  the  embarrassment  of  many  cities  and  towns 
in  the  matter  of  the  care  and  custody  of  the  public  docu- 
ments distributed  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Pjiinting. 

During  the  ycni'  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Beverly  (Vol.  II.),  Billerica, 
Dover,  Dudley,  Essex,  Hamilton,  Holliston,  Lincoln,  Lynn- 
field,  Marblehead  (Vol.  IIL),  Marlborough,  Middlelield, 
Saugus,  and  Westminster. 

The  following  volumes  have  also  been  issued  :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relatini^  to  the  Early  History  of  Bos- 
ton, containing  Minutes  of  the  Selectmen's  INIeetings,  1811  to  1817,  and 
a  part  of  1818.  (This  is  the  Thirtj^-eighth  Heport  in  the  series  of  Bos- 
ton Records,  formerly  called  Record  Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward 
W.  McGlenen,  City  Registrar.    Boston,  1908. 

FiTcnnuKG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitehburg,  IVIassachu- 
setts.  A  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  records  contained  in  Volume  VI , 
pages  279  to  5G1,  inclusive,  being  Volume  Seven  of  the  printed  Records 
of  the  Town.  Compiled  b}'  Walter  A.  Davis,  City  Clerk.  Fitchburg, 
1907. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  Manual,  is  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  who  has  received  from  the  de- 
partment on  the  topographical  survey  and  map  of  the  State, 
of  the  P>oard  of  Harbor  and  Land  Conunissioners,  the  benefit 
of  its  exhaustive  search  of  all  records. 

Typewriting  KinnoNS  and  Stamping  Pads. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  [)  of  chai)ter  35 
of  the  Ilevised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  oT  of  the  Acts  of  11108, 
the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  other  devices  used  for  print- 
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ing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made  by 
any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  pubh'c  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
an}^  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  tlie  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carter's  Ideal  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  1G2  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  tlie  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactui'ed  by  the  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Inc.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volgcr,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Cotton  King  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Pen  Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  York. 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros.  Black  Record  Woven  Edge  Ribbon. 
Manufactured  l^y  L.  C.  Smilii  &.  P>roB.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  Tlie  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  G55. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  'M  V^escy  Street,  New  York. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  I'ad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Ctrmpany,  liibbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  I51ack  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 
Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Wel)8ter  Company,  'S-il  Congress  Street,  Boston. 
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Stamping  Fads. 

The  Carter^s  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  lG-2  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Ilolihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

IJmon  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  TypcwTiter  Company,  llibbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  (Same  Ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain 
uninked  pad.) 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  1,  1910. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Tlejyresentalives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eighteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-second  in  the  series  of  re- 
ports on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments—  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following  91 
-places  :  Ashby,  Ashiield,  Athol,  Ayer,  Barnstable,  Barre, 
Bccket,  Bernardston,  Blandford,  Boston,  Bourne,  Boylston, 
Braintree,  Brockton,  Buckland,  Carver,  Charlemont,  Charl- 
ton, Chatham,  Chester,  Chesterfield,  Chicopee,  Clinton, 
Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Deerfield,  Easthampton, 
Edgartown,  Erving,  Fall  River,  Falmouth,  Fitchburg, 
Gill,  Gloucester,  Gosnold,  Granville,  Greenfield,  Groton, 
Hampden,  Hatfield,  Hawley,  Heath,  Huntington,  Leom- 
inster, Leverett,  Leyden,  Longmeadow,  LudloAv,  Lunen- 
burg, Lynn,  Mansfield,  Mashpee,  Med  way,  Middleborough, 
Middlefield,  Monroe,  Montague,  Montgomery,  Nantucket, 
Northampton,  Oak  Bluffs,  Petersham,  Plainfield,  Plympton, 
Provincetown,  Rockport,  Rowe,  Russell,  Salem,  Sandwich, 
Shelburne,  Somerset,  Southampton,  Southwick,  Springfield, 
Sunderland,  Tolland,  Washington,  Wendell,  West  Bridge- 
water,  Westfield,  Westhampton,  Westminster,  Whately, 
Wilbraham,  Winchester,  Woburn,  Worcester,  Worthing- 
ton,  and  Yarmouth. 

In  many  of  these  cities  and  towns,  as  the  result  of  the  in- 
spections, vaults  have  been,  or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted, 
safes  have  been  purchased,  or  other  measures  taken  to  safe- 
guard the  records. 
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County  Records. 
Important  bills  involving  the  fireproof  protection  of  the 
records  in  county  court  houses  at  Attleborougli,  Fall  River, 
Pittsfield,  and  Springfield,  —  in  compliance  with  the  law, 
at  the  instance  of  the  commissioner,  —  were  enacted  by  the 
Legislature  during  the  year ;  and  action,  in  many  cases 
following  a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner,  has  been 
taken  by  the  various  county  commissioners  for  the  better 
protection  of  records  at  Boston  (Jamaica  Plain),  Clinton, 
Edgartown,  Fitchburg,  Gloucester,  Greenfield,  Leominster, 
Lynn,  Nantucket,  Northampton,  Salem,  Waltham,  and 
Westfield. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired  or  bound  during  the  year  by 
the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following 
places:  Athol,  Boxford,  Boylston,  Brockton,  Chariemont, 
Charlton,  Chatham,  Chesterfield,  Egremont,  Falmouth, 
Heath,  Huntington,  Lakeville,  Leominster,  Leverett,  Lunen- 
burg, Mashpee,  Millis,  New  Ashford,  Otis,  Petersham, 
Raynham,  Sunderland,  Westminster,  Worthington,  and  Yar- 
mouth. Also  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Dukes  County, 
Middlesex,  Nantucket,  Plj^mouth,  and  Suffolk.  In  manj^ 
instances  the  repairs  were  made  by  order  of  the  com- 
missioner. 

Fire. 

Just  before  midnight  on  March  6,  1909,  a  fire  was  discov- 
ered in  the  town  hall  of  New  Marlborough  at  the  village  of 
Mill  River,  which  totally  destroyed  the  building  and  most 
of  the  contents  of  a  safe.  Tax  valuation  lists  1893-98  and 
1907-08,  registration  books,  and  some  vouchers,  were  lost. 
All  other  records  were  in  a  safe  elsewhere. 

Court  Files. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  sixteenth  report  (for  the 
year  1903)  of  the  late  commissioner,  Robert  T.  Swan,  are 
given  in  view  of  the  serious  problem  with  which  county 
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commissioners  must  deal,  and  of  the  bill  which  was  intro- 
duced at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  and  referred  to 
the  next  General  Court :  — 

In  the  county  courts  the  accumulation  of  the  files  is  large  and  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  proper  }>rotection  of  them  means  constant  remodell- 
ing or  retitting  of  the  present  buildings,  or  the  erection  of  new  at  great 
expense. 

That  there  may  be  a  carefully  guarded  provision  for  the  destruction 
of  some  of  these  papers  after  they  are  outlawed,  or  can  no  longer  affect 
public  rights,  would  seem  practicable. 

In  view  of  the  varied  opinions,  it  does  not  seem  worth  while  to  ask 
for  immediate  legislation  ;  but  the  subject  should  receive  consideration 
by  the  county  officers  who  are  to  provide,  and  the  people  who  are  to 
pa}'  for,  buildings  in  which  to  store  these  papers! 

Public  Documents. 
Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
the  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner,  in  accordance  with  the  act :  Carver,  East 
Longmeadow,  Egremont,  Grafton,  Hamilton,  Monterey, 
Montgomery,  Mount  Washington,  and  New  Ashford. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  follow- 
ing towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  :  Ashburnham,  Brookheld, 
Dan  vers  (Vol.  I.),  Methuen,  Scituate  (Vols.  I.  and  II.), 
Sharon,  Spencer,  and  Winchester. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  the  table  entitled  "  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  Manual,  is  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  who  has  continued  to  receive 
from  the  department  on  the  topographical  survey  and  map 
of  the  State,  of  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commis- 
sioners, the  benefit  of  its  exliaustive  search  of  all  records. 
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Typewriting  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chap- 
ter 35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  tlie  Acts 
of  1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps, 
made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  ap- 
proved for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  of  the  several  "counties,  cities  and  towns  therein. 
The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Kecord  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  l>y  Ainericnn  Ribbon  und  Cjirbon  CompaDy,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Mark  well  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New  York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  New 
York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester, 
N.  Y. 

Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

How-Ko  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  How  Company,  Old  Town,  Me. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Mnnufaciuring  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  1'.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  iMillcr-Uryant-l'ierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manul'actured  by  MiiUig  &  V'olger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Cotton  King  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  lirunswlck,  N.  J. 
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Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  C21. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barchxy  Street,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Hlack  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  aud  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson  streets, 
Philadelphia. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 
Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  U7. 
Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad,  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  163  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Holihan,  Inc.,  '201  Bi'ondway,  New  York. 

Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Com{)any,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain 
uuinkcd  pad.) 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1910. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  nineteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-third  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
l>robate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments —  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
110  places:  Acton,  Acushnct,  Ashburnham,  iVshland,  Athol, 
Auburn,  Barnstable,  Belchertown,  Bellingham,  Berkley, 
Boston,  Brewster,  Brimfield,  Brookfield,  Cambridge,  Canton, 
Carlisle,  Concord,  Dana,  Dartmouth,  Dedham,  Dennis, 
Dighton,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Enfield,  Eairhaven,  Fall  Eiver, 
Fitchburg,  Freetown,  Gardner,  Goshen,  Granby,  Greenfield, 
Greenwich,  Ilardw^ick,  Harwich,  Holland,  Holyoke,  Hopkin- 
ton,  Hubbardston,  Lakeville,  Leicester,  Leominster,  Lincolu, 
Marion,  Marlborough,  Mattapoisett,  Middleborough,  Mill- 
bury,  Milton,  Monson,  I^eedham,  I^rew  Bedford,  ISTew  Brain- 
tree,  IsTewbury,  ^Newburyport,  JSTew  Salem,  ^Northampton, 
North  Brookfield,  Northfield,  IsTorwood,  Oakham,  Orange, 
Orleans,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Pelham,  Phillipston,  Plymouth, 
Prescott,  Provincetown,  Quincy,  Beading,  Eehoboth,  Eoches- 
ter,  Eockport,  Eoyalston,  Eutland,,  Seekonk,  Shutesbury, 
Somerset,  Southborough,  Southbridge,  South  Hadlcy,  Spen- 
cer, Stoneham,  Stoughton,  Sturbridge,  Sudbury,  Swansea, 
Templeton,  Truro,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield,  Wales,  Ware, 
Wareham,  Warren,  Warwick,  Webster,  AVcllflect,  West 
Brookfield,  Weston,  Westport,  Whitman,  Williamsburg, 
Winchendon,  Woburn,  and  Worcester. 


4 


PUBLIC  RECORDS. 


[Jan. 


In  many  of  these  cities  and  tomis,  as  the  result  of  the 
inspections,  vaults  have  heen,  or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted, 
safes  have  been  purchased,  or  other  measures  taken  to  safe- 
guard the  records. 

Special  Action. 

Bills  for  a  new  court  house  at  Quincy  and  a  new  city  hall 
at  ITorthampton  —  involving  the  fireproof  protection  of 
records,  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioner  —  were  en- 
acted by  the  Legislature  during  the  year;  and  action,  fol- 
lowing a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner,  has  been  taken 
by  the  county  commissioners  for  the  better  protection  of 
records  at  Barnstable,  Chicopee,  Concord,  Dedham,  Orange, 
Provincetown,  Stoughton,  Uxbridge,  and  Worcester. 

Court  proceedings,  for  violation  of  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 18,  chapter  35,  Revised  Laws,  were  commenced  in  June 
against  the  members  of  the  city  council  of  Cambridge,  but 
were  withdrawn  upon  their  complying  with  the  statute. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired  or  bound  during  the  year  by 
the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following 
places :  Athol,  Auburn,  Barnstable,  Blackstone,  Bourne,  Box- 
ford,  Enfield,  Freetown,  Goshen,  Haverhill,  Ilawley,  Hull, 
Leyden,  Marion,  IN'orton,  Orange,  Paxton,  Rochester,  Rut- 
land, Scituate,  Shirley,  Shutesbury,  Stoneham,  Sudbury, 
.Warwick,  Williamsburg,  Wilmington,  Windsor,  and  Yar- 
mouth. Also  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Middlesex,  Plym- 
outh, Suffolk,  and  Worcester.  In  many  instances  the  re- 
pairs were  made  by  order  of  the  commissioner. 

Fires. 

At  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Dec.  22,  1909,  the  town 
hall  of  Leominster  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  the 
building  was  totally  destroyed,  but  no  records  were  lost. 
A  visit  of  the  commissioner,  three  months  before,  had  re- 
sulted in  the  purchase  of  some  additional  safes  by  the  au- 
thorities, so  that  all  the  public  records  of  the  town  were 
protected. 

At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  May  23,  1910,  the  home 
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of  the  town  clerk  of  Windsor,  where  his  current  records  were 
kept  in  a  safe,  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Some  bindings 
of  the  books  were  scorched  and  warped,  but  they  have  been 
repaired  and  nothing  was  destroyed. 

Public  Documents. 
Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  19 OS 
the  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  scries  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act:  Becket,  Granville, 
Hatfield,  Heath,  Leverett,  Plainfield,  Southampton,  Tolland, 
and  Wilbraham. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Athol,  Bolton,  Danvers  (Vol.  11.), 
Haverhill  (Vol.  I.),  ^^atick,  Tisbury,  Warren,  Wayland, 
Weymouth  (Vols.  I.  and  II.),  and  Wrentham  (Vol.  I.). 

The  follov/ing  publication  has  also  been  issued :  — 

Probate  Index,  Norfolk  County,  Massachusetts.  (2  Vols.)  1793- 
1900.    Dedham,  Massachusetts,  1910. 

Destruction  of  Obsolete  Papers. 
Chapter  287  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  permitting  the  destruc- 
tion of  papers  and  files  (but  not  the  docket  books)  which  have 
been  completed  over  twenty  years  in  criminal  cases  in  the 
lower  courts,  has  given  considerable  relief  to  county  commis- 
sioners who  had  to  provide  fireproof  quarters  for,  and  to 
court  clerks  who  had  the  care  of,  such  useless  records. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
("he  House  of  Eepresentatives,  the  table  entitled  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "  Manual,''  is 
prepared  by  the  commissioner,  who  has  continued  to  receive 
from  the  department  on  the  topographical  survey  and  map  of 
the  State,  of  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners, 
the  benefit  of  its  exhaustive  search  of  all  records. 
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Reprinthstg  of  Tenth  Report. 
There  have  been  many  requests  for  copies  of  the  tenth 
report  of  this  department,  for  the  year  1897,  —  containing 
valuable  historical  data  relating  to  Churches,  Parishes, 
Precincts,  and  Religious  Societies,  past  and  present,  in.  Mas- 
sachusetts," —  which  could  not  be  supplied  because  the 
edition  is  out  of  print.  As  the  stereotype  plates  of  that 
report  are  in  existence,  and  the  expense  of  printing  a  further 
small  edition  would  be  moderate,  it  is  recommended  tliat 
the  commissioner  be  permitted  to  have  200  copies  printed. 

Typewriting  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chap- 
ter 35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps, 
made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  ap- 
proved for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein. 
The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New- 
York. 

Carter^s  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,   First  and  Athenseum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  New 
York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured    by    Crown    Ribbon    and    Carbon    Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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How-Ko  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufuctured  by  The  How  Company,  Old  Town,  Me. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Maunfactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Cotton  King  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York, 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S..  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad,  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athen£Bum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  tho  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied 
to  any  plain  uninkcd  pad.) 

HENEY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  30,  1911. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  .and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  twentieth  report  of  this 

commission,  being  the  twenty-fourth  in  the  series  of  reports 

on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments —  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following  130 
places:  Abington,  Adams,  Agawam,  Alford,  Amesbury,  Ash- 
land, Avon,  Bedford,  Berlin,  Beverly,  Bill  erica,  Bolton, 
Boston,  Boxford,  Braintree,  Carlisle,  Chelsea,  Cheshire, 
Chicopee,  Chilmark,  Clarksburg,  Clinton,  Cohasset,  Dal  ton, 
Danvers,  Douglas,  Dracut,  Duxbury,  East  Longmeadow, 
Easton,  Edgartown,  Egremont,  Essex,  Eoxborough,  Frank- 
lin, Gay  Head,  Georgetown,  Gloucester,  Great  Barrington, 
Groveland,  Halifax,  Hamilton,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Harvard, 
Haverhill,  Hingham,  Hinsdale,  Hoi  brook,  Holden,  Hoped  ale, 
Hudson,  Hull,  Ipswich,  Kingston,  Lancaster,  Lawrence,  Lee, 
Lenox,  Lexington,  Longmeadow,  Lowell,  Lynn,  Lynnfield, 
Maiden,  Manchester,  Mansfield,  !^Iarshfield,  ]\rendon,  Merri- 
mac,  Methuen,  Middleton,  Milford,  Monterey,  Mount  Wash- 
ington, I^ew  Marlborough,  l^ewburyport,  i^orfolk,  North 
Adams,  !North  Andover,  North  Attleborough,  North  Reading, 
Northampton,  Northborough,  Northbridge,  Norton,  Norwell, 
Oak  Bluffs,  Oxford,  Peabody,  Pembroke,  Pittsfield,  Plain- 
ville,  Princeton,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Raynham,  Revere,  Rock- 
land, Rockport,  Rowley,  Salisbury,  Sandisfield,  Savoy,  Scit- 
uate,  Sheffield,  Shrewsbury,  Southwick,  Springfield,  Sterling, 
Stockbridge,  Sutton,  Tewksbury,  Tisbury,  Topsfield,  Upton, 
Uxbridge,   "Walpole,  Wareham,  Wenham,   West  Boylston, 
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West  IN'ewbiny,  West  Springfield,  West  TisbiirVj  Westbor- 
ough,  Westfield,  Weymouth,  Williamstown,  Winthrop,  and 
Wren  th  am. 

City  and  Town  Records. 
In  many  of  the  cities  .and  towns  visited  by  the  commis- 
sioner, and  as  the  result  of  his  inspections,  vaults  have  been, 
or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted,  safes  have  been  purchased, 
rooms  have  been  fireproofed,  or  other  measures  taken  to  safe- 
guard the  records. 

County  Records. 
Action,  following  a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner, 
has  been  taken  during  the  year  by  the  various  county  com- 
missioners for  the  better  protection  of  records  in  the  courts 
at  Adams,  Cambridge,  Clinton,  Dedham,  Gardner,  Lee,  Mai- 
den, l^orth  Adams,  Northampton,  Salem,  Somerville,  Spring- 
field, and  Uxbridge. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired  or  bound  during  the  year  by 
the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most  instances 
by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following  places :  Ash- 
land, Brookfield,  Cambridge,  Carlisle,  Dunstable,  Holden, 
Holland,  Hopkinton,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Mendon,  North- 
bridge,  Plympton,  Rowley,  Salisbury,  Scituate,  Sterling, 
Stoneham,  Uxbridge,  Wrentham,  and  Yarmouth.  Also,  for 
the  counties  of  Barnstable,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and 
Worcester. 

Fires. 

At  1.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  7,  1910,  a  fire  was 
discovered  in  the  old  high  school  house  at  Lawrence,  which 
corbpletely  gutted  the  building  and  destroyed  some  records 
and  papers  of  the  building  inspector  whose  office  was  on  the 
first  floor. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  28,  1011,  a  fire  consumed 
the  building  at  Stoughton  in  which  the  Southern  District 
Court  of  ^NTorfolk  County  was  held,  but  a  large  safe  for  the 
files  and  dockets,  which  had  been  installed  the  previous  Octo- 
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ber  by  order  of  tbe  commissioner,  prevented  any  loss  of 
records. 

At  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  July  20,  1911,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  town  hall  of  Braintrce,  which  destroyed  most  of 
the  building,  but  no  records  were  lost.  The  town  safes,  and 
a  new  vault  which  had  been  built  by  order  of  the  commis- 
sioner and  inspected  by  him  only  two  days  before  the  fire, 
were  not  badly  damaged. 

Public  Documents. 
Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
the  following  tovms  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act:  Barnstable,  Brew- 
ster, Harvard,  Lakeville,  Marion,  Orange,  Palmer,  Paxton, 
Prescott,  Pehoboth,  Rochester,  Howe,  and  Sandisfield. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902 :  Andover  (Vol.  I.),  Chester,  Foxborough, 
Hanson,  Ipswich  (Vol.  I.),  Leominster,  ISTewburyport  (Vol. 
I.),  Pembroke,  West  Boylston,  and  Wrentham  (Vol.  II.). 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Pepresentatives,  the  table  entitled  "  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "  Manual  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  has  been  revised  and  extended. 

Typewriting  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 
In ,  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chap- 
ter 35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  followini):  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  nre  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
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the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,   First  and  Athenoeum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by   Columbia    Ribbon    and    Carbon    Manufacturing  Company, 
New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured    by    Crown    Ribbon    and    Carbon    Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y, 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little*s  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Obaslii's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  11.  Ohaslii  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Curbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 


/ 


1912.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


7 


Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

American  and  How-Ko  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York, 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Co.,  9th  and  Thompson  streets, 
Philadelphia. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston, 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad,  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Tj-pewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied 
to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

HENEY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner, 
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(f^  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 

-  State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1912. 

^        To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

\  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-first  annnal  report 

-  4       of  this  commission,  beinc,"  tlie  twentv-fifth  in  the  series  of 
c       reports  on  the  public  records. 


Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments—  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
137  places:  Andover,  Ashburnliam,  Ashfield,  Athol,  Barn- 
stable, Barre,  Becket,  Bellingham,  Belmont,  Bernardston, 
Blackstone,  Blandford,  Boston,  Bourne,  Brookline,  Buck- 
land,  Burlington,  Charlemont,  Chatham,  Chelmsford,  Ches- 
ter, Chesterfield,  Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dana, 
Deerfield,  Easthampton,  Erving,  Everett,  Eairhaven,  Fal- 
mouth, Florida,  Framingham,  Gardner,  Gill,  Gloucester, 
Goshen,  Gosnold,  Grafton,  Granville,  Greenfield,  Hancock, 
Harwich,  Hatfield,  Ilawley,  Heath,  Holliston,  Hol- 
yoke,  Hopkinton,  Hubi)ardston,  Hudson,  Huntington,  Ips- 
wich, Lanesborougli,  Lee,  Leverett,  Ley  den,  Lowell,  Lynn, 
Maiden,  Marbleliead,  Mashpee,  Medfield,  Medford,  Med- 
way,  Melrose,  ^[endon,  Middlefield,  Millbury,  Millis,  Mil- 
ton, Monroe,  ]\Iontague,  [Montgomery,  Xantucket,  ^N^atick, 
Xew  Ashford,  Xew  Bedford,  Xewburyport,  I^ew  Salem, 
jSTewton,  !N'orthampton,  Korthbridge,  Xorthfield,  Oak  Bluffs, 
Orange,  Otis,  Peru,  Petersham,  Phillipston,  Pittsfield,  Plain- 
field,  Beading,  Bichmoiid,  Bowe,  Ivoyalston,  Bussell,  Salem, 
Sandwich,  Saugus,  Seekonk,  Shelburne,  Sherborn,  Shutes- 
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bury,  Somerville,  Southampton,  South  Iladlcy,  Springfiekl, 
Stoneham,  SunderLand,  Swampscott,  Templeton,  Tolland, 
Tjringham,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield,  Warwick,  Washington, 
Watertown,  Wajland,  Wellesley,  Wendell,  Westfield,  West- 
hampton,  Westminster,  West  Stockbridge,  Whately,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Wilmington,  Winchendon,  Winchester,  Windsor, 
Winthrop,  Woburn,  Worthington  and  Yarmouth.  . 

Action. 

In  nearly  all  of  the  counties,  cities  and  towns  visited  by 
the  commissioner,  and  as  the  result  of  his  ins])ections  and 
recommendations,  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  better 
protection  of  records. 

The  commissioner  has  examined  and  passed  upon  a  num- 
ber of  plans  for  contemplated  buildings,  fireproof  rooms  and 
vaults  for  public  records,  with  their  non-combustible  fittings, 
as  well  as  many  buildings,  rooms  and  vaults  wholly  or  partly 
constructed,  and  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased. 
He  has  also  searched  for,  and  recovered,  some  missing  rec- 
ords; and  has  made  investigations,  and  answered  innumera- 
ble inquiries,  in  a  variety  of  matters  more  or  less  connected 
with  the  department. 

The  perpetual  increase  and  multiplying  of  records,  with 
the  necessity  for  additional  provision  to  be  made  for  their 
protection,  and  the  frequent  changing  of  recording  officers 
and  the  places  of  custody  of  records,  require  constant  atten- 
tion and  supervision  by  the  commissioner. 

Repaieing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during  the 
year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:  Ashfield,  Chelmsford,  Colrain,  Dana,  Everett,  Gay 
Head,  Gloucester,  Granville,  Hancock,  Holliston,  Ipswich, 
Mashpee,  I^ew  Braintree,  ^sTew  Marlborough,  Rockport,  Sud- 
bury, Swansea,  Uxbridge,  Westfield,  West  Springfield  and 
Windsor.  Also,  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  ^Middlesex, 
Plymouth  and  Worcester. 


1913.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


5 


Fires. 

About  5  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  Oct.  18,  1912,  a  fire  did 
considerable  damage  to  the  town  hall  of  Avon,  but  it  did 
not  reach  the  room  where  the  safes  containing  public  records 
were  kept. 

At  9.30  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  'Nov.  7,  1912,  a  fire 
partly  destroyed  the  town  hall  of  East  Bridgewater,  but  the 
town  offices  and  public  records  were  not  in  the  hall  building. 

Public  Documents. 
Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
the  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act :  Acushnet,  Florida, 
Gill,  Halifax,  Harwich,  North  Andover,  E'orth  Eeading, 
Phillipston,  E,aynham,  Richmond,  Sturbridge,  Washington 
and  Wendell. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Andover  (Vol.  II.),  Haverhill  (Vol. 
XL),  Ipswich  (Vol.  II.),  and  isTewbury  (Vols.  I.  and  II.). 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  ^'  Manual,"  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  has  been  revised  and  extended. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  STA]MriNG  Pads. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
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the  several  comities,  cities  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Eibhons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Non-filling-  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Ault  and  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Markwell  Brand  Bkick  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Buyer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink   Company,   First  and  Athenaeum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  111 
West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured    by    Crown    Ribbon    and    Carbon    Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N,  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,   188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 
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Eureka  Brand  S})ecial  Black  Keeord  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Yolger,  Park  Ridge,  N,  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  OHicial  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  G21. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

American  and  How-Ko  B  rands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  S'torms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street,  New 
York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factorj',  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Ilolihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied 
to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin  Avenue, 
Passaic,  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1913. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-second  annual  re- 
port of  this  commission,  being  the  twenty-sixth  in  the  series 
of  reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against  fire 
of  pubhc  records  of  departments  and  institutions  of  the 
Commonwealth,  of  registries,  courts,  and  offices  of  the 
counties,  and  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  cities  and 
towns  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following  147 
places:  Adams,  Agawam,  Amesbury,  Amherst,  Arlington, 
Ashby,  Auburn,  Ayer,  Barnstable,  Belchertown,  Bellingham, 
Bernardston,  Beverly,  Blandford,  Boston,  Boylston,  Bridge- 
water,  Brimfield,  Brockton,  Brookfield,  Brookline,  Cam- 
bridge, Canton,  Charlton,  Chicopee,  Clarksburg,  Clinton, 
Concord,  Danvers,  Dedham,  Deerfield,  Douglas,  Dover, 
Dudley,  East  Longmeadow,  Easton,  Edgartown,  Enfield, 
Fitchburg,  Foxborough,  Framingham,  Franklin,  Gardner, 
Grafton,  Granby,  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Groton,  Hadley, 
Hampden,  Hardwick,  Haverhill,  Holden,  Holland,  Holyoke, 
Hopedale,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Lee,  Leicester,  Leyden, 
Lincoln,  Longmeadow,  Lowell,  Ludlow,  Lunenburg,  Lynn, 
Maiden,  Marlborough,  Medfield,  Medford,  Mendon,  Merri- 
mac,  Middleborough,  Middleton,  Milford,  Monson,  Mont- 
gomery, Nahant,  Natick,  Needham,  New  Braintree,  New- 
bury, Newburyport,  Newton,  Norfolk,  North  Adams, 
North  Andover,  North  Brookfield,  North  Reading,  North- 
ampton, Northborough,  Norwood,  Oakham,  Orange,  Oxford, 
Palmer,  Paxton,  Pclham,  Pepperell,  Pittsfield,  Prescott, 
Princeton,    Russell,    Rutland,    Salem,   Sandwich,  Saugus, 
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Savoy,  Sharon,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Shrewsbury,  Somerville, 
South  Hadley,  Southborough,  Southbridge,  Spencer,  Spring- 
field, Sterling,  Stoughton,  Sturbridge,  Sunderland,  Sutton, 
Taunton,  Templeton,  Tewksbury,  Townsend,  Upton,  Ux- 
bridge,  Wales,  Walpole,  Waltham,  Ware,  Warren,  Webster, 
Weliesley,  West  Boylston,  West  Brookfield,  West  Springfield, 
Westborough,  Westfield,  Westwood,  Wilbraham,  Williams- 
town,  Worcester,  and  Wrentham. 

Legislation. 

A  very  important  measure,  recommended  by  the  State 
Commission  on  Economy  and  Efficiency,  to  enlarge  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  commissioner  by  giving  him  juris- 
diction over  the  public  records  of  the  various  departments 
and  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  addition  to  those 
of  the  counties,  cities  and  towns,  was  enacted  as  chapter 
485  of  the  Acts  of  1913;  and  visits  have  been  made  to  the 
following  places,  under  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act: 
Adams,  Amherst,  Barnstable,  Boston,  Bridgewater,  Cam- 
bridge, Canton,  Concord,  Danvers,  Fitchburg,  Foxborough, 
Framingham,  Gardner,  Gloucester,  Grafton,  Greenfield, 
Haverhill,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Lee,  Lowell,  Lynn,  Med- 
field,  Middleton,  Monson,  Norfolk,  North  Adams,  North 
Reading,  Northampton,  Rutland,  Salem,  Sherborn,  Shirley, 
Taunton,  Templeton,  Tewksbury,  Waltham,  Westborough, 
Westfield,  Worcester,  and  Wrentham.  The  legislation  was 
much  needed,  as  many  valuable  public  records  w^ere  found 
not  to  be  properly  safeguarded  against  fire,  through  igno- 
rance or  misinterpretation  of  the  requirements  of  section  18 
of  chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws. 

Also,  a  measure  to  include  the  commissioner,  in  the  action 
required  to  be  taken  by  trustees  of  public  libraries  desiring 
to  be  relieved  from  receiving  public  documents  distributed 
by  the  Commonwealth,  was  enacted  as  chapter  93  of  the 
Acts  of  1913;  and,  under  its  provisions,  the  commissioner 
has  requested  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  dis- 
continue sending  such  books  as  were  not  desired  in  the 
libraries  of  the  following  towns:  Georgetown,  Granby,  Lake- 
ville, Leverett,  Manchester,  Middlefield,  Warwick,  and  West 
Stockbridge. 
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Action. 

In  many  of  the  places  visited  by  the  commissioner,  and 
as  the  result  of  his  inspections  and  recommendations, 
measures  have  been  or  are  to  be  taken  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  records. 

The  commissioner  has  examined  and  passed  upon  several 
plans  for  contemplated  buildings,  fireproof  rooms  and  vaults, 
with  their  noncombustible  fittings,  and  fireproof  safes  that 
have  been  purchased,  for  the  safeguarding  of  records;  and 
he  also  has  searched  for,  and  recovered,  some  missing 
records. 

Recommendation. 
Because  of  the  additional  work  put  upon  the  department 
by  chapter  485  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  and  as  there  is  but  one 
person  authorized  to  make  inspection  of  the  condition  of  all 
public  records  in  the  various  and  many  offices,  departments 
and  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  counties, 
cities  and  towns,  and  as  it  is  not  possible  for  the  com- 
missioner alone,  apart  from  the  necessary  attendance  in  his 
ofiice,  to  make  the  rounds  oftener  than  once  in  about  three  . 
years,  it  would  seem  advisable,  for  the  greater  efficiency  of 
the  department,  that  it  be  given  a  deputy. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:  Ashby,  Ashfield,  Brimfield,  Carlisle,  Chester,  Dana, 
Everett,  Franklin,  Gosnold,  Haverhill,  Holden,  Lakeville, 
Leverett,  Leyden,  Mendon,  New  Braintree,  Rowe,  Taunton, 
Townsend,  Wendell  and  Whately;  also,  for  the  counties  of 
Barnstable,  Bristol,  Hampden,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and 
Worcester. 

Fire. 

Shortly  after  midnight,  on  Nov.  20,  1913,  an  incendiary 
fire  sHghtly  damaged  the  town  hall  of  Hanover,  but  did  not 
extend  to  the  safes  or  vault  in  which  the  public  records  are 
kept. 
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Public  Documents. 
Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
the  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act:  Barre,  Blandford, 
Dartmouth,  Hancock,  Medfield,  Nantucket,  Savoy,  Scituate, 
Shutesbury,  South  Hadley,  Sutton,  and  Warwick. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Carver,  Duxbury,  Framingham,  Hopkin- 
ton,  Hull,  Newburyport  (Vol.  H.),  Sherborn,  Stow,  and 
Worthington. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "Manual,"  pre- 
•  pared  by  the  commissioner,  has  been  revised  and  extended. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 
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Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Non-filling  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Ault  and  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New  York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets,  Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  111  West 
Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Rrbbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester, 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manuiactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbo'n  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactiired  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

American  and  How-Ko  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Maniifactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co,,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York, 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson  streets, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets,  Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
(Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin  Avenue,  Passaic, 
N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissionku  of  Public  Recokds, 
Statk  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1914. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  hoiior  to  submit  the  twenty-third  aimBal  report 
of  this  commission,  being  the  twenty-seventh  in  the  series  of 
reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against  fire 
of  public  records  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  Common- 
w^ealth,  counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  following  150  places:  Abington,  Acton,  Acushnet, 
Agawam,  Amesbury,  Andover,  Attleborough,  Avon,  Ayer, 
Bedford,  Berkley,  Berlin,  Bernardston,  Beverly,  Billerica, 
Blandford,  Bolton,  Boston,  Boxborough,  Boxford,  Brain- 
tree,  Bridgewater,  Brookline,  Carlisle,  Carver,  Chelmsford, 
Chelsea,  Chester,  Chicopee,  Clinton,  Cohasset,  Concord,  Dan- 
vers,  Dartmouth,  Dedham,  Dighton,  Dracut,  Dunstable,  Dux- 
bury,  East  Bridgewater,  East  Longmeadow,  Easthampton, 
Essex,  Everett,  Eairhaven,  Fall  Biver,  Freetown,  George- 
town, Gloucester,  Granville,  Greenfield,  Groton,  Groveland, 
Halifax,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Harvard, 
Haverhill,  Hingham,  ITolbrook,  Holyoke,  Huntington,  Ips- 
wich, Kingston,  Lawrence,  Lexing-ton,  Leyden,  Littleton, 
Lowell,  Lynn,  Lynnfield,  Manchester,  Mansfield,  Marblehead, 
Marion,  ^larshficld,  ]\rattapoisott,  Mnynard,  Medford,  ]\Iel- 
rose,  Merrimac,  Methuen,  !Middleborough,  ^^Tahant,  ^N'atick, 
jSTew  Bedford,  Xewbury,  ^N'cwburyport,  iv^ewton,  ISTorth 
Andover,  Xorth  Attleborough,  Northampton,  ISJ'orton,  IvTor- 
well,  Peabody,  Pembroke,  Plainville,  Plymouth.  Plympton, 
Quincy,  Randolph,  Baynham,  Behoboth,  Beveve.  Bochoster, 
Eockland,  Bockport,  Bowley,  Bussell,   Salem,  Salisbnry, 
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Saugus,  Scituate,  Seekonk^  Sliaron,  Somerset,  Somerville, 
Southampton,  Southwick,  Springfield,  Stow,  Sudbury, 
Swampscott,  Swansea,  Taunton,  Templeton,  Topsfield, 
Tyngsborougli,  Waltham,  Wareliam,  Watertown,  Wayland, 
Welleslej,  Wenham,  West  Bridgewater,  West  JSTewbury, 
Westfield,  Westford,  Westhampton,  Weston,  Westport,  West- 
wood,  Weymouth,  Whitman,  Wilbraham,  Winthrop,  Woburn, 
and  Worcester. 

Action. 

A  larger  number  of  inspections  than  the  commissioner  has 
yet  made  in  any  previous  year  was  accomplished  by  him  dur- 
ing the  past  fiscal  year,  and  his  recommendations  for  the  bet- 
ter care  and  protection  of  public  records  have  generally  been 
acted  upon. 

The  commissioner  has  also  passed  upon  several  plans  for 
vaults,  with  their  non-combustible  fittings,  and  has  approved 
the  purchase  of  many  fireproof  safes,  for  the  safeguarding  of 
records. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  485  of  the 
Acts  of  1913,  which  was  a  recommendation  of  the  State 
Commission  on  Economy  and  Efficiency  to  give  the  commis- 
sioner supervision  over  the  public  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth, especially  for  their  protection  against  loss  by  fire,  the 
commissioner  in  the  course  of  his  duties  was  instrumental  in 
getting  bills  introduced  into  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  construction  of  fireproof  vaults  in  some  of  the 
State  institutions,  and  the  bills  were  favorably  acted  upon  by 
the  legislative  committee  on  public  institutions,  but  in  every 
instance  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  the  financial 
committee  of  the  Legislature,  reported  adversely,  and  the 
measures  were  rejected,  so  that  the  work  of  the  commissioner 
to  get  the  law  obeyed  was  nullified. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:    Avon,    Dennis,    Franldin,    Haverhill,  I^Tewbury, 
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Plympton,  Eowley,  Shirley,  Southampton,  Sudbury,  Swan- 
sea, and  Westford;  also,  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Hamp- 
den, Hampshire,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and  Worcester. 

FlEES. 

Shortly  before  midnight,  on  Dec.  8,  1913,  a  fire  did  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  auditorium  of  the  town  hall  at  Clin- 
ton, but  the  auditorium  is  separated  from  that  part  of  the 
building  containing  the  town  offices,  and  all  the  public  records 
were  in  fireproof  steel-fitted  vaults  in  the  offices,  so  that  no 
records  were  in  danger. 

At  8.30  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Jan.  8,  1914,  the  build- 
ing at  Dedham  in  which  the  Board  of  Health  has  its  office 
was  damaged  by  fire,  but  the  records  oi  the  Board  were  not 
in  danger. 

At  about  2.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Jan.  16,  1914, 
a  fire  did  considerable  damage  to  the  District  Court  building 
at  Maiden,  but  all  the  records  of  the  court  w^ere  safe  in  a 
fireproof  steel-fitted  vault  which  had  been  constructed  by 
order  of  the  commissioner. 

At  12.45  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Jan.  24,  1914,  a  fire 
was  discovered  in  the  basement  of  the  city  hall  at  Pittsfield, 
followed  by  another  fire  in  the  basement  about  1.30  o'clock, 
and  a  third  fire  about  1.45  o'clock  in  the  office  of  the  asses- 
sors. The  latter  fire  destroyed  the  card  index  (not  a  public 
record)  and  some  of  the  furniture  of  the  assessors,  but  their 
records  were  in  a  steel-fitted  vault  and  were  not  in  danger. 

At  7.30  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  May  27,  1914,  a  fire 
totally  destroyed  the  Weymouth  town  hall  at  East  Wey- 
mouth, but  no  public  records  were  kept  in  the  building. 

Public  Docuaiexts. 
Prior  to  April  9,  1914,  on  Avhich  date  chapter  33G  of  the 
Acts  of  1914  was  approved,  the  following  towns  voted  not  to 
receive  the  series  of  public  documents,  and  their  action  was 
ratified  by  the  commissioner  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
422  of  the  Acts  of  1908:  Ashfield,  Bedford,  Bcllingham, 
Clarksburg,   Dennis,   Hawdey,   Otis,   Eutland,  Tewksbnry, 
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Wales,  and  Ware;  also,  prior  to  April  9,  1914,  the  libraries 
of  the  following  towns  requested,  under  the  provisions,  of 
chapter  93  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  that  the  sending  of  certain 
public  documents  be  discontinued:  Bedford,  Leverett,  ]\Iash- 
pee,  Milton,  Xew  Ashford,  Plympton,  Quincj,  Sheffield,  and 
Winthrop. 

Chapter  336  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  a  measure  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  has  relieved  the 
cities  and  towns  and  the  libraries  from  receiving  such  of  the 
public  document  series  as  they  do  not  wish  to  have. 

Pkinting. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following- 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Abington  (Vols,  I.  and  II.),  Brockton, 
Dunstable,  Kingston,  Reading,  Tewksbury,  Wakefield,  and 
West  Bridgewater. 

The  following  volumes  have  also  been  issued :  — 

Fitclihurg.  —  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg-,  Massa- 
chusetts. A  copy  of  the  records  contained  in  Volume  A,  being- 
Volume  Eight  of  the  printed  Records  of  the  Town.  Compiled  by 
Walter  A.  Davis,  City  Clerk,   Fitchburg,  1913. 

Middlesex  County. —  1.  Index  to  the  Probate  Records  of  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  Massachusetts.  From  December  31,  1870,  to 
January  1,  1910.  Second  Series.  Prepared  under  the  supei^ision 
of  William  E.  Rogers,  Register  of  Probate  and  Insolvency  for  the 
County  of  ^Middlesex.    Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  1912. 

2.  Index  to  the  Probate  Records  of  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
Massachusetts.  First  Series.  From  1G4S  to  1871.  Prepared  under 
the  supervision  of  Samuel  H.  Folsom  and  William  E.  Rogers,  suc- 
cessively Registers  of  Probate  and  Insolvency  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex.    Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  1914. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,'^  in  the  "  Manual,"  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  has  been  revised  and  extended. 
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TYPEWEITE1^  ElBBOIS'S  AM)  STA^LPl^iG  PadS. 

In  accordance  with  tlie  provisions  of  section  0  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Eevised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  nsed  for 
printing  bv  tj'^pewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Connnonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  tlie  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Non-filhng-  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Ault  and  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribljon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenseura  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  111 
West  BroadM'ay,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  Roches- 
ter, N,  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N,  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 


Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Tiox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  Xo.  15S. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Yolger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York, 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T,  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

American  and  How-Ko  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.   Storms  Company,   11  and  13   Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vessey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,   9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads, 
The  Cai'ter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenteum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
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Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Ilolihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

(Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain 
uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin  Avenue, 
Passaic,  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1915. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-fourth  annual 
report  of  this  Commission,  being  the  twenty-eighth  in  the 
series  of  reports  on  the  pubHc  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against 
fire  of  pubHc  records  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  Com- 
monweahh,  counties,  cities,  and  to\yns  has  been  made  during 
the  year  in  the  following  163  places:  Alford,  Amherst, 
Arlington,  Ashburnham,  Ashfield,  Ashland,  Athol,  Auburn, 
Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  Bellingham,  Belmont,  Blackstone, 
Bourne,  Boylston,  Brewster,  Brockton,  Brool<Jfield,  Buckland, 
Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham,  Cheshire,  Chesterfield, 
Chilmark,  Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dana, 
Deerfield,  Dennis,  Douglas,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Edgartown, 
Egremont,  Erving,  Falmouth,  Fitchburg,  Florida,  Foxbor- 
ough,  Framingham,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Gay  Head,  Gill, 
Goshen,  Grafton,  Great  Barrington,  Greenfield,  Hadley, 
Hancock,  Harwich,  Hatfield,  Hawley,  Heath,  Hinsdale,  Hol- 
liston,  Hol^okc,  Ilopedale,  Ilopkinton,  Hubbardston,  Hud- 
son, Hull,  Huntington,  Lancaster,  Lanesborough,  Lee, 
Leicester,  Lenox,  Leominster,  Leverett,  Longmeadow,  Lud- 
low, Lynn,  Maiden,  Mansfield,  Marlborough,  Mashpee,  ]\red- 
ford,  Medway,  Mendon,  Middlefield,  INIilford,  Millbury, 
Millis,  INIilton,  Monroe,  Montague,  ]\Ionterey,  ]\Iount  Wash- 
ington, Natick,  New  Ashford,  New  Braintree,  New  Marl- 
borough, North  Brookfield,  Northampton,  Northbridge, 
Northfield,  Oak  Bluffs,  Oakham,  Orange,  Orleans,  Otis, 
Oxford,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Peru,  Petersham,  Pliillipston, 
Pittsfield,    Plahifield,    Princeton,    Provincetown,  Reading, 
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Richmond,  Rowe,  Royalston,  Russell,  Salem,  Sandisfield, 
Sandwich,  Saugus,  Sheffield,  Shelburne,  South  Hadley, 
Southbridge,  Spencer,  Sterling,  Stockbridge,  Stoneham, 
Sturb  ridge,  Sunderland,  Sutton,  Temple  ton,  Tisbury,  Tol- 
land, Topsfield,  Truro,  Tyringham,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield, 
Waltham,  Warwick,  Washington,  Webster,  Wellfleet,  Wen- 
dell, West  Bridgewater,  W'est  Stockbridge,  West  Tisbury, 
Westminster,  Whately,  Wilbraham,  W^illiamsburg,  Wilming- 
ton, Winchendon,  Winchester,  Windsor,  Worthington,  and 
Yarmouth. 

Action. 

The  commissioner  accomplished  more  inspections  in  the 
past  year  than  have  been  made  in  any  previous  year,  and  has 
passed  upon  a  number  of  plans  for  vaults,  and  approved 
many  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  public  records. 

As  the  result  of  court  proceedings  by  the  commissioner, 
during  the  year,  the  records  of  a  former  tax  collector  of 
Upton  were  put  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk,  as  required 
by  law,  and  the  town  of  Middlefield  procured  a  fireproof 
safe  for  public  records  that  were  not  safeguarded. 

Legislation. 

Several  bills  were  introduced  in  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  relative  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  commis- 
sioner, principally  with  reference  to  the  jurisdiction  given 
him  over  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
especially  for  their  protection  against  fire,  by  chapter  485 
of  the  Acts  of  1913,  as  recommended  by  the  Commission  on 
Economy  and  Efficiency;  and  that  chapter  was  finally 
amended  by  inserting  in  it  the  provision  "that  no  measures 
shall  be  taken  relative  to  the  records  of  the  Commonwealth 
unless  the  same  are  approved  by  the  commission  on  econ- 
omy and  efficiency." 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following 
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places:  Brewster,  Brookfield,  Charlemoiit,  Eastham,  Erv- 
ing,  Harwich,  Hatfield,  New  Braintree,  New  Marlborough, 
Plympton,  Tolland,  Westford,  Worthington,  and  Yarmouth; 
also,  for  the  counties  of  Hampden,  Hampshire,  Middlesex, 
and  Plymouth. 

Fires. 

At  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  5,  1914,  a  fire  partly 
destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Tyringham,  but  no  public  records 
were  kept  in  the  building. 

At  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  April  2,  1915,  a  fire 
was  discovered  in  the  basement  of  the  city  hall  at  Boston, 
underneath  the  office  of  the  Institutions  Registration  De- 
partment, but  no  records  were  damaged. 

Public  Documents. 
Chapter  336  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  a  measure  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  relieve  the  cities 
and  towns  and  the  libraries  from  receiving  such  of  the 
public  document  series  as  they  do  not  wish  to  have,  was 
supplemented  by  a  further  recommendation  of  the  Secretary, 
which  was  enacted  as  chapter  30  of  the  Resolves  of  1915, 
giving  the  cities  and  towns  the  right,  if  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  to  dispose  of  such  volumes 
of  the  series  as  they  may  have  and  do  not  wish  to  keep,  and 
a  number  of  the  towns  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Amesbury,  Cambridge  (Vol.  L),  Chelms- 
ford, Heath,  Rochester  (Vols.  I.  and  II.),  and  Tyngsborough. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "Manual,"  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  has  been  extended. 
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State  Standard  Ink. 
Section  7,  chapter  35,  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  "the 
commissioner  shall  from  time  to  time  advertise  for  proposals 
to  furnish  .  .  .  ink  of  a  standard,"  and  that  "the  ink  so 
furnished,  before  being  accepted  by  him,  shall  be  examined 
by  a  chemist,"  but  it  does  not  name  any  definite  limit  of 
time  for  such  advertising,  or  make  any  specific  provision  for 
the  expense  of  advertising  and  for  the  chemical  examina- 
tions, so  the  present  commissioner  has  not  taken  any  action 
under  it.  It  would,  relieve  the  commissioner  if  a  limit  of 
time  were  set,  and  provision  made  for  covering  the  expenses 
involved. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbojis. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Non-filling  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Ault  and  W'iborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ri])bon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenajum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
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Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ilibbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N,  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
-    .    N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  II  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 
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American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Ivccord  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  055. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vcsey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  and  Premier  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Comi^any,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  T>"pewriter  Company's  Black 
Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 


HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Becords, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  30,  1916. 

To  the  Ho7iorable  Senale  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-fifth  annual  report 
of  this  Commission,  being  the  twenty-ninth  in  the' series  of 
reports  on  the  pubHc  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  .and  protection  against  fire 
of  public  records  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  Common- 
wealth, counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  following  165  places:  Abington,  Acton,  Acushnet, 
Adams,  Amherst,  Andover,  Ashby,  Ashland,  Attleboro,  Avon, 
Ayer,  Bedford,  Belchertown,  Berkley,  Berlin,  Billerica,  Bol- 
ton, Boxbdrough,  Boxford,  Braintree,  Brimfield,  Burlington, 
Canton,  Carlisle,  Carver,  Chester,  Chicopee,  Clarksburg, 
Cohasset,  Concord,  Danvers,  Dartmouth,  Dighton,  Dover, 
Dracut,  Dunstable,  Duxbury,  East  Bridgewatcr,  East  Long- 
meadow,  Easton,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Fall  River,  Fitchburg, 
Foxborough,  Framingham,  Freetown,  Georgetown,  Gosnold, 
Grafton,  Granby,  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Groton,  Groveland, 
Halifax,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Hardwick,  Harvard,  Haverhill, 
Hingham,  Holbrook,  Holden,  Holland,  Holyoke,  Hudson, 
Hull,  Huntington,  Ipswich,  Kingston,  Lakeville,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Littleton,  Lowell,  Ludlow,  Lunenburg,  Lynn,  Lynn- 
field,  Mansfield,  Marion,  Marlborough,  Marshfield,  IVIatta- 
poisett,  Maynard,  Medfield,  Mcthucn,  Middleborough,  ]\Iid- 
dleton,  Monson,  Montgomery,  Needham,  New  Bedford,  New 
Salem,  Newbury,  Newburyport,  Newton,  Norfolk,  North 
Adams,  North  Andover,  North  Attleborough,  North  Reading, 
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Northborough,  Norton,  Norwell,  Norwood,  Palmer,  Pelham, 
Pembroke,  Pepperell,  Plainville,  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Raynham,  Rehoboth,  Rochester, 
Rockland,  Rowley,  Rutland,  Salisbury,  Saugus,  Savoy, 
Scituate,  Seekonk,  Sharon,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Shrewsbury, 
Shutesbury,  Somerset,  Southampton,  Southborough,  Spring- 
field, Stoughton,  Stow,  Sudbury,  Swansea,  Taunton,  Tewks- 
bury,  Townsend,  Tyngsborough,  Wales,  Walpole,  Ware, 
Wareham,  Warren,  WY^lesley,  West  Boylston,  West  Brook- 
field,  West  Newbury,  West  Springfield,  Westborough,  West- 
field,  Westford,  Westhampton,  Westport,  Weymouth,  Whit- 
man, Williamstown,  Worcester,  and  Wrentham. 

Action. 

Still  more  inspections  were  made  by  the  Commissioner  in 
the  past  year  than  have  been  made  in  any  previous  year, 
and  he  has  passed  upon  a  number  of  plans  for  vaults,  and 
approved  many  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased,  for 
the  protection  of  public  records. 

Also,  under  an  order  of  the  last  General  Court,  the  Com- 
missioner assisted  the  legislative  committee  on  State  House 
and  Libraries  in  making  a  complete  survey  of  the  public 
records  in  the  offices  of  the  State  House  and  in  formulating 
recommendations  in  connection  with  them. 

As  the  result  of  court  proceedings  by  the  Commissioner, 
the  second  Book  of  the  Commoners  (Proprietors)  of  the 
Middle  Division  of  Marblehead,  which  was  in  private  hands, 
was  turned  over  to  that  town. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:  Chester,  Freetown,  I  lard  wick,  Holden,  Holland, 
Lynnfield,  Norfolk,  Rehoboth,  Rutland,  Sandisfield,  and  West 
Brookfield;  also,  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Hampden, 
Middlesex,  Plymouth,  Suffolk,  and  Worcester. 
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Fires. 

Shortly  before  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Jan.  2,  1916, 
a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  town  hall  of  Middleborough, 
which  did  some  damage,  but  no  records  were  in  danger,  as 
they  were  safeguarded.  ' 

Soon  after  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  15,  1916,  a 
fire  occurred  in  the  Brattle  Square  Municipal  Building  at 
Cambridge,  but  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  was  the 
only  record-keeping  official  in  the  building,  and  his  records 
were  not  in  danger. 

About  5.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  March  2,  1916,  a  fire 
partly  destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Holbrook,  but  it  did  not 
reach  the  town  offices  where  the  records  were  in  a  fireproof 
vault  and  safe. 

At  11.10  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Sept.  27,  1916,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  old  high  school  building  at  Maynard,  where 
the  records  of  the  school  committee  were  kept  in  a  fireproof 
safe  which  had  been  purchased  by  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  which  saved  its  contents.  Another  safe  has  since 
been  procured. 

Public  Documents. 
Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  30  of  the  Resolves  of 
1915,  the  Commissioner  has  approved  of  the  disposal  of  the 
printed  series  by  a  number  of  the  cities  and  towns. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Boxborough,  Bridgewater  (Vols.  1. 
and  II.),  Burlington,  Cambridge  (Vol.  II.),  New  Ashford, 
Richmond,  Salisbury,  and  Westford. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  ''Manual," 
prepared  by  the  Commissioner,  has  been  extended. 
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Typewkiter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  AthenjEum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y.  i 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Ilarrisburg,  Pa. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 


Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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Little's  vSatin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Kecord  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Tj^pewTiter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  11.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. . 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  and  Visible  Brands,  Black  Record 
Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 
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Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athena3um  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company's  Black 
Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 


HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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OFFitJE  OP  THE  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1917. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-sixth  annual  report 
of  this  Commission,  being  the  thirtieth  in  the  series  of  re- 
ports on  the  pubhc  records. 

Inspections. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against  fire 
of  pubHc  records  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  Common- 
wealth, counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  following  175  places,  a  greater  number  than  has 
ever  been  covered  previously:  Agawam,  Alford,  Amesbury, 
Arlington,  Ashburnham,  Ashfield,  Athol,  Auburn,  Barnstable, 
Barre,  Becket,  Bellingham,  Belmont,  Bernardston,  Beverly, 
Blackstone,  Blandford,  Bourne,  Brewster,  Brimfield,  Brook- 
field,  Brookline,  Buckland,  Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham, 
Chelmsford,  Chelsea,  Cheshire,  Chesterfield,  Chicopee,  Chil- 
mark,  Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dana,  Deer- 
field,  Dennis,  Douglas,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Easthampton, 
Edgartown,  Egremont,  Erving,  Essex,  Everett,  Falmouth, 
Florida,  Foxborough,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Gay  Head,  Gill, 
Gloucester,  Goshen,  Grafton,  Granville,  Great  Barrington, 
Greenfield,  Hadley,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Hancock,  Harwich, 
Hatfield,  Haverhill,  Hawley,  Heath,  Hinsdale,  Holliston,  Hop- 
kinton,  Hubbardston,  Huntington,  Lanesborough,  Lawrence, 
Lee,  Leicester,  Lenox,  Leverett,  Lexington,  Leyden,  Long- 
meadow,  Lowell,  Manchester,  Mansfield,  Mashpee,  INIedway, 
Melrose,  Merrimac,  Middlefield,  Millbury,  Millis,  Millvillc, 
Monroe,  Montague,  Monterey,  Mount  Washington,  Nan- 
tucket, Natick,  New  Ashford,  New  Braintree,  New  Marl- 
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borough,  Newton,  North  Brookfield,  Northampton,  North- 
bridge,  Northfield,  Oak  Biiift's,  Oakham,  Orange,  Orleans, 
Otis,  Oxford,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Peru,  Petersham,  Phillipston, 
Pittsfield,  Plainfield,  Provincetown,  Richmond,  Rockport, 
Rowe,  Royalston,  Russell,  Salem,  Sandisficld,  Sandwich, 
Sheffield,  Shelburne,  South  Hadley,  Southbridge,  Southwick, 
Spencer,  Stockbridge,  Stoneham,  Sturbridge,  Sunderland, 
Sutton,  Templeton,  Tisbury,  Tolland,  Truro,  Tyringham, 
Upton,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield,  Wales,  Warwick,  Washington, 
Watertown,  Wayland,  Webster,  Wellficet,  Wendell,  Wenham, 
West  Brookfield,  West  Stockbridge,  West  Tisbury,  West- 
field,  Westminster,  Whately,  Wilbraham,  Williamsburg, 
Winchendon,  Winchester,  Windsor,  Woburn,  Worcester, 
Worthington,  Wrentham,  and  Yarmouth. 

Action. 

As  the  result  of  inspections  and  recommendations  by  the 
Commissioner,  measures  have  been  -taken,  in  many  of  the 
places  visited,  for  the  better  care  and  protection  of  records; 
and  he  has  passed  upon  several  plans  for  the  construction 
and  enlargement  of  vaults,  and  has  also  approved  a  number 
of  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased,  in  compliance 
with  the  law. 

Legislation. 

A  measure  of  interest  to  record-keeping  officials  of  cities 
and  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  was  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture during  the  year,  being  chapter  19  of  the  General  Acts 
of  1917,  and  is  as  follows:  — 

The  words  "in  books"  wherever  they  occur  in  the  Revised  Laws 
relating  to  the  records  of  cities  and  towns  shall  not  be  held  to  prohibit 
the  making  of  such  records  on  separate  or  loose  leaves:  provided,  that 
such  leaves  shall  be  bound  in  a  permanent  book  upon  the  completion 
of  the  record  of  a  sufficient  number  of  them  to  make  an  ordinary 
volume. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  for  the  following 
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places:  Buckland,  Conway,  Edgartown,  Everett,  Haverhill, 
Middlefield,  Royalston,  Stoneham,  Warwick,  Webster,  Welles- 
ley,  and  Wendell;  also  for  the  counties  of  Hampden,  Hamp- 
shire, Middlesex,  Plymouth,  Suffolk,  and  Worcester. 

Fires. 

At  4.40  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  4,  1917,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  building,  on  Nason  Street  in  Maynard,  in 
which  the  tow^n  treasurer  had  his  office  and  kept  his  records, 
but  the  records  were  in  a  fireproof  safe,  purchased  in  1915 
by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  and  were  not  damaged. 

Shortly  after  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  March  19,  1917, 
a  fire  did  considerable  damage  to  the  building  at  Gloucester 
in  which  the  Eastern  Essex  District  Court  is  located,  but 
all  the  court  records  were  in  a  steel-fitted  vault  and  were  not 
in  danger. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Chelsea,  West  Bridgewater,  Gloucester 
(Vol.  L),  Granville,  Greenfield,  Salem  (Vol.  I.),  and  Uxbridge, 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 
At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "Manual,"  has 
been  extended  by  the  Commissioner. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  iVcts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 
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The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenajum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

.  Official  A  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Carbon  Paper  Company,  Tallmans,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Pi,ecord  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 


Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Millcr-Bryant-Picrce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 
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Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewiter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Peerless  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Peerless  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Manufacturing  Company, 

113  West  Broadway,  New  York. 
» 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brookljm, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Allwrite  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  John  H.  Sperry,  146-150  Oliver  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
_  New  York. 

Underwood's  J^ack  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
Streets,  Piiiladelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  Visible,  and  Royal  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

• 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 
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Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenajum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company's  Black 
Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 


HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioxer  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston-,  Dec.  31,  1918. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-seventh  annual  re- 
port of  this  Commission,  being  the  thirty-first  in  the  series  of 
reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspections. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  condition,  and  protection 
against  fire  of  the  public  records  of  departments  and  offices 
of  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  following  187  places:  Abington,  Acton,  Acush- 
net,  Amesbury,  Amherst,  Andover,  Ashburnham,  Ash  by, 
Ashland,  Attleboro,  Avon,  Ayer,  Bedford,  Belchertovv'n, 
Berkley,  Berlin,  Billerica,  Bolton,  Boston,  Boxborough,  Box- 
ford,  Boylston,  Braintree,  Bridgewater,  Brimfield,  Brockton, 
Burlington,  Canton,  Carlisle,  Carver,  Chelmsford,  Chicopee, 
Clinton,  Cohasset,  Concord,  Dan  vers,  Dighton,  Dover,  Dra- 
cut,  Dunstable,  Duxbury,  East  Bridgewater,  East  Long- 
meadow,  Easton,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Fall  .  River,  Fitch  burg, 
Framingham,  Freetown,  Georgetown,  Granby,  Greenwich, 
Groton,  Groveland,  Hadley,  Halifax,  FLanover,  Hanson, 
Hardwick,  Harvard,  Haverhill,  Hingham,  Holbrook,  Ilolden, 
Holland,  Ilolliston,  Holyoke,  Hopedalc,  Hopkinton,  Hudson, 
Hull,  Huntington,  Ipswich,  Kingston,  Lakeville,  Lanccnster, 
Lawrence,  Leominster,  Lincoln,  Littleton,  Lowell,  Ludlow, 
Lunenburg,  Lynn,  Lynnfield,  Maiden,  Mansfield,  Marl.le- 
head,  Marion,  Marlborough,  jNIarshficld,  Mattapoisett,  ]\Lay- 
nard,  Medfield,  Medway,  Mendon,  IMerrimac,  Methucn, 
Middlcborough,  iNIiddleton,  Milford.  Millis,  Milton,  ]\Ion- 
son,  Nahant,   Natick,  Needham,   New  Salem,  Newbury, 
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Nevvburyport,  Norfolk,  North  And  over,  North  Attlcbor- 
ough,  North  Reading,  Northampton,  Northborongh,  Norton, 
Norwell,  Norwood,  Palmer,  Peabody,  Pelham,  Pembroke, 
Pepperell,  Plainville,  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Prescott,  Prinee- 
ton,  Qumcy,  Randolph,  Rayiiham,  Reading,  Rehoboth, 
Revere,  Rochester,  Rockland,  Rov/lcy,  Rutland,  Salem,  Salis- 
bury, Saugus,  Scituate,  Scekonk,  Sharon,  Sherborn,  Shirley, 
Shrewsbury,  Shutesbury,  Somerset,  Somerville,  South  Ilad- 
ley,  Southborough,  Sprhigfield,  Sterling,  Stoughton,  Stow, 
Sudbury,  Swampscott,  S^vansea,  Taunton,  Tewksbury,  Tops- 
field,  Townsend,  Tyngsborough,  Wales,  Walpole,  Waltliam, 
Ware,  Wareham,  Warren,  Wellcsley,  West  Boylston,  West 
Bridgewater,  West  Newbury,  West  Springfield,  Westborough, 
Westford,  Westminster,  Weston,  Weymouth,  Whitman,  Wil- 
braham,  Wilmington,  Winthrop,  and  Worcester. 

Action. 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  and  the  difiiculty  and  expense  of 
getting  fireproof  materials,  the  Commissioner  during  the 
year  recommended  strict  economy  and  the  utilizing  of  every- 
thing that  was  available,  so  that  only  such  measures  were 
taken,  as  were  absolutely  necessary;  but  he  passed  upon 
several  plans  for  the  construction  of  fireproof  quarters,  and 
approved  a  number  of  safes  that  were  purchased,  for  the 
protection  of  records. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated,  restored,  or  bound 
during  the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company, 
in  nearly  every  instance  by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  for 
the  following  places:  Carver,  Duxbury,  Granby,  Groveland, 
Haverhill,  JVIerrimac,  Pembroke,  Plymouth,  Somerset,  Swan- 
sea, Tewksbury,  and  Topsfield;  also  for  the  counties  of 
Bristol,  Hampden,  Hampshire,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and 
Worcester. 

Fires. 

About  2.30  o'clock  hi  the  morning  of  Dec.  24,  1917,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  town  hall  at  West  Boylston,  but  the  town 
records  were  in  a  fireproof  steel-fitted  vault,  and  were 
preserved. 
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At  3.15  o'clock  in  the  mornin.f::  of  Feb.  3,  1918,  a  fire  de- 
stroyed the  town  building  at  West  Medway,  in  which  the 
town  records  were  kept  in  a  fireproof  steel-fitted  vault  con- 
structed by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  and  in  two  fireproof 
safes,  so  that  nothing  was  lost. 

At  3.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Oct.  13,  1918,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Tewkshury,  but  a  vault  which  had 
been  made  fireproof  and  steel-fitted  by  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  a  fireproof  safe,  saved  the  town  records. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  and  distributed  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Carlisle,  Charlemont, 
Coll  asset,  Hardwick,  Harvard,  Milford,  Northbridge,  Salem 
(Vol.  11.),  Shirley,  Stoneham,  West  Newbury,  Westport,  and 
Windsor. 

As  that  act  was  repealed  by  chapter  16  of  the  General  Acts 
of  1918,  to  take  effect  on  December  1,  no  further  records 
will  be  issued. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriter  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made  by 
any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for  use 
upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the 
several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of  any 
other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  connec- 
tion with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad,  or  ink. 

Typemiter  Ribbons, 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  ^Vincrican  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Roclicster,  N.  Y. 

Markwcll  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  W^illiam  Street,  New 
York. 
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Carter's  Black  Record  TypcAvriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Coiupany,  First  and  Athcnajuin  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ri])l)on  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  Wpst  Broadwaj',  New  York. 

« 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Official  A  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Carlson  Paper  Company,  Tallmans,  N.  Y. 


Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 
,  Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  IManufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  ISS  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company-,  Aurora,  III. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Peerless  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Peerless  C;>rbon  and  Ribbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
113  \^'cst  Jiroadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribl^on. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
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Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ilibbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Allwrite  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  John  H.  Sperry,  146-150  Oliver  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  vStandard  Carbon  and  Ilibbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  [Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655, 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  SO  .Vescy  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ilibbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  Visible,  and  Royal  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons. 

,  Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenajum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactvired  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company's  Black 
Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactiued  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volgcr  Maimfacturing  Company,  29  Franklin 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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®l)e  Commoutucaltl)  of  illa00acl)U0dt0 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Nov.  30,  1919. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-eighth  annual 
report  of  this  Commission,  being  the  thirty-second  in  the 
series  of  reports  on  the  pubHc  records. 

Inspections. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  condition  and  protection 
against  fire  of  the  public  records  of  the  departments  and 
offices  of  the  counties,  cities  and  towns  has  been  made  dur- 
ing the  eleven  months  ended  this  day  in  the  following  192 
places:  Adams,  Agawam,  Alford,  Arlington,  Ashburnham, 
Ashfield,  Athol,  Auburn,  Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  Belling- 
ham,  Belmont,  Bernardston,  Beverly,  Blackstone,  Blandford, 
Bourne,  Brewster,  Brookfield,  Brookline,  Buckland,  Cam- 
bridge, Carlisle,  Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham,  Chelsea, 
Cheshire,  Chester,  Chesterfield,  Chilmark,  Clarksburg,  Col- 
rain,  Concord,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dana,  Dart- 
mouth, Dedham,  Deerfield,  Dennis,  Douglas,  Dudley,  East 
Longmeadow,  Eastham,  Easthampton,  Edgartown,  Egre- 
mont,  Erving,  Essex,  Everett,  Fairhaven,  Falmouth,  Florida, 
Foxborough,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Gay  Head,  Georgetown, 
Gill,  Gloucester,  Goshen,  Grafton,  Granby,  Granville,  Great 
Barrington,  Greenfield,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Hancock, 
Harwich,  Hatfield,  Haverhill,  Ilawley,  Heath,  Hinsdale, 
Holyoke,  Hopedale,  Ilubbardston,  Hull,  Huntington,  Lanes- 
borough,  Lee,  Leicester,  Lenox,  Leverett,  Lexington,  Leyden, 
Longmeadow,    Manchester,    Mansfield,    Mashpee,  Matta- 
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poisett,  Medford,  Melrose,  Mendon,  Middlcfield,  Milford, 
Millbury,  Millville,  Monroe,  Montague,  -Monterey,  Mont- 
gomery, Mount  Washington,  Nantucket,  Natick,  New 
Ashford,  New  Bedford,  New  Braintree,  New  Marlborough, 
Newton,  North  Adams,  North  Brookfield,  Northampton, 
Northbridge,  Northfield,  Oak  Bluffs,  Oakham,  Orange, 
Orleans,  Otis,  Oxford,  Paxton,  Peru,  Petersham,  Phillipston, 
Pittsfield,  Plainfield,  Provincetown,  Richmond,  Rockport, 
Rowe,  Royalston,  Russell,  Salem,  Sandisfield,  Sandwich, 
Savoy,  Sheffield,  Shelburne,  South  Hadley,  Southampton, 
Southbridge,  Southwick,  Spencer,  Springfield,  Stockbridge, 
Stoneham,  Sturbridge,  Sunderland,  Sutton,  Templeton, 
Tisbury,  Tolland,  Truro,  Tyringham,  Upton,  Uxbridge, 
Wakefield,  Walpole,  Warwick,  Washington,  Watertown, 
Wayland,  Webster,  Wellfleet,  Wendell,  Wenham,  West 
Brookfield,  West  Springfield,  W^est  Stockbridge,  Westfield, 
Westhampton,  Westminster,  Westport,  West  Tisbury,  West- 
wood,  Whately,  Williamsburg,  Williamstown,  Winchendon, 
Winchester,  Woburn,  Worcester,  Worthington,  Wrentham, 
and  Yarmouth. 

Of  these  inspections,  159  were  made  by  the  late  Commis- 
sioner Henry  E.  Woods,  and  the  remaining  33  by  the  present 
Commissioner, 

Action. 

The  continued  excessively  high  cost  of  fireproof  materials 
and  labor  caused  the  Commissioner  to  recommend  the 
strictest  economy  and  the  utilizing  of  everything  available, 
so  that  only  such  measures  were  taken  as  seemed  absolutely 
necessary;  he  did,  however,  pass  upon  several  plans  for  the 
construction  of  fireproof  quarters,  and  approved  a  number 
of  safes  that  were  purchased  for  the  protection  of  records. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated,  restored,  or  bound 
during  the  eleven  months  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving 
Company,  in  many  instances  by  order  of  the  Conunissioner, 
for  the  following  places:  13()xford,  Ilubbardston,  New 
Marlborough,  Northbridge,  Richmond,  Truro,  and  Wellfleet; 
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also  records  from  the  city  clerk's  office  at  Haverhill  and  the 
town  clerk's  office  at  Plymouth;  also  for  the  counties  of 
Franklin,  Hampshire,  and  Plymouth. 

Fire. 

About  3.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Jan.  10,  1919,  a 
fire  destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Chatham,  but  the  records, 
which  were  in  three  fireproof  safes,  were  intact,  though  the 
bindings  of  the  books  were  somewhat  shriveled  by  the  heat. 

Death  of  the  Late  Commissioner. 
On  the  morning  of  Oct.  11,  1919,  the  body  of  Henry  E. 
Woods  was  found  on  the  floor  of  his  bathroom  in  the  Hotel 
Weldon  at  Greenfield,  where  he  had  gone  on  a  tour  of 
inspection  of  towns  in  that  vicinity.  Death  was  attributed 
to  angina  pectoris  by  the  physician  who  viewed  the  remains. 
In  the  death  of  Mr.  Woods  the  Commonwealth  loses  a 
capable,  efficient,  and  conscientious  official.  He  was  en- 
thusiastically devoted  to  his  duties  in  the  preservation  of 
the  public  records;  strict  in  his  enforcement  of  the  laws, 
yet  so  tactful  that  he  did  not  antagonize  the  officials  with 
whom  he  had  to  deal.  During  the  twelve  years  of  his 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  office  the  condition  of 
the  public  records  showed  marked  improvement. 

Abolition  of  this  Department. 
Chapter  350  of  the  General  Acts  of  1919,  Part  III,  section 
24,  approved  July  23,  1919,  abolishes  the  Department  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  and  transfers  its 
powers  and  duties  to  the  Department  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  who  is  to  appoint  a  Supervisor  of 
Public  Records  to  perform  the  duties  connected  with  the 
office. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriter  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made  by 
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any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of 
the  several .  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use 
of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical,  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad,  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Peau-de-soie  Silk  and  Non-filling  Brands  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  the  Ault  &  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  Oliio. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester, 
N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street, 
New  York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Recojd  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fifsher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Official  A  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Carbon  Paper  Company,  Tallmans,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imi>erial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kco  Lox  Munufucturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Hecord  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by   Manifold   Supplies   Company,  188   Third  Avenue, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Monogram  and  Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Peerless  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Peerless  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, 113  West  Broadway,  New  York.  . 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

All  write  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  John  H.  Sperry,  146-150  Oliver  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 


Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thonn)Son 
Streets,  Phihidcli)hia,  Pa. 
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Paragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  Visible,  and  Royal  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Com- 
pany, Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Slamping  Pads, 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenajum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninkcd  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company's  Black 
Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Com- 
pany, Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

FRANK  S.  PERKINS, 

Commissioner. 
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Depaktment  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  6,  1921. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

The  consolidation  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
Commonwealth  transferred  the  duties  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Records  to  the  Supervisor  of  Public  Records  of 
the  Department  of  the  Secretary  of  the'  Commonwealth. 

This  report  was  prepared  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  Mr.  Louis  A.  Phillips,  Supervisor  of  Public  Records. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  P.  LANGTRY, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Department  of  the  Secretary,  Division  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Nov.  30*  1920. 

Hon.  Albert  P.  Langtry,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  State  House, 

Boston. 

Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  first  annual  report 
of  this  division,  being  the  thirty-third  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Inspections. 

Inspections  of  the  care,  custody,  condition  and  protection 
against  fire  of  the  public  records,  of  the  departments  and 
offices  of  the  counties,  cities  and  towns  has  been  made 
during  the  year  ended  this  day  in  tlie  following  352  places: 
Abington,  Acton,  Acushnet,  Adams,  Agawam,  Alford,  Ames- 
bury,  Amherst,  Andover,  Arlington,  Ashburnham,  Ashby, 
Ashfield,  Ashland,  Athol,  Attleboro,  Auburn,  Avon,  Ayer, 
Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  Bedford,  Belchertown,  Belling- 
ham,  Belmont,  Berkley,  Berlin,  Bernardston,  Beverly,  Bill- 
erica,  Blackstone,  Blandford,  Bolton,  Bourne,  Boxborough, 
Boxford,  Boylston,  Braintree,  Brewster,  Bridgewater,  Brim- 
field,  Brockton,  Brookfield,  Brookline,  Buckland,  Burling- 
ton, Cambridge,  Canton,  Carlisle,  Carver,  Charlemont, 
Charlton,  Chatham,  Chelmsford,  Chelsea,  Cheshire,  Chester, 
Chesterfield,  Chicopee,  Cliilmark,  Clarksburg,  Clinton,  Co- 
hasset,  Colrain,  Concord,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton, 
Dana,  Danvers,  Dartmouth,  Dedham,  Deerfield,  Dennis, 
Dighton,  Douglas,  Dover,  Dracut,  Dudley,  Dunstable, 
Duxbury,  East  Bridgewatcr,  East  Brookfield,  East  Long- 
meadow,  Eastham,  Easthampton,  Easton,  Edgartown, 
Egremont,  Enfield,  Erving,  Essex,  Everett,  Eairhaven, 
Fall  River,  Falmouth,  Fitchbiu-g,  Florida,  Foxborough, 
Framingham,    Franklin,    Freetown,    Gardner,    Ga}  Head, 
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Georgetown,  Gill,  Gloucester,  Goshen,  Grafton,  Granby, 
Granville,  Great  Barrington,  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Groton, 
Groveland,  Hadley,  Halifax,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Hancock, 
Hanover,  Hanson,  Hardwick,  Harvard,  Harwich,  Hatfield, 
Haverhill,  Hawley,  Heath,  Hingham,  Hinsdale,  Holbrook, 
Holden,  Holland,  Holliston,  Holyoke,  Hopedale,  Hopkinton, 
Hubbardston,  Hudson,  Hull,  Huntington,  Ipswich,  Kings- 
ton, Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Lanesborough,  Lawrence,  Lee, 
Leicester,  Lenox,  Leominster,  Leverett,  Lexington,  Leyden, 
Lincoln,  Littleton,  Longmeadow,  Lowell,  Ludlow,  Lunen- 
burg, Lynn,  Lynnfield,  Maiden,  Manchester,  Mansfield,  * 
Marblehead,  Marion,  Marlborough,  Marshfield,  Mashpee, 
Mattapoisett,  INIaynard,  Medfield,  Medford,  Medway,  Mel- 
rose, Mendon,  Merrimac,  Methuen,  Middleborough,  Middle- 
field,  Middleton,  Milford,  Miflbury,  MiUis,  Millville,  IVIil- 
ton,  Monroe,  Monson,  Montague,  Monterey,  Montgomery, 
Mount  Washington,  Nahant,  Nantucket,  Natick,  Needham, 
New  Ashford,  New  Bedford,  New  Braintree,  New  Marl- 
borough, New  Salem,  Newbury,  Newburyport,  Newton, 
Norfolk,  North  Adams,  North  Andover,  North  Attlebor- 
ough,  North  Brookfield,  North  Reading,  Northampton, 
Northborough,  Northbridge,  Northfield,  Norton,  Nor  well, 
Norwood,  Oak  Bluffs,  Oakham,  Orange,  Orleans,  Otis,  Ox- 
ford, Palmer,  Paxton,  Peabody,  Pelham,  Pembroke,  Pep- 
perell,  Peru,  Petersham,  Phillipston,  Pittsfield,  Plainfield, 
Plainville,  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Prescott,  Princeton,  Prov- 
incetown,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Raynham,  Reading,  Reho- 
both.  Revere,  Richmond,  Rochester,  Rockland,  Rockport, 
Rowe,  Rowley,  Royalston,  Russell,  Rutland,  Salem,  Salis- 
bury, Sandisficld,  Sandwich,  Saugus,  Savoy,  Scituate,  See- 
konk,  Sharon,  SheflSeld,  Shelburne,  Sherborn,  Shirley, 
Shrewsbury,  Shutesbury,  Somerset,  Somerville,  South 
Hadley,  Southampton,  Southborough,  Southbridge,  South- 
wick,  Spencer,  Springfield,  Sterling,  Stockbridge,  Stoneham, 
Stoughton,  Stow,  Sturbridge,  Sudbury,  Sunderland,  Sutton, 
Swampscott,  Swansea,  Taunton,  Templeton,  Tewksbury, 
Tisbury,  Tolland,  Toi)sfield,  Townsend,  Truro,  Tyngsbor- 
ough,  Tyringham,  Upton,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield,  Wales, 
Walpole,   Waltham,   Ware,   Wareham,   Warren,  Warwick, 
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Washington,  Watertown,  Wayland,  Webster,  Welles!  ey, 
Wellfleet,  Wendell,  Wenliam,  West  Bridgewater,  West 
Brookfield,  West  Newbury,  West  Springfield,  West  Stock- 
bridge,  West  Tisbury,  Westborough,  Westfield,  Westford, 
Westhampton,  Westminster;  Weston,  Westport,  Westwood, 
Weymouth,  Whately,  Whitman,  Wilbraham,  Williamsburg, 
Williamstown,  Wilmington,  Winchendon,  Winchester,  Wind- 
sor, Winthrop,  Woburn,  Worcester,  Worthington,  Wrentham 
and  Yarmouth. 

Of  these  inspections  180  were  made  by  my  predecessor 
Col.  Frank.  S.  Perkins,  and  172  by  the  present  Supervisor. 

New  Town  Halls. 
No  new  town  halls  have  been  built  during  the  year,  but 
in  several  places,  notably  Athol  and  Gardner,  by  vote  of 
the  towns,  plans  are  being  prepared  for  buildings  to  serve 
as  memorials  to  soldiers  and  sailors  as  well  as  for  town 
offices. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  and  plans  have  been  repaired,  renovated,  restored 
or  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving 
Company  for  the  towns  of  Chatham,  Great  Barrington, 
Norfolk,  Salisbury  and  Sudbury,  and  for  the  registries  of 
deeds  of  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Franklin,  Hampden, 
Middlesex,  Plymouth  and  Worcester. 

Fires. 

On  July  22,  1920,  the  house  of  the  town  clerk  at  North- 
field  was  struck  by  lightning  and  burned.  The  only  book 
outside  the  safe,  that  of  the  Registrar  of  Voters,  was  de- 
stroyed, but  fortunately  it  could  be  and  was  replaced  by 
a  new  one. 

On  Sept.  1,  1920,  the  house  of  the  town  clerk  at  Middle- 
field  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  the  safe  in  which  he  kept 
his  current  records  preserved  the  contents  intact. 

On  the  evening  of  Oct.  9,  1920,  a  fire  badly  damaged  the 
town  hall  at  Ipswicli,  in  which  also  are  the  quarters  of  the 
Third  District  Court  of  Eastern  Essex.    No  records  were 
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damaged  except  bindings  of  law  books  in  the  district  court 
room,  and  the  town  clerk's  office  which  were  blackened  by 
smoke,  but  the  printed  pages  were  not  defaced. 

On  Nov.  4,  1920,  the  town  clerk's  office  was  burned  out 
at  Wrentham.  On  opening  the  safe  all  books  and  papers 
were  found  in  perfect  condition. 

On  Nov.  29,  1920,  the  buildings  of  the  town  clerk  of 
Rehoboth  were  burned  and  one  of  the  town  safes  was  badly 
damaged,  but  no  records  were  injured,  only  the  bindings  on 
two  or  three  books  being  defaced.  The  selectmen  promptly 
secured  a  new  safe  of  standard  make  to  replace  the  old 
one. 

Change  of  Supervisor. 
Col.  Frank  S.  Perkins,  the  first  Supervisor  of  this  division, 
filled  the  office  from  its  establishment,  Dec.  1,  1919,  until 
May,  1920,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a  more  lucrative 
position. 

The  present  incumbent,  for  several  years  in  charge  of  the 
legislative  reference  department  of  the  State  Library,  was 
appointed  Supervisor  to  succeed  Col.  Perkins,  and  began 
his  duties  June  15,  1920. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriter  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made  by 
any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical,  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 
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Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Peau-de-soie  Silk  and  Non-filling  Brands  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  the  Ault  &  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester, 
N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  the  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street, 
New  York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  New  York. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Official  A  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Carbon  Paper  Company,  Tallmans,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by   Manifold   Supplies   Company,   188   Third  Avenue. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  l;y  Millcr-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  III. 
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Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Monogram  and  Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Peerless  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Peerless  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
113  West  Broadway,  Now  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New 
York. 

Allwrite  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  John  H.  Sperry,  146-150  Oliver  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York.  - 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ri])bon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  Visible  and  Royal  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Com- 
pany, Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston, 
Mass. 
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Staynping  Pads, 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  the  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenajum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company's  Black 
Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Com- 
pany, Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LOUIS  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Supervisor  of  Public  Records. 


State  House,  Boston,  Nov.  30,  1920. 
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